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The Messenger

December 2025

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School = San Clemente, California
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”

In late November, Christ the King Sunday was celebrated as we preprared to end one liturgical year and
prepare for another with the beginning of Advent. Beyond marking the end of the liturgical year, Christ the
King also signals something else - the anniversary of my ordination and call here at Our Savior’s. My first
Sunday after being called to be Our Savior’s eighth Senior Pastor (the term used in the constitution and
bylaws of the church even though I am currently the only pastor on staff) was Christ the King Sunday in
2021.

As we prepare for our fifth year of ministry together, I am proud of what we have done and excited for what
we will continue to do. As my family continues to grow, I am grateful to have a supportive and loving

+ church and school community that will continue to be a part of my children’s lives. A special thank you to

everyone who reached out or sent cards or gifts as we’ve welcomed little Nora.

The last four years have not been easy. There have been the big things, like the fire of April 2024 and the
loss of beloved staff, but also the small ebbs and flows of change that are just as hard if not harder. As a
church, Our Savior’s has changed a lot since its inception in 1953, but is has continued to be a community of
faith, sharing the gospel, loving our neighbors, and raising new generations to know and love the Lord. Week
after week, Christ’s lordship is proclaimed as hymns are sung, scripture is read and Eucharist is celebrated.
Day after day, Gods people are cared for, from the littlest ones in our infant care center or at our baptismal
font, to the oldest ones on our homebound list or in hospice care. In other words, no matter the changes to the
congregation, we have continued to be the church, and being the church is the most important thing we can
do.

Thank you for being church together here and in this place, in this next season God is leading us into
together. Thank you for four powerful years of ministry together. Here is to another great year to come!

Blessings to you this Advent season,

Pastor Cole

Youth Room Books Find New Life

A big thank-you to Nancy Angus and her grandson and everyone else who helped move
all the old elementary age books from our Youth Room to Beach Town Books here in
San Clemente. In total, about 1,000 books were transferred and donated. Beach Town
Books offers store credit for any books traded in, and our donation generated $748.00 in
credit, which can be applied toward and up to 50% of the cost of used books.

This credit will now be used to help refresh and resource our Preschool with new reading
materials. We’re grateful for this gift—and for everyone who helped make it possible!




December: Birthdays, Anniversaries & More

Happy Birthday to:

. e b JK'\:.&-.M
Loretta Cooper 12/4 . :
Collette LaClair 12/13

Julie Doyle 12/17 r WY “w
Presley Rennie 12/20 : ’

ﬁ;léﬁazfgiltzthu N ggg If you have a prayer request for the
Norma Harknesgs 1228 Weekly Messenger and/or Prayer Chain
Kelly Mathiesen 12/29 Please e-mail or call the church office at:
Ken Grote 12/31 oslcsec(@sbcglobal.net
(949) 492-6164.

Happy Anniversary to:
Ken & Kim Grote 12/28
Mark & Betty Colby 12/29

To my new friends at Our Savior’s,

It has been such a delight for me to come to Our Savior’s to preach and
preside at worship while Pastor Cole has been bonding with his new baby
girl. All of you have been so welcoming and helpful orienting me to your
worship practices. Karen and John; the other musicians; the sound and
visual aids people; Nancy; Lola; Charles; M’Liz; and your secretary, Gay

GUCS t P ASTOI"  are just the best at what they do.

The end of a church year and the beginning of another is a remarkable time. That happens on November
30th this year. We draw special attention to it by changing the liturgical colors from white to blue. Blue is
the color of Advent, our preparation time for the Christmas Miracle. If you come to worship every Sunday,
you will hear the whole story of Jesus’ life as we work our way through the church year—his birth, his
ministry, his passion, his death and then his glorious resurrection at Easter. If you make it all through the
summer and into the fall, you will hear again (or maybe for the first time), all about Jesus’ teachings. |
challenge you to do just that and can guarantee you will be blessed beyond your imagination. I am looking
forward to another church year and hearing about his healings and other miracles, his parables, his
teachings, and the lessons he taught us by living among us as another human being. It will be my 74th time
hearing this blessed story and I always learn or come to understand something new every year. Pray that
God will keep your heart and your mind wide open and join me again this year.

