The Messenger ǀ April 2022
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School ▪ San Clemente, California
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”

The Three Days

As we approach the Three Days of Holy Week (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Vigil), I have been
thinking about the symbols and images that these holy days bring to mind.
 For Maundy Thursday, the images that come to mind center around the foot washing or last supper. A
basin of water, a set table or water flowing from a pitcher all commemorate this day well.
 For Good Friday, the images center around the crucifixion. The cross being carried, nails, a crown of
thorns, the spear that pierced Jesus’s side, the three crosses atop Mount Calvary, the torn temple veil, the
rooster that crowed after a thrice repeated denial, or even Pilate washing his hands after sentencing Jesus
to die.
 For Easter, the images jump to the mystery and the surprise of the resurrection. An empty tomb, new
flowers, an unrecognized gardener, angels, the strips of linen that once wrapped around Jesus or the rock
rolled aside.
Of all these images that come to mind, my favorite is the torn curtain. The torn curtain seems like such an
insignificant image but it carries with it such meaning and weight. The temple curtain, in the minds of the
religious elites and professionals of Jesus’ day, was what separated God (who dwelt in the holy of holies) from
the common people. When the curtain tears, the world is shown that God could not and would not be restrained
and held to the places people thought God belonged. That God was bigger and more expansive than that. That
God’s love for us was so much far-reaching than that.
Of course, this breaking down of walls was not easy for the people of Jesus’ day and it is not easy for us either.
Things that you can contain, put under a microscope and nail down are a lot easier to understand. When God
bursts out of the places we thought God was and gave God meaning, the resulting journey to live faithfully is
not easy.
The joy of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter is indeed good news but is also a challenge. Living as
Easter people is difficult. We follow a God who burst forth from the curtain and entered fully into the world.
We follow a God that leads us in new and expected ways.
Thanks be to God.
In Peace,
Pastor Cole
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April 10 | Palm/Passion Sunday
8:30am | 10:30am
April 14 | Maundy Thursday
7:00pm Worship
(First Communion Celebration)
April 15 | Good Friday
7:00pm Worship
(Tenebrae Service of Darkness)

Join us for worship
EASTER SUNDAY
April 17th
at
8:30am & 10:30am
Special music at both services
Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday  April 17th
Between
8:30am & 10:30am services

~ Anniversaries ~
Devin & Denise Mears
Bob & Jennifer Berschauer

Come celebrate Easter at
Our Savior’s with an
Easter Egg Hunt or a pinata
depending on the age of the kids.

4/6
4/23

All kids are welcome.
We are continuing to get back together with our church family.
Tell your friends and family we wish to see
them and share smiles and love.
Donations needed: Plastic eggs and treats
(stuffed and ready are appreciated) and/or treats for the pinata.
Please bring them to the church office or Narthex by April 10th.
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April 2022 Music Notes
When this edition of “The Messenger” comes out, we will be just over halfway through Lent.
We are nearing the “finish line” as we head into Holy Week and look forward to the celebration of Easter.
My son, Tim, came up with an analogy about Lent. In February much of America watched the Winter
Olympics. They started with a great opening ceremony where people from around the world gathered in
preparation of joining together in something great. Six weeks later, the closing ritual finished it out and
everyone went home.
Lent and Easter are just the opposite. We will have the finale on Good Friday when Jesus said “It is finished”.
However, on Easter Sunday, the opening ceremony will be a time of celebration, joy, and, most of all, victory.
And, best of all, the celebration just keeps going…
Each Sunday when we gather, we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord. We praise, we confess, we pray and
we share a meal. The music that is used in worship 52 Sundays a year gives us the gift to celebrate, praise,
confess and pray.
I am thankful for the gift of music, the gift of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and the gift of the saints that
gather here each week to join in fellowship and worship.
In His Service,
Karen Skipper,
Director of Music

If you would like to sing for Holy Week and/or
Easter Sunday come and
join us for choir practice after
Mid-Week Lenten Evening Worship.

