The Messenger
September 2021
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School ▪ San Clemente, California
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
Dear Friends in Christ at Our Savior’s,
We are aware as I write this newsletter earlier than usual (August 10th) that the highly contagious Delta variant
is now responsible for almost all new Covid-19 cases in the United States. Cases are also rising rapidly and
include children as they have not in the earlier days of this pandemic. Given that the primary ministry outreach
of this congregation is the preschool, this affects us directly. I am so thankful to God for the safe and
responsible leadership of our director and staff members, as well as others who work closely with the
preschool. The preschool needs to observe strict protocols that are shaped for our Preschool by the State of
California. In the church office and on Sunday, we are allowed to have fewer restrictions in place, but during
this time we always place concern for our neighbor as our top priority.
In regard to “Rally Day”, we are needing to make some changes. A couple of months ago we hoped that we
could safely enjoy a fun outdoor Sunday worship service (as we did after Vacation Bible School), with a
personal invitation to our preschool parents to attend. Plans were underway for several special components to
make the day attractive to preschool families. At this writing, though, this kind of event, even outside, does not
seem prudent. And as with most big events, decisions about cancelling an event needs to be made earlier rather
than later.
Sunday School will resume in a “One Classroom” format September 12th. I do hope that children that are
members and friends of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church will attend. Sunday School will begin after the
children’s message and end at the conclusion of the worship service.
At this time of ongoing health challenges and change, I would encourage us not to allow different viewpoints
on what we should or should not do to take precedence over the faith that unites us in Christ. In all things, we
should heed the call to “maintain the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3).
These are challenging days to know how best to bear Christian witness in the world through your love of both
God and neighbor. In that spirit, let me close with these words from Hebrews 13:20-21.
“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep,
by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us
that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen”
(Hebrews 13:20-21).

Yours in Christ,
Interim Pastor Rich Ajer
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September Birthdays, Anniversaries & More
~ Birthdays ~
Pastor Rich Ajer
Masen Karsten
M’Liz Kelly
Joyce Engelbretson
Peggy Heyes
Layna Hathaway
Nancy McKelvey
Don Lund
Miyeko Kinoshita
Andrea Apodaca
Alexa Horvath
Ed Fox
Steve Karsten
Gregg Horvath
Matthew Hoye
Carrie Reyes
Christy Karsten
Peter Lawrence
Joan Lundbohm

~ Anniversaries ~
9/5
9/5
9/5
9/10
9/13
9/14
9/14
9/16
9/17
9/18
9/20
9/23
9/23
9/25
9/26
9/26
9/27
9/27
9/30

Vince & Beth Ammann
Justin & Kristen Greco
Nick* & Marianne Bourgeois
Eugene & Tracy Hallinan
John & Rachel Mulligan
Shig & Miyeko Kinoshita
Steve & Tanya Hathaway
Steve & Linda Butkus
Craig & Debbi Townsend

PRAYER CHAIN
If you have a prayer concern
for the Prayer Chain or
Weekly Messenger please
call or e-mail Gay at the
church office.
(949) 492-6164
oslcsec@sbcglobal.net

9/1
9/1
9/12
9/13
9/13
9/17
9/23
9/26
9/26

If we missed your birthday,
anniversary date please call or
e-mail the church office at
(949) 492-6164
OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net

FEELING CALLED
TO SERVE?
If you are already discerning to
serve the church in a pastoral or
deacon role, great! Let me
know how I can assist you in
your process. If you are not yet discerning but have the
desire, I am here to journey with you. If others tell you
that you would make a great pastor or deacon and you’d
like to learn more, I am also here to journey with you. I
know some of you would make great rostered leaders!
This is Pastor JP, and I am a new Assistant to the
Bishop, caring for the candidacy process.
The Lutheran church needs you.
Please contact me at jpsabbithi@pacificasynod.org
or let me know how I can contact you.
Thank you.

If you prefer to donate electronically
Venmo us at
@OurSaviorsSanClemente”
or scan the QR code.
We truly appreciate your generosity.