Although I don’t get the pleasure of being physically with you for the whole year, I do get to come back for
several weeks in January and February. But the truth remains that the same triune God will be together with
all of his people everywhere and his Holy Spirit will gather us all to himself, which means we willl actually
be together.

So have a Sacred Christmas. I know you will have a merry one. May God bless you and yours, heal you in
every way, and teach you something new and exciting about the life of his Son, Jesus.

In Christian love,
Pastor Linda Olson




Worship and Celebration - December 2025

For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore, I command you,
“You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.’
Deuteronomy 15:11 ESV

Many of you who are reading this article know that in my life away from Our Savior’s, [ am a Music
Therapist. [ have been a practicing Board-Certified Music Therapist, working primarily with older adults, for
40+ years. I love my work and love seeing the power of music at work in the people I see.

One of my favorite groups is the Orange County Tremble Clefs. This group is a therapeutic singing group for
people with Parkinson’s Disease and their care partners. It is one of the many wonderful programs provided
by PEP4U [Parkinson’s Exercise Program for You, http://www.pep4uwellness.org]. The OC Tremble Clefs
use singing to help keep their voices, bodies and minds healthy, despite the challenges that accompany a
diagnosis of Parkinson’s disease. The group also performs in the community to spread awareness of
Parkinson’s and the benefits that music has for people who have PD. But, one of the most important benefits
of our group is the support that it provides through a group music experience. If you would like to start
December off with a wonderful, uplifting musical experience, join us for our annual “HO-HO-HOliday
Concert”. The group will be joined by the OK Chorale, another therapeutic singing group I facilitate for
people with dementia and/or at risk for cognitive decline. The concert will also feature a Barbershop Octet,
“Eight is Enough” a fun and entertaining group. The concert is FREE, however, donations to PEP4U and
Laguna Country United Methodist Church (who supports the OK Chorale) are welcomed. I have provided
a flier if you are interested in attending.

We will conclude the concert with a song that I think is very important this time of year. There is so much
emphasis on gift buying, traveling, parties etc. that we/I often forget the real need we have in our world.
WE NEED GOD and WE NEED TO BE GOD’S HANDS HERE ON EARTH.

Here is a “snippet” from “My Grown-Up Christmas List”
(composed by DAVID FOSTER and LINDA THOMPSON-JENNER):

Do you remember me, I sat upon your knee,
I wrote to you with childhood fantasies;
Well I'm all grown up now, can you still help somehow?
I’m not a child but my heart still can dream;
So here’s my lifelong wish, my grown-up Christmas list,
Not for myself but for a world in need,

As children we believed
The grandest sight to see
Was something lovely
Wrapped beneath our tree
But Heaven only knows
That packages and bows
Can never heal a hurting human soul

Chorus:
No more lives torn apart, and wars would never start,
And time would heal all hearts;
Everyone would have a friend, that right would always win,
And love would never end;
This is my grown-up Christmas list.

Happy Advent as we wait to celebrate the birth of our Savior.
Karen Skipper,
Worship and Celebration chair
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a choir for people with dementia
& their care partners

therapeutic singing group for
people with Parkinson's disease
and their care partners

The concert
Laguna Country UMC .
24442 Moultong Pkwy. is free!

Lagnua WOOdS, CA Your tax deductible
902637 . donation is welcome

Tremble Clefs is a
gro ram of PEP4U a
01(c)3 & The OK
Chorale is a ministry
of Laguna Country

UMC

Presents

COFFEE
WITH

JESUS

Get Into
The Spirit

) ' : Dude, get into the
Let's get this party Christmas is more than spirit of the season!
started, Slim! a month away, Big Guy.

Can't you feel it?

Feel it?

lamit.




WHAT’S HAPPENING (@ OUR SAVIOR’S

Our Savior’s Lutheran Preschool & Infant Center
December 1st - Sth & 7th

Get ready for an exciting week at our bookfair.
Open Monday - Friday from 8:00am - 9:00am.
On Monday morning your child will embark on a

fantastic train ride

to the fair to kick off the fun.

On Friday, bring the whole family for a special Movie Night.
And to cap it off join us on Sunday for a Pancake Breakfast with Santa.

