
 

  

 
 
 

E very year, May feels like a time of intense preparation. VBS, annual meeting, a new fiscal year, and 
summer are all right around the corner. Each thing brings its own needs - planning, organizing, 

writing, meeting, crunching numbers. It can feel like everything is building toward what comes next. 
 
And yet, May is not only about what’s ahead. We are still in the midst of Eastertide, the Easter season. We 
are still hearing the promises of resurrection, still being reminded that God is already at work among us, 
each and every week during worship. In fact, we are reminded that God is most especially present in those 
times and places that seem most unexpected, most busy, or most dead to us. 
 
In the midst of preparation, it is worth asking: what is God doing here and now? 
 
Sometimes, in busyness, it is easy to start to believe that the life of the church depends mostly on what can 
be planned or accomplished. But our faith tells a different story. Long before VBS begins, before meetings 
are held, before summer schedules scatter us in different directions, God is present and at work gathering, 
sustaining, and renewing. 
 
The good news is not that we will be perfectly prepared. The good news is that God meets us in the middle 
of it all. Even when things feel unfinished or uncertain, the promise remains that nothing we could ever do 
or fail to do can separate us from the love of God.  
 
So as May unfolds, with all its movement and anticipation, there is also an invitation: to pause, to notice, to 
trust. To see where life is already growing in our community. To give thanks for the ways God is at work, 
often in ways we did not plan. 
 
We prepare, yes. But we also receive.  
 
In Peace. 
 
Pastor Cole 
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May Birthdays, Anniversaries & More 

Peter Davies   5/3 
Liz Derdzinske  5/6 
Eric May   5/7 
Myla Pert   5/8 
Laura Rasor   5/9 
Bruce Quade   5/12 
Alan Tsuma   5/14 
Gay Bemoll   5/17 
Richard Scarfe   5/17 
Natal Vergara   5/23 
Tomas Vergara  5/23 
Jim Angus   5/24 

 

~ Birthdays ~  

Michael & Marlene Fitzhugh   5/1 
Joel & Carol Hoffmeister   5/10 
Howard & Sally Sharp   5/18 
Bob & Loretta Cooper   5/25 
George & Lisa Ellis    5/27 
Alan & Norma Harkness   5/28 

~ Anniversaries ~ 

JUNE 14TH 

9:30AM WORSHIP 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 2026  
 

 
All members of the congregation are encouraged to  

attend our Annual Meeting on Sunday, June 7th  

following 9:30am worship.  

We will vote on this year’s budget,  

elect council members and  

hear reports on the state of the church.  

 
Please plan on attending! 
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Hello my friends!!   
 
May is a great time to live here in beautiful San Clemente!   
Actually, every day is a great time to live here! 
 
Just a few things to report… 
 
The first phase of two for the plumbing project and new 
additional bathrooms for our school has been finished and  
 

phase two will begin soon this summer. For the school to add bathrooms “inside” the classrooms and water to 
wash their hands will be a huge benefit. It will be amazing for the teachers and the children. This also 
facilitates the ability to add more children to these classrooms.   
 
The church is in good repair at this time. Charles Simon as usual, his hands all over this property and I am so 
grateful that he does. He is also overseeing the plumbing project.  Please thank him when you see him.   
 
Pastor Cole has been appointed as an Air Force Reserve Chaplain. He is all sworn in and ready to go to an 
eight-week training program. He will resume his pastoring at Our Savior’s when he returns. Please feel free to 
ask questions about this.   
 
If anyone has suggestions for the “message” board on the corner. I’m not sure if anyone sees it but it’s fun to 
play with.  
 
I am not sure when exactly, San Clemente High School graduation is but our very own council member, 
James Simons is graduation high school and will be attending UC Santa Barbara! I am so proud to know him. 
He always has very good ideas and since he has a pickup truck, he is always willing to do some hauling for the 
church. Please congratulate James if you happen to see him.   
 
Your council president is truly humbled to be working and worshipping with such great people and I thank 
them. 
 
I wish you Peace, 
 
M’Liz Kelly 
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“Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; 29 and yet I say  
to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not [c]arrayed like one of these.”   

