The Messenger ~ June 2021
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School ▪ San Clemente, California
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
Dear Church,
There are a lot of fun opportunities to be engaged this summer at Our Savior’s! From movie conversations on
Wednesday nights, to recognizing Father’s Day, attending Vacation Bible School, and more. I invite you to be
a part of what is going on!
Personally, I am looking forward to our combined worship time at 9:00am. On May 23rd we had a total of 62
present at both services, so use that number in thinking about if you would prefer to worship inside with others
(masked) or bring a lawn chair and sit outside (with the speaker and the summer weather) or worship at home
through our live stream. We have about 40 “streaming” views each Sunday, by the way.
The Call Committee is up and running and will have updates for you as the summer moves along. I invite you
to join with me in prayer for the calling of a pastor to Our Savior’s who will bring a sense of vision and
mission in your work together.
As for me, I remember most days to wake up and say “Thank you” and to make the sign of the cross on my
mortal body. When I forget, God is gracious and good and understands. How cool is that?
Have a blessed June, sisters and brothers in the Lord.
Pastor Rich Ajer

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, June 13 at 10:00am
In-Person & Facebook
We will be voting on our new budget, updates to
our constitution and by-laws, and any
new church council members.
Please join us in person, or on Facebook
immediately following
the 9:00am service.

June Birthdays, Anniversaries & More
~ Birthdays ~
Andrew Frohner
Kirsten Murphy
Rob Murphy
Ryan Jensen
Sandy Kos
Joseph Butkus
Ralph Hannah
Don Mills
Phil Seals
Palmer Rennie
Hannah Goulding
Mary Jayne Bellamy
Jack Martin
Tyler Mears
Ken Ross
Ellis Jensen
Camden Kos
Karen Skipper
Margy Ajer
Rhonda Kings
Violet Martello
Iain Buchan
Justin Young
John Skipper
Laura Horvath
William Schmall
Ann Hoye

6/2
6/2
6/2
6/3
6/3
6/6
6/9
6/11
6/12
6/15
6/16
6/20
6/20
6/20
6/20
6/21
6/21
6/21
6/24
6/24
6/24
6/25
6/25
6/26
6/27
6/27
6/30

|

~ Anniversaries ~
Scott & Barbara Cameron
Sean & Tammy Peasley
Kelly & Julie Doyle
John & Karen Skipper
Dick & Ann Hoye
Tom & Kathy Schenk

6/3
6/3
6/22
6/23
6/25
6/28

If you prefer to donate electronically
Venmo us at @OurSaviorsSanClemente”.
or scan the QR code to the right

Contact the church office at
(949) 492-6164
OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net

We truly appreciate your generosity.
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June 2021
“Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another
with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit,
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts” (Colossians 3:16).
The long time of social distancing is almost over and I am looking forward to having one worship service through
the Summer when we can ALL join together in praising God. This summer, we will be reading Psalms as a part of
our Scripture readings.
What are the Psalms?
I found an interesting article by the Reverend Chuck Swindoll on The Psalms. Here is a link if you would like to
read the entire article: https://www.insight.org/resources/bible/the-wisdom-books/psalms
Here are some excerpts that I found particularly interesting:
Who wrote the book?
Psalms, a collection of lyrical poems, is one of only two Old Testament books to identify itself as a composite
work containing multiple authors (Proverbs is the other). Some psalms name their author in the first line or
title. For example, Moses wrote Psalm 90. David was responsible for many of them, composing seventy-three
psalms. Asaph wrote twelve; the descendants of Korah penned ten. Solomon wrote one or two, and Ethan and
Heman the Ezrahites were responsible for two others. The remainder of the psalms do not contain information
about their authors.
Where are we?
Individual psalms were written as far back in history as Moses’s time, through the time of David, Asaph, and
Solomon, to the time of the Ezrahites who most likely lived after the Babylonian captivity, meaning the writing
of the book spans one thousand years. Some of the psalms attributed to David have additional notations
connecting them with documented events in his life (for example, Psalm 59 is linked with 1 Samuel
19:11; Psalm 56 is connected with 1 Samuel 21:10–15; Psalm 34 is associated with 1 Samuel 21:10–22:2;
and Psalm 52 is linked with 1 Samuel 22:9). The psalms are organized into five books or collections. They
were probably collected gradually, as corporate worship forms developed along with temple worship. It is
likely that by the time of Ezra, the books of the Psalter were organized into their final form. Each section
concludes with a doxology, with the entire Psalter capped by Psalm 150, a grand doxology.
Why is Psalms so important?
The psalms comprised the ancient hymnal of God’s people. The poetry was often set to music—but not always.
The psalms express the emotion of the individual poet to God or about God. Different types of psalms were
written to communicate different feelings and thoughts regarding a psalmist’s situation.
What's the big idea?
The book of Psalms expresses worship. Throughout its many pages, Psalms encourages its readers to praise
God for who He is and what He has done.
I am very much looking forward to hearing and learning about these Biblical songs. One of my favorite Psalms is
Psalm 100:
100 Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.
2
Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing.
3
Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
4
Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.
5
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.
And I say, “AMEN”
In His Service
Karen Skipper,
Director of Music
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Youth and Children’s Page
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries

Ch-Ch-Ch-Ch-Changes
June is here thus ending a very unusual school year,
graduates prepare for the big move to another school
or perhaps the start of a new career, and parents
watch misty eyed as their once-so-small kids prove
again that time marches on. While we can’t stop time
(much as we might want to) we can embrace the
changes and do whatever we can to help our children
move to their new situations with as much support as
possible.

June 2021
June 1 - Tuesday
Kids Club 4:00pm, YR
June 4 - Wednesday
No MSYG
June 6 - Sunday
HSYG 6:30pm, YR
June 9 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
June 13 - Sunday
Graduate Sunday 9:00am
HSYG 6:30pm, YR
June 16 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
June 20 - Sunday
Father’s Day - No HSYG
June 21 - 25 Monday-Friday
VBS 9:00am - Noon, Campus Wide
June 23 - Wednesday
No MSYG
June 27 - Sunday
HSYG 6:30pm, YR
June 30 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm
Welcome New “Sixlets” BBQ

To this end I would like to extend an open invitation
to the youth of Our Savior’s to participate in one of
our youth groups. If your child is entering the 6th
grade in the fall then they are welcome and invited to
join our Middle School youth group on Wednesday
evenings from 6:30pm-8:00pm. If your teen is going
into the 9th grade in the fall then they are welcome to
join our High School youth group which meets on
Sunday evenings from 6:30pm-8:00pm.
The Kids Club does not meet during the summer
months but will resume in the fall. Kids Club is open
to all students in grades 3-5, but more on that later.

Recent studies have shown that involvement in a
faith-based youth group have enormous positive life
impacts that show benefits that surpass sports and
even scouting!
As Covid restrictions ease we are looking forward to
resuming some of our wonderful summer youth
activities, we are still waiting to see how this plays
out.
Friends are always welcome in our youth groups so
please invite them and let us move into summer with
fun, fellowship, and a good dose of the Holy Spirit!

Thank you and I cannot wait to see how the groups
change and grow with the new season!
Happy to serve,
Bob Cooper
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry
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Coffee and Donuts are Back!!
Please join us on the patio after service for
some fellowship. Let’s reconnect with each other,
and share what exciting things
have been happening in our lives.

Movie Nights at Our Savior’s!
Wednesday Evenings at 6:00pm
June 2 - July 7
Let’s try something new! Someone suggested to me
(Pastor Rich) and here it is: We will watch a Netflix
movie from home (whenever we want, however you
want - Netflix, Redbox, etc.). Then, we’ll meet on
the church patio on Wednesday evenings to discuss
them. Each film will relate to different aspects of our
faith. We’ll begin on Wednesday, June 2 and try it
through Wednesday, July 7. The conversation and
fun will start at 6:00 PM. Bring your own nonalcoholic drinks and snacks. Call the church office
or Pastor Rich with any questions or suggestions.
See you at the movie discussion!

