The Messenger | May 2021
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School ▪ San Clemente, California
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
Dear Friends in Christ,
May is here. Is it just me, or does this year 2021 just seem to be going by so very quickly? I am so happy to
state that the Call Committee is underway with their work with the Office of the Bishop. Please keep those
special seven people and their work in your prayers. They are: Lola Davies, Dick Hoye, M’Liz Kelly, Collette
LaClair, Connie Lawrence (ex officio), Sara May (Chair) and Jim Wall.
May also brings us two secular holidays and one Church Festival.
Mother’s Day is the first of our secular special days, and it falls on May 9th this year. It is a day to celebrate
all mother’s, living or now living with the Lord, for whom we give thanks. I think it was God’s design that He
gave us mothers to nurture us spiritually, emotionally and physically. May 9th is a day we enjoy and set aside
to give thanks to God for mother’s, and their place in our lives.
Pentecost is the next day in the month of May that is special. It occurs on Sunday May 23rd this year. Be a
Pentecost witness and wear RED to church that Sunday! Pentecost is the day we recall the sending of the Holy
Spirit on the Apostles and other disciples following the Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension of Jesus
Christ. Pentecost marks the beginning of the Christian church's mission to the world. The Biblical book, the
Acts of the Apostle’s has all the details.
And finally, Memorial Day is the last day in the month, May 31st. Memorial Day is always observed on the
last Monday of May, and honors all of the men and women who died while serving in the U.S. military. Here
is a prayer I like for Memorial Day:
O God of life, you are older than time. You have seen generations who have died through sacrifice, war,
courage and folly. You have comforted generations who mourned and grieved and sang solemn songs and
laid flowers on graves. Gather us in your embrace and cradle us with your compassion. As we remember
those who have died in past wars and conflicts, help us to remember that you were there when the
mountains were formed. You were there to sooth our grief and breathe hope into the hopeless. You are with
us still. We give you thanks for life in Jesus and pray that your lives may be reflections of his love. Amen.
So, I hope to see you in worship this month. We are stronger together. Make worship a top priority as you
begin each week!
In Christ’s power and grace,
Interim Pastor Rich Ajer

May 23rd is Pentecost Sunday
Be sure to wear RED on Sunday, May 23rd to help us
celebrate the day of Pentecost! Traditionally Pentecost has been considered
the birthday of the church and is remembered for the
presence of the Holy Spirit that allowed everyone to
hear the Gospel in their own native tongue!
(First Holy Communion will also be celebrated at the 10:00am worship)

May Birthdays, Anniversaries & More
~ Birthdays ~
Vernette Blumhorst
Alan Lundgren
Jill Murphy
Shanna Rowe
Katherine Yeakel
Peter Davies
Liz Derdzinske
Eric May
Dave McKee
Myla Pert
Laura Rasor
Bruce Quade
Caroline Tully
Roberta Wall
Jeffrey Mills
Alan Tsuma
Vince Ammann
Kathy Schenk
Gay Bemoll
Richard Scarfe
Anna Berschauer
Wendell Person
Marianne Bourgeois
Kim Lindholm
Natal Vergara
Tomas Vergara
Bob Berschauer
Mike Heyes

~ Anniversaries ~
5/1
5/1
5/1
5/1
5/2
5/3
5/6
5/7
5/8
5/8
5/9
5/12
5/12
5/12
5/14
5/14
5/15
5/15
5/17
5/17
5/19
5/21
5/22
5/22
5/23
5/23
5/26
5/30

Michael & Marlene Fitzhugh
Frank & Debbie Krogman
Jerry & Deborah Cloninger
Joel & Carol Hoffmeister
Ron & Grace Cadler
Kai & Karin Schrickel
Howard & Sally Sharp
Pastor Jeff & Kelly Frohner
George & Rhonda Kings
Eric & Joan Lundbohm
Bob & Loretta Cooper
George & Lisa Ellis
Alan & Norma Harkness

5/1
5/4
5/8
5/10
5/12
5/16
5/18
5/21
5/22
5/23
5/25
5/27
5/28

If you prefer to
donate electronically
Venmo us
“@OurSaviorsSanClemente”.
We truly appreciate
your generosity.
Thank you!

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, June 13 between services and on Facebook
We will be voting on our new budget, updates to our constitution and
by-laws, and any new church council members. Please join us in person,
or on Facebook for this important meeting.
**Services will be shortened on this day, to allow for more meeting
time. An exact time schedule will be coming soon.








