The Messenger ~ March 2021
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School ▪ San Clemente, California
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”

From the Pastor
While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came by. When she saw
Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, "You also were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth." But he
denied it, saying, "I do not know or understand what you are talking about." And he went out into the
forecourt. Then the cock crowed. Mark 14:66-68
When I read this verse, I cannot help but think about what we call the “Two natures” of Jesus, the Christ. That
is, that Jesus was a mortal man who ate and drank as we all do throughout the week. But, Jesus was (and is)
the Son of God. This is a title which the gospel writer Mark ascribes to Jesus in the very first verse of the
gospel. Jesus is also called the Son of God near the very end of the gospel (after the crucifixion) by none other
than the Roman centurion.
The full impact of this title seems to be intentionally placed by Mark at the beginning and at the earthly end of
the life and work of Jesus. His work, his reason for coming to earth to bring salvation, has now been
accomplished in the cross. Jesus remained faithful to his disciples even when one lied about him, another
betrayed him and when the rest just ran and hid for cover (save a few of the women). After the meal (the Last
Supper), the disciples would prove unfaithful. But, Jesus would always remain faithful. That to me is what
grace looks like. Undeserved and unconditional love. It is grace that continues to empower us here at Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church to be a community of the cross that is always heart-shaped in our life and witness.
I hope you will join me and others in the congregation (if you are not already) on Wednesday evenings at
5:30pm for a virtual Zoom soup supper with conversation at our tables, and then a 6:00pm for a brief evening
prayer time.
And, as indoor worship resumes at 10:00am on Sundays (as well as the ongoing streaming of the 8:30am
service), I look forward to our walking the Lenten journey together.
Lent is a time to deepen our relationship with God and with one another.
In Christ,
Pastor Rich Ajer

Wednesdays in Lent
February 24 - March 24
5:30pm - Soup & Talk via ZOOM
6:00pm - Midweek Lenten via ZOOM
Our Special Offering through-out the Lenten Season
will go to Lutheran Social Services of Southern California
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“Inspired to Love,
Encouraged to Think,
and Sent to Serve.”
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
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Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

Thank you!
•
•
•

•
•

For living and giving of yourselves in the
Name of Jesus Christ.
For sharing your unique gifts and talents
with us
For supporting our missions and ministries:
our People and programs.
For all the blessings we receive from one
another.
This years budget will reflect the
troublesome times of the pandemic. We are
very grateful to those who were able to make
a commitment.

Ed Fox, Stewardship Chair

Dog Days of Summer Winter…
February 28th was a special “Bring Your Dog to
Church” day at the 10:00am service. Our furry
friends were on their best behavior and basked in the
sun during service. All in all, it was a huge success.
Pictures throughout newsletter.
If you prefer to donate electronically
Venmo us
“@OurSaviorsSanClemente”.
We truly appreciate your generosity.
Thank you!

Daylight Savings Begins Sunday, March 14th
Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead one hour
Saturday night, March 13th.
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March 2021 Music Notes
2021 is “marching on” and soon we will resume indoor worship. Hopefully our world will soon return to
“normal” after a tough 12 months of dealing with a global pandemic. I remember that in 2020,
the last “theme” I did live with my music therapy patients was about
St. Patrick’s Day which occurs on March 17th. Here is a little history of St. Patrick:
 St. Patrick was born in Britain—not Ireland—to wealthy parents near the end of the fourth century.
He is believed to have died on March 17, around 460 A.D. Although his father was a Christian
deacon, it has been suggested that he probably took on the role because of tax incentives and there is
no evidence that Patrick came from a particularly religious family.
 At the age of 16, Patrick was taken prisoner by a group of Irish raiders who were attacking his
family’s estate. They transported him to Ireland where he spent six years in captivity. (There is some
dispute over where this captivity took place. Although many believe he was taken to live in Mount
Slemish in County Antrim, it is more likely that he was held in County Mayo near Killala.)
 During this time, he worked as a shepherd, outdoors and away from people. Lonely and afraid, he
turned to his religion for solace, becoming a devout Christian. (It is also believed that Patrick first
began to dream of converting the Irish people to Christianity during his captivity.)
 After more than six years as a prisoner, Patrick escaped. According to his writing, a voice—which he
believed to be God’s—spoke to him in a dream, telling him it was time to leave Ireland.
 To do so, Patrick walked nearly 200 miles from County Mayo, where it is believed he was held, to the
Irish coast. After escaping to Britain, Patrick reported that he experienced a second revelation—an
angel in a dream tells him to return to Ireland as a missionary. Soon after, Patrick began religious
training, a course of study that lasted more than 15 years.
 After his ordination as a priest, he was sent to Ireland with a dual mission: to minister to Christians
already living in Ireland and to begin to convert the Irish. (Interestingly, this mission contradicts the
widely held notion that Patrick introduced Christianity to Ireland.)
 Familiar with the Irish language and culture, Patrick chose to incorporate traditional ritual into his
lessons of Christianity instead of attempting to eradicate native Irish beliefs. For instance, he used
bonfires to celebrate Easter since the Irish were used to honoring their gods with fire. He also
superimposed a sun, a powerful Irish symbol, onto the Christian cross to create what is now called a
Celtic cross, so that veneration of the symbol would seem more natural to the Irish.
 Although there were a small number of Christians on the island when Patrick arrived, most Irish
practiced a nature-based pagan religion. The Irish culture centered on a rich tradition of oral legend
and myth. When this is considered, it is no surprise that the story of Patrick’s life became exaggerated
over the centuries—spinning exciting tales to remember history has always been a part of the Irish
way of life.
 He may be known as the patron saint of Ireland, but Patrick was never actually canonized by
the Catholic Church. This is simply due to the era he lived in. During the first millennium, there was
no formal canonization process in the Catholic Church. After becoming a priest and helping to spread
Christianity throughout Ireland, Patrick was likely proclaimed a saint by popular acclaim.
[Who Was St. Patrick? (2019, March 1)https://www.history.com/topics/st-patricks-day/who-was-saint-patrick]