 June 2: My Octopus Teacher (creation and
friendship)
 June 9: Pursuit of Happyness (despair and hope)
 June 16: The Life Ahead (love and tolerance)
 June 23: A Monster Calls (courage and trust)
 June 30: First They Killed My Father (war and
survival)
 July 7: The Two Popes (church and leadership)

You might be
on vacation...
We Aren’t!
Please remember that while we hope you have the
opportunity to go on vacation—your church
NEVER DOES! Please remember to send in your
tithes and gifts to the church before you go, or
offer on Sunday a gift that represents those weeks
you’ll be gone as well. Unlike the movies we
aren’t ‘paying’ for the show. We are giving as a
response to God’s gracious love to us living out
our discipleship with Christ.
Thank you in advance!

 Flag Day, June 14, 2021
 Father’s Day, June 20, 2021
 First day of summer, June 20, 2021
Continued on next page
5

What’s Happening, cont.

Women's Bible Study
Resumes in September.
Schedule

Walking Group
The walking group continues to meet each Tuesday
morning at 8:00am on the corner of Vista Hermosa
and Costa Azul, to walk the Sea Summit Trails.

(the last Tuesday of the month)
Tuesday  September 28th
9::00am - 11:00am

All OWLs and OWLs in training
(those below 55) are welcome to join us!

Hosted by Bonnie Little
More information to come as the date gets closer.

Church
www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline

School
www.facebook.com/osls.sc

Guess who is Jesus’ favorite singer? (Hint – that person is reading this right now!)
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The Hoey Family would like to thank Our Savior’s
for welcoming our family and blessing us with a
beautiful baptism, held on Good Friday. Pastor Rich
and Mr. Cooper organized an intimate gathering in
the chapel for our family. It was a very memorable
day as our family was baptized together. Annabella
is finishing her first year of preschool and we
couldn’t be more grateful for this incredible
community that has welcomed us
into the church with open arms.

Mother’s Day Update…
We had a great time socializing for Mother's Day
with tea and goodies. We are very blessed to have
such wonderful Mom's at Our Savior's.
Thank you to all of you who dusted off your hats to
add a little something special to our day.
Collette LaClair,
Fellowship Ministry

Sincerely,
The Hoey Family
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS
There are so many places where a small donation
will make a big difference this month!

Summer of Love
Donations for Migrant Children

Lutheran World Relief
Personal Care Kits
Soap and Toothbrushes

The border situation is complicated and there are
many viewpoints, but two things are clear: seeking
asylum is a legal means of immigrating to the United
States, and children need to have their basic needs
met under all circumstances. The Pacifica Synod
AMMPARO network of Lutheran churches is
assisting in several different ways. For our part, Our
Savior’s is going to focus on a specific donation
drive for two different groups this summer.

Help us prepare 200 personal care kits for Lutheran
World Relief (LWR). During May and June, we
invite you to donate bath-size, individually wrapped
bars of soap and adult size toothbrushes. We need
400 bars of soap and 200 toothbrushes. We will
purchase the other supplies in bulk. Over the almost
20 years we have been doing this project, LWR has
shipped our kits all over the world to people
displaced by conflict and natural disaster. These gifts
of love bring comfort in times of great stress. If you
prefer to make a monetary donation to OSLC for this
project, memo your contribution: LWR kits. Each kit
plus shipping costs about $10.

First, we are providing clothing, shoes, and possibly
household supplies to the Alerte family. This family
of five recently arrived in San Diego where they will
live legally while they navigate the asylum process
(a year or more).

Thank you for your generosity!