National Day of Prayer, May 6, 2021
Mother’s Day, May 9, 2021
Armed Forces Day, May 15, 2021
Pentecost Sunday, May 23, 2021
Trinity Sunday, May 30, 2021
Memorial Day, May 31, 2021
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May 2021
In my other occupation, as a Music Therapist, I often organize my sessions around holidays and
special events. Some of the events I bring up are silly, such as Lumpy Rug Day - May 3rd.
Some are days that can make me stop and think. Here are a few of the May holidays that I plan to observe:

 May 1: National Fitness Day. Our body is a gift from God. A great opportunity for fitness is to join the OWLs
(Older Wiser Lutherans) for their weekly walk (safely distanced). Roberta announces that to join them, you
don’t need to be older, wiser or Lutheran. However, walking is great exercise and a great way to meet new
people. Can’t make Tuesday mornings? How about starting a weekend walking group??? Just ask a few
friends….
 May 3 - 7 (first full week, Monday-Friday): Teacher Appreciation Week. We have many teachers and
retired teachers in our congregation. This past year, many of our church members with children at home have
also become teachers due to the pandemic. A special THANK YOU to all our preschool teachers. They are
helping our children to not only learn pre-academics but to learn about God. My children went through Our
Savior’s Lutheran School and live their faith each day because of the early instruction by wonderful teachers.
 May 6: National Day of Prayer. With all the dissention that I hear from people each day and read in the news,
this is definitely a day to observe. God hears our prayers.
 May 9: Mother’s Day. Not all of us are mothers. Not all of us had great mothers. However, most of us have
had women in our lives who have made a difference to us. This is a great opportunity to thank those women,
or become one of those women by volunteering to mentor someone else.
 May 15 (3rd Saturday): Armed Forces Day. Later in the month we will observe Memorial Day and in
November we observe Veterans’ Day. However, “Armed Forces Day” often sneaks under our radar. It is a
day to pay special tribute to the men and women of the Armed Forces. President Truman led the effort to
establish a holiday in order for citizens to unite and to honor our military heroes for their patriotic service in
support of the United States of America.
May 16-22 (3rd week): National New Friends, Old Friends Week. Some of my best friends throughout my life
have been people that I have met at church. When you see someone you don’t know at church, how about
saying “hi” and asking their name. You may end up with a new friend.
 May 31: Memorial Day (observed). A day of remembrance for those who have died in military service for the
United States. Fun to Barbeque – but remember why we REALLY observe this day.
And remember, each Sunday, 52 weeks per year, is a celebration of the Resurrection – the same resurrection that
we celebrated on Easter Sunday.
Let the celebrating continue…
In His Service,
Karen Skipper, Director of Music
Another May celebration is May Day, 5/1. I always think of flowers and beauty. Enjoy this “Coffee with Jesus”

A little “Coffee with
Jesus” Humor
to entertain you at home.

Creation
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Youth and Children’s Page
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries

Good to See You
od is so good, I mean really, God is SO good!
G
Here we are over a year into a global pandemic
that has surely affected the entire world and we are

finally starting to see the light at the end of the
tunnel. We may be “in the valley of the shadow of
death” but as Christian people we have hope, after all
you can’t have a shadow without some light, right?
In our case that light is God, and like Motel 6 says
“He’ll leave the light on for ya”.

May 2021

God is at work in our world but more to the point
God is at work here, in San Clemente, specifically at
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. We are now opened
for “in person” worship at both services and it is
really good to see so many familiar faces. As for the
youth, besides being able to keep the weekly youth
group meetings going through the Covid crisis, we
have seen growth in our Kids Club (upper
elementary school group) and many returning youths
in the older groups as well. Besides our weekly
meetings we are truly carrying out Jesus’ command
in The Great Commission as during Holy Week we
Baptized eight new disciples and guided three young
Christians to the table as they received their First
Holy Communion. But that’s not the end of it, we are
also offering a second round of First Communion
classes for four more youngsters that will claim their
place at the table on May 23, the Day of Pentecost.
Oh and we will soon be welcoming five new
members to our church family as well!

