
 

  

The Messenger ~ September 2026 
 

Our Saviorõs Lutheran Church and School  Ƌ San Clemente, California 
òInspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serveó 

Dear Friends of Our Savior's, 
 
As we head into September, I am pleased to share that everything continues to 
run smoothly even as we transition between pastors. We anticipate having an 
interim pastor in place near the end of September or mid October. In the 
meantime, Pastor Linda Olson will be with us on Sundays to keep the Word 
flowing. 
 
A big thank you to Gay, who keeps everything in the office running seamlessly. 
As I always say, she is truly the HUB of OSLCðwhenever a question comes up, 
she either has the answer or knows exactly where to find it. 

 
Our Savior's Lutheran School is also off to a fantastic start. Summer Infant Care was nearly at full capacity, 
and our preschool program is thriving. Best of all, the new in-classroom bathrooms are finished and ready to 
go, allowing us to safely accommodate more children in each room! 
 
Behind the scenes, Charles Simon is constantly working on projects and serving as our on-site contact for 
contractors and workers. His hard work and dedication keep our facilities in great shape. 
 
I will keep you updated as new information comes in. 
 
Peace, 
 
M'Liz Kelly 

Dear friends and fellow Christians,  
 
It has been a total delight to be able to be with you for worship these past 
months. I have grown to love you and to look forward to bringing the Word of 
God to you in the pulpit and in the sacraments. Since I've been coming to Our 
Savior's, I have had the blessing of being able to baptize three children, confirm 
nine young people, and accept one new person into our membership. As I have 
said before, the music we get to enjoy with every worship service is such a gift. 
Even when you have not called me to preach and preside, I may just come for 

the joyous occasion of worshiping with you. But M'Liz has had me fill my calendar with Our Savior's for all of 
September now. That is wonderful! I see so much promise in Our Savior's as you await an assignment of a new 
interim pastor and then a permanent pastor. You have such an active preschool with such a good reputation. If 
only those little lambs and teachers had a shepherd from Our Savior's and got invited to all the other worship 
and fellowship activities on a daily basis---  And if only members and potential members received the pastoral 
care that they need---  I pray for all of you as I pray for the Church Universal, that God would gather His 
creation into His Church and grow it through His love and His grace. I pray that God will equip you with all 
that you need as you lend Him your hands and feet and voices to this end.  

Or really, I should say, ñTo this beginning.ò   
 
In Christ's love,  
 
Pastor Linda 
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September Birthdays, Anniversaries & More 

~ Birthdays ~  

MôLiz Kelly   9/5 
Joyce Engelbretson  9/10 
Layna Hathaway  9/14 
Nancy McKelvey  9/14 
Miyeko Kinoshita  9/17 
Andrea Apodaca  9/18 
Wyatt Gladis   9/20 
Ed Fox    9/23 
Matthew Hoye   9/26 
Carrie Reyes   9/26 

Justin & Kristen Greco 9/1 
Sean & Wendy McGlynn 9/2 
John & Rachel Mulligan 9/13 
Steve & Tanya Hathaway 9/23 

~ Anniversaries ~ 

Monday, September 7th 

Thursday, September 3 
5:00pm - Wine & Spirits Club @ CLC 

Sunday, September 6 
ñWorld Hunger Offeringò 
9:30am - Worship,  

10:30am - Church Potluck 
Sunday, September 13 
9:30am - Worship 

Wednesday, September 16 
12:00pm - Womenôs Bible Study 
Thursday, September 17 
6:30pm - Council Meeting 
Sunday, September 20 
9:30am - Worship 

10:45am - Rally Day Fall Fest 
Sunday, September 27 
9:30am - Worship 
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I am a ñpeople personò. I love talking with people, 
meeting new people and just enjoying being with 
(most) people. I took on the role of ñFELLOWSHIPò 
on Church Council to promote more community and 
fellowship in our ministry ï in the Church, the 
Preschool and THE COMMUNITY! 
 

@^eehplabi bl CGJILN;HNt 
 

As a music therapist, I work with many people in care 
facilities. One complaint I often hear is that they are 
lonely. We NEED fellowship. Here is an article from 
the Mayo Clinic: 
 
What are the benefits of friendships? 
Good friends are good for your health. Friends can 
help you celebrate good times and support you during 
bad times. Friends help keep you from feeling alone. 
Friends also can: 
 

Ý Raise your sense of connection, belonging and 
purpose. 

