
 

  

 

Preparation for OTS  
 
Starting in July, I will be away for about 60 days to attend Officer Training School with the United States Air 
Force. This has involved a great deal of preparation as I work toward physical readiness, complete military 
administrative requirements, and help coordinate coverage for pastoral responsibilities while I am away. I am 
especially grateful for Pastor Linda, who will be preaching and leading worship during this time. 
 
I serve as an Air Force Reserve chaplain in the Individual Mobilization Augmentee (IMA) program. Unlike 
the traditional reserve structure many people think of (one weekend a month and two weeks a year), IMA 
chaplains are attached directly to active-duty bases and work alongside active-duty chaplains in caring for 
airmen and their families. In many ways, IMA chaplains serve as support and backfill for active-duty 
chaplains, stepping in during seasons of increased need or when additional pastoral presence is required. 
 
Rather than monthly drills, service is completed in scheduled blocks throughout the year in coordination with 
the base commander and chaplain team. This structure allows clergy to continue serving in civilian ministry 
while also participating in military chaplaincy. My annual commitment is 24 days of service, which means as 
few as 3 Sundays missed during the course of a normal year. These days are scheduled during times when my 
base, Joint Base Charleston, needs help, and my schedule allows me to go there. 
 
As part of this commitment, all newly commissioned officers must complete Officer Training School (OTS) 
within their first year of service. I will attend OTS at Maxwell Air Force Base in Alabama in July and 
August. OTS focuses on leadership, military culture, physical training, and preparation for service as an 
officer in the United States Air Force. This is a one-time training requirement. 
 
One question I am often asked is: “What kind of chaplain are you?” Military chaplaincy is unique because 
chaplains serve people of all backgrounds, beliefs, and traditions while remaining grounded in their own faith 
commitments.  
 
Much of chaplaincy is simply ministry of presence: showing up in moments of crisis, grief, uncertainty, 
transition, loneliness, and joy. Chaplains walk alongside people in places many congregations never see, like 
hospital rooms, deployment lines, counseling offices, training environments, and moments of deep personal 
struggle. It is a ministry rooted in listening, care, trust, and witness. 
 
My time away for OTS will be taken as unpaid leave from Our Savior’s. I am deeply grateful to have 
received support through the ELCA Fund for Leaders Federal Chaplaincy Scholarship, which helps offset the 
financial impact of military training and service. I was told I am the first already-ordained pastor to receive 
this scholarship upon entering reserve chaplaincy, and that this path will now be available to other clergy 
pursuing similar service in the future. 
 
As July approaches, I am grateful for your encouragement and prayers. Please pray not only for my family 
and me, but also for the airmen, families, and chaplains I will serve alongside. 
 
In Peace,  
 
Pastor Cole 
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Ryan Jensen     6/3 
Sandy Kos     6/3 
Jeff Beam     6/8 
Ralph Hannah     6/9 
Phil Seals     6/12 
Palmer Rennie     6/15 
Hannah Goulding    6/16 
Jack Martin     6/20 
Ellis Jensen     6/21 
Camden Kos     6/21 
Karen Skipper     6/21 
Violet Martello    6/24 
John Skipper     6/26 
Kelly Beam     6/30 
Ann Hoye     6/30 

~ Birthdays ~  

June Birthdays, Anniversaries & More 

Sean & Tammy Peasley   6/3 
Pr Cole & Amanda McGlynn   6/7 
Kelly & Julie Doyle    6/22 
John & Karen Skipper    6/23 
Dick & Ann Hoye    6/25 

~ Anniversaries ~ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you a member of Our Savior’s? 
Would you like to serve  
on church council??? 

 
Please call the church office or  

Pastor Cole at  
(949) 492-6164 or send an email to 

OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net 
 

Voting on new council members will take 
place during our Annual Meeting on  

Sunday, June 7, 2026. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 2026  
 

 
All members of the congregation are encouraged to  

attend our Annual Meeting on Sunday, June 7th  

following 9:30am worship.  

We will vote on this year’s budget,  

elect council members and  

hear reports on the state of the church.  