Matthew 6:28b 
  

In my career as a Music Therapist, I work with older adults and have ever since I got my first job. 
I generally set a “theme” for my sessions and the theme that I have been using for April/May is the song 

“April Showers”, made famous by Al Jolson.  The first line of the song goes like this: 
Though April showers may come your way, 
They bring the flowers that bloom in May. 

 
Those lyrics made me think of the images of flowers in the Bible.  

I quoted one of them at the beginning of this article. 
 

Lilies: The lily is mentioned frequently throughout the Bible as a symbol of beauty and purity. 
In the Song of Songs, the beloved’s beauty is compared to the grace of a lily (Song of Songs 
2:2). Lilies are also referenced in Jesus’ teaching about not worrying, as they neither toil nor 
spin but are adorned in splendor (Matthew 6:28-29).Additionally, lilies were a key decorative 

element in Solomon’s temple, symbolizing glory and perfection: Archaeologists have discovered many ancient 
images of lilies decorating ancient Jewish temples.The white lily likely represents purity and the gold lily 
represents glory and Solomon’s majestic temple. 

 
Roses: in the beautiful poetry of the Song of Solomon, roses are mentioned several times as 
symbols of love and romance. The beloved woman is compared to a “rose of Sharon” and “lily 
of the valleys” (Song of Solomon 2:1). The couples’ romance is also described: “My beloved is 
mine and I am his; He feeds his flock among the lilies. Until the day breaks and the shadows flee 

away, turn, my beloved, and be like a gazelle or a young stag upon the mountains of Bether.” (Song of 
Solomon 2:16-17). Here, the roses and lilies represent not only beauty but also the loving relationship between 
the couple. Roses continue to be symbols of romance and love today. 

 
Hyssop: is an aromatic plant that was used ceremonially in ancient Israelite worship and ritual 
purification rites. God commanded Moses: “Take hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, 
and strike the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is in the basin.” (Exodus 12:22)  
This ritual purified the Hebrews’ homes during Passover. Hyssop was also used to sprinkle blood 
on those cured of skin diseases to purify them (Leviticus 14:4-7). The Gospels mention hyssop at 

Jesus’ crucifixion, as the soldiers gave Jesus vinegar on a sponge attached to hyssop (John 19:29). This may 
symbolize Jesus’ role as the ultimate sacrifice to purify believers. 
 

Mandrake (Mandragora officinarum):  has a long history as a plant associated with fertility and 
childbearing. This Mediterranean plant has flowers that produce forked tuberous roots that often 
resembled human figures. In Genesis 30:14-16, Rachel desired the mandrakes that Reuben, the 
son of Leah, had found. She bargained with Leah for the mandrakes in exchange for a night with 
their husband Jacob. The beloved in Song of Solomon poetically describes her lover’s appearance 

using romantic imagery like the “fragrance of Lebanon” and “flowering of the mandrakes” (Song of Solomon 
7:13). While not scientifically founded, the mandrake had strong connections to fertility and love in biblical 
symbolism. 
 
In His Service, 
 
Karen Skipper  
Chair, Worship and Celebration Committee 

 

Worship and Celebration Í May 2026  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206:25-34&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23312c
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Speaking of Flowersé. Here is a ñCoffee with Jesusò clip 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026 

June 8 - June 12 

Registration has begun. 

Children ages 3 (as of June 8th) 

 to Upper Elementary 

 

Go to www.oursaviorsonline.net 

and click on the VBS link to register. 

VBS forms are also available in the  

Church Office and Narthex 

 

 

this Sunday is  

Our savior’s church Potluck  

Following 9:30am worship 
 

Please bring a dish to share. 
 

Potlucks are held the  

First Sunday of each Month   

https://www.oursaviorsonline.net/uploads/1/4/7/6/147631758/01_vbs_registration_2026_.pdf
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As we move into May, the joy of Easter continues with us, perhaps a little quieter, but still full of life. The 
bright celebration of Easter morning may have passed, but this season reminds us that resurrection isn’t just 
one day. Its message is still very much alive in Pastor Cole’s message and in the music, we share each week. 
 
I’m thankful for our band and all the time and heart they put in each week. And honestly, it’s the 
congregation’s singing that brings it all together. There’s nothing like hearing those familiar songs filled with 
real voices. Thanks for being part of it; just being there, listening, and singing really means more than you 
might think. As we continue through this Easter season, I invite you to keep singing freely, confidently, and 
with joy. This is something we do together. 
 