Ý Boost your happiness and lower your stress. 

Ý Improve your self-confidence and feelings of 
self-worth. 

Ý Help you cope through hard times, such as 
divorce, serious illness, job loss or the death of 
a loved one. 

Ý Urge you to change or avoid habits that aren't 
healthy. These might include drinking too 
much or not exercising. 

 
Friends also play a big role in your overall health. 
Adults with strong social connections have a lower 
risk of many health problems. That includes 
depression, high blood pressure and an unhealthy 
weight. In fact, studies have found that older adults 
who have close friends and healthy social supports are 
likely to live longer than do their peers who have 
fewer friends. 
 
Why is it sometimes hard to make or keep friends? 
Many adults find it hard to make new friends or keep 
the ones they have. Work or caring for children or 
aging parents might come before friends. You and 
your friends may have grown apart due to changes in 
your lives or interests. Or maybe you've moved to a 
new town and haven't yet found a way to meet people. 
Making and keeping good friends takes effort. The 

@^eehplabi Gbgblmkr - M^im^f[^k ,*,0 
 

 

Philippians 2:1-2: "Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort 
from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy 

complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind"  

pleasure, comfort and health benefits you can get 
from friends make it worth the effort.  
[https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/adult-
health/in-depth/friendships/art-20044860] 
  
Our Saviorôs already has opportunities for fellowship: 
Sunday Worship and ñafter serviceò fellowship, 
monthly potlucks, youth group, womenôs bible study, 
preschool and? That is well and good, BUT WE 
CAN DO MOREé 
 
I would like to see our church/preschool fellowship 
together. Our August ñBingo Nightò was a great 
success and an opportunity to enjoy fellowship with 
each other as well as other people we didnôt even 
know (yet). Stay tuned for the next Bingo night. I 
have a great time at the ñWine and Spirits Clubò held 
at Christ Lutheran the 1st Thursday of each month. I 
have learned a lot about wine and spirits but, more 
importantly, I have made new friends with the same 
beliefs that I have. Try it out ï you donôt even have 
to sample anything (except maybe the yummy snacks 
that show up at the meetings. 
 
As usual, we will have our 1st Sunday potluck in 
September. But, also in September, we will celebrate 
Rally Day with a Fall Festival on Sunday, September 
20th after worship. It is still in the planning stage, 
but so far, we are planning hot dogs, chips and 
potluck salads/desserts, lawn games, a drum circle 
and GREAT MUSIC by our OSLC house band and 
Summer Santa. Want to help??? Contact me (Karen 
Skipper) at therapymom2@gmail.com 
 
My goal is to connect our congregation with local 
churches and organizations. It is good for us as 
people!! It is good for us as Lutherans!! It is good for 
us as Christians to share the joy that God has given 
us with other people!! What are some fellowship 
events that you would like to see at Our Saviors??  
Some of the ideas that I am considering are: 
 

Some of the ideas that I am considering are: 

Ý Miniature Golf  

Ý Game Nights  

Ý Group Movie Nights  

Ý Theme Dinners 

Ý AND???/OR??? 

Continued on next page 

https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/adult-health/in-depth/friendships/art-20044860
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/adult-health/in-depth/friendships/art-20044860
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And, this is an important part of our ministryé 

Please give me your suggestions. Will we do everything that is suggested?  Probably not. Will we do some of 
it? You betcha. Will we share the news that Our Saviors Lutheran, San Clemente is a church that welcomes all 
to join us as children of our Lord and Savior in worship and play. FOR SURE!! 
 
In His Service, 
 

Karen Skipper,  
Fellowship Chair 

To all Staff, Teachers, Students, and Parents,  
 
Welcome back to school! On behalf of the buildings and 
grounds team, I would like to wish you a successful start to 
the new academic year. 
 
Over the summer, our team worked diligently to clean, paint, 
and repair the facilities to ensure all classrooms were fully 
prepared for the students' return. Additionally, the major 
project to install new bathrooms in the classrooms was 
successfully completed ahead of the first day of school. 

 
As we transition into the school year, our team is also shifting focus to our community events. The 
maintenance team kicks off Sunday service preparations early by ensuring fresh donuts are available for  
post-service fellowship. This behind-the-scenes effort fosters community connection and creates a warm,  
welcoming environment for members and visitors alike. 
 
