The Messenger ǀ December 2021
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School ▪ San Clemente, California
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
For the past month I have been tending my flock.
I have made sure each member of the flock has been fed, watered and warmed as they have continued to grow
and become increasingly able to live away from the warmth of a heat lamp.
I am now at a point where my six Speckled Sussex chicks are almost ready to move out into their coop. They
still have a bit of their baby fluff but they are almost completely feathered and are currently able to spend time
during the day outside exploring and foraging.
Although it has only been a month it has felt like a lot of waiting. Amanda and I have been doing a lot of
waiting lately We are waiting for our furniture to arrive sometime in February. We are waiting for our sofa to
be made. We are waiting for colder weather. And, we are also waiting for Christmas. This all seems fitting
though considering Advent is a season of waiting.
Advent waiting, however, is not passive. Amanda and I placed an order for our furniture and now, as we wait,
there is nothing more for us to do. Nothing we do or do not do will have any effect on the speed in which the
furniture is manufactured and shipped to us. Advent waiting is different. We do not simply prepare for
something to be delivered to us. We pray, worship, reflect and take up other practices so that we are ready to
recognize the infant Christ when he comes into our midst.
Physical things like our furniture will show up on our doorsteps and in our mailboxes exactly where they are
expected. The infant Christ, the king of kings, did not show up where anyone expected. God still does not
show up where we expect.
We prepare during Advent, and in fact yearlong in our lives of faith, because we need to be prepared.
Prepared for what we cannot imagine, but nonetheless are moving forwards in faith. Moving in line with
God’s mission even when we do not know the way or when the way seems uncertain.
My prayer during this season is that you can get ready to glimpse God and God’s action in new and exciting
ways. God is at work and leading us into the future. The future God has prepared for us is something better
than anything we could imagine or prepare for ourselves. It would be all too easy to sit by and wait stagnantly
but we are called to an active waiting. Actively anticipating and hoping for the unexpected things God has in
store for us and our communities.
In Peace,
Pastor Cole
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Friday  December 24, 2021
Noon  4:30pm  11:00pm
Christmas Eve Worship Service

Beginning
Sunday,
January 2, 2022

We will return to two services.
8:30am - Contemporary

~ Anniversaries ~
Chris & Kim Lindholm
Coby & Liz Derdzinske
Wayne & Susan Warden
Mark & Betty Colby

10:30am - Traditional
Please show your support by
worshipping in person.
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Tuesday
December 21, 2021
7:00pm
Honor your loss …. Embrace God’s hope
The Christmas season can already be difficult with the need to feel like it should be “the most wonderful time of the year”
when that is not always the case. This year, after a global pandemic and various losses, Christmas may feel difficult. In this
difficulty, and during the darkest part of the year we are not alone. God’s light continues to shine and offer us hope.
Please join us in a simple worship of song, readings and a reflection of God’s hope for us during this
season on the longest night of the year. All are Welcome for this ecumenical event.
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Grateful Celebration
All of us here at Our Savior’s have so much for which to be grateful. We spent the last year in preparation and
anticipation of our new pastor. The long-awaited day came on November 15, with Cole McGlynn becoming
our new pastor. November 21 was a big day as well! Pastor Cole led us in worship that morning, and was
ordained, along with his wife Amanda, that afternoon. We are so grateful that God brought Pastor Cole to all
of us here at Our Savior’s.
During advent, we look forward to the birth of Jesus. It is also a time of preparation and anticipation as we
await the coming of our Lord. Alas, Christmas day brings great joy as we celebrate His birth.
Come celebrate with us in person each Sunday. We prayed for a new pastor, and God answered our prayers.
Now, during advent, we pray for the coming of our Lord. We have so much to be grateful for, and so much to
share. Come, be a part of it.
In Peace,
Connie Lawrence
Council President
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2021
“God never gives someone a gift they are not capable of receiving. If he gives us the gift of Christmas it is
because we all have the ability to understand and receive it.” ~ Pope Francis
It is the beginning of December… Are your Christmas lights up yet? Have you ordered Christmas cards? Is the
Elf on the Shelf? Container ships are backed up off our coast – what if you can’t get all the presents on your
shopping list in time? Have you bought the ingredients for your Christmas cookie baking marathon? Should
you serve turkey or ham for Christmas dinner??
These are questions that I hear people fret about during the last month before December 25, Christmas Day.
When I read the quote that I shared at the beginning of this article, I had to stop and think about Pope Francis’
words, “…He [God] gives us the gift of Christmas… because we all have the ability to understand and receive
it.” I believe that God has given us the ability to understand and receive the most wonderful gift of Jesus, God
Incarnate, who came to walk with us in the flesh on Christmas.
Here is a list of 50 “gifts” that Scripture tells us we can receive (from 50 Gifts God Has Given Us – Stacey
Salsbery (deeperdevos.org):
Light – “In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.” John 1:4-5
Food – “The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season.” Psalm 145:15
Rest – “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28
Presence – “And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:20
Peace – “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let
not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” John 14:27
His Spirit – “And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” Romans 5:5
Life – “I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus…”
1 Timothy 6:13
Breath – “In his hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of all mankind.” Job 12:10
Steadfast Love – “Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!”
Psalm 107:1
Mercy – “The LORD is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made.” Psalm 145:9
Warning – “For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will
judge his people.”” Hebrews 10:30
A Future – “For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all
comparison.” 2 Corinthians 4:17
Rain – “He gives rain on the earth and sends waters on the fields.” Job 5:10
His life – “Even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom
for many.” Matthew 20:28
An eternal kingdom – “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom.” Luke 12:32
Justice – “And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long
over them?” Luke 18:7
Victory – “But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1
Corinthians 15:57
Leadership – “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers to
equip the saints for the work of ministry…” Ephesians 4:11-12
Eternal Life – “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” Romans 6:23