Here’s a little “Pre-Easter” Coffee with Jesus humor.
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Youth and Children’s Page
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries

April Showers
“April showers bring May flowers”, We‘ve heard
this little ditty all our lives, it’s part of growing up,
part of the changing of the seasons, part of life. As
we move forward into Spring and Summer, I hope
that we can continue the season of growth here in the
church as well. With the pandemic still lingering but
starting to show up in the rear-view mirror we are
seeing people coming back to live, in-person worship
and events and it is wonderful. We have seen a
wonderful rebound in the Lenten Mid-week Soup
Suppers, it feels really good to see each other and
gather around Jesus and a shared meal (sounds like
communion, doesn’t it?) and as of this writing we are
planning to bring back our Palm Sunday Pancake
Breakfast as well, so bring your appetite to worship
that day as we kick off Holy Week.

April 2022
April 3 - Sunday
Easter Sunday
No HSYG - Spring Break
April 6 - Wednesday
No MSYG - Spring Break
April 10 - Sunday
Pancake Breakfast Between Services
No HSYG
April 13 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
April 14 - Thursday
Maundy Thursday/1st Communion 7:00pm
April 17 - Sunday
Easter Sunday
No HSYG
April 19 - Tuesday
Kids Club 4:00pm, YR
April 20 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
April 24 - Sunday
HSYG 6:30pm, YR
April 27 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR

Speaking of Holy week, we have all our wonderful
traditions ready to be experienced together; the
amazing display of God’s inclusivity that is shown as
our young disciples come to the table for their First
Holy Communion on Maundy Thursday, the
Awesome, engaging, and even a little frightening
Tenebrae service on Good Friday, and of course the
majesty and Glory of Easter Sunday, the most
important day in all of humanity! We worship a risen
savior!
Also, looking forward, we are already in the process
of registering kids for Vacation Bible School that
will be held in June, thereby welcoming more kids
and families back onto our campus. We can use help
with putting on VBS too, so if you are willing and
available to help, please let us know, it can be a great
experience, especially if you have not spent much
time around little kids lately.
I hope that this season of re-birth and renewal brings
you all the hope and rejuvenation that you seek. I
hope that the God of love and mercy shines on you
and your family, I hope to greet you and share a meal
as we celebrate our risen Lord.
Have a great spring and I’ll meet you at the table.
Bob Cooper,
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry

One of our high school youth owning her faith
and reading scripture at Sunday Worship.
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What’s Happening
Saturday
April 9th
8:00am - 9:30am

Billie Buffington
1939 - 2021

Calling all men…

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Saturday, April 2, 2022 @ 2:00pm

You are invited to join us for a
men's breakfast and fellowship at OSLC.

Following the service join the family in the
courtyard for light bites, beverages and
perhaps a few toasts to Billie.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made
to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
in loving memory of Billie.

Manna Bible Study
in the
Founders Room

Palm Sunday
April 10th ~ 9:30am & 11:30am
(after each service)
Free Will Offering
to go towards Youth Fund

Tuesdays - April 5, 12 & 26 @ 1:00pm
Newcomers are always welcome!

Women's Bible Study
Last Tuesday of each month
All are welcome

Weekly Walking Group
Tuesday’s at 8:00am Meet at Pico Park across
from the U-Haul. We will walk the beach trail to
the pier and back.
All OWLs and OWLs in training
(those below 55) are welcome to join us!

Tuesday, April 26th
9:00am-11:00am
Hosted by Bonnie Little
Please call the church office
for Bonnie’s address.

Questions call Roberta Wall at (209) 404-9012
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Repair Work is Happening at Our Savior’s
As of this writing the white cross on the Narthex entrance has been sanded, sealed, and repainted.
The termite damage and dry rot in the church office alcove behind the stained glass has been repaired
and an eight-foot section of the gable roof was found damaged and repaired. While accessing the alcove
via the office roof the roof found with dry rot mainly due to lack of proper drainage. Visible paint lifting
has been seen above the front entrance. Assessment of the damage and necessary repair will be forth
coming.
Here are a couple before and after's:
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Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church
Financial Report
February 2022
Average Weekly Offering

$ 5,246

Budget Requirement

$ 7,979

March 2022
 After review, Council has decided to keep the Sunday

Offering

February

service hours (8:30am and 10:30am) the same for the
time being.
 The 2022 Synod Assembly is May 19-21. Pastor Cole
and Connie Lawrence will be attending. A third
congregation member (to be named later) will also
attend.
 Connie Lawrence applied for a payroll tax rebate; we
hope to qualify.
 An automated call/text system has been discussed. It
would be used to remind congregation members of
upcoming events as well as special interest items.

