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As we are in the midst of our Ezra sermon series, offerings and sacrifices have come up a lot. We learned that
when the people reentered the promised land one of the first things they did was set up the altar so that they
could resume the offering of various sacrifices. You may have been thinking to yourself- why? Why was the
sacrificial system so important to the Jewish people? To understand we need to look at the book of Leviticus.
A book that actually has a lot to tell us about stewardship- why we give, what to give and how to give.
Sacrifices were a fairly common thing in the Ancient Near East. Plenty of different people and cultures offered
sacrifices for a whole host of different reasons and with a whole host of different understandings. There was
one question that all of these sacrificial systems sought to answer- “how do we commune with and have a
relationship with divine beings?” Some groups tried to offer sacrifices as a way to persuade the gods to do
what they wanted or to ward off divine wrath or destruction. Other groups saw sacrifice as a way to serve the
gods.
In the book of Leviticus, God provided us with a concrete way to consistently and reliably have a relationship
with God. Leviticus shows us that we, imperfect and sinful as we are, are able to dwell in God’s presence, and
it even shows us how. There are a number of things that Leviticus gives instruction for- how to offer different
sacrifices, how the priesthood was to be conducted, how to prepare oneself for communion with God, how to
celebrate major festivals and more. There are a few instructions about how to offer sacrifices that are
especially relevant to us.
First, you will notice that the animals that are named for sacrifice (see Leviticus chapters 1-7) are all
domesticated animals. There are no wild game or fish included because they would not have been property,
things people owned and worked to raise and care for. Second, the animals that are offered are to be without
blemish, they are to be the best of the flock. Thirdly, the person offering the sacrifice is to lay their hand upon
the animal, connecting them to the animal and playing up the reality of ownership.
Together, these three things provide us with an important insight into the ancient sacrificial process- people
were to give something of their own, something that they would miss, and that it would not be easy. So it is
with the offerings we give today as modern people. We give of the fruit of our labors even though it is so hard
to do. We offer to share our resources and money because it frees us from money’s power. The world tells us
money and “things” are the most important things in the world. By offering up what we have we are set free
from this understanding and are freed for something far greater- relationship with God. By giving of what we
have, we serve God, help our neighbors and free ourselves from a narrative that “things” are the most
important and the most powerful things in the world.
As we enter into the summer months, I invite you to continue participating in this ancient and faithful practice
of making offerings. It is easy to let the practice lapse as we travel and recreate but it is important to continue
for our faith, for the ministries of our church and for our community.
God bless you this summer!
In Peace,
Pastor Cole
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Congratulations Amy Rivas!
On August 1st, Our Savior’s Preschool welcomes
a new director, Amy Rivas. Amy has been one of
our wonderful preschool teachers here at Our
Savior’s and is now being promoted to director.
She will be replacing Joan Lundbohm who has
accepted a position at another preschool. We are
so excited to have Amy as our new preschool
director. She will do a great job!

If you prefer to donate electronically
Venmo us at @OurSaviorsSanClemente”
We truly appreciate your generosity.
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July/August 2022
 1 Chronicles 23:5 - 4,000 gatekeepers, and 4,000 shall offer praises to the Lord with the instruments that I
have made for praise.”
 2 Chronicles 5:13 - And it was the duty of the trumpeters and singers to make themselves heard in unison
in praise and thanksgiving to the Lord), and when the song was raised, with trumpets and cymbals and
other musical instruments, in praise to the Lord, “For he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever,”
the house, the house of the Lord, was filled with a cloud.
 Psalm 104:33 - I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have being.
 Psalm 149:3 - Let them praise his name with dancing, making melody to him with tambourine and lyre!
 Psalm 150:4 - Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe!
 Daniel 3:15a - Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe,
and every kind of music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, well and good.
 Revelation 14:3 - And they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures
and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the
earth.
What do these verses have in common?
These verses, from the Old Testament, from the New Testament, from the prophets, from the songs of Kings,
all reference making music to praise God.
Besides the wonderful worship music that our team provides each Sunday, we are going to have two special
opportunities for our congregation, families, friends and ??? to make music together in a fun and social way.
On July 17, we will offer a group drumming event. Did you know…
group drumming on a regular basis can:
 Boost the immune system.
 Reduce stress.
 Synchronize the left and right brain hemispheres, which allows for deeper self-awareness and creativity.
 Support the production of endorphins.
 Increase alpha waves which allows relaxation.
 AND IT’S FUN!!
You do not need to be a drummer. You do not need to bring a drum (although you may, if you have one). It
will be an opportunity to join in a group musical activity and have some fun.
On August 21, we will join together for a good, old-fashioned hymn sing. You will have an opportunity to
request your favorite hymns/praise songs and we will join together in a fun and informal time of making music
to the Lord.
Stay tuned for more details. I look forward to making music with you all!
In His Service,
Karen Skipper
Director of Music
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Youth and Children’s Page
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries

Trust Me
Trust is a funny thing, we put our trust in so many
things and people. Every time we step outside the
door of our home, we trust that it will be there when
we return, we trust that the other drivers on the road
are sober, sane, and moral people who will obey the
laws and move about safely, and then there’s a
different kind of trust, the big kind, the important
kind, the kind we find in our relationships with God
and each other.

