
 

    

Christmas & The Longest Night of the Year 
 

December 21st is the Winter Solstice, the longest night of the year. It is the one day a year when there 
is more darkness than any other day. It is on this darkest night where light is simultaneously the most 
absent and also the most powerful, where even the smallest or briefest light can make the most 
difference. 
 
The longest night and the longest nights of the year occur near Christmas and during the Season of 
Advent each year. This is especially fitting because while Christmas and the other winter holidays are 
a time when we feel like we need to be joyful and happy all the time, they can be some of the darkest 
and most difficult. After the loss of a loved one, changes in employment or life circumstances, or in the 
midst of troubling world events, Christmastime can be a difficult time. 
 
This is why churches across the country have “Blue Christmas” or “Longest Night” services every 
year. Last year we had such a service together with a few other congregations at Christ Lutheran 
Church. This year, we will hold another combined Longest Night service at our church. We will gather 
at 7:00pm on December 21st  in a simple worship of song, readings and reflection centered around 
God’s hope for us during this season. 
 
In the meantime, I will leave you with the concluding thoughts of the sermon I preached on the longest 
night of 2020- 
 

“Through Christ, we know that God is undoubtedly with us, because through Christ we have 
seen the lengths to which God has, will, and continues to go to meet us in the absolute darkest of times. 
God enters into it all willingly, because God so loves the world, that he gave his only son, that he 
might enter into our midnights, our dawns, and dusks, and noon times, and every minute of every day, 
so that we would never have to go through our lives alone. Even at midnight, the stars still shine. Even 
on the longest nights, the moon still rises, even when it’s hard for us to see it. Light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it.  

So though things may feel hopeless, may you remember that hope is even more present in that 
moment, just like a star is brighter in the darkness. May you take courage in the fact that God is with 
you, like a star guiding you through the night, to the Christ child lying in a manger. May you be 
comforted in knowing that you are not alone, that God too knows hurt and suffering, God knows the 
fullest depths of darkness.  

May you know undeniably, that there is no possible time, or situation, or place, or 
circumstance, or depth of darkness, that can separate you from the light and love of God through Jesus 
Christ. A light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not, will not, and cannot overcome it. 
Thanks be to God.”  
 
In Peace, 
 
Pastor Cole 
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Loretta Cooper                 12/4 
Ronan Lischalk  12/7 
Lisa Samerdyke  12/7 
Jessica Hoey                  12/9 
Timothy Skipper  12/11 
Matthew Mills   12/12 
Collette LaClair  12/13 
Julie Doyle   12/17 
Kitty Schmitt                  12/17 
Myrna Farell   12/18 
Julie McClure   12/18 
Steve Kos   12/19 
Presley Rennie  12/20 
Mike Calvert                   12/21 
Tim Hecht   12/22 
Mike Boquet   12/23 
Michael Fitzhugh  12/23 
Debbi Townsend  12/24 
George Kings   12/25 
Ethan Kings   12/26 
Norma Harkness                   12/28 
Julia Lawrence  12/28 
Kelly Mathiesen  12/29 

~ Birthdays ~  

Chris & Kim Lindholm 12/8 
Coby & Liz Derdzinske 12/11 
Mark & Betty Colby  12/29 

~ Anniversaries ~  

 

 

 
 

Saturday  December 24, 2022 

Noon  4:30pm 

Wednesday  December 21, 2022 

7:00pm 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
 

Embrace God’s hope during the longest night of the year 

 
The Christmas season can be one of the most difficult times of the year. People often feel like it should be “the most 

wonderful time of the year” when that is not always the case. December 21st is the longest night of the year and can 
also feel like one of the darkest parts of the year because of recent deaths, unexpected changes or the craziness of life. 
God’s light continues to shine and offer us hope during this time, God's light shines especially bright during these times. 

 
You are invited to join in a simple worship of song, readings and a reflection of God’s hope for us during this season on 
the longest night of the year.  All are Welcome for this ecumenical event held this year at Our Savior's Lutheran Church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday - December 25th 
9:30am 
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I am one of those people who, like Paul Harvey, wants 
“the rest of the story”. Since we are now in the season 
of Advent, I thought I would share the history of “Joy 
to the World”. In the old “Lutheran Service Book and 
Hymnal”, it was in the Advent section. In the Lutheran 
Book of Worship and Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
hymnals, it is in the Christmas section. We will sing it 
as our opening hymn on Christmas Eve. 
 