Continued on page 5
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His Word – “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105
Riches – “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.” 2 Corinthians 8:9
Worth – “Why, even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not; you are of more value than
many sparrows.” Luke 12:7
Shelter – “For you have been a stronghold to the poor, a stronghold to the needy in his distress, a shelter
from the storm and a shade from the heat…” Isaiah 25:4
Counsel – “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye
upon you.” Psalm 32:8
Possessions – “Everyone also to whom God has given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy them,
and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil – this is the gift of God.” Ecclesiastes 5:19
Righteousness – “The righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there
is no distinction.” Romans 3:22
Reconciliation – “More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom
we have now received reconciliation.” Romans 5:11
Adoption – “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God.” John 1:12
Grace – “But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.” Ephesians
4:7
Evidence – “For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without
excuse.” Romans 1:20
Confidence – “By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of
judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world.” 1 John 4:17
Inheritance – “Born again…to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you.” 1 Peter 1:3-4
Acceptance – “But in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.”
Acts 10:35
Belonging – “And you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.” 1 Cor. 3:23
Security – “All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast
out.” John 6:37
Wisdom – “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach,
and it will be given him.” James 1:5
Repentance – “God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and
forgiveness of sins.” Acts 5:31
Kindness – “…for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil.” Luke 6:35
Unity – “The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are
one.” John 17:22
Purpose – “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10
Freedom – “And by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be
freed by the law of Moses.” Acts 13:39
Strength – “I can do all things through him who strengthens” Philippians 4:13
Hope – “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” Romans 15:13
Every Good Thing – “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” James 1:17
Children – “Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward.” Psalm
127:3
Joy – “These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.”
John 15:11
Forgiveness – “For this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness
of sins.” Matthew 26:28
Salvation – “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God.” Ephesians 2:8
Continued on page 6
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Love – “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16
A Sign – “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” Isaiah 7:14
“And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a
sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” Luke 2:10-12
I pray for the willingness to accept all the gifts that God is offering. Have a blessed Christmas,
In His service,
Karen M. Skipper
Director of Music
I love Christmas presents but...here is a little “Bah Humbug” from Coffee with Jesus.
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Youth and Children’s Ministry
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry

This Little Light of Mine
Ahh, Christmas time, is there any better time of the
year? On my evening walks around my neighborhood
I am seeing the decorations going up and they are, as
always, wonderful. The neighborhood that I live in is
one of the older communities in town and we really
embrace our “Mid-century” look and feel. Most of the
houses put up Christmas decorations that include
lights, beautiful, colorful lights, the big multi-colored
lights that harken back to the same mid-century time
that many find so comforting.
My house is no exception, I have the classic single
string of mis-matched, multi-colored lights, some clear
-colored, some opaque, some blink, some do not, and
they are all beautiful. As I was looking at them it
dawned on me what a wonderful reminder these lights
are of the body of Christ. No two lights are exactly the
same, by now they have all come from different stores,
different boxes, they are different shapes and colors,
yet they all share the same source to give them life.
They all hang side by side in harmony not trying to
outshine each other but rather complimenting each
other to provide for the common good, a literal
example of letting their light shine.
I think we can all learn a lesson from these simple
Christmas lights and do our best this holiday season
and throughout the rest of the year to not worry about
what’s under the tree but rather how we can shine our
light in such a way that all can see the goodness that
can be gained by being good neighbors.
Our Youth will be doing their part by taking part in the
Welcome Inn dinners, serving at T.A.C.O. in San
Diego, serving at Gilchrist House, and enjoying the
combined ministry Christmas celebrations with our
partner congregations from other South County
congregations.
I wish everyone a merry and meaningful Christmas.
Peace on Earth,
Bob Cooper
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry
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Youth Calendar
December 1 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
December 7 - Tuesday
Kids Club 4:00pm, YR
December 8 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
December 11 - Saturday
Sanctuary Clean-up 9:30am
December 12 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, YR
December 13 - Monday
Welcome INN 4:00pm, Doheny
December 14- Tuesday
Gilchrist House 6:00pm
December 15- Wednesday
MSYG Christmas Party 6:30pm, YR
December 19 - Sunday
HSYG Christmas Party 6:30pm, YR
December 21 - Tuesday
No Kids Club
December 22 - Wednesday
No MSYG
December 26 - Sunday
No HSYG
December 31 - Friday
Service @ T.A.C.O. 6:00am