May 2 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, YR
May 4 - Tuesday
Kids Club 4:00pm, YR
May 5 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
May 9 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, YR
May 10 - Monday
1st Communion Class, Sanc
May 12 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
May 16 - Sunday
1st Communion Class, Sanc
HSYG 6:00pm, YR
May 18 - Tuesday
Kids Club 4:00pm, YR
May 19 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
May 23 - Sunday
1st Communion Celebration 10:00am
HSYG 6:00pm, YR
May 26 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
May 30 - Sunday
No HSYG

We are hoping to get some of our traditional
Summer youth activities going soon but as we’ve
become accustomed to lately these things are done
on a day-by-day basis as opportunities present
themselves, I’ll keep you posted.
See you on Sunday,
Bob Cooper
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry

4

5

Please join me (Pastor Rich) in welcoming the
Hoey family to Our Savior's!
The entire family was baptized here in April,
and included 3 generations of the Hoey family,
with two grandparents of the children being included.
The Hoey family is also a part of our preschool.
Mom and Dad are Jessica and Ryan Hoey.
The children are Annabella, Olivianna and Jackson.
During this Covid time, how do we welcome people in the
spirit Our Savior's is used to doing? I have an idea. I would
like to encourage some of you to drop a note via email or
postal mail and personally tell them who you are (maybe
send a photo) and tell them a little about yourself. Then, let
them know how to connect with you at the church.
We are slowly being able to come back to in person
worship - thanks be to God. The Hoey's address and
telephone number can be given to church members
through Gay in the office. I do not want to have that
here in the wider distribution of our newsletter.
I feel so blessed to have been the officiant for the baptisms of this wonderful family!

Walking Group
The walking group continues to meet each Tuesday
morning at 8:00am on the corner of Vista Hermosa
and Costa Azul, to walk the Sea Summit Trails.
All OWLs and OWLs in training
(those below 55) are welcome to join us!

Refreshments are Back!
May 9th - Mother’s Day
We will begin serving coffee and donuts
again. Please join us on the outside
patio after services for
fellowship and refreshments.

Manna Class… In-Person
Wednesdays at 1:30pm
An overview of the coming weeks lessons.
Bring a Bible.
Newcomers always welcome!
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Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church
Financial Report
March 2021
Average Weekly Offering
Budget Requirement
Offering

April 2021

$ 7,933.25

Your church council has been whistling while we
work
as
happy
Lutherans
mostly
do.

$ 9,886
Mar 2021

Jul - Mar FYTD

Unrestricted Gifts

$31,733

$312,524

Budget

$42,839

$385,552

This month we have set up a budget for your
approval at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, June
13. Speaking of whistling there was a lot of that
along with a lot of discussion regarding the budget
for the year. It was especially difficult for Sleepy to
get through these discussions. Then we had Sneezy
who takes care of the gardening and maintenance
complaining about the pollens in the air this time of
year but we still caught him whistling. At first we
thought the budget would not get done because
without a Treasurer currently the only one who
happily wanted to take it on was Dopey and you
know how that probably turned out! Thank goodness
Snow White came in and saved Dopey and the
budget. Happy takes care of the youth and families
of the church and she was like always just so dang
Happy! What's up with that? Bashful takes great care
with the church’s flowers and decorations. She and
Doc make a great team and it's difficult for any credit
given to them due to Bashful's shyness.

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful in
their stewardship.. We collected 74% of our March
budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date we have
funded 81% of the approved budget. We truly
appreciate your dedication to Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church. We continue to be prudent in our spending.
Designated Gifts

Mar 2021 Jul - Mar FYTD

World Hunger

$430

$3,181

Habitat for Humanity

$240

$1,860

$670

$5,711

Total

Fellowship Hall Building Fund Balance:
March 2021: $586,703.26

There are a few of us ending our terms in June so if
you are interested in joining our crew and taking on
all of this fun, please let our Pastor Rich or secretary
Gay or any of us know. Except me, Grumpy. If you
talk about the end of my term, I may do something
really Grumpy like pull your mask and snap it back
on you! Do not even go there!

Building 300 Classrooms Mortgage Balance:
March 2021: $ 431,123.64
Projected loan payoff: September 2031

Thank You For Your Stewardship!

