The Messenger ǀ January 2022
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School ▪ San Clemente, California
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
Something has been stuck in my mind after ChristmasHow large of a church, faith and movement Christianity has become from such a small and humble beginning,
an infant. How something as large and important as the salvation of all people began with something so small
and appearingly powerless. It reminds me of something I read recently, something that was almost my sermon
illustration for Christmas Eve. It’s about a tree.
In the Fremont River Ranger District of the Fishlake National Forest at the western edge of the Colorado
Plateau in south-central Utah there exists a tree named Pando, one of the oldest living organisms ever
discovered Pando is not the type of tree we would usually think of when we imagine a tree. Pando has over
40,000 trunks and looks more like a forest of trees taking up over one hundred acres of land.
As long as 80,000 years ago, 78,000 years before the birth of Jesus and 76,000 years before the birth of
Abraham, a quaking aspen seed landed on dirt in what is now Utah, came to life and took root. Over tens and
thousands of years this seed germinated and grew into a tree. This tree grew underground and the living and
growing root system sent up new shoots and new trees, clones of the original. And this continued to happen.
Pando continued to grow and is now one of many American wonders.
One tiny, ordinary and insignificant looking seed tens of thousands years ago birthed a forest. A tiny infant
two thousand years ago birthed a faith of over 2.5 billion people.
Christianity, similarly, has a beginning long, long ago. Christianity began first as Judaism. Judaism began
when God spoke to Abraham and decided to raise up and bless as particular people to be a blessing to other
nations and to the whole world. God spoke to Abraham after Adam and Eve had fallen away from perfect
relationship with God and neighbor in the garden. Adam and Eve came after God created everything out of
nothing. Like Pando, our story is a long one that no one can exactly date or put their finger on.
As we take part in this long and unfolding story, we remind ourselves of these humble beginnings for the
simple reason that if we keep remembering, we can slowly start to believe that our own actions and our own
lives can do great things. We on our own can’t do much, but with us God can and does do amazing things
whether we live to see them or not.
In Peace,
Pastor Cole

Please join us on Sunday, January 23rd at
3:00pm at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
for the Installation of Pastor Cole McGlynn.
Bishop Andy Taylor will be preaching.
Reception and light refreshments to follow.
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The annual Christmas party was a blast. We had delicious food at
Hapa J's and lots of fun visiting with everyone. Karen Skipper led us
in Christmas carols, and Collette LaClair provided fun games to
play. A huge thank you to Collette for organizing this fun filled event!

~ January Anniversaries ~

Don & Jeanne Mills
Pastor Rich & Margy Ajer
Ryan & Jessica Hoey

1/16
1/21
1/28
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January 2022 Music Notes
“I’ve got good news and bad news…”
These words strike fear in my heart when I hear them. Good news is, well, “good”, then the other shoe drops
and you get the bad news which is “bad”.
I found some “Holy Humor” about Good/Bad News:
Starbucks manages to arrange a meeting with the Pope at the Vatican. After receiving the Papal blessing,
the Starbucks official whispers, “Your Eminence, we have an offer for you. Starbucks is prepared to
donate $100 million to the church if you change the Lord's Prayer from 'give us this day our daily bread'
to 'give us this day our daily coffee.”
The Pope responds, “That is impossible. The prayer is the word of the Lord. It must not be changed.”
“Well," said the Starbucks man, “we anticipated your reluctance. For this reason we will increase our
offer to $300 million.”
“My son, it is impossible, for the prayer is the word of the Lord and it must not be changed.”
The Starbucks guy says, “Your Holiness, we at Starbucks respect your adherence to the faith, but we do
have one final offer.... We will donate $500 million - that's half a billion dollars - to the great Catholic
Church if you would only change the Lord's Prayer from 'give us this day our daily bread' to 'give us this
day our daily coffee.' Please consider it.”
And he leaves.
The next day the Pope convenes the College of Cardinals. “There is some good news,” he announces,
“and some bad news. The good news is that the Church will come into $500 million.'" “And the bad
news, your Holiness?" asks a Cardinal. “We're losing the Wonder-Bread account.”
God called down to Moses and said, “I've got good news and bad news. Which do you want first?”
Moses replied, “Most awesome God, if I have brought you any favor please give me the good news
first.”
“Moses, the good news is that I've chosen you to deliver my people from bondage,” God answered. “I
will force Pharaoh to release my children by causing years of pestilence in Egypt. There will be plagues
of locusts and frogs and incredible devastation upon the land. Pharaoh's armies will chase you as you try
to leave, but do not fear because I will part the waters of the Red Sea to aid in your escape.”
“And the bad news?” Moses inquired.
“You have to prepare the Environmental Impact Statement,” God replied.
I have stopped listening to talk radio while I drive because it is nothing but bad news: COVID numbers are
rising, inflation is rising, gas prices are rising…the list goes on and on.
BUT…
Having just experienced a wonderful Advent/Christmas season, I have heard over and over and over again the
VERY good news that the shepherds heard, “Luke 2:11,”For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. [12] And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