Here is the rest of the story… 
 

“Joy to the World” was written by English minister 
and hymnist Isaac Watts, based a Christian 
interpretation of Psalm 98. The song was first 
published in 1719 in Watts' collection The Psalms of 
David: Imitated in the language of the New Testament, 
and applied to the Christian state and worship. The 
paraphrase is Watts' Christological interpretation. 
Consequently, he does not emphasize with equal 
weight the various themes of Psalm 98. In first and 
second stanzas, Watts writes of heaven and earth 
rejoicing at the coming of the King. An interlude that 
depends more on Watts' interpretation than the psalm 
text, stanza three speaks of Christ's blessings extending 
victoriously over the realm of sin. The cheerful 
repetition of the non-psalm phrase “far as the curse is 
found” has caused this stanza to be omitted from some 
hymnals. But the line makes joyful sense when 
understood from the New Testament eyes through 
which Watts interprets the psalm. Stanza four 
celebrates Christ's rule over the nations.” The nations 
are called to celebrate because God's faithfulness to the 
house of Israel has brought salvation to the world.  
 
Watts's 1719 preface says the verses “are fitted to 
the Tunes of the Old PSALM-BOOK” and includes 
the instruction “sing all entitled COMMON METER”. 
In the late 18th century, "Joy to the World” was 
printed with music several times, but the tunes were 
unrelated to the one commonly used today.  
 
The tune usually used today is from an 1848 edition 
by Lowell Mason for The National Psalmist (Boston, 
1848). Mason was by that time an accomplished and 
well-known composer and arranger, having composed 
tunes such as “Bethany”, which was used for the hymn 
“Nearer, My God, to Thee. “Mason's 1848 publication 
of the current tune was the fourth version to have been 
published. The first, published in his 1836 book 
Occasional Psalm and Hymn Tunes, featured the 
present day tune (in a different arrangement) with the 
present-day lyrics; the first such publication to do so. 
The name of this tune was given as “Antioch”, and 

 

December 2022 
was attributed as being “From Handel”. A very similar 
arrangement of the tune to today's arrangement, and 
also with the present-day lyrics, was published in 
Mason's 1839 book The Modern Psalmist. It was also 
titled “Antioch” and attributed to Handel.  
 
Musically, the first four notes of “Joy to the World” 
are the same as the first four in the chorus “Lift up 
your heads” from Handel's Messiah (premiered 1742), 
and, in the third line, the same as found in another  
Messiah piece: the arioso, “Comfort ye”. 
Consequently, and with Mason's attribution to Handel, 
there has long been speculation over how much a part 
Handel's Messiah had in “Joy to the World”. It is 
known Mason was a great admirer and scholar of 
Handel's music, and had in fact became president of 
the Boston Handel and Haydn Society in 1827 and was 
also an editor for them. However, resemblances 
between Messiah and “Joy to the World”, have been 
dismissed as 'chance resemblance' by Handel scholars 
today.  
 
Moreover, several tunes have been found from the 
early 1830s closely resembling that of “Antioch”, the 
earliest of which was published in 1832 under the title 
“Comfort” (possibly as a nod to Handel's “Comfort 
ye”). This would make it at least four years older than 
Mason's first publication of “Antioch”. Other 
publications from the early 1830s further suggest the 
tune may have been around for some time before 
Mason published his arrangement. Thomas Hawkes 
published the “Comfort” tune in 1833 in his Collection 
of Tunes. In it, the attribution was given simply as 
“Author Unknown”, suggesting it may have been 
older. A 1986 article by John Wilson also showed 
“Antioch”'s close resemblance to an 1833 publication 
of “Comfort” and its associated Wesley hymn “O 
Joyful Sound”. 
 
A version by the Trinity Choir was very popular in 
1911. As of the late 20th century, “Joy to the World” 
was the most-published Christmas hymn in North 
America. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joy_to_the_World. (n.d.).  
 
I’m looking forward to this season of Joy as we wait to 
celebrate the birth of our Savior!! 
 