Jul - Feb FY

Unrestricted Gifts

$20,964

$208,754

Budget

$31,917

$255,335

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful in
their stewardship. We collected 65% of our February
budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date we have
funded 82% of the approved budget. We truly
appreciate your dedication to Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church. We continue to be prudent in our spending.

Respectfully submitted by:

Fellowship Hall Building Fund Balance:
February 2022: $590,230

Lola Davies
Congregation Council Secretary

Building 300 Classrooms Mortgage Balance:
February 2022: $ 380,963.85

Next Meeting Tuesday, April 12 at 6:30pm

Projected loan payoff: September 2031

Thank You For Your Stewardship!
If you prefer to donate electronically
Venmo us
“@OurSaviorsSanClemente”.
We truly appreciate your generosity.
Thank you!

Like us on Facebook
Church

The Social Concerns Ministry thanks you
for benevolence gifts given in February 2022
over and above general giving:






ELCA World Hunger: $180
Family Assistance Ministries: Food & Toiletries
Habitat for Humanity of OC: $50
Social Concerns Ministry Quilt Fund: $100
Welcome INN: Food, Carl’s Gift Cards,
Beanies, Socks

School

Your generosity is so very much appreciated!
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS
We are all Sent to Serve.
It is our tradition here at Our Savior’s to choose an organization or
project to benefit those in need as the beneficiary of our Lenten sacrifices.
This year, we have chosen TACO and FAM. We hope you will contribute as you are able.
Lenten Project #1

and…
Thank you for supporting our ongoing
Outreach Ministry with the
Welcome INN Meal Service
Mondays, March 11th and May 9th

TACO
Third Avenue Charitable Organization
Special offerings during Lent will be given to
TACO. TACO’s mission is to provide a safe and
welcoming place where healing of mind, body, and
spirit can happen for any and all who come. Born at
First Lutheran Church in downtown San Diego over
40 years ago, today, TACO is a 501(c)3 non-profit
social outreach program that serves the homeless,
elderly, and working poor. For many years, our
confirmation students have served at TACO during
the Christmas season.

Please respond to the Sign-Up Genius email if you’d
like to provide food for upcoming meals. Make sure
items are dropped off in the kitchen before 2:30pm
for assembly on-campus. Donations to offset the cost
of supplies and to purchase Carl’s Jr gift cards are
always welcome, too. Thanks to all who support this
ministry!
Our Welcome INN
coordinator is Jim Wall
jimroberta@yahoo.com or
(209) 534-9584.

Programs offered by TACO include hot meals;
medical, dental and acupuncture clinics; counseling
and legal services; and end-of-life services. All
services are free and provided by volunteer
professionals.

Laundry Love

Be sure to memo your donations for Lent/TACO.
They can go in the offering plate, sent to the
church office or Venmo’d to
@OurSaviorsSanClemente.
Thank you for your generosity!

We have been invited to join our friends at Christ
Lutheran Church and St. Clement’s Episcopal
Church to be a part of this ministry in the coming
months. The location is Laundry Basket South at
2405 So. El Camino Real, on the 3rd Wednesday of
each month. Shifts are from 1:45pm-3:30pm and
3:30pm-5:00pm. They facilitate a free laundry
service where folks can come and do their own
laundry free of charge. Their clients are our
hardworking neighbors without laundry facilities
and our local homeless neighbors.

Lenten Project #2

Family Assistance Ministries
Food & Hygiene Collection
Do you have a personal Lenten tradition of “giving
up” something? Instead of (or in addition to) giving
up something like chocolate, how about “giving up”
something out of your pantry for FAM? All the usual
non-perishable food items (soup, cereal, pasta, etc),
nutrition drinks for seniors (e.g. Ensure), full-size
toiletries, white tube socks, diapers – and, empty egg
cartons – are all welcome. Please place your gifts in
the black buckets in the Narthex, and they will be
delivered periodically.