 
Please plan on attending! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, June 7 
9:30am - Worship,  
Baptism of Susan Beck 
10:30am - Annual Meeting 
Sunday, June 14 
9:30am - Worship,  
Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, June 21 
 
 
9:30am - Worship 
Sunday, June 28 
9:30am - Worship 

mailto:OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net
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Hello my friends!   Thank you for your time reading my 
article!  It will be short. Please come to our Church Annual 
Meeting directly after we have our service.  So, the meeting 
should start at 10:30 on Sunday, June 7.  
 
Thank you all so much.  
 
Peace, 
M’Liz 

JUNE 14TH 

9:30AM WORSHIP 

 

Our savior’s next church Potluck  

Sunday, July 5 

following 9:30am worship 
 

Please bring a dish to share. 
 

Potlucks are held the  

First Sunday of each Month  

(subject to change from time to time)  
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I LOVE to read… My “happy time” is sitting in my big leather chair that I call “the phone throne” and 
reading my current historical fiction book.  I recently came across a book that I am going to purchase that has 

me intrigued – A Body of Praise written by W. David O. Taylor.  It is one author’s thoughts on how we 
respond to music in worship.  Here is a brief description from “Reformed Journal” Harris, Jolene.  

 

[“A Body of Praise: Understanding the Role of Our Physical Bodies in Worship.”  

Reformed Journal, 14 Aug. 2024, reformedjournal.com/2024/08/14/a-body-of-praise- 

understanding-the-role-of-our-physical-bodies-in-worship/] 

 

During the global COVID-19 pandemic, many church leaders and places of worship adopted or expanded 
virtual technologies to better allow digitally mediated worship to enter the homes of their congregants when in
-person gatherings were not possible for most. While these efforts were certainly well-intended, for some 
Christians, it has raised the question of whether corporeal fellowship is really necessary in the modern age. 

 

A literary piece twenty-five years in the making, author W. David O. Taylor’s book, A Body of Praise, is a 
timely and comprehensive work examining the involvement of the physical body in worship, both prescriptive 
and spontaneous, contending “God created us to worship with our whole bodily selves…along with every cell 
and sense in our physical bodies.” Taylor, an ordained pastor and theologian, nimbly navigates the theological, 
historical, and physical dimensions of how our bodies engage in corporate worship, arguing that 
we must, need, and get to worship God with our bodies. This book offers readers better insight into a wide 
variety of worship traditions, emphasizes the imperativeness of physically gathering for worship, and serves to 
inspire more meaningful engagement of our physical bodies during worship.  

 

A Body of Praise is divided into sections that compellingly address the theological implications of bodily 
worship.  In the opening chapters, Taylor establishes a framework for what he terms “the landscape of the 
body at worship” so readers might better understand the history and significance of the body in various 
religious traditions. Citing scripture, historical texts, Christian theology and practices, as well as personal 
experience, Taylor argues that the physical body is not merely a vessel for spiritual expression; rather, is 
integral to the experience of faith itself. 

 

The middle section delves into scientific and artistic perspectives of the body in worship. Through describing 
the body’s active role (standing, kneeling, etc.) and its experiential role through the five senses (sight, sound, 
smell, taste, touch), Taylor’s inclusion of the natural sciences affords the reader a brief glimpse “under the 
hood” to the physiological workings of the human body. Citing examples from artistic mediums, such as 
painting, dance, and architecture, Taylor next draws the reader’s attention to benefits offered through 
incorporating the arts into worship, stating the arts appeal to our five senses, connect us with our emotions, 
and deepen our understanding through imagination and metaphor. 

 

The book concludes by addressing both prescriptive and spontaneous uses of the body during worship, closing 
with Taylor’s message that all of the discussed physical elements of worship allow us to offer our bodies so 
that we might become, serve, and love like Christ. 