One of the joys of our worship, is that we do it together. If you have a musical gift, whether you play an 
instrument or enjoy singing, we would love to have you join us. 
 
There’s always room for more, and you don’t have to be a professional, just willing and open. If you’re 
interested, feel free to reach out anytime at hannahleepiano@gmail.com. And as always, you’re warmly invited 
to join us, your voice really matters. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Hannah Lee 
Music Director 
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Hello Church Family, 
 
We hope you’re doing well! We’re excited to share what’s been happening in our Youth Ministry and what’s 
coming up next. It’s been an incredible season of growth, connection, and faith-building for our students. 
 
What Weôve Been Up To   
Over the past few weeks, our middle and high school students have been diving deeper into their faith through 
engaging discussions and community time. We’ve been focusing on what it means to live out our faith daily, 
with courage, integrity, and compassion. 
 
We’ve also had some great moments of fellowship, games, laughter, and meaningful conversations that 
continue to strengthen friendships and build a strong, supportive community. 
 
New Series: Bittersweet   
This month, we will be starting a series called “Bittersweet.” In this series, we’re exploring this idea: the best 
thing you can do with the worst stuff that happens to you. 
 
Upcoming Events   
Youth Nights (Middle School): Wednesdays, 6:30pm - 8:00pm 
High School Gatherings: Sundays, 6:30pm - 8:00pm (possible schedule change). 
VBS (June): We’re excited for Vacation Bible School! Students are invited to serve and lead. This is a great 
opportunity to grow in leadership and give back. 
 
Verse of the Month 
“Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave 
you, so you must forgive others.”- Colossians 3:13 NLT 
 
How You Can Support 
Pray for our students as they grow in their faith 
Encourage them to stay connected and invite friends 
Support opportunities like VBS and summer events 
 
Thank You 
Thank you for continuing to support our Youth Ministry. It’s a blessing to walk alongside these students as 
they grow into strong, faith-filled leaders. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to get involved, feel free to reach out! 
 
With gratitude,  
 
Saul Bonilla Lopez 
Youth Director | Our Savior’s Lutheran Church  
200 Avenida San Pablo 
San Clemente, CA 92672  
(949) 817-2507 | studentministryoslc@gmail.com 

mailto:studentministryoslc@gmail.com
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Womenôs Bible Study Luncheon 
 

All women are invited to join us for lunch.  
You do not need to be a member of the Bible Study. 

 
May 6, 2026 - 12:00pm  

Location: Coastal Cowboy 
214 Avenida Del Mar in San Clemente 

 
July 15, 2026 - 12:00pm 
Location: What a Dish  

24921 Dana Point Harbor Dr #100 in Dana Point  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ý National Day of Prayer, May 7, 2026 
Ý Mother’s Day, May 10, 2026 
Ý Ascension Day, May 14, 2026 
Ý Armed Forces Day, May 16, 2026 
Ý Day of Pentecost, May 24, 2026 
Ý Memorial Day, May 24, 2026 

Ý Trinity Sunday, May 31, 2026 

 

 
 
 
 
 

May Í Manna Bible Study 
 

Tuesdays - May 5, 12 & 19 
Manna will not meet on the 26th 

 

1:00pm in Pastor Coleôs office  
All are welcome 

 

W HATΩS H APPENING   
AT  O UR  SAVIOR ΩS 

 

If you are interested in  
volunteering during  
Vacation Bible School 
June 8-12 (9:00am-noon) 

 

please contact the church oŁce at: 
OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net 
or (949) 492-6164 

mailto:OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net
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Are you a member of Our Saviorôs? 
Would you like to serve on church council??? 

 
Please call the church office or Pastor Cole at  

(949) 492-6164 or send an email to OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net 
 

Voting on new council members will take place during our  
Annual Meeting on Sunday, June 7, 2026. 

Donations Needed for the Making of Quilts  
for Lutheran World Relief  

 
During the months of May, June & July we are asking for monetary 
donations to help with quilting supplies. In October of this year, we will 
celebrate the “Blessing of the Quilts.” The quilts will then be taken to Red 
Hill Lutheran Church where they will be shipped to LWR for 
distribution throughout the world.  
 