Call Committee Report…

M’Liz Kelly
Your Mediocre Council Secretary

So far the Call Committee has been formed, been in
close contact with the Bishop's office, and
received our positions on the committee. I, M'Liz
Kelly am in the Communication to the
Congregation department. At this time we mainly
communicate with our representative to the bishop's
office, Pastor Terry Tuvey-Allen. As I write this
article, we are very excited with anticipation of the
Holy Spirit sending us some great candidates. We
will be representing our congregation and your
thoughts that we accepted in the surveys. Please
give us a "shout out" in your prayers to be open to
the Holy Spirit during this campaign and give us the
strength and foresight to maintain an open mind and
heart. Thanks be to God.
7

SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS
Lutheran World Relief
Personal Care Kits
Soap and Toothbrushes

Library Books for San Onofre School
San Clemente Military Family Outreach

Our contribution to the school supplies drive for San
Clemente Military Family Outreach will be new
library books for SanO K-8 school at MCB Camp
Pendleton again. Library-bound books selected by
the school will be purchased. Ms. Seymour, the
SanO school librarian looks forward to our gifts
every year, as they have no other budget for library
books. If you’d like to make a monetary
contribution for this project by May 31, please
memo your gift: library books. Please note we are
NOT collecting books.

Help us prepare 200 personal
care kits for Lutheran World
Relief (LWR). During May
and June, we invite you to
donate bath-size, individually
wrapped bars of soap and
adult size toothbrushes. We
need 400 bars of soap and
200 toothbrushes. We will
purchase the other supplies in
bulk. Over the almost 20 years we have been doing
this project, LWR has shipped our kits all over the
world to people displaced by conflict and natural
disaster. These gifts of love bring comfort in times of
great stress. If you prefer to make a monetary
donation to OSLC for this project, memo your
contribution: LWR kits. Each kit plus shipping costs
about $10. Thank you for your generosity!

Welcome INN
Meal Service
Mondays - 5/10 & 6/14
Thanks to all who participate in this ministry. Your
hot meal and bag lunch donations are lovingly
served the second Monday of each month. Our
homeless and low-income neighbors are most
grateful. Please respond to Sign-Up Genius if you
are able to provide food and make sure it is in the
church kitchen before 2:00pm so the meals can be
assembled on-campus. Our Welcome INN
coordinator is Jim Wall, jimroberta@yahoo.com or
(209) 534-9584.

Food and Hygiene
Items Drive
Due to the ongoing need at Family Assistance
Ministries, we will continue our Food and Hygiene
Drive indefinitely. The need for basic assistance has
grown exponentially during the pandemic, and we’d
like to continue helping out. Please bring any of the
following items to the black buckets in the Narthex
on Sundays or to the church office during the week
anytime. We will make deliveries to FAM once or
twice a month.

Special note: Please be aware that we cannot
reimburse you for the cost of your food donations.
Our very small budget is for serving supplies. It may
be possible for you take a deduction on your
personal tax return if you save your receipts. Please
consult your tax adviser.

Most needed non-perishable food items:
Canned Beans, Soup, Chili, Fruit, Veggies. Cereal.
Pasta and Pasta Sauce. Rice. Peanut Butter and Jelly.
Ensure/Boost. Mac & Cheese.

We are always in need of new white athletic
socks! You can bring them to the church office or
drop them in the black bucket in the Narthex
anytime.

Most needed hygiene items:
Full-size Shampoo, Conditioner, Soap, Toothpaste.
Razors, Toothbrushes. Feminine Hygiene Products.
Sunscreen. Diapers sizes 4, 5, 6 only. Baby Wipes.
Hand Sanitizer. Sanitary Wipes.
NO GLASS PLEASE
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Habitat for Humanity of Orange County Update

The Habitat Build for Unity Interfaith Coalition, of
which we are a part, is busy finishing up the last 4
homes in the Fullerton community and getting ready
to build new homes in Stanton. The Stanton site will
open to volunteers in May. Your Habitat donations
to OSLC go directly toward construction of these
homes. In fact, we’ve donated $7,900 just since
2019!

The Social Concerns Ministry thanks you
for benevolence gifts given in
March 2021 over and above general giving:

Linda Howard’s note: Volunteering for a build day is
a very gratifying and fun experience, and I encourage you to give it a try. You never know what you
will do (and learn) on any given day. In March, I put
the finish coat on interior walls and prepped doors
for hanging. If I can do it; you can do it! If you are
curious about doing a build day, please contact me at
howard.ljh55@gmail.com or (949) 422-5258.

ELCA World Hunger: $430
FAM: Food, Toiletries
Habitat for Humanity of OC: $240
LSS of So. Cal Lenten Offering: $150
($350 total for Lent)
LWR Quilt Ministry: $70
Welcome INN: Food & Socks

No matter your faith, Home is a sacred place.