You can contact Laura Pephens
(jpephens@gmail.com) directly to get on the email
scheduling list. If you’d like to know a little more
about the experience, please contact Linda Howard,
howard.ljh55@gmail.com, (949) 422-5258.

NO GLASS or
EXPIRED FOOD
PLEASE!
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Help Our Neighbors Learn English!

The local English As a Second Language (ESL) learning center has a waiting list of adults wanting to learn
introductory English. Classes are small (1-3 students/tutor) and held at San Clemente Presbyterian Church on
Tuesday evenings, 6:00pm-8:00pm. The current semester will end in June. July and August are optional. You
will be trained and tutor in a large room with small groups working in a bright and friendly environment. You
do not need a teaching background, and this is not just a “woman” thing. Several of our tutors are men. If this
is tugging at you a little bit, please contact Linda Howard (howard.ljh55@gmail.com or (949) 422-5258) for
more information.
English skills are one of the best gifts we can give to our immigrant neighbors!







Preschool News | April 2022

The preschool has been very busy celebrating Saint Patrick’s Day and making windsocks.
We are also working hard on NAEYC accreditation and trying to get some facility funding.
We will need two Infant Toddler teachers in the Fall and we are advertising on Indeed.
It is hard to believe it is April. We will be closed for Good Friday and April 18 - 22 for Easter Break.
Chapel continues to be a highlight of each week and it is wonderful having Pastor Cole join us as
we get close to finishing our Bible stories through the Alphabet Curriculum.
 We are registering for the 2022-2023 school year and are back to giving tours for children ages
3 month - 6 years. Registration forms can be found online.
 Our Annual fund was a big success and we thank everyone who donated.
 We will be getting our raffle flier ready soon for our Trike-a-Thon in May.
Thanks to all of you for your support of the preschool and for keeping the staff and the
school in your prayers.
Blessings,
Joan Lundbohm,
Preschool Director
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Kid’s Page - April 2022

ur Savior’s will be offering Easter flowers to adorn the

O Sanctuary and Altar area for Easter Sunday Worship.

Flowers may be bought in honor or memory of a loved one
or dedicate to family and friends. An insert will be included
in the Easter Sunday Worship folder remembering those
who have had flowers bought on their behalf. The flowers
may be taken home after Easter.
Easter Flowers are $20.00 each. Please fill out the order
form below with all the information and return it to the
offering plate with your check or you may mail your form
and check to the church office.
Order form available online at www.oursaviorsonline.net
All orders & payment are due no later than
Monday - April 11th
Venmo @OurSaviorsSan Clemente
or make your check payable to:
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Venmo/Check Memo: “Easter Flowers”
Order Name ______________________________
Phone # _____________________________
Qty _________
Please circle below In Memory of or In Honor of.
In memory of/honor of ____________________________
In memory of/honor of ____________________________

In memory of/honor of ____________________________
In memory of/honor of ____________________________
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April 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Holy Communion

Sat
2
2:00 Billie Buffington
Celebration of Life

Third Sunday of each month

Last Sunday of the month

3 World Hunger
8:30 Bold Worship
10:30 Classic Worship
2:00 1st Communion
Class
No HSYG

4

5

10

11

First Sunday of the month

8:00 OWLs Walk
1:00 Manna, FR
No Kids Club

11

12

Served every Sunday

6

7

8

9
8:00 Men’s Breakfast

No MSYG

13

14

15

16

8:00 OWLs Walk
Pancake Breakfast
after each service

4:00 Welcome INN

6:00 Gilchrist House

8:30 Bold Worship
10:30 Classic Worship
No HSYG
17

Building Fund

1:00 Manna, FR

6:30 MSYG
7:00pm Worship

6:30 Council Meeting
18

19

7:00pm Worship
(Tenebrae Service
of Darkness)

First Communion

20

21

22

23

28

29

30

8:00 OWLs Walk
1:00 Manna, FR
4:00 Kids Club

Easter Sunday Services
8:30am | 10:30am
24

Habitat

6:30 MSYG

25

26

27

8:30 Bold Worship

8:00 OWLs Walk

6:30 MSYG

10:00 Classic Worship

9:00 Women’s Bible

6:30 HSYG

Study
1:00 Manna, FR
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