When donating, please make checks payable to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. Be sure to include 
“LWR Quilts” on your memo line or envelope. You may also Venmo us at OurSaviorsSanClemente.  
Thank you for your help. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are interested in  

becoming members of  

Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church  

please contact the church office at  

(949) 492-6164 

oslcsec@sbcglobal.net 

 
 
 
 
 

May 31, 2026 at 9:30am  
Worship Service  

 

Do you have a graduate this year from High 
School, College, Tech School or the Military? 
We would love to help you honor that special 
graduate on “Graduate Sunday,” May 31st at 
9:30am worship. We will invite the graduates 
to come forward during the worship to receive 

a blessing from the congregation.  
 
If you have a picture of your graduate to share 
please drop off at the church office or email to 

oslcsec@sbcglobal.net no later than  
Thursday, May 22nd with a brief description 

of where they are graduating from.  

mailto:OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net
mailto:oslcsec@sbcglobal.net
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Church 
www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Womenôs Bible Study 2026-2027 
To Live Is Christ- 

The Life and Ministry of Paul 
by Beth Moore 

 
Beginning Wednesday 

September 16, 2026 thru March 3, 2027 
 

§ Dates: 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month 

§ Time: 12:00pm - 2:00 ish 

§ Location: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 
Founders Room 

§ Cost of Workbook:  $20.00 
 
You may order the workbook at Lifeway.com or 
Amazon or have the church order for you. Those 
wishing to have the church order it, please fill out 
the form below and attach your money. Form and 
money must be turned in by Monday, August 17,  
if you would like the church to order your book. 
 

  ------------------------------------------------------- 
Please order To Live Is Christ-The Life and Ministry 
of Paul, by Beth Moore workbook for: 
 
Name_____________________________________ 

Include cash or check for $20.00 
(payable to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church)  

You may also pay via Venmo  
@ OurSaviorsSanClemente  

Memo: Bible Study 

PUZZLE  COLUMN  

 MAY 2026  

http://www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline
http://www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline
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§ I enjoyed my Friday in April very much when I 
was able to visit the pre schoolers near their 
garden. Sara Kristin May, our very own children's 
author, read her book that morning to three classes. 
Life can be a mess sometimes. Just remember to 
clean up and you'll be just fine.  

§ In an age of anxiety, the book illustrated by Sara, 
brings comfort for sure. Thank you for taking the 
time to be on campus, Sara. The title of the book is 
“Wipe It Up, it's Only a Little Spaghetti Sauce!” 

§ Our council enjoyed a zoom meeting with Tom 
Selbo.  He has been a financial advisor for many 
years.  He works with the boards of churches and 
schools.  We are watching the church budget, and 
we are trying to invest smartly. 

§ We still need two church members to attend the 
online Synod Assembly on June 20th. Please see 
Pastor Cole if interested. 

§ Our Savior's Lutheran Church is giving $2,500.00 
from our endowment fund to Lutheran World 
Relief. We voted to do this, and the motion passed 
with flying colors. 

 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Nancy Angus 
Council Secretary 
 

Next Council meeting scheduled for May 21, 2026 

April 2026  

  

To donate electronically  
Venmo us at  

OurSaviorsSanClemente 

When asked please select  
ñFriends & Socialò.  

  Thank you! 

Our Saviorôs  

Lutheran Church 

Financial Report  

March 2026 

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful     
in their stewardship. We collected 66% of our  

March 2026 budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date 
we have funded 67% of the approved budget.  

We truly appreciate your dedication to  
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church.  

We continue to be prudent in our spending. 
 

Thank You For Your Stewardship! 

Offering March 2026 FY July-March 

Unrestricted Gifts $13,289.00 $127,629.93 

Other Income $2,275 $16,450 

Budget $23,719.53 $213,475.95 

 

Social Concerns thanks 

you for your Benevolence 

gifts given in March 2026: 

 

 

§ Habitat for Humanity: $50 

§ World Hunger: $177 
 

Your generosity very much appreciated! 
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Preschool 
www.facebook.com/osls.sc   

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/osls.sc
http://www.facebook.com/osls.sc
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