What’s Happening @ Our Savior’s

Women's Bible Study
Last Tuesday of each month
All are welcome

Weekly Walking Group
Tuesday’s at 8:00am - Meet at Pico Park across
from the U-Haul. We will walk the
beach trail to the pier and back.
All OWLs and OWLs in training (those below
55) are welcome to join us!
Questions call Roberta Wall at (209) 404-9012

Tuesday, December 28th
9:00am-11:00am
Hosted by Bonnie Little
Please call the church office for
Bonnie’s address.

Manna Class Resumes…
In the Founders Room
New Day...Same Time

Saturday ǀ December 11th
8:00am - 9:30am

Tuesday, December 7 & 14, 2021
@ 11:00am

Calling all men…

Beginning Tuesday, December 28
Manna will start meeting at 1:00pm

You are invited to join us for a
men's breakfast and fellowship at OSLC.

Newcomers are always welcome!

Welcome INN
Meal Service

Monday  Dec 13
Thanks to all who participate! You know the drill.
Please respond to Sign-Up Genius if you are able to
provide food and deliver it to the church kitchen
before 2:00pm so the meals can be assembled oncampus.
We plan to hand out $5 Carl’s Jr gift cards and new
socks as Christmas gifts at the December meal and
welcome your monetary donations to cover this. Be
sure to memo: Welcome INN.
Our Welcome INN coordinator is Jim Wall @
jimroberta@yahoo.com or (209) 534-9584.
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2022
Flower
Calendar
hristmas is coming and the Worship &
Celebration Ministry is already planning the
decorations for our Sanctuary and Narthex!

If you would like to give flowers in recognition of
a particular event such as a birthday, anniversary,
honor or memory of a loved one please put your
name next the date in that month. Along with your
name please include the name of your love one or
the occasion/celebration. information

As in past years, the congregation will have an
opportunity to purchase Poinsettias “In Honor or In
Memory” of a loved one. The price is $18.00 each.
You may purchase more than one if you like. These
beautiful Poinsettias will adorn the Altar and
Sanctuary Christmas Eve. The Poinsettias may be
taken home after Christmas.

first come…
first serve for choice of date.
please try and keep one
family per line.

All orders & payment are due by
Monday, December 13th. Memo: “Poinsettia”

Flowers are $30.00
Payment options: (Venmo, Cash or Check)

Forms also available in the Narthex,
church office and online at
www.oursaviorsonline.net

Venmo us at “@OurSaviorsSanClemente”
(memo Flowers)
 Mail your check to the church office or drop
off in the offering box. memo“Flowers”


Poinsettia Order Form

Church

Order Name _______________________________

www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline

Phone # _____________________________
Qty _________ ($18.00 each)

School

Circle below “In Memory of” or “In Honor of”
(Please print clearly)

www.facebook.com/osls.sc

In memory of/In honor of:
_________________________________________

In memory of/In honor of:
_________________________________________
In memory of/In honor of:
_________________________________________
In memory of/In honor of:
_________________________________________
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Christmas Giving Tree – New Shoes for the New Year

Family Assistance Ministries

Athletic Shoe Drive November 28 - January 2
We need 200 pairs of NEW athletic shoes (sneakers) for preschool and
elementary age children. The shoes will be distributed at a special event
on January 8th at FAMs office. There is no need to take a tag from the
tree. Simply purchase a pair of sneakers Child Size 5 – Adult Size 7
and bring to the Narthex. We especially need shoes for elementary boys
and girls. Stay tuned for volunteer opportunities to sort,
deliver and hand-out the shoes.
FAM is so appreciative of this project that we’ve been doing since 2007!
Invite your family and friends to donate a pair of sneakers, too.
Or make a monetary donation, memo:
Shoes, by December 26 and we’ll shop for you.
Questions please contact Linda Howard @
Cell: (949) 422-5258
Email: howard.ljh55@gmail.com
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Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church
Financial Report
October 2021
Average Weekly Offering

