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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School ▪ San Clemente, California
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”

From the Pastor
Yay! We have a Call Committee!
What is a “Call Committee” you ask?
Well, let me tell you.
Let us begin with what is a “Call”?
A “Call” is in one sense “Hiring” a pastor, but it is
more a decision that is rooted in reflection and
prayer. This is a good time for Our Savior’s to give
special attention on how God is at work in
connecting this beautiful congregation with its next
pastor. At the heart of our Lutheran theology is
something Martin Luther termed "the priesthood of
all believers." In our baptism God has called us all to
be part of the body of Christ. Luther reminded us of
the Latin origin of the word "vocation" - vocare which means, "to call." All of us take up our
vocations - our callings - as God's people. We are all
ministers in whatever daily activity we take up.
Being a minister of “Word and Sacrament" (i.e., a
pastor) or a minister of “Word and Service” (i.e., a
deacon) is not a higher calling, but is one of many
callings that serves God’s mission in the world. As
Martin Luther said, “We are all ministers in whatever
daily activity we take up.”
The Call Committee was appointed by the Church
Council (per our Constitution). Those members of
the church appointed include: Lola Davies, Dick
Hoye, M’Liz Kelly, Collette LaClair, Sara May, and
Jim Wall. President Connie Lawrence is an exofficio member of the committee. The interim pastor
is available for questions and guidance for the Call
Committee but is not privy to candidates being
considered. The Committee will work closely with
Bishop Taylor and Assistant to the Bishop Terry
Tuvey-Allen. After an orientation process with the
Office of the Bishop, the Committee will be given a
few names that the Bishop feels might be “matches”
for Our Savior’s. It is sort of like dating. Initial
interviews with a few candidates (about 3 or 4) are
done virtually. If it is felt the Committee would like
to go further with a particular candidate, they will
arrange next for a face-to-face interview. If in the
first group of names a match is not found, the search
will continue.
At some point, a candidate will emerge that the Call
Committee feels has the gifts and personality that

would work well for Our Savior’s. When the Call
Committee feels they have found a suitable person
to be the next pastor, they will recommend him or
her to the Church Council. Then with the Call
Committee, the Church Council will recommend
this individual to the congregation for a vote (by the
congregation) to call him or her as your next pastor.
The congregation votes both on (1) the decision to
call the pastor, and (2) on the compensation and
benefits package. One caveat (and it usually does
not happen), but should a candidate withdraw their
name (even deep into the process), you go back to
receiving new names from the Bishop’s office.
The Call Committee will elect a chairman when
they first meet. Someone on the Call Committee
will be asked to keep the congregation informed of
the process on a regular basis. The Call Committees
is necessarily confidential, but not secretive. It is a
small world, and it is also a small church. It is
important the Call Committee does not disclose a
candidate’s name, where a candidate is from, etc.
There are many reasons for this, such as a pastor not
desiring for his current congregation to know he or
she is open to a new call until such time as a
decision has been made by all parties involved.
The process will begin after Easter and continue into
the summer, when perhaps a candidate emerges to
be brought to the congregation for a vote. On the
spiritual side, I trust God is already at work in all the
future candidates (as well as in our Church and Call
Committee).
Finally, the call process is an effort by all parties to
discern what God wants for Our Savior’s so that the
Gospel may be proclaimed.
Peace and joy in Christ,
Interim Pastor Rich Ajer

~ Birthdays ~
Savannah Salvin
Clayton Wells
Karen Fox
Sara May
Billie Buffington
Kiley Butkus
Emily Lawrence
Flora Thomsen
Jay Rayl
Lola Davies
Don Hansen
Craig Townsend
George Ellis
Drew Flanagan*
Jana Murphy
Judi Klaske
Marlene Fitzhugh
Jackie Key
Michelle Lawrence
Debbie Krogman
Nicholas Lindholm
Bob Oakley
Sheri Schrofer
Connie Lawrence
Christi Calvert
Steve Hathaway
Val Streed
Pastor Jeff Frohner
Jeff Bacon

~ Anniversaries ~
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4/3
4/4
4/4
4/7
4/7
4/7
4/7
4/9
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4/10
4/10
4/11
4/11
4/11
4/12
4/13
4/13
4/14
4/18
4/22
4/22
4/22
4/24
4/25
4/26
4/27
4/29
4/30

Devin & Denise Mears
Bob & Jennifer Berschauer
Alan & Lana Lundgren

4/6
4/23
4/28

Greeters/Temperature Takers Needed
Sundays ǀ 8:30am & 10:00am
Now that we are getting back to some kind of normal we are in
need of Greeters and Temperature takers at both services.
What this entails:
Greet people and have them sign in ǀ Take their temperature.
That’s it...Thank you
Please sign-up through SignUpGenius or contact the
church office to help on Sundays.
(949) 492-6164 ǀ OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net

If you prefer to donate
electronically Venmo us
“@OurSaviorsSanClemente”.
We truly appreciate

There’s room for both Jesus and a little “bunny fun” at Easter…
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April 2021 Music Notes
Here comes Peter Cottontail, hopping down the bunny trail
Hippity, Hoppity, Easter’s on its way.