Monday, September 6th
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September 2021
When I write my newsletter articles, I often look back over past years to see what inspired me at that time.
Last year at this time, we were 6 months into the pandemic, our Pastor of 18 years had left to
take a new call and we had just started to worship together in person.
How things have changed…or have they?
So, we are still worshipping “in person” on Sundays and we have a wonderful Interim Pastor, Pastor Rich
Ajer. We were able to have a very successful summer VBS. Our preschool has begun and serves a record
number of children. There is a vaccine that can help reduce the severity of symptoms of COVID-19. But, we
still hear about rising numbers in terms of COVID cases. There is talk about needing a 3rd “booster shot” for
COVID. Here is a quote that resonated with me:
“With COVID-19, we’ve made it to the life raft. Dry land is far away” ~ Marc Lipsitch, Epidemiologist
So, what now??? Well, Scripture is not only old writings but modern day wisdom and as I read that quote, this
Scripture came to mind:
Gospel of John (c. 90–100 AD)
6:16 And when evening came, his disciples went down unto the sea; 17 and they entered into a boat, and
were going over the sea unto Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18
And the sea was rising by reason of a great wind that blew. 19 When therefore they had rowed about five
and twenty or thirty furlongs, they behold Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto the boat: and
they were afraid. 20 But he saith unto them, It is I; be not afraid. 21 They were willing therefore to receive
him into the boat: and straightway the boat was at the land whither they were going.
(John 6:15–21, American Standard Version)
“…Dry land is far away” doesn’t seem all that scary when I read this Scripture. Even though there was a
terrible storm, Jesus easily came to his followers and reassured them. I am assured that despite the fear,
everything is going to be okay. There will be/are storms to survive but we have our God and our faith to
sustain us.
One of the Praise Songs that we sang a number of years ago came to me as I was writing this,
“Everything’s gonna be alright in Christ.”
And it is!!
In His Service,
Karen Skipper, Director of Music

Here is a “Coffee with Jesus” clip about another storm
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Youth and Children’s Ministry
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries
What’s Going On?
Ok, here we are, the start of another school year and
another season of programming in the church. With all
that has taken place over the past year and a half the start
of this season comes with many questions. The truth is
that we are still, as always, called to be the people of God,
to be his hands and feet on the earth, and to love and care
for each other. In this way the youth ministry is
responding by meeting weekly with the high school and
middle school groups which have continued to meet over
the Summer, and we are inviting our upper elementary
group, The Kids Club, back for our first bi-monthly
meeting on Tuesday, September 7th!
Youth ministry is a tricky thing, we are really in the
business of seed planting as was witnessed just a week or
two ago here at the church. As our church secretary, Gay,
and I were going about our daily tasks we had a knock on
the door and were greeted by a woman who stated that she
had been here 50 years ago as a teenager for beach camp
and wanted to know if it was alright to look around. Miss
Gay was kind enough to take her on a full-blown tour of
the campus and the visitor thanked us and stated that she
would love to come and worship with us when she was in
town. She then sent us a very interesting and heartfelt
message stating that she had indeed felt the love of God
and had made a lifelong commitment to her faith due in
no small part to the seeds of faith planted here 50 years
ago.

She wrote:
“50 years ago, August 1971, I came to a youth
beach camp at your church. I was with a group
of teenagers from Mt. View Lutheran Church in
Las Vegas, NV. The age group was about 15-18
yrs. It was an unforgettable summer experience.
Long story short, Aug. 4, 2021, I revisited your
friendly landmark church. Gay, the wonderful
secretary in the front office, was kind enough to
take time and show me around. I also met the
youth pastor Mr. Cooper. Just think, from August
1971-August 2021, the seeds sown 50 years ago,
have been watered, tended, watered, and
nurtured by the Holy Spirit.
God does not change and his word does not
return void. “Train up a child in the way she
should go and when she is old she will not depart
from it.” Of course I had praying grandmothers,
parents, teachers, and mentors throughout my
life.
I felt so blessed to be able to walk through the
church again. Thank you and praise God for his
never-ending love and provision. He is a good,
good father.