 

Among the book’s strengths is its interdisciplinary approach interwoven with Taylor’s personal experiences 
and thoughtful reflections. His writing is scholarly without sacrificing readability, making complex ideas 
consumable for a broad audience. More specifically, I [the author of this article] deeply valued Taylor’s 
discussion in the ninth chapter over ethical considerations surrounding those with disabled, unseen, and digital 
bodies. I found this chapter highly relevant and necessary. Here, Taylor addresses the pain and exclusion often 
felt by those within the disabled community when a church’s worship service and physical space is designed 
primarily for the able-bodied. Taylor also includes the elderly, terminally ill (and their caregivers), shut-ins, 
homeless, and those who experience severe anxiety in social settings as persons often marginalized from 
liturgical life due to their unique needs, thus offering rationale as to why virtual worship may be the preferred, 
or quite possibly the only, way for many of these “unseen bodies” to participate in worship, fellowship, and 
community as “digital bodies.”  

 

 

 

Worship and Celebration  June 2026  

Continued on nest page 
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While this book skillfully explores the role of the physical body in corporate worship through several 
perspectives, I feel it omitted practical solutions for rectifying some of the book’s aforementioned ethical 
issues in the midst of controversy over virtual worship in this post-pandemic landscape. Although detailed 
endnotes are provided by the author to be a guiding resource for further study, and Taylor does acknowledge 
not all topics and traditions are represented in this book, I do believe some suggestions for effectively reaching 
those who are “unseen” and/or “disabled” would have been appropriate to aid congregations in moving 
forward in the most meaningful way possible, together, as the Body of Christ. 

 

A Body of Praise is an insightful study that offers a fresh perspective on the critical role of the body in 
worship across a variety of traditions. Taylor successfully invites readers to reconsider their own practices and 
views about praise and embodiment as people made in God’s image. I recommend this book for church 
leaders, those serving in an audio-visual capacity for their church, churches considering structural renovations, 
or anyone interested in the dynamic relationship between worship and the human body. It serves not only as a 
scholarly resource, but also as a call to engage more deeply with the physicality of worship, individually and 
collectively. 

 

As the previous Music Director at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in San Clemente and a church member who 
loves our church music, I am looking forward to reading this book. I think that there are some very interesting 
questions being addressed by the author that our liturgical congregations can use to make our worship 
experience the best it can be. This might be an opportunity for an OSLC Book Club discussion??? 

What do you think about our worship music??? 

 

In His service, 

 

Karen M. Skipper 

Church Council Chair,  

Worship and Celebration Committee 

Worship and Celebration cont. 

What is YOUR favorite Hymn??? 
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from the Music Director  June 2026  

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

J une brings sunshine, vibrant green fields, and the long, quiet weeks following Pentecost. As we enter the 
Season after Pentecost, we begin a season of growth, we step into a time of growth in faith, community, 

and worship week after week. 
 
One of the beautiful gifts of the Lutheran tradition is the strong role of congregational singing. Hymns are 
not simply music we listen to; they are prayers and declarations of faith that we sing together. Whether 
accompanied by piano, voices, or our worship band, these songs connect us to generations of believers who 
have sung the same truths through joy, sorrow, celebration, and hope. I’m continually grateful for the voices 
in our church each Sunday. Our worship team may be small, but when the congregation sings, our worship 
becomes a shared offering that is greater than any one voice. 
 
This season’s themes of spiritual growth and standing firm in faith are beautifully reflected in Martin 
Luther’s hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” Though historically associated with the Reformation, 
Luther wrote it in the early 1520s while reflecting on Psalm 46: “God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble.” It is, at its heart, a hymn of comfort and spiritual assurance.  
 
I love how this hymn reminds us that God remains steady and faithful, even when life feels uncertain or 
overwhelming. The bold melody and powerful words have a way of lifting the congregation’s voices 
together in confidence and hope. Even though it was written hundreds of years ago by Martin Luther, its 
message still feels strong and encouraging today.  
 
In our blended service, it’s always meaningful to hear a historic hymn like this alongside newer worship 
songs. Different musical styles, but the same message: God is our refuge, strength, and peace. This summer, 
as you sing the familiar, uplifting tune of this historic hymn, remember that your ultimate refuge isn't a 
season or a place, but the Lord Himself.  
 
Thank you for singing, listening, praying, and worshiping together each week! Every voice truly matters. 

 
Blessings, 
 
Hannah Lee 
Music Director 
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W HAT ’S  H APPENING  AT  O UR  S AVIOR ’S  

Women’s Bible Study Luncheon 
 

All women are invited to join us for lunch.  
You do not need to be a member of the Bible Study. 