$ 5,008

Budget Requirement

$ 7,979

Offering

October 2021

News from Congregation Council
November 2021


FYTD

Unrestricted Gifts

$25,043

$ 99.581

Budget

$31,916

$127,667





Our members and visitors continue to be faithful in
their stewardship. We collected 78% of our October
budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date we have
funded 78% of the approved budget. We truly
appreciate your dedication to Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church. We continue to be prudent in our spending.
Designated Gifts

Oct 2021




Jul - Oct FYTD

World Hunger

$ 180

$ 720

Habitat for Humanity

$

90

$ 170

$ 270

$ 540

Total



We sadly said goodbye to Pastor Rich on
November 14, 2021. Thank you, Pastor Rich, for
your service to Our Savior’s.
We welcomed Pastor Cole on November 15,
2021. We look forward to working with Pastor
Cole in the coming years.
Christmas Dinner will be at Hapa J’s.
Information will be published in the newsletter as
well as inserts in the weekly worship folder.
We will be going to two services on January 2,
2022. First will be at 8:30am, second will be at
10:30am.
Stewardship campaign going well.
New candelabras have been ordered.

Respectfully submitted by:
Lola Davies
Congregation Council Secretary
Next Council Meeting December 14, 2021

Fellowship Hall Building Fund Balance:
October 2021: $588,980.76
Building 300 Classrooms Mortgage Balance:
October 2021: $ 412,127.99
Projected loan payoff: September 2031

Thank You For Your Stewardship!

Dear Pres Connie & People of Our Savior’s,

I cannot express in words how grateful I am for the
loving send-off and generous gift you gave me on
my last Sunday. I was so blessed to be your interim
pastor, and am excited for you as you begin writing
a new chapter of ministry w/Pastor Cole.

If you prefer to donate
electronically Venmo us
“@OurSaviorsSanClemente”.
We truly appreciate
your generosity.
Thank you!

I will see you in my prayers, and I look forward to
when our paths cross again in God’s Kingdom.
Peace and joy in Christ,
Pr Rich Ajer
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Kid’s Page
December 2021

December 2021
Preschool Happenings
The preschool will be hosting Breakfast with
Santa on December 18th from 9:00am -11:00am
for preschool students and their families.
Classroom parties will be December 16 and 17.
Our Staff party will be in our newly furnished
breakroom on December 17. We will be very
busy during the month of December celebrating
the birth of Jesus and fellowship with each other.
Preschool will be closed December 20 through
December 31 for Christmas break. We will return
to school on Monday, January 3, 2022. We wish
you all a very blessed Christmas.
Blessings,
Joan Lundbohm
Preschool Director

Sunday School is resuming as we go back
to two services on January 2nd.

Sunday School will be offered for children age 3
(and potty trained) to 2nd grade at the 8:30am
service. Children will start out in worship with their
families, go up for the Children's Message and then
head to Sunday School after. While at Sunday
School children will have time for a lesson, a craft
and fun before returning back to the church before
communion.
If you would like to volunteer to help please look out
for an email/more information in the weekly
messenger.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

8

9

10

11

6:30 MSYG

5:30 Annual Christmas
Dinner @ Happa J’s

6:30 MSYG
6:30 Celebration Singers
First Sunday of the month

“World Hunger”

5

Third Sunday of each month

Last Sunday of the month

6

7

9:00am Blended
Worship

8:00 OWLs Walk
11:00 Manna Bible Study
4:00 Kids Club

6:30 HSYG

8:00 Men’s Breakfast
9:30 Sanctuary Clean-up

6:30 Celebration Singers

14
12
9:00am Blended
Worship
4:00 “A Bell Noel”
@ OSLC
6:30 HSYG, YR
19 “Building Fund”

13

14

4:00 Welcome INN
Dinner

8:00 OWLs Walk
11:00 Manna Bible Study
6:00 Council Christmas
Party
6:00 Gilchrist House

20 School Break

9:00am Blended
Worship

“Habitat”
9:00am Blended
Worship

HSYG will not meet

16

17

8:00 OWLs Walk

18
4:00 South Coast Singers
@ OSLC

6:30 MSYG Christmas
Party

22 School Break

23 School Break

24 School Break

25

Christmas Eve
Services
Noon  4:30
11:00pm

Wednesday Activities will

6:30 HSYG Christmas
Party
26

21 School Break

15

resume Jan 5, 2022

Kids Club will not meet
7:00 Longest Night

27 School Break

28 School Break
9:00 Women’s Bible
Study @ Bonnie’s
1:00 Manna Bible Study

29 School Break

30 School Break

31

Holy Communion

Wednesday Activities will
resume Jan 5, 2022

6:00am Service @
T.A.C.O.

Served every Sunday

Here’s to another year ending and a new year beginning.
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