Thankful to be tending the garden,
Bob Cooper, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry
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September 1 ~ Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
September 5 ~ Sunday
No HSYG
September 6 ~ Monday
Labor Day
September 7 ~ Tuesday
Kids Club 4:00pm, YR
September 8 ~ Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
September 12 ~ Sunday
HSYG 6:30pm
September 14 ~ Tuesday
Gilchrist House 6:00pm
September 15 ~ Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
September 19 ~ Sunday
Confirmation Orientation 10:30am, FR
HSYG 6:30pm, YR
September 21 ~ Tuesday
Kids Club 4:00pm, YR
September 22 ~ Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm
6th Gr Confirmation 7:15pm, FR
September 26 ~ Sunday
HSYG 6:30pm
September 29 ~ Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm
6th Gr Confirmation 7:15pm, FR

NEW LOCATION
Tuesday’s at 8:00am - Meet at Pico Park across
from the U-Haul. We will walk the
beach trail to the pier and back.
All OWLs and OWLs in training (those below
55) are welcome to join us!
Questions call Roberta Wall at (209) 404-9012

Saturday ǀ September 11, 2021
7:00am - 8:30am
Calling all men…
You are invited to join us for a
men's breakfast and fellowship at OSLC.
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Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church
Financial Report
July 2021

Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church
Financial Report
June 2021
Average Weekly Offering

$ 5,771

Average Weekly Offering

$ 7,410

Budget Requirement

$ 9,886

Budget Requirement

$ 7,979

Offering

Jun 2021

Jul - Jun FYTD

Unrestricted Gifts

$23,084

$397,364

Budget

$42,839

$514,069

Offering

July 2021

July FYTD

Unrestricted Gifts

$28,562

$28,562

Budget

$31,917

$31,917

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful in
their stewardship.. We collected 54% of our June
budgeted amount. Fiscal year ending June 2021 we
funded 77% of the approved budget. We truly
appreciate your dedication to Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church. We continue to be prudent in our spending.

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful in
their stewardship.. We collected 89% of our July
budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date we have
funded 89% of the approved budget. We truly
appreciate your dedication to Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church. We continue to be prudent in our spending.

Designated Gifts

Designated Gifts

June 2021

Jul - June FYE

World Hunger

$210

$4,491

Habitat for Humanity

$ 20

$2,410

$230

$6,901

Total

July 2021

July YTD

World Hunger

$180

$180

Habitat for Humanity

$ 60

$60

$240

$240

Total

Fellowship Hall Building Fund Balance:
June 2021: $587,750.76
Building 300 Classrooms Mortgage Balance:
June 2021: $ 423,043.55

Fellowship Hall Building Fund Balance:
July 2021: $588,058.26
Building 300 Classrooms Mortgage Balance:
July 2021: $ 420,329.96

Projected loan payoff: September 2031

Projected loan payoff: September 2031

Thank You For Your Stewardship!

Thank You For Your Stewardship!

 Rally Day has been postponed due to continuing concerns of Covid-19.

Future date to be determined,
 Oktoberfest is scheduled for October 24, 2021. Activities to begin after
Sunday service. Menu begins with brats. Other items for lunch, to be
determined.
 Congregation Christmas Dinner is tentatively scheduled for Hapa J's Restaurant. Date and time and price of
tickets to be determined.
 The Call Committee has received the profiles of two candidates with a third possible candidate to be
determined. Interviews of the candidates will be scheduled within the coming weeks.
Respectively submitted by:
Lola Davies, Congregation Secretary
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Social Concerns Ministry News
“We Are Sent to Serve”

Welcome INN
Meal Service
Monday
Sept 13 ǀ Oct 11

Thanks to all who participate! Please respond to
Sign-Up Genius if you are able to provide food and
make sure it is labeled “For Welcome INN” and in
the church kitchen before 2pm so the meals can be
assembled on-campus.

Family Assistance Ministries
Food & Hygiene Items

We are always collecting items for FAM. Bring your
donations to the narthex or church office and we’ll
deliver them often. Empty egg cartons, too!