But wait, there’s even better news…

January 2022
Preschool & Infant Center News

In John 14:3, Jesus tells us, “And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come back and take you to be with
me that you also may be where I am.”
So, I have some good news, Christ came to us at
Christmas…and some better news…someday we will be
with him in eternity.
In His service
Karen Skipper,
Director of Music

Note from Karen…I am TIRED of the whole “mask
thing”. But, this “Coffee with Jesus” reminds me of my
responsibility to “Love My Neighbor”

In January we will be giving tours and
handing out Registration packets for the
2022-2023 school year. We are licensed to
serve children 3-24 months old in our Infant
Center and children 2-6 years old in our
preschool. We offer part time and full time
care between the hours of 7:30am and
4:00pm.
Registration packets will be available in the
preschool office as well as online at:
www.oursaviorsschool.net.
We can also email a packet to you. Please
email j.lundbohm@oursaviorsschool.net if
you have questions or would like a packet
emailed to you. Please note we return
from Christmas break January 3, 2022.
Registration for returning preschool families
(attended in 2021-2022), and their siblings as
well as Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
members is February 16 and 17. Registration
opens to the public on February 23, 2022.
Please tell your friends and neighbors about
our wonderful preschool and continue to keep
the preschool in your prayers.
Blessings,
Joan Lundbohm
Preschool Director

School

www.facebook.com/osls.sc

4

Youth and Children’s Page
by Bob Cooper
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry
Why Youth Ministry Is Important

Youth Calendar

I have been serving now for over ten years as the
youth leader here at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,
and I sometimes still need to be reminded why youth
ministry is important. I need to be reminded because
the truth is that student ministry can be difficult.
Often, it’s just easier to let teens do what they want
and think they don’t desire or need adults in their
lives.

January 2 - Sunday
No HSYG
January 4 - Tuesday
Kids Club 4:00pm, YR
January 5 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
January 9 - Sunday
HSYG 6:30pm, YR
January 11 - Tuesday
Gilchrist House 6:00pm
January 12 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
January 17 - Sunday
HSYG 6:30pm, YR
January 15-17 - Saturday-Monday
Family Winterfest @ El Camino Pines
January 19 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
January 23 - Sunday
HSYG 6:30pm, YR
January 26 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
January 28-30 - Friday-Sunday
High School Winter Retreat @ El Camino Pines

It may be easy to ignore them, but the truth is that they
are desperate for adults to show up and invest in their
life on a consistent basis, and we have a wonderful,
caring group of young adults that do just that, I can’t
thank them enough.
Consistency is big because so much of life today is
inconsistent. The typical American dream is fading.
Family life is always changing. Older teens are being
forced to make choices about their future (college and
career) at a time when they are just figuring out who
they are. Our young people need consistency, and they
need it from the church more than ever.
Jesus is the one thing that will always be unchanging.
Jesus is relevant today and forever. Student ministries
across the country have the chance to partner with the
church and with families to lead teens to Jesus. That’s
why what we do in youth ministry is important.
Youth ministry is discipleship, not just gathering a
crowd. Our goal is to help teens follow Christ with all
their life. We are not just trying to reach teens; we are
also trying to shape them to look more like Jesus. This
is not hype. We see this happen by leading teens to
engage in worship, study God’s Word through
relevant teaching, and process faith through small
groups led by adult mentors. Our hope is to lead teens
to be followers of Jesus with all their life.
Youth ministry connects teens to the mission of the
church. Teens need a bridge to encounter the larger
mission of the church, and we can be that bridge. Our
teens serve with other adults in the church, just look at
the tech booth upstairs on any Sunday morning. Teens
go on mission trips with the church. Our teens worship
and grow together with the church. Connect a teen to
the church today and they will connect with the church
in college and beyond!
Bob Cooper,
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry

Family Winter Retreat January 15-17, 2022
El Camino Pines Cabin Price: $160 per adult
$120 ages 5-17, $0 under 5, $440 family max
Engaging speakers and workshops for the adults
Separate activities led by the camp counselors for the
kids! To register go to:
https://form.jotform.com/lrccsocal/lrccwinterfest
Questions? Contact Bob Cooper, Youth Director
Church (949) 492-6164 or cell (949) 291-1251
b.cooper@oursaviorsonline.net
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What’s Happening at Our Savior’s

Women's Bible Study
Last Tuesday of each month
All are welcome

Weekly Walking Group
Tuesday’s at 8:00am - Meet at Pico Park across
from the U-Haul. We will walk the
beach trail to the pier and back.
All OWLs and OWLs in training (those below
55) are welcome to join us!
Questions call Roberta Wall at (209) 404-9012

Tuesday, January 25th
9:00am-11:00am
Hosted by Bonnie Little
Please call the church office
for Bonnie’s address.

Sunday School is resuming
Volunteers Needed
Please contact the church office
if you are available to volunteer
@ (949) 492-6164
OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net
Sunday School will be offered for children age 3
(and potty trained) to 2nd grade at the 8:30am
service. Children will start out in worship with their
families, go up for the Children's Message and then
head to Sunday School after. While at Sunday
School children will have time for a lesson, a craft
and fun before returning back to the church before
communion.

Saturday
January 15th
8:00am - 9:30am
Calling all men…

Manna Bible Study…
In the Founders Room
Tuesdays - January 4, 11, 18 & 25, 2022
Manna will meet at 1:00pm

You are invited to join us for a
men's breakfast and fellowship at OSLC.

Newcomers are always welcome!
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS
We are all Sent to Serve.
Lutheran Disaster Response for Tornado Victims
Recovery efforts for those impacted by the string of
tornados that devastated parts of Kentucky and other
mid-western states in December will be ongoing for
a long time. ELCA’s Lutheran Disaster Response
(LDR) is actively involved on the ground, and 100%
of our donations go directly to those who need
assistance. If you are looking for a way to help, you
may donate to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,
memo: U.S. Tornados. Thank you!

January Winter Warmth Collection

Our benevolence emphasis in January and February
will be to help keep the friends we feed through
Welcome INN warm and dry during the winter
months. We invite you to donate gloves, beanies,
rain ponchos, and lightweight tarps and bring them to
the narthex or church office. Thanks to Ed Fox, we
usually have plenty of warm sweaters and coats to
hand out. Most of our customers are men, and so
dark colors are best.

Habitat for Humanity Build Day Opportunity
The Build for Unity Coalition has a build day
scheduled on Wednesday, February 23rd, 7:30am3:30pm, at the Stanton project site. No experience
required – but you’ll probably learn some handy
construction skills! Participants must be at least 16
years old, and minors must be accompanied by an
adult.

Welcome Inn Meal Service
Monday ǀ January 10 & February 14
Please respond to the Sign-Up Genius email if you’d
like to provide food for upcoming meals. Make sure
items are dropped off in the kitchen before 2:30pm
for assembly on-campus. Donations to offset the cost
of supplies and to purchase Carl's Jr Gift Cards are
always welcome, too. Thanks to all who support this
ministry!

If you are interested in volunteering or learning
more about what a build day looks like, contact
Linda Howard at howard.ljh55@gmail.com or
(949) 422-5258, for the full scoop!
(If you’d like to see photos of the construction
in progress, go to habitatoc.org.)

Our Welcome INN coordinator is Jim Wall
jimroberta@yahoo.com or (209) 534-9584.

The Social Concerns Ministry
thanks you for
benevolence gifts given in
October & November 2021
over and above general giving:

FAM Updates

The Fall Food Drive was a
great success with almost
450 pounds of food and
toiletries collected. The
Giving Tree Shoe Drive is still underway at the time
of this writing. A full report will be provided next
month, but it is looking great! Thank you, as always,
for your support. Family Assistance Ministries does
what we cannot do for those in need here in south
Orange County, and we are very appreciative. Just a
reminder: you can bring non-perishable food and full
-size toiletries to the Narthex and we will deliver
them.