I

t is almost Easter and the stores are full of bunnies, baskets, eggs and candy. However, we know that
Easter is so much more. Because of the global pandemic, this past year has been a challenge. Last
Easter, we did not have anyone in the pews for our Holy Week or Easter Sunday services. This year we
will worship live and in person, as well as live streamed, but will still need to take precautions such as
physical distancing, wearing masks and not singing or speaking out loud.

It has been a tough couple years…
But, things are looking up. With more and more people being vaccinated, restrictions are loosening up.
There is light at the end of the tunnel. We can gather in fellowship. That is something to celebrate.
How have you stayed positive during these last 13 months of uncertainty? Two of the tools that have
helped me are music and humor.
Since I am part of the staff at Our Savior’s, I have been fortunate to be able to make music with Art, Dick
and Greg on Sunday mornings. Our live streamed services have allowed people to engage with our worship
services and church musicians and enjoy singing while safely at home.
The other tool that has helped me is humor. There is an old saying, “Grin and bear it” and there seems to
be some evidence that doing just that helps us survive tough times.

Since April is National Humor Month, I would like to share a bit of information about the benefits of
laughter.
National Humor Month was founded in 1976 by best-selling humorist Larry Wilde, Director of The Carmel
Institute of Humor. It is designed to heighten public awareness on how the joy and therapeutic value of
laughter can improve health, boost morale, increase communication skills and enrich the quality of one's
life.
There are many benefits to a good laugh:
Physical Health Benefits:
• Boosts immunity
• Lowers stress hormones
• Decreases pain
• Relaxes your muscles
• Prevents heart disease

Mental Health Benefits:
• Adds joy and zest to life
• Eases anxiety and fear
• Relieves stress
• Improves mood
• Enhances resilience

Social Benefits:
• Strengthens relationships
• Attracts others to us
• Enhances teamwork
• Helps defuse conflict
• Promotes group bonding

So, make music (safely) and laugh. Soon we will be able to do both live and in-person!
In His Service,
Karen Skipper,
Director of Music
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Youth and Children’s Page
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries

Always A Place for You
The other night while out on my evening walk with
my faithful dog, I was reminded of a story that
happened some years ago. I was living in a small
town outside of Columbus, Ohio and had made
friends with a very nice man named Dale. Dale
worked at the local hardware store where he mixed
paint and gave good advice to anyone who needed it.
Dale grew up in the southern Ohio area and was as
friendly a fellow as you could ask for; also a really
good guitar picker and we played and recorded
together many times.

April 2021
April 1 - Thursday
Maundy Thursday/1st Communion 6:30pm, Sanc
April 4 - Sunday
Easter Sunday
No HSYG
April 5 - Tuesday
No Kids Club - Spring Break
April 7 - Wednesday
No MSYG - Spring Break
April 11 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Patio/Youth Room
April 14 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, Patio/Youth Room
April 18 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Patio/Youth Room
April 20 - Tuesday
Kids Club 4:00pm, Patio/Youth Room
April 21 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, Patio/Youth Room
April 25 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Patio/Youth Room
April 28 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, Patio/Youth Room

While I was living there my parents came to visit me,
and as usual my Dad could not just sit and visit, we
had to work on something. So we took a look at my
“to do” list and settled on a nice home improvement
project that would keep us busy and allow for some
great father/son re-bonding during their brief stay.
While we were at the hardware store shopping for
materials for our project, I introduced my parents to
my friend, Dale, and true to form Dale extended an
open invitation to my parents to come to supper at
his home anytime they were in “his neck of the
woods”. Of course my parents thanked him and
didn’t give it a second thought until I reminded them
that Dale was not just saying that to be nice, he really
meant it and they really were invited to be guests in
his home anytime, that’s just how it was in his
culture.
Dale was willing to open his home to an absolute
stranger for no other reason than I was Dale’s friend
and these people were my family and I loved them.
How Christ like is that? Jesus invites all of us to join
him at his table for no other reason than we are loved
by God and because of that we are all family in the
brotherhood of Christ.