We appreciate your continued support and look forward to a wonderful year ahead. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Charles Simon 
Buildings and Grounds Team 
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ñLet the word of Christ dwell in you richly... 
singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

with thankfulness in your hearts to God.ò - Colossians 3:16 
 

S eptember always feels like a month of transition. Here in California, summer is still very much with us, the sunshine is bright, the days are warm, and the familiar rhythm of the season keeps rolling 
along. Yet, thereôs a quiet feeling in the air that something new is beginning. For me, September is a 
beautiful reminder to pause and think about our music ministry and the songs we share together each 
Sunday. 
 
As Music Director, I have the joy of preparing our music and creating worship slides, including selecting 
and arranging songs, playing the piano, and taking care of the many details that help bring our worship 
music together. But what makes me happiest of all is working alongside our wonderful musicians and 
vocalists. Our music team is absolutely brilliant! We are blessed with three incredibly gifted 
instrumentalists: Greg, Dick, and Ben, and two talented singers with truly beautiful voices: Karen and 
John. I am always so grateful and happy to collaborate with them each week. Their gifts, dedication, and 
love for music make our worship services truly special. 
 
Above all, I have come to appreciate that beautiful music is not about how many people are on the stage. It 
is about how we listen to one another, support one another, and offer our gifts together. One of the things I 
enjoy most is that exact moment when we begin to play, and everyoneôs part blends into something much 
bigger than ourselves. When ñwe let the word of Christ dwell in us richly through our musicò (Col 3:16), 
it is such a blessing to experience that beautiful harmony. 
 
Music has a special way of bringing us together. A familiar hymn can bring comfort and remind us of 
cherished memories. A new song can help us express our faith in a fresh way. Sometimes, even a simple 
melody can calm our hearts and remind us why we have gathered together.  
 
As we look toward the months ahead, I hope our music continues to be a meaningful part of our worship. 
My prayer is that music will be more than something we simply sit and hear, but something we feel, share, 
and live out together. We would also love to see our music family grow! If you play an instrument, enjoy 
singing, or simply want to share your gifts in worship, there is always a place for you here. Please feel free 
to reach out to me after the service. We would be so blessed to have you join us. 
 
The leaves may not be changing quite yet in California, but every new season gives us a fresh chance to 
pause, listen, and begin again. As we enter September, letôs make room for new songs, new possibilities, 
and new ways of sharing our gifts with one another. ñOne piano, a few instruments, several voices, and 
one church singing together.ò May this September be a beautiful new beginning for all of us. 
 
In Christ's peace, 
 
Hannah Lee 
Music Director 
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I usually get to Our Savior's around 9:20am. I love greeting Miss Cindy 
who is always in the kitchen setting up. Pat Kelly is often there helping now 
that M'Liz is working on tech up in the loft. Lola always has her red Keds 
tennis shoes on, and I notice them right away. 
 
 

Charles is bringing in the donuts from the Donut House on El Camino Real. Delicious! 
 
Hannah, John & Karen are working with the three-piece band on the music. I can hear them in the  
background. 
 
I love the bell ringing at 9:30am and always look forward to the opening piano piece by Hannah! What a 
wonderful way to start giving glory to God. 
 
Pastor Linda is greeting people and making us all feel welcomed and cherished. 
 
I always look around for Phil hoping he will be there. 
 
We are all in the same seats- always! The Beckôs are behind me. Bonnie is in the last row where she has 
been forever. Sandy and Ralph are back there, too. 
 
Janice and Alan are with Judi and Heidi plus her dog, Lucy. Karen's dog has been to church a few times, 
and I believe Emily enjoys watching her in the pew. 
 
Going to Our Saviorôs is a real family feeling for me. It's a wonderful time on Sunday mornings to learn 
something about scripture and to be inspired through God and all his Goodness. Thank you, God, for the 
gift of life and the gift of appreciating time in this wonderful Lutheran community. 
 
Now I will send this to Gay in the front office so she can put the newsletter together. Everyone participates 
to make Sunday mornings the best. 

 
Nancy Angus 
Council Secretary 
 
Next Council Meeting-  
Thursday, September 17th at 6:30pm 
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Welcome Back OSL School - Staff, Teachers and Families  
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Church 
www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline   

School 
www.facebook.com/osls.sc   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church 

 
Womenôs Bible Study 2026-2027 

 
To Live Is Christ-  

The Life and Ministry of Paul 
by Beth Moore 

 

Wednesday,  

September 16 

12:00pm - 2:00pm 
  

Wednesday,  

October 7 & 21 

12:00pm - 2:00pm 
 

Meet in the Founderôs Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lro p^sflo$p `ero`e Mlqir`h  

Sunday - September 6, 2026  

Following 9:30am worship  

 

Please bring a dish to share.  

