
 

  

The Messenger Í April 2026 
Our Saviorõs Lutheran Church and School  Ƌ San Clemente, California 

òInspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serveó 

Áħč Áħşčč =éƄţ 
 
Each year during Holy Week, the church gathers for 
three incredibly meaningful services: Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter (Vigil). While 
we often think of these as separate services on 
separate days, church tradition understands them 
differently. Together they form one service over 
three days, known as the Triduum. 
 
The word Triduum comes from Latin and simply 
means ñthree days.ò From the evening of Maundy 
Thursday through the celebration of the resurrection 
at the Easter Vigil, the church keeps one continuous 
act of worship. These days are meant to be 
experienced as one unfolding story of salvation. 
 
The Triduum begins on the evening of Maundy 
Thursday, when we remember Jesusô final meal with 
his disciples. In that meal, he gives them the 
commandment (mandatum, from which we get the 
word Maundy) to love one another, and he gives the 
church the gift of Holy Communion. At Our 
Saviorôs, the emphasis of this service has always 
been on Holy Communion and on those who have 
recently received First Communion instruction. 
 
The tone of the service shifts near the end of the 
evening. The altar is stripped bare, and the sanctuary 
grows quiet as we remember Jesus leaving the table 
and going toward the garden of Gethsemane and the 
cross. The service then concludes in silence, without 
a formal dismissal. 
When we gather again on Good Friday, we are not 
beginning something new. We are continuing the 
same liturgy that began the night before. For this 
reason, there is often no prelude or formal opening 
on Good Friday. The worship does not ñstart over.ò 
Instead, we step back into the same story that is still 
unfolding. 
 
Good Friday centers our attention on the cross. We 
hear the passion according to John, pray for the 
church and the world, and meditate on the depth of 
Christôs love revealed in his suffering and death. 
Once again, the service ends quietly without a 
closing blessing, as everyone whispers the Lordôs 
Prayer. The story remains unfinished. 
 

The Triduum reaches its climax at the Easter Vigil, 
traditionally held after sunset on Holy Saturday. The 
service begins in darkness as a new fire is lit and the 
Paschal candle is carried into the church. Gradually, 
the light spreads as candles are shared among the 
congregation. 
 
The Vigil tells the story of Godôs saving work 
throughout scriptureðfrom creation to the exodus, 
to the promises of the prophets. Then, at last, the 
proclamation rings out: Christ is risen! 
 
Only now does the liturgy finally reach its 
conclusion. After three days of watching, praying, 
and remembering, the church celebrates the 
resurrection with joy. The long story that began at 
the table on Thursday and passed through the cross 
on Friday now finds its fulfillment in the empty 
tomb. 
 
Experiencing the Triduum as one continuous act of 
worship helps us see the heart of the Christian faith 
as a single movement: 
 
From the table, where Christ gives himself to us 
To the cross, where Christ gives his life for the 
world 
To the empty tomb, where God raises him in victory   
 
Rather than rushing directly to Easter morning, the 
church walks patiently through the whole story. We 
sit at the table with the disciples, stand beneath the 
cross, and wait in the darkness before the light of 
resurrection breaks in. 
 
This ancient pattern reaches back to the earliest 
centuries of the church. Christians gathered through 
these days to keep watch with Christ, remembering 
that the resurrection cannot be separated from the 
cross that came before it.  
 
Join in this three-day observance this year! 
 
In Peace, 
 
Pastor Cole  



 

2 

~ Birthdays ~  

1.Savannah Salvin  4/3 
2.Clayton Wells  4/3 
3.Karen Fox   4/4 
4.Sara May   4/4 
5.Danika Bursvold  4/5 
6.Michael Turner  4/8 
7.Jay Rayl   4/9 
8.Lola Davies   4/10 
9.George Ellis   4/11 
10.Judi Klaske   4/12 
11.Marlene Fitzhugh  4/13 
12.April Wells   4/17 
13. Christian Simons  4/19 
14. Janice Tsuma  4/24 
15. Steve Hathaway  4/26 
16. Val Streed   4/27 
17. Jeff Bacon   4/30 

 

April 2 -  
Maundy Thursday  
7:00pm Worship  

First Holy Communion  
 

April 3 -  
Good Friday   

7:00pm Worship  
Tenebrae Service of Darkness  

 

April 5 -  
Easter Sunday  

9:30am Worship  
Resurrection of Our Lord  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A memorial service  

in loving memory of Ken Ross  
will be held at  

Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church  
on Saturday, April 25th at 11:00am 

 

More information to follow. 

In Loving Memory 

of Ken Ross 
 
 

June 20, 1933 -  

February 17, 2026 
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 Happy Easter!  

 
 
 
 

What a wonderful time we share together. Just step outside the church doors and take in the beauty of the 
ocean before usðitôs truly a blessing. We are so grateful to be here in such a beautiful place that God has 
created. 
 