I think of that encounter often and am grateful to
have had Dale and his family in my life. I think of
him particularly when we bring a new group of
young believers to the communion table (even in a
pandemic we will welcome three this year!) and hear
them utter the comforting phrase that at Jesus’ table
there is always “A place for you.”
See you at mealtime,
Bob Cooper,
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry
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What’s Happening

Manna Class Resumes… In-Person
Wednesday, April 21, 2021 at 1:30pm
On Wednesday, April 14th Pastor Rich plans to
resume the Manna class. He is suggesting with the
weather being warmer that people come to church at
1:30pm and we will gather outside of the sanctuary
entrance. Feel welcome to bring your own chair,
as well as drinks and snacks.
We will be resuming an overview of the
coming weeks lessons, so bring your Bibles.

Contemporary Service at 8:30am
Traditional Service at 10:00am
At this time both worship services
are being held indoors.
(the patio is open and we are live streaming)

If there is enough interest, Pastor Rich will also do a
Zoom study on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm
beginning April 21st.
Newcomers are always welcome!



Walking Group
The walking group continues to meet each Tuesday
morning at 8:00am on the corner of Vista Hermosa
and Costa Azul, to walk the Sea Summit Trails.





All OWLs and OWLs in training
(those below 55) are welcome to join us!

Maundy Thursday ǀ April 1
Good Friday ǀ April 2
Easter Sunday ǀ April 4
Administrative Professionals Day ǀ April 21

Preschool Enrollment | April 2021
Enrollment for the 2021 - 2022
school year has begun. We are
accepting applications for
Preschool and Infant Center
Admissions at this time.
Joan Lundbohm,
Preschool Director
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The following students received their First Holy Communion
during Maundy Thursday Service at Our Savior’s.

Congratulations to Alexandra Gordon, Grant Gordon and Clayton Wells.

Two of our youth, Myla Pert and Anna Berschauer volunteering their time,
assembling meals for Welcome INN. Our youth rock!
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Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church
Financial Report
February 2021
Average Weekly Offering

Hello Church! Your council has been very busy! We
are like leprechauns running around getting things
done around the church and logistically too. There
are going to be some trees trimmed and grounds
cleaned. Hopefully, there will be a combined church
and school clean-up day. Those are very fun and
satisfying for the leprechauns.
 The financial leprechauns (the ones who wear
glasses) are busy working on the budget for the
congregation to vote on during the annual
meeting Sunday June 13!
 Charles the leprechaun with the tool belt has been
busy getting estimates for a lot of outdoor
issues. Charles is always a happy leprechaun.
 The married leprechauns, Karen and Ed Fox have
been very busy painting and brightening and
organizing our Narthex. It’s not easy painting the
high spots when you are a leprechaun!
 Our youngest Leprechaun Kelly Mathiesen has
been keeping us apprised of all of the
shenanigans that our youth are doing and I must
say it’s impressive!
 Collette has her little green hands into the Call
Committee. She is organizing other leprechauns.
 Our Leprechaun in Charge, Connie is doing so
much work because she is also in charge of the
leprechauns with the glasses and making the
budget.
 Leprechaun Roberta has a whistle and makes sure
we are following our COVID Protocols and she
also has a fun job of putting Sunday School Kits
together.
 Our leprechaun Heidi makes sure that we
continue to help make our world a little nicer
with her Social Concerns.
 Yours truly is being very mediocre as usual. It is
my pleasure to observe all of the leprechauns
running around while I take notes for you!

$ 6,642.25

Budget Requirement
Offering

March 2021

$ 9,886
Feb 2021

Jul - Feb FYTD

Unrestricted Gifts

$26,569

$280,791

Budget

$42,839

$342,713

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful in
their stewardship.. We collected 62% of our
February budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date we
have funded 82% of the approved budget. We truly
appreciate your dedication to Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church. We continue to be prudent in our spending.
Designated Gifts

Feb 2021 Jul - Feb FYTD

World Hunger

$410

$3,181

Habitat for Humanity

$250

$1,860

$600

$4,381

Total

Fellowship Hall Building Fund Balance:
February 2021: $586,395.76
Building 300 Classrooms Mortgage Balance:
February 2021: $ 433,796
Projected loan payoff: September 2031

Thank You For Your Stewardship!

Like us on Facebook
Church & School

Let me know if you want to join the Council Tribe of
Leprechauns for a few of us are coming to term this
June.
Thanks for checking in,
M’Liz Kelly
Your Mediocre Council Secretary
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS
Just a friendly reminder that ALL activities are open to all: Congregation,
School Families and Friends. We are all Sent to Serve!
Welcome INN
Meal Service
Mondays
April 12 & May 10

Food and Hygiene
Items Drive

Due to the ongoing need at Family Assistance
Ministries, we will continue our Food and Hygiene
Drive indefinitely. The need for basic assistance has
grown exponentially during the pandemic, and we’d
like to continue helping out. Please bring any of the
following items to the black buckets in the narthex
on Sundays or to the church office during the week
anytime. We will make deliveries to FAM once or
twice a month.