The Journey - The Stories (Isaiah)

Breaking Free---

by Beth Moore

Wednesday, December 10, 2025
12:00pm

In the Founder’s Room

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday - Dec 13
8:00am - 9:30am

You are invited to join us for a Men's Breakfast,
Bible Study and Fellowship at OSLC. Pastor Cole

and Ed Fox will be preparing this months breakfast.

Below is a pic from the November Breakfast.

Meet in the kitchen...

MANNA

Manna Bible Study
Will not meet in December 2025

The Preschool & Infant Center
will be closed
for Christmas break:

We return on January 2, 2026

We wish you have a joy - filled Christmas season.

I
I
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December 22nd - January 3rd I
|
|
|

Continued on next page



Come and enjoy a
Pancake Breakfast with Santa
on Sunday, December 7th
following 9:30am worship.
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You're Invited To

Christmas

Movie Night

N
Friday At 4:30 PM- .

y
= A o T
December 5TH 7:00 PM Chﬁsmas EVCWOISbjp
Our Savior's Lutheran

Preschool 3 N oon & 4:3 @m

COROLS
Sunday - December 28th
9:30am



ur Savior’s will be offering beautiful poinsettias to purchase to adorn the Altar and Sanctuary for

Christmas Eve Worship. You may purchase more than one “In Honor or In Memory” of a loved one or
dedicate to family and friends. An insert will be included in the Christmas Eve Worship folder remembering
those who have had poinsettias bought on their behalf. The Poinsettias may be taken home after Christmas.

Poinsettias are $20.00 each.
Please fill out the order form below and return along with payment.
You may place in the offering plate or mail to the church office.

Make checks payable to:
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

You may also Venmo us: OurSaviorsSanClemente
Memo: “Poinsettias”

All orders & payments are due by
Wednesday - December 17th

Forms also available online at www.oursaviorsonline.net

Order Name Phone #

Qty ($20.00 each)

Please mark an X next to “In Memory of” or “In Honor of”

___InMemory of __ In Honor of
____InMemory of ____ In Honor of
____InMemory of ____ In Honor of
__ _InMemory of ____ In Honor of

Sign-Up Chart in the Narthex.

If you would like to give flowers in recognition of a particular
event such as a birthday, anniversary, honor or memory of a loved
one please put your name next the date in that month. Along with
your name please include the name of your loved one or the
occasion/celebration information.

Flowers are $30.00
Payment options: (Venmo, Cash or Check)
¢ Venmo us at OurSaviorsSanClemente (memo Flowers)

+Mail your check to the church office or drop off in the offering plate. memo “Flowers”




Financial & Council Notes

OUR SAVIOR’S
LUTHERAN CHURCH
FINANCIAL REPORT

OCTOBER 2025

Church Council

_ \“\ Notes
Offering October 2025 FY July-Oct ¢/ November 2025

Unrestricted Gifts $12,485.50 $67,649.81

§0 Our baptism of Isla and Thyme in church wasé
Other Income $2.275 $5,075 just wonderful. Many people from the familyg
Budoet 23.719.53 9487830 | i attended. I'm guessing they had about 20-30:
Heee 5 5 :  guiding the girls. I read a poem about children :
Our members and visitors continue to be faithful in | ¢  and baptism. Thyme looked up at me and said, :
their stewardship. We collected 64% of our October | : "Isla probably won't last long up here." She is a:

budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date we have :  big sister and mother, too! Isla is about 181
funded 77% of the approved budget. :  months old. I believe Thyme is 5. Pastor Olson :

We truly appreciate your dedication to :  did a beautiful job making the ceremony personal :
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. :  and meaningful. The girls have a good start to:

We continue to be prudent in our spending. :  their religious education. I wish I could see them:

and their relatives each Sunday of the year.