In His service, 
 
Karen M. Skipper,  
Director of Music 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Watts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalm_98
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn_tune
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lowell_Mason
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nearer,_My_God,_to_Thee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Frideric_Handel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah_Part_II#33
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah_Part_II#33
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah_(Handel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arioso
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah_Part_I#1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handel_and_Haydn_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Wesley
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I know it’s cliché but, Jesus IS the Reason for the Season 
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The Most Wonderful Time of the Year 
 
I am SO excited! It is once again the season of Advent 
and with it comes all of the joy and festivities that this 
wonderful season promises. But before things get rolling 
and the yearly struggle of “Merry Christmas” vs. “Happy 
Holidays” or even “Merry X-mas” ensues, I want to state 
publicly that I’m OK with any genuine greeting of peace 
and love this season. Sometimes it seems that we are so 
quick to be offended that we overlook the fact that the 
word “Holiday” is simply and old English word that 
stands for Holy Day, seems like an appropriate salutation 
to me. As for Merry X-mas, etiquette advice from the 
late 1940s indicated that X-mas should never be used in 
a greeting card as it was seen as a way of removing 
Christ from the greeting, how wrong they were, you see 
“X” in the ancient Greek represents the letter “Chi” or 
the first letter in the title “Christ”. So, wishing someone 
Merry X-mas or Happy Holidays is just a very old school 
way of remembering that “God so loved the world that 
He sent his only son…”  
   
With THAT out of the way, let’s talk about the 
wonderful things happening with the youth and children 
that are a vital part of the church family here at Our 
Savior’s. Our congregation will enjoy a wonderful 
“Preschool Sunday” on December 18 which will include 
the little ones singing during worship, A pancake 
breakfast put on by our middle and high school youth, 
and of course a visit from the big guy in red, Santa! It 
should be a wonderful day.  
 
Our middle school youth will be throwing our annual 
Christmas party on Wednesday, December 14 complete 
with a white elephant gift exchange, which can 
sometimes produce some cool surprises. Our high school 
youth will have their Christmas party on December 18 
with the same goofy games and gift exchange, always a 
great time. 
 
Additionally, our confirmation students as well as some 
of our youth alumni will be making our annual trip down 
to San Diego to serve breakfast for the hungry at the 
Third Avenue Charitable Organization (T.A.C.O.) at the 
end of the month. 
 
No matter what YOUR holiday looks like, I wish you 
and your family the most loving and meaningful 
experience this season. Let your light shine, for this is 
indeed the season for it. 
 
Glory to the newborn King! 
 
Bob Cooper 
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry 

Youth and Children’s Ministry 

by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry 

Youth Calendar 
 

December 4 - Sunday 
HSYG 6:30pm, YR 

December 7 - Wednesday 
MSYG 6:30pm, YR 

December 11 - Sunday 
HSYG 6:30pm, YR 

December 12 - Monday 
Welcome INN 4:00pm 

December 13- Tuesday 
Gilchrist House 6:00pm 

December 14- Wednesday 
MSYG Christmas Party 6:30pm, YR 

December 18 - Sunday 
Pancake Breakfast 10:30am, Patio 

HSYG Christmas Party 6:30pm, YR 
December 21 - Wednesday 

No MSYG 
December 25 - Sunday 

No HSYG 
December 28 - Wednesday 

No MSYG 
December 30 - Friday 

Service @ T.A.C.O. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

January 14-16, Saturday 
Family Winterfest @ El Camino Pines 

 
January 20-22, Friday 

High School/Middle School Winter Retreat  
@ El Camino Pines 
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What’s Happening @ Our Savior’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday ǀ December 10th 
 8:00am - 9:30am 

 

Calling all men…  
 

You are invited to join us for a  
men's breakfast and fellowship at OSLC.  

 
  

Manna Bible Study in December 

at 1:00pm in the Founders Room 

Tuesdays - December 6, 13 & 20 

(Manna will not meet on the 27th) 
 

All are welcome! 

Women’s Bible Study 

“Esther” by Beth Moore 

Tuesday, December 13 & 27 

9:30am in the Founders Room 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Weekly Walking Group ǀ Tuesday’s at 8:00am  
 

Meet at North Beach trail head. 
We will walk the beach trail to the pier and back. 

All OWLs and OWLs in training  
(those below 55) are welcome to join us! 