ELCA World Hunger: $430
FAM: $653 Food, Toiletries & Shoes
Habitat for Humanity of OC: $175
Lutheran World Relief: $100
Social Concerns Quilt Ministry: $200
Your generosity is so appreciated!
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Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church
Financial Report
November 2021
Average Weekly Offering

$ 7063

Budget Requirement

$ 7,979

Offering

We on the Congregation Council wish all
of you at Our Savior’s a very
Happy & Prosperous New Year.
Bless you all!

November 2021 FYTD

Unrestricted Gifts

$28,253

$127,834

Budget

$31,917

$159,584

Lola Davies,
Council Secretary

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful in
their stewardship. We collected 89% of our
November budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date we
have funded 80% of the approved budget. We truly
appreciate your dedication to Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church. We continue to be prudent in our spending.
Designated Gifts

Nov 2021

Jul - Nov FYTD

World Hunger

$ 250

$ 970

Habitat for Humanity

$

85

$ 255

$ 335

$1,225

Total

Dear Congregation,

140 pledges were sent and 56 returned for $227,256.
As compared to last year we had 70 pledges
returned for about $339, 751.

Fellowship Hall Building Fund Balance:
November 2021: $589,338.26
Building 300 Classrooms Mortgage Balance:
November 2021: $ 404,373.47

Thanks to you who continue support the ministries
at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church.

Projected loan payoff: September 2031

Thank You For Your Stewardship!

Ed Fox,
Stewardship Ministry

If you prefer to donate
electronically Venmo us
“@OurSaviorsSanClemente”.

Church
www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline

We truly appreciate
your generosity.
Thank you!
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Kid’s Page ~ January 2022
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Holy Communion

Served every Sunday

2 World Hunger

Sat

First Sunday of the month

Third Sunday of each month

Last Sunday of the month

3 School Resumes

4

5

8:30 Bold Worship

6

7

8

13

14

15

8:00 OWLs Walk

13:00 Classic Worship

1:00 Manna Bible Study

No HSYG

6:30 MSYG

4:00 Kids Club

10
9

10
8:30 Bold Worship

10:30 Classic Worship

4:00 Welcome INN
Service

8:30 Bold Worship
10:30 Classic Worship

8:30 Bold Worship
10:30 Classic Worship
3:00 Pastor Cole
Installation
6:30 HSYG

30 Habitat
8:30 Bold Worship
10:30 Classic Worship
No HSYG

8:00 OWLs Walk

6:30 MSYG

19

Church Office
Closed

18
8:00 OWLs Walk
1:00 Manna Bible Study
4:00 Kids Club

24

25

26

17

No HSYG
23

12

1:00 Manna Bible Study
6:00 Gilchrist House
6:30 Council Mtg

6:30 HSYG
16 Building Fund

11

8:00 Men’s Breakfast
Family Winterfest @
El Camino Pines
20

21

22

27

28

29

High School Winter
Retreat

High School Winter
Retreat

6:30 MSYG

8:00 OWLs Walk
9:00 Women’s Bible
Study
31

1:00 Manna Bible Study

6:30 MSYG

2022
Flower
Calendar

O

ur Savior’s 2022 Altar Flower Calendar is
now in the Narthex. If you would like to
give flowers in recognition of a particular event
such as a birthday, anniversary, honor or
memory of a loved one please put your name
next the date in that month. Along with your
name please include the occasion and a phone
number if there are any questions.

Sunday Worship Volunteers Needed
for 8:30am and 10:30am Worship

Ushers, Readers, Communion Servers &
Refreshment Servers

first come…
first serve for choice of date.
please try and keep one
family per line.

If you are available to volunteer on
Sundays at 8:30am or 10:30am
we could use your help during
January, February & March
You may sign-up in the Narthex.

Flowers are $30.00 each week.
Mail your check to the church office or
drop off in the offering box. Memo: “Flowers”

You may also use SignUpGenius by clicking
on or copy and paste the link below into
your browser https://conta.cc/3JmutmP
Thank you all for your time and talents.
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