
 

  

Looking Forward to Another Exciting Year of Ministry and Fun 
 

September brings with it the beginning of our program year. After the festivities of Rally Day on Sunday, 
September 11, Preschool Chapel, Wednesday night programming and Sunday School for little ones will start. 
My hope for this year is that all of our programs and ministry will offer people and families of all ages an 
opportunity to build relationships, know the love of God, and explore what faithful living looks like for us 
today. 
 
We will continue to worship together on Sundays at 9:30am and get to pray, sing, hear the Scriptures and 
explore the Bible and the difference God makes in our lives through a combination of sermon series and 
sermons based on appointed lectionary texts. After the children’s message, we will start inviting children to go 
with our new children’s minister, Danika, for an intentional, related, and age focused lesson and activity. After 
the sermon and right before communion, the children will rejoin their families for the rest of worship. 
 
You may have noticed that in the Sanctuary there is a large barnyard scene on one of the walls with the words 
“The Bible Barnyard” above. Each week in Preschool Chapel, I will be using various animals from the Bible to 
tell Bible stories and teach about God’s love for us. These animals will include the dove that Noah sent out 
from the Ark, the ravens that helped feed the prophet Elijah, the bees that helped make the promised land 
overflow with milk and honey, and so many more. You will notice cutouts of these animals appearing in the 
Bible Barnyard each week Preschool chapel meets. 
 
Wednesdays we will have an opportunity to gather together for a meal and then split into groups. Adults will 
go with me for a study where we will examine different aspects and challenges we face in modern life and how 
our faith might speak to and inform how we live our lives. Children from age four through eighth grade will 
play games and have different devotions each week. After this, our middle school and confirmation group will 
meet. 
 
In addition to all these regular activities, we will continue to find and plan opportunities for adults, children, 
youth and families to get together for fellowship, fun, and learning, go on retreat, or venture out for various 
outings.  
 
It is an exciting time to get to be church together and we have lots of great things to look forward to this year at 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School! 
 
In Peace, 
 
Pastor Cole  

The Messenger 

September 2022 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School  ▪ San Clemente, California 

“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve” 
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September Birthdays, Anniversaries & More 

~ Birthdays ~  

Masen Karsten  9/5 
M’Liz Kelly   9/5 
Joyce Engelbretson  9/10 
Peggy Heyes   9/13 
Layna Hathaway  9/14 
Nancy McKelvey  9/14 
Don Lund   9/16 
Miyeko Kinoshita  9/17 
Andrea Apodaca  9/18 
Alexa Horvath   9/20 
Ed Fox    9/23 
Steve Karsten   9/23 
Gregg Horvath  9/25 
Matthew Hoye   9/26 
Carrie Reyes   9/26 
Christy Karsten  9/27 
Peter Lawrence  9/27 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

If we missed your birthday, 
anniversary or have any contact 
information updates please call 
or e-mail the church office at  

 (949) 492-6164 
OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net  

Monday, September 5th 

Vince & Beth Ammann  9/1 
Justin & Kristen Greco   9/1 
Nick & Marianne Bourgeois  9/12 
Bobby & Sharon Guilliams  9/13 
Eugene & Tracy Hallinan  9/13 
John & Rachel Mulligan  9/13 
Shig & Miyeko Kinoshita  9/17 
Steve & Tanya Hathaway  9/23 
Steve & Linda Butkus   9/26 
Craig & Debbi Townsend  9/26 

~ Anniversaries ~ 

My name is Amy Rivas, and I am very excited to be 
the new Preschool Director at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran School. This school year will be the start 
of my fifth year at OSLS. I have been a parent of a 
preschooler here (2010), a student from Saddleback, 
substitute teacher, Pre-K aide, 2-year-old teacher 
and a 4-year-old teacher. I have worn many hats in 
preparation for becoming a director! I am looking 
forward to creating a fun, enriching, Lutheran based 
curriculum for all our students.  

 

On Sunday, August 21st 
Pastor Cole announced that 
he and his wife, Amanda are 

expecting their first baby.  
 

Due date… 
late February 2023! 

Congratulations!  
 
 

To All Families With  
6th, 7th & 8th Graders! 