Today, Iôd like to highlight Karen Skipper. Karen has been a devoted member of OSLC for many years. She 
has been actively involved in our music ministry and currently serves on the church council. Her family 
includes her husband, John, their two sons, Paul and Timðand even a Spanish-speaking dog! 
 
Karen is always ready to lend a helping hand wherever itôs 
needed. She leads our Worship and Celebration team, which 
plays such an important role in our services. We are incredibly 
grateful for Karen and John and the time and heart they give to 
our church community. 
 
Thank you, Karen!   
 
Peace, 
MôLiz Kelly 

Womenôs Bible Study Luncheon 
 

All women are invited to join us for lunch.  
You do not need to be a member of the Bible Study. 

 
May 6, 2026 - 12:00pm  
Location: Coastal Cowboy 

214 Avenida Del Mar in San Clemente 
 

July 15, 2026 - 12:00pm 
Location: What a Dish  

24921 Dana Point Harbor Dr #100 in Dana Point  
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Worship and Celebration Í April 2026  

Philippians 2: 5-9 
 

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to 
be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking  

the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to deathð even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the 

highest place and gave him the name that is above every nameé 
 
Easter is upon us. There will be beautiful decorations and flowers in the sanctuary, wonderful music, an 
inspiring Message and all the other traditions that surround this most joyous Sunday of the church year. 
But then it is overéor is it? 
 
Easter is not just one day. The Easter season consists of 7 Sundays of celebration of Christôs victory over 
death. Not only does the season of Easter last for 7 Sundays, but, according to church tradition, every Sunday 
is a celebration of Christôs resurrection. That means 52 Sundays every year to us to rejoice in our salvation 
through the resurrection of Jesus. 
 
I like to include a Scripture verse in my newsletter articles every month. For this month, I included the above 
to remind us all that WE need to have the same mindset as Jesus ï not just on Sundays at church but all 365 
days of every year. 
  
Our church is full of wonderful, faith-led people and I am grateful to be serving our congregation as  
Chair of Worship and Celebration. 
 
In His service, 
Karen Skipper 

One of my favorite ñCoffee with Jesusò cartoons  
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YOUTH NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Ministry  
 
Our student ministry continues to gather weekly with an average attendance of 4ï5 middle 

school students and 2 high school students. Each gathering is centered on building 

community through games and fellowship, creating a welcoming and engaging environment 

for all students. 

 

Students have been intentionally engaging in spiritual growth by meditating on and 

discussing passages from the Psalms. These conversations have encouraged reþection and 

meaningful dialogue about faith and everyday life. 

 

We remain committed to investing in every student and are actively exploring ways to 

strengthen participation and deepen engagement across the ministry. 

 
 

Middle School Youth Group  
will not meet on Wednesday, April 1 and April 8.  

 

High School Youth Group  
will not meet on Sunday, April 5. 
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As we enter April, we begin preparing our hearts for 
Easter on April 5ða joyful celebration of Christôs 
resurrection and the new life we have in Him. 
 
Our journey begins with Palm Sunday. On this day, 
we sing ñHosannaò and remember Jesusô entry into 
Jerusalemða moment filled with praise and 
expectation. But very quickly, the tone begins to 
shift. As we move through the story of the Passion, 
our music becomes more reflective and prayerful. 
 
Hymns like ñAh, Holy Jesusò and ñWhen I Survey 
the Wondrous Crossò help us slow down and reflect 
more deeply on what Christ has done for us. These 
songs remind us of His suffering, His sacrifice, and 
His great love. Even familiar hymns like ñJesus Paid 
It Allò speak gently to our hearts, inviting us to 
respond with gratitude. 
 
One of the beautiful things about music in this 
season is how it leads us step by stepðfrom 
celebration into reflectionðand prepares us for 
something even greater. 
 
Then Easter morning arrivesðand everything 
changes. 
 
The music becomes joyful, bright, and full of hope. 
We sing hymns like ñJesus Christ Is Risen Todayò 
and ñChrist the Lord Is Risen Today,ò lifting our 
voices together in celebration. After the quiet, 
reflective moments of the previous weeks, this joy 
feels even more meaningful. 
 
On Easter, we sing ñHallelujah.ò Itôs a word from the 
Bible that means ñPraise the Lord.ò But itôs more 
than just a wordðitôs an offering from our hearts. 
 
During Lent, we set this word aside, which makes 
hearing and singing it again on Easter morning 
especially meaningful. When we sing ñHallelujah,ò 
we express joy, gratitude, and celebrate Christôs 
victory over sin and death. 
 