This has been a challenging summer for our youth,
the giant ELCA National Youth Gathering was once
again, cancelled, our service trip to Baja was
scrubbed, and our white-water rafting trip up north
fell through as well. But not to fret, we still have
some smaller, less ambitious events planned and we
still meet weekly for middle and high school youth
group time. You can’t stop youth ministry, Covid
taught us that lesson.

We have just completed another year of Vacation
Bible School (VBS) here at Our Savior’s and I can
tell you, trust played a HUGE part in it. First, we
trusted that God’s will was being done in putting on
this event, for we are called to share the good news of
God’s abundant love and in this way, we were able to
do so. As the one called to make this happen there is
a great deal of trust in the “build it and they will
come” type of trust, I mean really, will families trust
US enough to leave the most treasured people in their
lives, their children, with us? Will there be enough
volunteers, adult, and teen, to make this happen
safely? Will there be any serious drama as we bring
dozens of kids aged 3-11 onto our campus?

So be proud (but not too proud), good people of Our
Savior’s, we have a wonderful congregation full of
caring people of all ages and I am happy and honored to be allowed to lead our youth.
Have a great Summer!
Bob Cooper,
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry

Well, trust me (get it?) All those things weigh heavily
on the director and yet the big lesson to be learned
here is, yes, because while it seems like I oversee
making all of this happen, God is really in control, as
always, and God does not fail, ever.

July & August 2022
July 3 - Sunday
No HSYG
July 6 - Wednesday
No MSYG
July 10 - Sunday
HSYG 6:30pm, YR
July 12 - Tuesday
Gilchrist House 6:00pm
July 13 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
July 17 - Sunday
HSYG 6:30pm, YR
July 20 - Wednesday
Soak City 9:00am
No MSYG
July 24 - Sunday
HSYG 6:30pm, YR
July 27 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
July 31 - Sunday
HSYG 6:30pm, YR

We were blessed with a wonderful turnout of VBS
kids as well as a fantastic group of volunteers. We
had nearly 30 volunteers from the congregation that
helped this year, many adults and even more middle
and high school youth group members that all did a
fantastic job of sharing the love and making sure
everyone was safe and having fun and all culminated
in a glorious VBS Sunday outdoor celebration
worship with a capacity turnout!
After being involved with VBS for several years now,
my favorite part is watching the “passing of the
torch” by the young people that volunteer. Each year
as our high school seniors are heading off to whatever
their next stage of life is going to be, we see a
mentoring of those behind them, setting those
younger than themselves up for service and sharing
after they have move away from their parents care.
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August 3 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
August 7 - Sunday
HSYG 6:30pm, YR
August 9 - Tuesday
Gilchrist House 6:00pm
August 10 - Wednesday
No MSYG
August 14 - Sunday
HSYG 6:30pm, YR
August 17 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
August 21 - Sunday
HSYG 6:30pm, YR
August 24 - Wednesday
Knott’s Berry Farm 9:00am
No MSYG
August 28 - Sunday
HSYG 6:30pm, YR
August 31 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
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Manna Bible Study
in the
Founders Room
Each Tuesday in July* & August
@ 1:00pm
(*Manna will not meet on July 5th)
All are welcome!

Men’s Breakfast
will resume in
August 2022

Women's Bible Study
Resumes in September 2022

Weekly Walking Group
Tuesday’s at 8:00am Meet at Pico Park
across from the U-Haul. We will walk the
beach trail to the pier and back.
All OWLs and OWLs in training
(those below 55) are welcome to join us!
Questions call Roberta Wall at
(209) 404-9012

6

SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS
Welcome INN Meal Service
Monday, July 11th and August 8th
Go to Signup Genius email to help Jim Wall and Ed
Fox provide food for local homeless. Drop off items
in the kitchen before 2;30pm so helpers can
assemble meals. Any donations are appreciated for
supplies!
This is a worthwhile continuing monthly outreach
for our church.

Annual Personal Care Kits Project Continues
How can we help the many displaced people of the
world? By contributing generously to our personal
care kits!
Needed:
 400 full size bath soap bars
 200 adult size toothbrushes in original packaging
 200 metal nail clippers
 Funds to bulk purchase other items

Our Welcome INN coordinator is Jim Wall
jimroberta@yahoo.com or (209) 534-9584.

Please make checks payable to:
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church-memo LWR kits
The kits and quilts are delivered to LWR warehouses
and then shipped to partner organizations throughout
the world where needed due to conflict and natural
disasters.

Jim Wall will be ending his service by the end of the
year. This would be a fantastic project for a family to
spearhead and show some hands-on Christian love
to those who are really struggling!
Thank you Jim!

Church

Family Assistance Ministries
Food & Hygiene
Ongoing Collection

www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline

FAM assists local low-income families in
providing food and non-perishable items
plus full size toiletries.
Pick up a few extras when you shop and place
in black buckets in the Narthex and they
will be delivered periodically.