 
We are sending out confirmation 
invitations during the first weeks of 
September. If you have not received an 
invitation please contact Bob Cooper, 

Pastor Cole, or the Church office and we will make sure 
you receive one.  
 

On Sunday, September 18th at 10:45am we will have 
a Confirmation Info Session. 
 

If you have any questions about confirmation ministry 
please contact Bob Cooper or Pastor Cole. 
 

Thank you,  
Bob Cooper ~ Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry 
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New Sermon Series Beginning September 11 
 

“What we need for the New Life ahead” 
 

Starting on September 11th (Rally Day) Pastor Cole will begin a 7-week series leading us through the 
book of Deuteronomy. 
 
The book of Deuteronomy consists of the speeches that Moses gave the new generation of Israelites on the 
cusp of entering the Promised Land after forty years of wilderness wandering. The teaching contained 
within Deuteronomy contains what Moses thought was important for the Israelites to remember as they 
entered into the new land and the new life God had been leading them towards. For us today, 
Deuteronomy contains instruction that is still important to remember as we too enter into the new life God 
continually leads us to. 
 
If you want to follow along, below is a reading guide for this series. You can either read the chapters of 
Deuteronomy Pastor Cole will be preaching on or the selection that will be read on Sunday and included in 
the bulletin. 

 
Week 1 (9/11) - Deuteronomy chapters 1-3 
Deuteronomy 1:27-33 
 
Week 2 (9/18) - Deuteronomy chapters 4-11 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 7:7-8 
 
Week 3 (9/25) - Deuteronomy chapters 12-16 
Deuteronomy 14:22-29 
 
Week 4 (10/2) - Deuteronomy chapters 16-18 
Deuteronomy 17:14-20 
(Pastor Cole gone on vacation) 
 
Week 5 (10/9) - Deuteronomy chapters 19-26 
Deuteronomy 26:16-19 
 
Week 6 (10/16) - Deuteronomy chapters 27-30 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 
Week 7 (10/23) - Deuteronomy chapters 31-34 
Deuteronomy 31:6-8 

 

 

 

 Manna Bible Study in August 

at 1:00pm in the Founders Room 

Tuesdays - September 6, 13, 20, 27 

All are welcome! 
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“Change is inevitable--except from a vending machine." -Robert C. Gallagher 
 
The above quote made me chuckle…especially since I identify as “Lutheran”. There is an old joke that says, 
“How many Lutherans does it take to change a lightbulb?   

 
The answer: “CHANGE?!?!?!”  

  
Soon the seasons will change. The weather will change. In November, the time will change as we “fall back.” 

 
However, the love of God never changes. 

 
Our Fall programming will have a few changes that I am looking forward to. WOW (What’s on Wednesdays) 
is returning with a community pizza feast, activities for young/old/ and “in-between” and Middle School 

Youth Group. I hope to add some new and exciting music programs to our worship. Check out the “Music 
Ministry” table at Rally Day to learn more. 
 

Here is another quote about change… 
“Without remaining open to change, we cannot remain open to life.” 

 
I am looking forward to it!! 
 
In His Service, 
 
Karen Skipper,  Director of Music 

 
 

September 2022 

Change????... 

 

Join us for a good, old-fashioned hymn sing on Wednesday, September 28th at 5:30pm. 
Join us in the Sanctuary for a night of singing and sharing as we join together in a joyful 
noise of the songs. Visit the Music Ministry table at Rally Day to request your favorite 

hymn(s)/praise songs. We will sing them together on the 28th. This activity is part of our 
“What’s On Wednesdays”, so there will be pizza and fun activities for the kids as well,  

 
“What’s On Wednesdays” begins at 5:00pm. Invite a friend! 
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Youth and Children’s Ministry 
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries 

Church 

www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline  

School 

www.facebook.com/osls.sc  

 

 

Bring on the Pumpkin Spice! 
 

Welcome back! It seems funny to say, since we have 
not really gone anywhere, but September always 
seems like a time to say, “welcome back”. Maybe it is 
because we are finally back to “in person” worship, 
we can hear the congregation praying and singing, we 
line up for communion, and our children welcome us 
to worship by ringing the chapel bell, whatever it is, it 
is indeed comforting and exciting.  
 