 

 School 
www.facebook.com/osls.sc  

Church 

www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline  

https://www.facebook.com/osls.sc
http://www.facebook.com/osls.sc
http://www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline
http://www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline
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Poinsettia Order Form 

 

Order Name _______________________________ 

 

Phone # _____________________________ 

 

Qty _________ ($20.00 each) 

 
Circle below “In Memory of” or “In Honor of”   
(Please print clearly) 
 

In memory of/In honor of: 
 

_________________________________________ 
 

In memory of/In honor of: 
 

_________________________________________ 
 

In memory of/In honor of: 
 

_________________________________________ 
 

In memory of/In honor of: 
 

_________________________________________ 
 
In memory of/In honor of: 
 

_________________________________________ 

hristmas is coming and the Worship & 
Celebration Ministry is already planning the 

decorations for our Sanctuary and Narthex!  

 

As in past years, the congregation will have an 
opportunity to purchase Poinsettias “In Honor or In 
Memory” of a loved one. The price is $20.00 each. 
You may purchase more than one if you like. These 
beautiful Poinsettias will adorn the Altar and 
Sanctuary Christmas Eve. The Poinsettias may be 
taken home after Christmas.  

 

All orders & payment are due by  
Monday, December 12th. Memo: “Poinsettia”  

 
Forms also available in the Narthex,  

church office and online at 
www.oursaviorsonline.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to give flowers in recognition of 
a particular event such as a birthday, anniversary, 
honor or memory of a loved one please put your 
name next the date in that month. Along with your 
name please include the name of your love one or 
the occasion/celebration. information 
 

first come… 
    first serve for choice of date. 
        please try and keep one  
               family per line. 

 
Flowers are $30.00  

 

Payment options: (Venmo, Cash or Check) 
 

 Venmo us at “OurSaviorsSanClemente” 
(memo Flowers) 

 Mail your check to the church office or drop 
off in the offering box. memo“Flowers” 

2023 
Flower  
Calendar 



 

8   

 

Christmas Giving Tree 

Supporting  

SC Military Family Outreach 

During the Month of December 
 
Our Christmas Giving Tree will provide baby items 

for the Military Mom’s Baby Shower in  
January 2023. This event is hosted by the  
San Clemente Military Family Outreach.  

 
We will be collecting gifts the entire month of 
December. Please select a gift tag or two and  

bring your unwrapped gifts to place under  
the tree in the Narthex. 

 
Suggestions for gifts include:  

 
Baby Clothes 0-24mo (no pinks or blues please), 
Pajamas, Booties, Socks, Hooded Bath Towels,  

Swaddles, Baby Toys, Books, Hygiene Items 
(Nail Clippers, Thermometers, Soft 

Hairbrushes), Diaper Bags,  
Receiving Blankets, Bibs, Burp Cloths,  

Diapers NB-1 and 2, Wipes,  
Diaper Cream, Baby Bath Soap. 

 
Larger items are welcome! Strollers,  

High Chairs, Car Seats, Carriers,  
Pack ‘n Plays, Play and Learn Mats,  

Baby Monitors, Bouncers, etc.  
 

We thank our military families and  
appreciate their service!  

 
This is one small way to show them that we care. 

Welcome INN  

Meal Service  

Monday  Dec 12 

 

Volunteer to provide food through Signup Genius. 
Please drop items in the kitchen before 2:30pm for 
assembly at church.  
 
We will be handing out Carl’s Jr. Gift cards so any 
donation is appreciated. 
 
Anyone or any family interested in taking over this 
worthwhile ministry in January 2023 please let Jim 
Wall know. 

 

Our Welcome INN coordinator is Jim Wall @ 
jimroberta@yahoo.com or (209) 534-9584.  

FALL FOOD DRIVE 
for FAMILY ASSISTANCE MINISTRIES 
 

A big thank you to church members and school 

families who donated food for FAM.  

This is the time FAM fills their pantry for 

distribution during the year. 

SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS  
 

We Are Sent To Serve! 

mailto:jimroberta@yahoo.com
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News from Congregation Council 
November 2022 

 

• There will be a Pre-school visit with Santa 
December 18, followed by a pancake breakfast 
by Our Savior’s youth. 

• There will be two Christmas Eve services. The 
first at 12:00pm and the second at 4:30pm. 

• Christmas Day service will be at 9:30am. 