There were several “lessons” for me today that I found in this article. The first is that although young
Patrick (I read in another source that his given name was Maewyn) was not raised “religious”, God chose
to use him to do God’s work here on earth. It took a traumatic event in young Maewyn’s life, being
kidnapped and forced to work as a slave, to get Maewyn’s attention. Did God cause this? I think not – the
people who abducted him, like us, had free will. But, again, God can make good come out of bad.
Maewyn/Patrick had “moments” when he realized that God was directing him to take a risk. I have
never had a “vision” such as was described in the article, however, I have had times in my life when it
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Continued on page 4

Continued from page 3

became very clear to me that I needed to take a step into the unknown and trust that God was in that
decision.
Patrick felt led to return to Ireland, the very place where he had been enslaved for much of his young life
and witness to the people of God’s love for them. There are certain people who make me uncomfortable.
But, perhaps those are the very people who need to hear the message of God’s love - maybe from me (??)
We refer to him as “St. Patrick”, but as the article said, he was never canonized by the Catholic Church. I
recall children’s messages in our congregation on “All Saints Day” referring to us, the folks in the pews as
“the saints militant” showing our faith on earth until the day we become “the saints triumphant” living in
the presence of God in heaven.
So, on St. Patrick’s day, enjoy your corned beef and cabbage (which by the way is not really Irish) and
remember that we also need to be doing God’s work here on earth.
In His Service,
Karen Skipper ǀ Director of Music
Trust….
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Youth and Children’s Page
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries

Keep an Eye Out for God

W

ow! Lent is upon us already! Weren’t we all
just live streaming “Silent Night” and
celebrating the birth of Jesus? I guess we must be
having fun because time has surely flown.
I always look forward to Lent and the Lenten
traditions that go along with it, starting with Ash
Wednesday. As a child I always had a certain sense
of pride in walking around all day with that smudge
on my forehead and found a certain brotherhood with
others that I would see doing the same. I guess that
was my first realization of the larger body of Christ
and how we are all connected through him.

March 1 - Monday
Preschool Chapel 9:00am, Sanc
March 2 -Tuesday
Kids Club 4:00pm, Patio
March 3 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, Patio
March 4 - Thursday
Preschool Chapel 9:00am, Sanc
March 7 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Patio
March 8 - Monday
Preschool Chapel 9:00am, Sanc
Welcome INN 4:00pm, Doheny
March 10 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, Patio
March 11 - Thursday
Preschool Chapel 9:00am, Sanc
March 14 - Sunday
1st Communion Class 11:00am, Sanc
HSYG 6:00pm, Patio
March 15 - Monday
Preschool Chapel 9:00am, Sanc
March 16 -Tuesday
Kids Club 4:00pm, Patio
March 17 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, Patio
March 18 - Thursday
Preschool Chapel 9:00am, Sanc
March 21 - Sunday
1st Communion Class 11:00am, Sanc
HSYG 6:00pm, Patio
March 22 - Monday
Preschool Chapel 9:00am, Sanc
March 24 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, Patio
March 25 - Thursday
Preschool Chapel 9:00am, Sanc
March 28 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Patio
March 29 - Monday
Preschool Chapel 9:00am, Sanc
March 31 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, Patio