We have had a good summer in the youth ministry as 
we moved from VBS to some off-campus fellowship 
events at Knott’s Berry Farm and Soak City, joined 
our other network congregations for combined events, 
and continued our weekly meetings throughout the 
Summer. 
 
The youth ministry says goodbye to Kelly Mathiesen 
as our church council rep and we can’t thank her 
enough, way to show the teens how to serve! But as 
God has a way of doing, we have a wonderful and 
welcome new rep in one KC Kelly! KC has been a 
part of the youth ministry most of her life, as a 
student and now as a young adult, KC brings that 
caring and commitment along as she continues her 
good work for the church, thank you. 
 
I am also very excited to announce that I will be 
joining Pastor Cole in leading our Pre-school chapel 
music and teaching music in the pre-school, one of 
my favorite things! I really look forward to getting to 
know the children and their families. It has been said 
that if you want to start your day off right, attend a 
preschool chapel session, it’s true. 
 
We have also re-started our monthly service at the 
Gilchrist House, a transitional shelter for women and 
children. Each month a host family from our 
congregation (along with myself) plans, prepares, and 
serves a simple meal for and with the ladies and kids 
at Gilchrist House. I meet the family there and we 
share some songs and God’s love. If you are 
interested in helping with this wonderful ministry, 
please let me know, we need host families every 
month.  
 
We have much to be thankful for and new 
opportunities are presenting themselves almost daily, 
so let’s move forward boldly, for we can do no other! 
 
Loving the Fall, 
 
Bob Cooper, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

 

 

 

 
 

September 4 ~ Sunday 
HSYG 6:30pm, YR 

September 5 ~ Monday 
Labor Day 

September 6 ~ Tuesday 
Kids Club 4:00pm, YR 

September 7 ~ Wednesday 
MSYG 6:30pm, YR 

September 11 ~ Sunday 
Rally Day 11:00am, Parking Lot 

No HSYG 
September 13 ~ Tuesday 
Gilchrist House 6:00pm 

September 14 ~ Wednesday 
MSYG 6:30pm, YR 

September 18 ~ Sunday  
Final Year Confirmation Mtg 10:45am, FR 

HSYG OC YouthNet  
@Messiah Lutheran, Yorba Linda 

September 21 ~ Wednesday 
MSYG 6:30pm 

 

September 25 ~ Sunday  
HSYG 6:30pm 

September 28 ~ Wednesday 
MSYG 6:30pm 

http://www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline
http://www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline
https://www.facebook.com/osls.sc
http://www.facebook.com/osls.sc
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It’s back… 
What’s On Wednesdays 

beginning 
September 14, 2022 

 

5:00pm - 5:30pm 
Pizza Dinner 

 

5:30pm - 6:30pm 
Children, Youth & Adult Programs 

(4yrs to 8th grade & Adults) 
 

6:30pm - 8:00pm 
Middle School Youth Group 

Tuesday’s at 8:00am - Meet at Pico Park across 
from the U-Haul. We will walk the  

beach trail to the pier and back. 
 

All OWLs and OWLs in training  
(those below 55) are welcome to join us! 

 
Questions call Roberta Wall at (209) 404-9012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday ǀ September 10, 2022 

 8:00am - 9:30am 
Calling all men…  

 

You are invited to join us for a  
men's breakfast and fellowship at OSLC.  

A little bit of Corn Hole 

after Men’s breakfast. 

 
 
 
 
 
Are you a Thrivent Member? 
 
If so, you can use a free action team (you usually get 
two a year) to help cover costs of a church service 
project or fellowship event. 
 
Contact the church office if you would like to know 
more and help use your Thrivent membership to 
support the ministries of our church! 

Women’s Bible Study 

“Esther” by Beth Moore 

Tuesday, September 13th & 27th 

9:30am in the Founders Room 
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Donations Needed for Rally Day Cake Walk 

Please donate any type of baked goods: 
cakes, cupcakes, cookies, brownies, etc… 

are all great. 
 