School
www.facebook.com/osls.sc
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I have so enjoyed my time here at Our Savior’s creating
an Early Childhood Campus on these beautiful grounds. I
have been mentoring one of the Preschool teachers over
the past few years and I am thrilled to let you know that
Amy Rivas who has been with the preschool for four
years will be taking over as Director. Please keep the
preschool in your prayers that the transition of leadership
goes smoothly.

Joan Lundbohm,
Preschool Director
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Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church
Financial Report
May 2022
Average Weekly Offering
Budget Requirement
Offering

Unrestricted Gifts
Budget

June 2022

$ 6,594.50
$ 7,979

May 2022

Jul - May FY

$32,972.50

$310,433.50

$31,917

$351,086

 We had a very successful annual meeting on
June 12. The budget was approved
unanimously by the congregation members in
attendance.
 The council will be on hiatus in July.
 The council will have their annual retreat
tentatively scheduled for August 6. This retreat
will be held in the Founders Room from
9:00am until 12:00pm.
 The congregation elected 4 new members to
council: Pat Kelly, Vice President, Steve
Karsten, Treasurer, Lisa Ellis, Worship &
Celebration and KC Kelly, Youth. Welcome
all. Connie Lawrence will move from President
to Stewardship.
 The council wishes you all a happy summer
and we look forward to resuming regular
business in September.

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful in
their stewardship. We collected 103% of our May
budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date we have
funded 88% of the approved budget. We truly
appreciate your dedication to Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church. We continue to be prudent in our spending.
Designated Gifts

May 2022

Jul - May FY

World Hunger

$130

$2,000

Habitat for Humanity

$ 40

$0,520

$340

$6,671

Total

Respectfully submitted by:

Fellowship Hall Building Fund Balance:
May 2022: $590,923.26
Building 300 Classrooms Mortgage Balance:
May 2022: $ 357,292.40

Lola Davies
Council Secretary
Next Regularly Scheduled Council Meeting:
September 13, 2022 at 6:30pm

Projected loan payoff: September 2031

Thank You For Your Stewardship!

You might be
on vacation...
We Aren’t!

The Social Concerns Ministry
thanks you for your extra gifts
during the month of May 2022.







Please remember that while we hope you have the
opportunity to go on vacation—your church
NEVER DOES! Please remember to send in your
tithes and gifts to the church before you go, or
offer on Sunday a gift that represents those weeks
you’ll be gone as well. Unlike the movies we
aren’t ‘paying’ for the show. We are giving as a
response to God’s gracious love to us living out
our discipleship with Christ. Thank you!

ELCA World Hunger: $130
FAM: $50 Food & Toiletries
Habitat for Humanity of OC: $40
Lutheran World Relief for Ukraine: $50
Social Concerns Ministry Quilt Fund: $10
Thank you!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Holy Communion

First Sunday of the month

3 World Hunger

Fri
1

Sat
2

7:00 Bells on the
Beach Concert @
OSLC

Last Sunday of the month

Served every Sunday

4

5

6

8:00 OWLs Walk

No MSYG

7

8

9

14

15

16

21

22

23

28

29

30

9:30 Summer Worship
4:00 Bells on the Beach
@ OSLC

No Manna

No HSYG

10
10

9:30 Summer Worship

Office Closed

11
4:00 Welcome INN

12
8:00 OWLs Walk
1:00 Manna Bible
Study

6:30 HSYG

13

6:30 MSYG

6:00 Gilchrist House

17

18

19

20

9:30 Summer Worship

8:00 OWLs Walk

9:00 Soak City

4:00 Fun Drum Circle

1:00 Manna Bible
Study

6:30 HSYG

24

25

26

9:30 Summer Worship

8:00 OWLs Walk

6:30 HSYG

No Women’s Bible
Study
1:00 Manna Bible

31
9:30 Summer Worship
6:30 HSYG

No MSYG

27
6:30 MSYG

Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3

Thu
4

Fri
5

Sat
6
8:45 Council Retreat

6:30 MSYG

7 World Hunger

8

9

9:30 Summer Worship

4:00 Welcome INN

8:00 OWLs Walk
1:00 Manna Bible
Study

6:30 HSYG

10

11

12

13
8:00 Men’s Breakfast

No MSYG

6:00 Gilchrist House

11

14

15

16

9:30 Summer Worship

8:00 OWLs Walk

6:30 HSYG

1:00 Manna Bible
Study

21

22

9:30 Summer Worship

8:00 OWLs Walk

4:00 Hymn Sing

6:30 HSYG

28 Habitat

23

29

17

18

19

20

25

26

27

6:30 MSYG

24
9:00 Knott’s Berry Farm

1:00 Manna Bible
Study

No MSYG

30

31
Holy Communion

9:30 Summer Worship

8:00 OWLs Walk

6:30 HSYG

No Women’s Bible
Study
1:00 Manna Bible
Study

6:30 MSYG

First Sunday of the month

Last Sunday of the month

Served every Sunday
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