As we walk through this season, let us remember: 
ñHe is not here; He has risen!ò (Luke 24:6) 
 
This truth is at the center of everything we sing. 
Because Jesus is alive, we have hope. Because He is 

risen, we are never alone. And because of His love, 
our songs become more than musicðthey become 
our response of faith. 
 
A big thank you to everyone who shares in our 
music ministryðour beautiful vocalists Karen and 
John; our wonderful band members Dick, Greg, and 
Ben; and our congregation. When we come together, 
we truly lift one another up through music. Your 
willingness to sing, listen, and worship creates a 
space where lives are touched and faith can grow. 
 
May this season draw us closer to Christ and fill our 
hearts with His peace and joy.  
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Hannah Lee,  
Music Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Holy Week Continues, March 29-April 5 

Maundy Thursday, April 2 

Good Friday, April 3 

Easter Sunday, April 5 

Earth Day, April 22 

Administrative Professionals Day, April 22 

APRIL 
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W ô  H  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Menôs Breakfast 

will not meet during the month of April 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026 

June 8 - June 12 

Registration has begun. 

Children ages 3 (as of June 8th) 

 to Upper Elementary 

 

Go to www.oursaviorsonline.net 

and click on the VBS link to register. 

VBS forms are also available in the  

Church Office and Narthex 

 
  
 

 

 

April Í Manna Bible Study 

Tuesday - April 14, 21 & 28 
Manna will not meet on the 7th  

 

1:00pm in Pastor Coleôs office  

All are welcome 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lro p^sflo$p 

church Potluck  

First Sunday of each 

Month beginning may 3RD.  

Following 9:30am worship  

https://www.oursaviorsonline.net/uploads/1/4/7/6/147631758/01_vbs_registration_2026_.pdf
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§ The potlucks seem to be going very well each 
Sunday during the season of Lent. We have 
decided to have potlucks in the future on the first 
Sunday of each month. Sitting and chatting after 
the service while enjoying "delicious potluck 
food" gives us time to socialize. We will begin our 
"monthly potlucksò on Sunday, May 3rd. 

§ The 87" monitor in the Sanctuary is up and 
running. It was purchased for $799.00 at Costco to 
replace the broken monitor left of the Altar when 
facing the cross. The two-person installation fee 
was $210.00. The TV is under warrantee. 

§ We will have Palms & Pancakes on Palm 
Sunday. Ed said there may be leftover brats we 
can use in the church freezer.  

§ It was suggested we try to purchase hot cross buns 
for Easter Sunday. (M'Liz has a recipe that ties in 
with Easter that sounds good. Empty Tombs! We 
would need to make 48. We need volunteers if we 
choose to make M'Liz's recipe.) We will go with 
hot cross buns this year on Easter Sunday. M'Liz 
will look into finding a bakery that has them. 

§ Enrichment and Early Start programs are at full 
capacity. Summer Care enrollment is at 80% 
capacity. April 17th is Movie Night for the 
Preschool. 

§ It would be good to have church members attend 
and mingle, too.  All are welcome! 

§ We need two members of our church to attend the 
Synod Assembly in Los Alamitos in person    May 
9 and online June 20th. Please see Pastor Cole. 

§ The Roche family is joining our church. The 
family is welcomed with open arms. 

§ There was a motion to approve the fencing on 
campus which cost $6,800. The motion was 
approved and is contingent upon the preschoolôs 
approval to pay the total cost. 

§ Charles had all the handles at the school repaired 
by the door company. The doors are all readjusted 
and in good working order. Charles is waiting on 
the lumber for the preschool garden project. A drip 
irrigation is planned. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Nancy Angus, Congregational Secretary 
 

Next Meeting - Thursday, April 16 at 6:30pm 

  

To donate electronically  
Venmo us at  

OurSaviorsSanClemente 

When asked please select  
ñFriends & Socialò.  
  Thank you! 

O  Sô   
L  C 
F  R   
F  2026 

 

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful     
in their stewardship. We collected 44% of our 

February 2026 budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date 
we have funded 68% of the approved budget.  
We truly appreciate your dedication to  
Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church.  

We continue to be prudent in our spending. 
 

Thank You For Your Stewardship! 

Offering Feb 2026 FY July-Feb 

Unrestricted Gifts $8,292 $114,340.31 

Other Income $2,275 $14,175 

Budget $23,719.53 $189,756.42 

 
Social Concerns thanks you  
for your Benevolence gifts  
given in February 2026: 

 
 

 

§ Habitat for Humanity: $50 

§ World Hunger: $90 
 

Your generosity very much appreciated! 

March 2026  

School 
www.facebook.com/osls.sc   

 

 

Church 
www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline   

https://www.facebook.com/osls.sc
http://www.facebook.com/osls.sc
http://www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline
http://www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline


 

9 



 

10 



 

11 

  200 AVE SAN PABLO  

7:00pm  
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Kidõs Page - April 2026  
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