When: September 11 

Where: Church Kitchen  

Time: Before 9:30am Sunday Service 

 
Thank you for your support, 

 

Church Council 
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Our Savior’s  
Lutheran Church 
Financial Report  

Fiscal Year Ending 
June 2022 

 
 

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful in 
their stewardship. We collected 82% of our June 

budgeted amount. Fiscal year ending June 30, 2022 
we funded 87% of the approved budget. We truly 

appreciate your dedication to Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church. We continue to be prudent in our spending. 

 
Fellowship Hall Building Fund Balance:  

June 2022: $591,070.76 
 

Building 300 Classrooms Mortgage Balance: 
June 2022:  $ 349,341.62 

Projected loan payoff: September 2031 

 

Thank You For Your Stewardship! 

Average Weekly Offering $  6,543 

Budget Requirement $ 7,7979 

Offering June 2022 July 21 - June 22 

Unrestricted Gifts $26,170 $335.932 

Budget $31,917 $383,000 

Our Savior’s  
Lutheran Church 
Financial Report  

Fiscal Year Beginning 
July 2022 

 
 

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful in 
their stewardship. We collected 111% of our July 

budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date we have 
funded 111% of the approved budget. We truly 

appreciate your dedication to Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church. We continue to be prudent in our spending. 

 
Fellowship Hall Building Fund Balance:  

July 2022: $591,218.26 
 

Building 300 Classrooms Mortgage Balance: 
July 2022:  $ 341,361.03 

Projected loan payoff: September 2031 

 

Thank You For Your Stewardship! 

Average Weekly Offering $  6,331 

Budget Requirement $ 6,577 

Offering July 2022 July 2022 

Unrestricted Gifts $28,562 $31,654 

Budget $31,917 $28,500 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Rally Day is happening with many great events on the 
schedule. Please come and join us. 

 Preschool Sunday will be on the schedule for the fall 
school session. 

 Preschool Chapel and Music are also scheduled for the fall 
session. 

 A new Children’s Minister has been hired. She is Danika 
Bursvold and will start the first week of September. 

 Repairs to our church and campus are continuing. Thank 
you for your service, Charles Simon. 

 We will continue with one Sunday service after summer, 
weather permitting. The service will continue to be at 
9:30am. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 
 

Lola Davies, Church Council Secretary 
Next council meeting will be on September 6, 2022. 

The Social Concerns Ministry thanks you for 

your benevolence gifts given in June and July  

over and above general giving. 
 

 ELCA World Hunger: $260 

 FAM: $100 + Food & Toiletries 

 Habitat for Humanity of OC: $60 

 LWR Personal Care Kits: $50 

 LWR: $50 - Ukraine 

 LDR: $50 - Kentucky Floods 

 Welcome INN: $50 
 

Your generosity is so appreciated! 
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Welcome INN  
Meal Service  

Monday - September 12 
 
 

 

Help feed the local homeless! Go to signup Genius 
and choose what you would like to provide. Please 
drop off items in the kitchen before 2:30pm so meals 
can be assembled.  
 
This is an excellent monthly outreach and we thank 
Jim Wall and helper Ed Fox for faithfully serving 
our hungry homeless. Anybody interested in 
continuing this project in January when Jim Wall 
steps down please let Jim know. What a wonderful 
family project this could be as a hands-on way to 
show Christian love to those who are struggling! 

 
Our Welcome INN coordinator is Jim Wall, 
jimroberta@yahoo.com or (209) 534-9584.  

 

Family Assistance 
Ministries  

Food & Hygiene 
Ongoing Collection 

 

FAM assists local low-income families in providing 
food, non-perishable items and full size toiletries. 

Pick up extra when you shop and place in  
black buckets in the Narthex. 

 
Most needed items for food: canned beans, soup, 

chili, fruit, vegetables, cereal, pasta and sauce, rice, 
peanut butter, jelly, mac & cheese and Ensure/Boost 

 
Most needed hygiene items: full size shampoo, 
conditioner, soap, toothpaste, razors, sunscreen, 

diapers (size 4-5-6 only), baby wipes, hand sanitizer. 
 

NO GLASS & NO EXPIRED ITEMS PLEASE  

SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS  

QUILT TYING! 
 
Thank you to all who participated in tying the quilts 
together on Saturday August 20! 
 