Invite your friends  

and family.  

Í Wine & Spirits Club Í  
Thursday, September 3rd  

@ 5:00pm 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 
35522 Camino Capistrano 
San Clemente, CA  92672 

http://www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline
http://www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline
https://www.facebook.com/osls.sc
http://www.facebook.com/osls.sc
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Trunk or Treat 

Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2026 

More information to come. 

Blessing of the Pets - October 4 Í 9:30am  

 

In honor of the feast of  Saint Francis of Assisi  

(Patron Saint of Animals and the Environment)  

on October 4th we will be having the  

Blessing of the Pets during Sunday worship.  

All pets are welcome- dogs, cats,  

ducks, chickens, horses, etc. 

ñBlessing of the Quiltsò 

Sunday- 

October 11th  

during 9:30am worship 
 

Tentative 

Ingathering at  

Red Hill Lutheran Church 

Tuesday- October 13th 
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Please take a moment & sign -up to volunteer on Sundays.  
 

You might like toé 
 

Usher - Read - Serve Communion - Serve Refreshments  

 

The Volunteer Sign -up sheet is in the Narthex or you  

may sign -up through SignUpGenius  
 

September 2026 Volunteers- Click HERE to sign-up 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4AAAAC28ABFE3-64784946-september#/ 

 
October Volunteers- click HERE to sign-up 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4AAAAC28ABFE3-64907313-october#/ 
 

November Volunteers- click HERE to sign-up 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4AAAAC28ABFE3-65406793-november#/  

 
Thank you all from Our Saviorôs.    

https://wa9cqhfab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZvZY0sILGsm2xxD1UBPwAmp6LqvzRYzJQGw5HPd_jGTmB3LOFK_40Juw1eovNARDRAzrZlvw3jHx2trjvhGAAGsd4gvU7AS5OzSf-fqNqpTLlwosZZxXXjh9y2zQTryvNiWbmEzWeVaZxqsmeRS41OxeS6yKYlDPRnRH8iqE_ggpyH84tHG-N-u0zI7gnJfgW4rlXKBUuq49JZlajKXpgw==&c
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4AAAAC28ABFE3-64907313-october
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4AAAAC28ABFE3-65406793-november#/
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Financials  

O  Sô   

L  C 

F  R   

N  F  Y 

                            J  2026 

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful     
in their stewardship. We collected 88% of our  

July 2026 budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date we 
have funded 88% of the approved budget.  

 
We truly appreciate your dedication to  
Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church.  

 
Thank You For Your Stewardship! 

Offering July 2026 FYTD July 

Unrestricted Gifts $11,662.41 11,662.41 

Budget $13,207.18 $13,207.18 

  

To donate electronically  

Venmo us at  

OurSaviorsSanClemente 

When asked please select  

ñFriends & Socialò.  

  Thank you! 

O  Sô   

L  C 

F  R   

M  2026 

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful     
in their stewardship. We collected 56% of our  

May 2026 budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date we 
have funded 61% of the approved budget.  

 
We truly appreciate your dedication to  
Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church.  

 
Thank You For Your Stewardship! 

Offering May 2026 FY July-May 

Unrestricted Gifts $11,599 $141,688.50 

Budget  $20,833.33 $229,166.63 

Other Income $2,275 $21,200 

O  Sô   

L  C 

F  R   

J  2026- F    
 

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful     
in their stewardship. We collected 48% of our  

June 2026 budgeted amount.  
 

Fiscal year July 2026 -June 2027  
we funded 61% of the approved budget.  

 
Thank You For Your Stewardship! 

Offering June 2026 FY July-June 

Unrestricted Gifts $9,926.00 $151,614.50 

Budget  $20,833.37 $250,000 

Other Income $2,800 $24,000 

 
 

The Social Concerns Ministry 

thanks you for your  

benevolence gifts given.  

 

 
 
 

May & June 2026 
 

§ ELCA World Hunger: $282 

§ Habitat for Humanity of OC: $100 

§ Lutheran World Relief: $500 

§ Quilts: $150 

 

July 2026 
 

§ ELCA World Hunger: $129 

§ Habitat for Humanity of OC: $50 

§ Quilts: $10 

 

Your generosity is so appreciated! 
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Kidõs Page -  

September 2026  