Our Welcome INN coordinator is Jim Wall,
jimroberta@yahoo.com or (209) 534-9584.

Most needed non-perishable food items:
Canned Beans, Soup, Chili, Fruit, Veggies. Cereal.
Pasta and Pasta Sauce. Rice. Peanut Butter and Jelly.
Mac & Cheese. Individual Serving Sizes: Tuna,
Chicken, Applesauce, Fruit Cups. Ensure/Boost.
Most needed hygiene items:
Full-size Shampoo, Conditioner, Soap, Toothpaste.
Razors, Toothbrushes. Feminine Hygiene Products.
Sunscreen. Diapers sizes 4, 5, 6 only. Baby Wipes.
Hand Sanitizer. Sanitary Wipes.

NO GLASS & NO EXPIRED ITEMS PLEASE!

The Social Concerns Ministry thanks you
for benevolence gifts given in
June & July over and above general giving:

Pacifica Synod AMMPARO
Summer of Love - Finished!

AMMPARO Summer of Love: $100, clothing
ELCA World Hunger: $390
FAM: Food & Toiletries
Habitat for Humanity of OC: $80
LWR Quilt Ministry: $100
LWR Personal Care Kits: $50
Welcome INN: $30, food & toiletries

Thank you to all who donated clothing and money to
support the Summer of Love campaign. We were able
to provide clothing and other needed items to five
asylum seeking Haitian families currently living in
San Diego. As they get moved to more permanent living situations, we will post information about additional needs, most likely for household items. At present, the urgent need is for financial donations to a
housing fund so they can move out of St. Andrew’s
Lutheran’s community center into more stable housing. God bless the good people at St. Andrew’s for
making temporary shelter available to these families.
If you would like to help, please make your donations
to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church memo “Migrant
Family Support” and we will forward all donations to
St. Andrew’s.

Your generosity is so appreciated!

Info to follow:
Family Assistance Ministries Hunger Walk:
Sunday, October 17
San Clemente Military Family Outreach
Annual Fundraiser: Friday, October 29
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September 2021
Preschool News…
The Preschool and Infant
Center are now open for
the 2021 2022 School
Year. It was great to have
the families come for Meet the Teacher days. It is also
wonderful to hear the sounds of the children filling our
campus after a very quiet summer. Please keep the
teachers and the family in your prayers.
We are creating a new break room for the teachers. If you
find yourself redecorating and have a gently used dining
room table, we could put it to good use in the break
room.
Joan Lundbohm,

Preschool Director
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Kid’s Page ǀ September 2021
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

9

10

11

6:30 MSYG
First Sunday of the month

5

World Hunger

Third Sunday of the month

6

Last Sunday of the month

7
8:00 OWLs Walk

9:00am Blended
Worship

11

13
9:00am Blended
Worship, Sunday
School

4:00 Kids Club

6:30 Choir Practice

14

15

4:00 Welcome INN
Dinner

8:00 OWLs Walk
6:00 Gilchrist House

20

9:00am Blended
Worship
10:30 Confirmation
Orientation

Habitat
9:00am Blended
Worship
6:30 HSYG

17

18

23

24

25

11:00 Manna Bible Study
12:30 Lunch @ New
Mandarin Garden

21

22

8:00 OWLs Walk

11:00 Manna Bible Study

4:00 Kids Club

9:30 Council Mtg
Retreat, on site

6:30 MSYG
6:30 Choir Practice
7:15 6th Gr Confirmation

6:30 HSYG

26

16

6:30 MSYG

No HSYG

19 Building Fund

7:00 Men’s Breakfast

6:30 MSYG

No HSYG

12

8

27

28

29

8:00 OWLs Walk

11:00 Manna Bible Study

9:00 Women’s Bible
Study

6:30 MSYG

30

Holy Communion

7:15 6th Gr Confirmation
Served every Sunday

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School
200 Avenida San Pablo | San Clemente, California 92672
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“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
Sunday Worship Hours
9:00am ǀ Blended Worship
6:30pm ǀ High School Youth Group
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