Thanks to all who participate in this ministry. Your hot
meal and bag lunch donations are lovingly served the
second Monday of each month. Our homeless and lowincome neighbors are most grateful. Special thanks to
Jim Wall and Ed Fox for their creative menus and
faithful attendance serving the meals.
Please respond to Sign-Up Genius if you are able to
provide food and make sure it is in the church kitchen
before 2:00pm so the meals can be assembled oncampus.
Our Welcome INN coordinator is Jim Wall,
jimroberta@yahoo.com or (209) 534-9584.

Most needed non-perishable food items:
Canned Beans, Soup, Chili, Fruit, Veggies. Cereal.
Pasta and Pasta Sauce. Rice. Peanut Butter and Jelly.
Ensure/Boost. Mac & Cheese.

We are always in need of new white athletic socks!

Most needed hygiene items:
Full-size Shampoo, Conditioner, Soap, Toothpaste.
Razors, Toothbrushes. Feminine Hygiene Products.
Sunscreen. Diapers sizes 4, 5, 6 only. Baby Wipes.
Hand Sanitizer. Sanitary Wipes.

Lutheran World Relief News
Lutheran World Relief recently provided an
update on its quilts and kit ministry. It’s been quite a
busy year, and they report that their inventory is
almost depleted. In fact, most of the items received
during the fall ingathering have already been shipped
out to those in need. They are hoping to begin
rebuilding a stockpile for future disasters.
In 2020, the quilts and kits made by LWR
congregations benefited 616,210 people in 23
countries. The estimated value of these donations was
$11.1 million! Altogether, 264,585 quilts, 71,900
personal care kits, 250,000 other kits were donated.
The quilts and personal care kits that we donated went
to the Bahamas (remember that hurricane?) and
Georgia (the Eurasian country).
Additionally, to date 118,360 masks have been
donated. These were shipped to Mali, Haiti, and Latin
America.
Sometimes, our individual donations seem small.
Collectively, though, organizations like LWR help us
make a BIG impact in the world! Thanks to all who
donate time, talent, supplies and funds to support our
quilt and kit ministry at Our Savior’s. Watch next
month’s newsletter for information on how you can
help with our annual Personal Care Kit project.

NO GLASS PLEASE

The Social Concerns Ministry thanks you
for benevolence gifts given in
February 2021 over and above general giving:
ELCA World Hunger: $410
FAM: Food, Toiletries, $20
Habitat for Humanity of OC: $250
LSS of So. Cal Lenten Offering: $200
Welcome INN: Food & Socks

Your generosity is so appreciated!
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Kid’s Page ǀ April 2021
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At this time our regular calendar is subject to change.
Please confirm all meetings, events and
information with the church office.

April 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Third Sunday of each month

Last Sunday of the month

4 “World Hunger”

5

6

7

8:00 OWLs Walk
10:00 Read & Pray
No Kids Club

No MSYG

11

8:30 Bold Worship
10:00 Classic Worship

4:00 Welcome INN

6:00 HSYG

18 “Building Fund”
8:30 Bold Worship

8:30 Bold Worship
6:00 HSYG

14

8:00 OWLs Walk
5:15 Exec Meeting

15

6:30pm Worship
(Tenebrae Service
of Darkness)

9

10

17

23

24

6:30 MSYG

20

21

22

9:00 PS Chapel

8:00 OWLs Walk

1:30 Manna, FR

9:00 PS Chapel

10:00 Read & Pray

6:30pm Manna,
ZOOM

4:00 Kids Club

16

9:00 PS Chapel

19

6:00 HSYG

10:00 Classic Worship

13

6:30 Council Meeting

10:00 Classic Worship

25 “Habitat”

3

First Communion

8

Sat

Spring Break ~ School Not In Session ~ Spring Break
12 School Closed
Easter Monday

11

2

6:30pm Worship

First Sunday of the month

Easter Sunday Services
8:30am | 10:00am

Fri

Barbara Hume
Memorial Service TBD

6:30 MSYG

26

27

28

29

9:00 PS Chapel

8:00 OWLs Walk

1:30 Manna, FR

9:00 PS Chapel

30

Holy Communion

6:30pm Manna,
ZOOM
6:30 MSYG

Served every Sunday
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

At this time both worship services are being held indoors.
(the patio is open and we are live streaming as well.)

The Messenger
April 2021
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
Sunday Worship Hours
8:30am ǀ Bold Worship
10:00am ǀ Classic Worship
6:00pm ǀ High School Youth Group
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