Second, we are providing clothing and shoes to
children staying at Madre Asunta shelter in Tijuana.
This is a shelter for women and children who are
trying to present themselves at the border for
asylum. The shelter seeks to provide each child with
a new set of clothes when they leave.
We are seeking children’s summer clothing (t-shirts,
shorts, pajamas, sweats, etc.) and shoes in all sizes.
Underwear and socks must be new. Other clothing
needs to be new or in excellent, “near-new”
condition. We are preparing a display with more
information in the narthex. Thank you for your
generosity and for Thrivent’s generosity for
approving an Action Team for this project.
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School Supplies, Food and Hygiene Drive
Family Assistance Ministries

Welcome INN
Meal Service
Monday - June 14 & July 12

We are always collecting items for FAM. Bring your
donations to the narthex or church office and we’ll
deliver them often. Empty egg cartons, too!

Thanks to all who participate in this ministry. Your
hot meal and bag lunch donations are lovingly
served the second Monday of each month. Our
homeless and low-income neighbors are most
grateful. Please respond to Sign-Up Genius if you
are able to provide food and make sure it is in the
church kitchen before 2:00pm so the meals can be
assembled on-campus.

School Supplies (needed by July 25th):
Lunch boxes, Pencil boxes, Dry erase markers,
Washable markers, Crayons, Erasers, Glue sticks,
Calculators, Child scissors.
Most needed non-perishable food items:
Canned beans, soup, chili, fruit, veggies. Cereal.
Pasta and pasta sauce. Rice. Peanut butter and jelly.
Ensure/Boost. Mac & cheese.

Our Welcome INN coordinator is Jim Wall,
jimroberta@yahoo.com or (209) 534-9584.

Special note: Please be aware that we cannot
reimburse you for the cost of your food donations.
Our very small budget is for serving supplies. It may
be possible for you take a deduction on your
personal tax return if you save your receipts. Please
consult your tax adviser.

Most needed hygiene items:
Full-size shampoo, conditioner, soap, toothpaste.
Razors, toothbrushes. feminine hygiene products.
Sunscreen. Diapers sizes 4, 5, 6 only. Baby wipes.
Hand sanitizer. Sanitary wipes.

The Social Concerns Ministry thanks you
for benevolence gifts given in
April 2021 over and above general giving:
ELCA World Hunger: $400
FAM: $170 Food & Toiletries
Habitat for Humanity of OC: $220
LSS of So. Cal Lenten Offering: $100
($450 total for Lent)
LWR Quilt Ministry: $25
Welcome INN: $30 Food, Socks & Masks

Your generosity is so appreciated!
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Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church
Financial Report
April 2021
Average Weekly Offering

$ 7,745

Budget Requirement

$ 9,886

Offering

Apr 2021

Jul - Apr FYTD

Unrestricted Gifts

$30,079

$343,503

Budget

$42,839

$428,391

Church Council Report
May 2021
Hello Church,
We are YOUR CHURCH COUNCIL! What does
this mean? That means that there are 9 people that
give their time to you, the church, to make decisions
that keep the church going. We make a lot of
decisions. Sometimes we disagree and sometimes we
agree. As the secretary of the council it is my
decision to include a disagreement or leave it out of
the minutes. So much power for your's truly!
Actually, there are very few disagreements and
mostly never will there be a voice raised. My
favorite form of disagreement goes way back to my
single digit days of my childhood. That would be the
EyeRoll. It is just so satisfying to do! It also can
mean more than one thing. EyeRoll can mean - I
disagree with you, or I don't believe you or you are
now bragging and I refuse to engage you with
words, or Whatever. More often than not, I will
receive the EyeRoll for just about everything I
say! It's a gift. So we had our monthly meeting last
night and Charles Chuck Charlie has a wonderful list
of things that he has taken care of for the month
including selling the modular buildings AND the
pool table for actual money! HA and we thought we
would have to pay someone to take them away! High
Five to Mr. Simon! Pastor Rich and Gay (church
office secretary) have been going through the church
rolls to keep it current - very important especially for
a quorum for the annual meeting which is June 13;
Your council voted to require Covid vaccinations for
the staff or church and school; Social Concerns are
going to participate in the Summer of Love which
benefits migrants and refugees among other things;
Kelly and Bob - youth and family have a 2nd
communion class coming through out of popular
demand; Collette put on a really nice Mother's Day
Tea! Pastor Rich had to decide if he would lead us in
prayer using Spanish or English and at that I felt an
EyeRoll coming on but managed to control myself.
With so many folks doing so many things it means I
have to type a lot! Thank you for reading this
because I'm happy to do it.