Julie and Lola made some beautiful quilts to go to 
Lutheran World Relief. It was fun to help by putting 
them together. These quilts will be distributed in 
disaster and war zone areas where needed.  
 
It is great to be part of the solution (in a small way) 
for the many difficult situations and natural disasters 
we hear about in the news.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rally Day is Sunday, September 11th… 
Stop by the Social Concerns table to wrap a few of 

the 244 personal care kits for Lutheran World Relief 
to hand out in disaster areas. Thank you to all who 
contributed soap, toothbrushes, nail clippers and 
money for purchasing bulk items. These basic 

necessities are very comforting to those  
who are displaced from their homes. 

mailto:jimroberta@yahoo.com
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                       September 2022 
 

The teachers and I are so excited to get the school year started! Pastor Cole 
and I have worked together to get Preschool Sundays going again monthly. 
We have also brought our weekly Chapel for the students back inside the 
chapel on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings at 9:00am. We will be having 
“Coffee in the Courtyard” for the parents from 8:45am - 9:00am before 

chapel, to meet each other and talk before they join us for chapel. We are thrilled that Mr. Cooper will be 
teaching music again on Monday and Thursday mornings at 10:00am in the chapel. We are also offering dance 
and soccer classes to the students after Lunch Bunch, Monday through Thursday.  
 
There are a few upgrades going on around campus! We had “Play n Pour” rubber poured under the Magnolia 
tree for a soft and clean play area for our students. We are very blessed to have an artist, Katy Kalt, who is an 
OSLS parent, upgrading and refreshing our big playground! She repainted the United States map (painted 
previously by a Boy Scouts Troop), painted beautiful flowers on our playground equipment shed, and will be 
painting a mural on the handball court (see photo below). She will be having parents and students (from our Pre
-K class) helping with the painting.  
 
We planted pumpkin seeds in our flower boxes on the playground in hopes there will be pumpkins growing by 
October! This is a great way to incorporate science in a hands-on way. Students are learning about the life cycle 
of pumpkins and what is needed to make our plants and food grow.  
 
I look forward to seeing you all at Rally Day! 
 
Best Wishes, 
Amy Rivas 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

         
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 

2    
 
 

3 
 

 

 

4       
 

8:30 Bible Study 
 
9:30 Worship 
 
 

6:30 HSYG 

5 
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8:00 OWLs Walk 

1:00 Manna Bible 
Study 
 

4:00 Kids Club 

6:30 Council Mtg 

7   
 
 
 

6:30 MSYG 
 
 
 

8 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

9 
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8:00 Men’s Breakfast 

11     
 

8:30 Bible Study 
 
9:30 Worship 
 

11:00 Rally Day 
 
No HSYG 

12 
 

 
 
4:00 Welcome INN 
Meal Service 
 
 

13  
 

8:00 OWLs Walk 
 

9:30 Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

1:00 Manna Bible 
Study 
 

6:00 Gilchrist House 

14 
 

 

 

5:00pm Pizza Dinner 
 

5:30pm Children, Youth & 
Adult Programs 
 

6:30 MSYG 

15  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

16    
 
 

 
 

17  
 
 

18   
 

8:30 Bible Study 
 

9:30 Worship 
 

10:45 Confirmation 
Mtg 
 

HSYG OC YouthNet 

19 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

20   
 

8:00 OWLs Walk 
 

9:00 PS Chapel 
 

1:00 Manna Bible 
Study 
 

21 
 

5:00pm Pizza Dinner 
 

5:30pm Children, Youth & 
Adult Programs 
 

6:30 MSYG 
 

 

22 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

23 24 
 
 
 

25       
 

8:30 Bible Study 
 
9:30 Worship 
 
 

6:30 HSYG 

26 
 
 
 

 
 

27 
 

8:00 OWLs Walk 
 

9:30 Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

1:00 Manna Bible 
Study 

28 
 

 

5:00pm Pizza Dinner 
 

5:30pm Children, Youth & 
Adult Programs 
 

6:30 MSYG 
 

29 
 
 

30  

Last Sunday of the month 
First Sunday of the month 

Served every Sunday 

Holy Communion  
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