Thank You For Your St dship! : :
anic You For Yourstewardsimp : ¢ We celebrated Veterans Day, too, and two of the:

young gentlemen from the baptism group stood§

c:)odal (;Once to be honored. Members of Our Savior's:
P> & »’*’)d, :  Lutheran Church stood also. Thank you all for:
al ! ‘ﬂ \ your service. :
\ f@ 1! : Nancy Angus, Council Secretary :
\
\ Church
w‘ \ www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline
The Social Concerns Ministry thanks you for f &% e us on
your benevolence gifts given in October 2025 -
over and above general giving. S faCEbOOk
¢ ELCA World Hunger: $40 School www.facebook.com/osls.sc
¢ Habitat for Humanity: $50 _
¢ Social Concerns - Quilts: $40 E Like us on
Your generosity is so appreciated! FaCEbOOk

E_ If you prefer to donate electronically

Venmo us
'IE-' “@OurSaviorsSanClemente”.
et When asked please select
venmo “Friends & Social”.
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DECEMBER NEWSLETTER
PRESCHOOL AND INFANT CENTER

INFANT CENTER

This month our little ones will
have the opportunity to explore
and enhance their physical
abilities with fun exercises
designed to promote coordination
and strength. Alongside this, we
will encourage sensory play with
sand, water, and various textures,
allowing the children to
experience the world around
them through touch and
exploration.

As we approach the festive

season, we will also introduce the
story of Christmas through joyful

songs, captivating stories, and
delightful rhymes. These activities
will not only familiarize the infants
with holiday traditions but will also
stimulate language development
and foster a sense of wonder and
joy. We look forward to a month

filled with learning, laughter, and

festive fun!

PRESCHOOL

This month promises to be an
exciting and enriching experience
for preschool children as they delve
into several engaging activities.
The exploration of size and
measurement tools will introduce
them to fundamental concepts of
math and science, fostering
curiosity and hands-on learning.
Through teamwork and social skills
exercises, children will enhance
their ability to cooperate, share,
and communicate effectively with
their peers, laying the groundwork
for future social interactions.
Storytelling sessions will ignite their
imaginations and improve their
language skills, encouraging
creative expression.

Additionally, hearing the story of
Christmas will provide a cultural
and historical perspective, creating
a sense of wonder and joy as they
learn about the festive traditiong
and values associated with thid
special time of year.




DECEMBER NEWSLETTER
PRESCHOOL AND INFANT CENTER

TRANSITIONAL
KINDERGARTEN

This month in Transitional
Kindergarten, children will embark
on an exciting journey of
exploration and learning. They'll
begin delving into basic physics
concepts, uncovering the wonders
of simple machines such as levers,
pulleys, and wheels. Through
engaging class projects, they'll
develop essential teamwork skKills,
collaborating with peers to solve
problems and create innovative
solutions. Additionally, the festive
season provides a perfect
backdrop for learning about the
meaning of Christmas. Through
dramatic play, chapel, and Bible
stories, children will gain a deeper
understanding of the holiday's
significance, embracing values of
kindness, generosity, and
community. This holistic approach
ensures that children not only
expand their intellectual horizons
but also grow emotionally and
socially.

SPECIAL EVENTS:

December I*- 5™ Book Fair
December 7" Pancakes with Santa

December 15" Staff Party

December 19" School Closes at 12 pm
e December 22" -January 2" Winter Break
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PecEMBER 2925

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1  Book Fair- Rm 5 2 Book Fair- Rm 5 3 Book Fair- Rm 5 4 Book Fair- Rm 5 5 Book Fair- Rm 5 6
8:00am Preschool & 4:30 Preschool
Infant Center Bookfair 6:30 MSYG 5:00 Beach Wine Club | Christmas Movie Night
@ Christ Lutheran
7 “World Hunger” 8 9 10 11 12 13
Book Fair- Rm 5 Noon Women’s Bible
9:30 Worship Study 8:00 Men’s Breakfast
10:30 Pancake
Breakfast with Santa 6:30 MSYG
6:30 HSYG
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:30am Worship
6:30 HSYG, YR 6:30 MSYG
21 22 School Break 23 School Break 25 School Break 26 School Break 27

9:30am Worship

11:00 Confirmation
Class

6:30 HSYG, YR

24 School Break

° N o

o

CHRISTNMAS EVE
N
Noon & 4:30
No MSYG

Church Office closed

28

9:30am Worship
No HSYG

29 School Break

30 School Break

31 School Break

Holy Communion

Served every Sunday

First Sunday of the month
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