• Our cross is scheduled for repair by the end of 
December. Thank you, Charles Simon for your 
hard work. 

• Another infant-care teacher has been hired. 
Thank you, Amy Rivas, Pre-school Director. 

 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Lola Davies 
Congregation Council Secretary 
Next Council Meeting December 13, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Social Concerns Ministry thanks you for 
your benevolence gifts given in October 2022  

over and above general giving. 
 

 ELCA World Hunger: $130 

 FAM Hunger Walk: $480 

 Habitat for Humanity of OC: $30 

 Lutheran Disaster Response Hurricane: $200 

 Welcome INN: Food Contributions 
 

Your generosity is so appreciated! 

Our Savior’s  
Lutheran Church 
Financial Report  

October 2022 
 

 

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful in 
their stewardship. We collected 103% of our October 

budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date we have 
funded 99% of the approved budget. We truly 

appreciate your dedication to Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church. We continue to be prudent in our spending. 

 
Fellowship Hall Building Fund Balance:  

October 2022: $591,592.36 
 

Building 300 Classrooms Mortgage Balance: 
October 2022:  $ 317,249.24 

Projected loan payoff: September 2031 

 

Thank You For Your Stewardship! 

Offering Oct 2022 FY July-Oct 

Unrestricted Gifts $29,223 $112,588 

Budget $28,500 $114,000 

 

If you prefer to donate 
electronically  

Venmo us  
@OurSaviorsSanClemente 

or scan the QR code.  
 

We truly appreciate your generosity.                     

 
November 22, 2022 

Update 
 
 

Thank you to those of you who have returned 
your pledge cards. 

• 129 pledge cards were mailed. 

• 35 pledge cards have been returned. 

• $146,040 has been pledged. 
 

Please remember to return your pledge card. 
Preparing a budget is very difficult without 

knowing the pledged offering. 
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Preschool & Kid’s Page - December 2022 

PANCAKE 

The preschool will be closed  
for Christmas break: 

December 19th - January 2nd 

We return on January 3, 2023 
 

We hope you have a  

joy - filled  

Christmas season. 



 

1
1

   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

1 

 
 

2 3 

 
 

4 
 
9:30 Worship 
 
6:30 HSYG 

5 

 
 

6 
 

 
8:00 OWLs Walk 
 
 

1:00 Manna Bible Study 
 

 
 

7 
 
 

6:30 MSYG 

 

 

8 

 
5:30 Annual Christmas 
Dinner @ Hapa J’s 

 
 
 

9 

 
 

10 
 
 

 
 
 

8:00 Men’s Breakfast 
 

11 
 

9:30am Worship 
 

4:00 “I Heard the Bells 
as I Wandered”  
@ OSLC 
 

6:30 HSYG, YR 

12  
 
4:00 Welcome INN 
Dinner 

13   
 

8:00 OWLs Walk 
 

9:30 Women’s Bible 
Study 
1:00 Manna Bible Study 
 

6:00 Council Mtg 

 

6:00 Gilchrist House 

14   
 

 

6:30 MSYG Christmas 

Party 

15 

 
 

 
 
 
 

16 

 
 

17 
 
 

 

18 
 

 

9:30 Worship, 
Preschool Sunday 
 

10:30 Pancake 
Breakfast with Santa 
 

6:30 HSYG Christmas 
Party 

19  School Break  
 
 

20 School Break  
 
 
8:00 OWLs Walk 
 
 
 

1:00 Manna Bible Study 
 

 
 

 

21 School Break  
 

 

 
7:00 Longest Night 
 

No MSYG- will resume 
Jan 4, 2023 

22  School Break  
 

 
 
 
 
 

23 School Break  
 

 

24 
 

 
 

Christmas Eve 
Worship 

Noon  4:30pm 

25 
 

 
 

Christmas Day 
Worship 

9:30 Lessons & Carols 
 

HSYG will not meet 

26   School Break  
 
 
 
 
 
 

27  School Break  
 
8:00 OWLs Walk 
 
9:30 Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

 

28  School Break  
 
 

No MSYG- will resume 

Jan 4, 2023 

 
 

29  School Break  30  School Break  
 
 
 

6:00am Service trip to 
T.A.C.O. 

 31   
       

First Sunday of the month 
Last Sunday of the month 

Served every Sunday 

Holy Communion  
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