 
Wednesday, July 15, 2026 

12:00pm 
 

What a Dish  
24921 Dana Point Harbor Dr. #100 

Dana Point, CA   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

During the months of  

June, July & August 

Manna will be on Summer Hiatus  

See you in September 

Donations Needed for the Making of Quilts  
for Lutheran World Relief  

 
During the months of  June & July we are asking for monetary donations to 
help with quilting supplies. In October of this year, we will celebrate the 
“Blessing of the Quilts.” The quilts will then be taken to Red 
Hill Lutheran Church where they will be shipped to LWR for 
distribution throughout the world.  
 

When donating, please make checks payable to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. Be sure to include 
“LWR Quilts” on your memo line or envelope. You may also Venmo us at OurSaviorsSanClemente  
Thank you for your help. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are interested in  

becoming members of  

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church  

please contact the church office at  

(949) 492-6164 

oslcsec@sbcglobal.net 
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Women’s Bible Study 2026-2027 
To Live Is Christ- The Life and Ministry of Paul 

by Beth Moore 
 

Beginning Wednesday - September 16, 2026 thru March 3, 2027 
 

 Dates: 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month 

 Time: 12:00pm - 2:00 ish 

 Location: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Founders Room 

 Cost of Workbook:  $20.00 
 

You may order the workbook at Lifeway.com or Amazon or have the church order for you. Those wishing to 
have the church order it, please fill out the form below and attach your money. Form and money must be 
turned in by Monday, August 17, if you would like the church to order your book. 
 

  ------------------------------------------------------- 
Please order To Live Is Christ-The Life and Ministry of Paul, by Beth Moore workbook for: 
 
Name_____________________________________ 

Include cash or check for $20.00 (payable to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church)  
You may also pay via Venmo @ OurSaviorsSanClemente  -  Memo: Bible Study 

James Simons 
San Clemente High School 

Class of 2026 

Winter Davies 
Saddleback Community College 

Class 0f 2026 
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 This past fiscal year we have been methodically 
working to improve the investment returns on all 
church and school accounts. The Building Fund 
over the last year showed very good returns. The 
Endowment Fund is stable and growing. In the 
fiscal year 2024-2025, the school accounts that 
were making .01% are now making CD rate returns 
of 3.0% to 4.0%. 

 Maintenance has gathered E-waste for recycling. 
(laptops, cameras, etc.) 

 Furniture was assembled for Hanna Lee’s office. 
Hannah is our Music Director. 

 A new fence was installed around the play area. 

 Our council member, James Simons, is graduating 
from high school and will attend UC Santa Barbara 
next year. He will be greatly missed on our campus 
and we wish him well in his new endeavors. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Nancy Angus 
Council Secretary 
 

Next Council meeting is May 18, 2026 at 6:30pm 

May 2026 

  

To donate electronically  
Venmo us at  

OurSaviorsSanClemente 

When asked please select  
“Friends & Social”.  

  Thank you! 

Our Savior’s  
Lutheran Church 
Financial Report  

April 2026 
 

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful     
in their stewardship. We collected 72% of our  

April 2026 budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date we 
have funded 68% of the approved budget.  

We truly appreciate your dedication to  
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church.  

We continue to be prudent in our spending. 
 

Thank You For Your Stewardship! 

Offering April 2026 FY July-April 

Unrestricted Gifts $14,687 $142,316.93 

Other Income $2,475 $18,925 

Budget $23,719.53 $237,195.48 

 

Social Concerns thanks 

you for your Benevolence 

gifts given in April 2026: 

 

 

 Habitat for Humanity: $50 

 World Hunger: $90 
 

Your generosity very much appreciated! 

You might be  

on vacation... 

We Aren’t! 
 

Please remember that while we hope you have 
the opportunity to go on vacation—your church 
NEVER DOES! Please remember to send in your 
tithes and gifts to the church before you go, or 
offer on Sunday a gift that represents those weeks 
you’ll be gone as well. Unlike the movies we 
aren’t ‘paying’ for the show. We are giving as a 
response to God’s gracious love to us living out 
our discipleship with Christ. Thank you in 
advance! 
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