Your generosity is so appreciated!
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May 2021 ~ Preschool News

Movie Nights at Our Savior’s!
Wednesday Eve nings at 6:00pm
June 2 - July 7

We are having lots of fun at preschool. We just
finished our Tike-a-Thon raffle and made $1,700.00
which we deposited to the Annual Fund for military
and other discounts. One lucky student won a new
bike from Buy my Bikes.

Let’s try something new! Someone suggested to me
(Pastor Rich) and here it is: We will watch a Netflix
movie from home (whenever we want, however you
want - Netflix, Redbox, etc.). Then, we’ll meet on
the church patio on Wednesday evenings to discuss
them. Each film will relate to different aspects of our
faith. We’ll begin on Wednesday, June 2 and try it
through Wednesday, July 7. The conversation and
fun will start at 6:00 PM. Bring your own nonalcoholic drinks and snacks. Call the church office
or Pastor Rich with any questions or suggestions.
See you at the movie discussion!

We had wonderful Easter parties followed by a week
off for Spring Break. During that week Charles
Simon was busy getting the trees on the playground
trimmed and broken toys fixed. A great big thank you
and shout-out to Rod’s Tree Service who went way
above and beyond what they were hired to do. The
trees look beautiful and now we can plant some
grass!
Enrollment for the remainder of this year and for fall
is going great. Since we now have nine licensed
classrooms, we always have room for more so please
continue to spread the word about our wonderful
preschool and infant center. I am very excited to
announce that over Spring Break we submitted
paperwork and paid the fees to become NAEYC
Accredited. We have one year to get the school and
staff ready and submit all paperwork and then we
wait for their decision. I will keep Council and the
Congregation updated on our progress as we go
through the accreditation process.

 June 2: My Octopus Teacher (creation and
friendship)
 June 9: Pursuit of Happyness (despair and hope)
 June 16: The Life Ahead (love and tolerance)
 June 23: A Monster Calls (courage and trust)
 June 30: First They Killed My Father (war and
survival)
 July 7: The Two Popes (church and leadership)

We will be offering three weeks of summer camp this
year but due to covid we are not opening up to the
community. Camp this year is for students that are
currently enrolled for now or fall. We will have camp
the last week in July and the first two weeks in
August from 9:00am - 1:00pm. Spaces are filling up
and we are glad to be able to offer in person camp
this year.

Like us on Facebook
Church & School

Blessings,
Joan Lundbohm,
Preschool Director
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

Holy Communion

Synod Assembly

First Sunday of the month

2 “World Hunger”
8:30 Bold Worship
10:00 Classic Worship

Third Sunday of each month

3

4

9:00 PS Chapel

6:00 HSYG

11

9
8:30 Bold Worship
10:00 Classic Worship

Last Sunday of the month

Served every Sunday

5

8:00 OWLs Walk
4:00 Kids Club

6

8

14

15

21

22

28

29

9:00 PS Chapel
1:30 Manna, FR
6:30 MSYG

10

11

12

13

9:00 PS Chapel

8:00 OWLs Walk

1:30 Manna, FR

9:00 PS Chapel

4:00 Welcome INN

5:15 Exec Meeting

6:30 MSYG

6:00 HSYG

4:00 1st Communion
Class

6:30 Council Meeting

16 “Building Fund”

17

18

19

20

8:30 Bold Worship
10:00 Classic Worship
11:00 1st Communion
Class
6:00 HSYG

9:00 PS Chapel

8:00 OWLs Walk

1:30 Manna, FR

9:00 PS Chapel

23 “Pentecost”
8:30 Bold Worship
10:00 Classic Worship,
1st Communion
6:00 HSYG

24

25

26

27

9:00 PS Chapel

8:00 OWLs Walk

1:30 Manna, FR

9:00 PS Chapel

30 “Habitat”

31

4:00 Kids Club

6:30 MSYG

6:30 MSYG

8:30 Bold Worship
10:00 Classic Worship

No HSYG
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

At this time both worship services are being held indoors.
(the patio is open and we are live streaming as well.)

The Messenger
May 2021
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
Sunday Worship Hours
8:30am ǀ Bold Worship
10:00am ǀ Classic Worship
6:00pm ǀ High School Youth Group
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