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful in
their stewardship.. We collected 72% of our April
budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date we have
funded 80% of the approved budget. We truly
appreciate your dedication to Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church. We continue to be prudent in our spending.
Designated Gifts

Apr 2021 Jul - Apr FYTD

World Hunger

$400

$4,011

Habitat for Humanity

$220

$2,320

$620

$6,311

Total

Fellowship Hall Building Fund Balance:
April 2021: $587,110.76
Building 300 Classrooms Mortgage Balance:
April 2021: $ 428,440.35
Projected loan payoff: September 2031

Thank You For Your Stewardship!
CALL COMMITTEE REPORT FOR MAY
Call committee is preparing to do whatever it takes
to bring in the best pastor for Our Savior’s! We are
all working hard and following the jobs and
requirements that the Pacifica Synod office puts
before us. We have had a couple of really good
meetings and Sara May, our chairperson, is doing a
wonderful job of keeping us all on the same page.
More to come next month!
Super Sincerely,

Respectfully

M'Liz Kelly
Call Committee Communications

M'Liz Kelly,
the Very Mediocre Council Secretary
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June 2021
Preschool News

June 2021 Kids Column

June 9th is our last day of preschool this year. Each class
will have a meet up in the park play date when school
ends at noon on June 9th. Many preschool families will
be attending and helping out at VBS at the end of June
and we have three weeks of Summer Camps scheduled at
the end of the summer for enrolled Our Savior’s
preschool students.
Registration for fall is going quite well but we do have
spots available in the Infant Center and the Preschool so
please continue to spread the good news about our
wonderful preschool. We are also hiring teachers and
teacher assistants so if you know of anyone, please send
them our way. Teachers must have a BA and assistants
must have a minimum of 12 units and a CA permit.
Preschool Meet the Teacher days are August 16th and
17th. Preschool will begin on August 19th and 20th. The
Infant Center starts August 16th.
We are so very grateful for our dedicated and amazing
school staff who came to work this past school year and
gave their all in the most trying times. There is a joyful
sense of gratitude amongst us that we made it! We
continue to praise God for all the blessings we experience
here at Our Savior’s.
Have a wonderful summer!
Joan Lundbohm
Preschool Director
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Sun

Mon

Holy Communion

Tue
1
8:00 OWLs Walk
4:00 Kids Club

Wed
2

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

6:00 Movie Night
No MSYG

Served every Sunday

6 World Hunger

7

8

9

8:00 OWLs Walk

9:00am Blended
Worship
6:30 HSYG

5:15 Exec Mtg
6:30 Council Meeting

13 Graduate Sunday

14

9:00am Blended
Worship
10:00 Annual Meeting
6:30 HSYG

4:00 Welcome Inn Dinner

20 Building Fund

21

15

6:00 Movie Night
6:30 MSYG

16

8:00 OWLs Walk
4:00 Kids Club

6:00 Movie Night
6:30 MSYG

22

23
6:00 Movie Night

8:00 OWLs Walk

9:00am Blended
Worship
No HSYG

27 Habitat
9:00am Blended
Worship
6:30 HSYG

28

No MSYG

29

30

8:00 OWLs Walk

6:00 Movie Night
6:30 MSYG BBQ
Welcome New “Sixlets
First Sunday of the month

Third Sunday of each month

Last Sunday of the month
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

At this time worship service is being held indoors.
(the patio is open and we are live streaming as well.)

The Messenger
June 2021
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
Summer Worship Hours
9:00am ǀ Blended Worship
6:30pm ǀ High School Youth Group
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