As a child, lent in our household included the
compulsory “Lenten Sacrifice”, usually involving
giving up candy or dessert or some other form of self
-denial to remind us, in some small way, of Christ’s
sacrifice on the cross. I tried giving up homework
one year but Mom wouldn’t allow it, dang! But
being the good Mom she was (is) she suggested a
wonderful alternative, Mom said that instead of
giving something up and making this season one of
“negativity” that I should turn it around, to find
something positive to do instead. I would try to be
more helpful and loving with those in my family and
in my school and I would help around the house
without being asked, it was the early training of a
servant attitude, a season of giving.
As an adult in the 21st century I have begun a new
Lenten discipline for myself; each day of lent I use
my smartphone camera to take a picture of where I
“see” God. I then post the photo along with an
explanation to my social media accounts (Bob
Cooper on Facebook and oslcyouthdoc on
Instagram) feel free to “Friend” or “follow” me on
either or both of these platforms. I find that
intentionally looking for God’s presence in my life is
a very powerful reminder that we are never outside
the love of Christ and that he is always walking with
us.
So however the season of Lent is made real for you, I
hope all the blessings that are waiting are made real
in your life as we await the final pain and ultimate
glory of Holy Week.
God Bless,
Bob Cooper
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry
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Enjoying the Live Streams?
Do you ever wonder what goes into producing the live
stream webcast worship services that we do each week
here at Our Savior’s? Well I can tell you that they don’t
happen by accident, a great deal of attention goes into
bringing the word of God to the world, live as it
happens. As of right now there is only one person in
the entire congregation that is solely responsible for
making this happen, and that is not a good situation, we
need a team. The production does not require a great
deal of technical ability, just a willingness to learn and
since I have had to learn all of this myself then I can
explain everything in the easiest to understand way
possible. Here are the requirements to be part of the
“Stream Team”:

First (Early) Communion Class
Sunday ǀ March 14 & 21
11:00am - 12:30pm ǀ Sanctuary
Our Savior’s is offering First Communion Classes
on
Sunday, March 14 & 21.
Each class is necessary and one or more
parent(s)/guardian must attend with the child.
Targeted age is 3rd grade.
Please contact Pastor Rich, Bob Cooper or the
church office with any questions.

 Be onsite and ready to work by 7:15am Sunday
(there’s the deal breaker, eh?)
 Ability to count to 12
 Ability to see if a light is on or off
Tuesday ǀ March 2 & 16 @ 10:00am
Women’s Read & Pray Fellowship
(outside ) OSLC Founders Room

 Ability to read the English language

 Love the idea of getting the Gospel out to the world
“Live”

This is a time for fellowship and
prayer while social distancing

As you can see there are not many requirements other
than a willingness to serve so please let me know
if you can help, it’s actually pretty fun and a
creative way to engage in worship.
Please contact Bob Cooper at

1st Tuesday - Bible Study using
Gather Magazine.
 3rd Tuesday - Book Club, share what
you have been reading.


Please bring your own chair, copy of
Gather Magazine, drink, and snack.
Questions contact Collette:
collettelaclair@gmail.com
(760) 271-1955.
March 28 | Palm/Passion Sunday
8:30am Worship ǀ Live Stream Only
10:00am ǀ Indoor
April 1 | Maundy Thursday
6:00pm Worship ǀ Live Stream Only
(First Communion Celebration)
April 2 | Good Friday
6:00pm Worship ǀ Live Stream Only
(Tenebrae Service of Darkness)

April 4
EASTER SUNDAY
Worship Hours
8:30am ǀ Live Stream Only
10:00am ǀ Indoors
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ur Savior’s will be offering Easter flowers to adorn

O the Sanctuary and Altar area for Easter Sunday

May the wind be always at your back. May the
sunshine warm upon your face; the rains fall soft
upon your fields and until we meet again.

Worship. Flowers may be bought in honor or memory
of a loved one or dedicate to family and friends. An
insert will be included in the Easter Sunday Worship
folder remembering those who have had flowers
bought on their behalf. The flowers may be taken home
after Easter.

Traditional Gaelic Blessing
March 17th is the commemoration of St. Patrick.
Patrick was born in western England around 386
A.D. (near the end of the Roman Empire). Across the
sea was the pagan land of Ireland, which was the
among other things a home for marauding pirates.
When Patrick was 16, he was abducted by some of
those pirates and sold into slavery in Northern
Ireland. He was a shepherd and remained there for
six years. Becoming homesick, he convinced some
pirates to take him on one of their raids, since he
could handle the dogs used for these raids. Patrick
escaped and ended up in France, where he became a
priest. The Church had twice tried to convert those in
Ireland in order to stop the raids of the pirates. Two
missionaries before Patrick had been brutally killed.
In Paris, Patrick persuaded his church superiors to
send him to Ireland, since he knew the country and
their language. He was successful as a missionary
and Christianity took root in the hearts of the Irish
people. Patrick died on March 17, 461 (about age 74)
And, there have even been a few (very few) Lutheran
congregations (mostly German speaking) in Ireland
since the 1700's.

Easter Flowers are $20.00 each. Please fill out the
order form below with all the information and return it
to the offering plate with your check or you may mail
your form and check to the church office.
Order form available online at
www.oursaviorsonline.net
All orders & payment are due no later than
Monday - March 29th
Make your check payable to:
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Check Memo: “Easter Flowers”
or Venmo us @OurSaviorsSanClemente
Memo: Easter Flowers
Order Name ______________________________
Phone # _____________________________
Qty _________
Please circle below In Memory of or In Honor of
and print clearly.
In memory of/honor of _____________________
In memory of/honor of _____________________
In memory of/honor of _____________________
In memory of/honor of ______________________
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Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church
Financial Report
January 2021

Join me (Pastor Rich) in giving a HUGE thank you
to the members of the Transition Team, who have
completed the writing of the 12 page Ministry Site
Profile. Yay! This is always the first major step
that has to be accomplished before a call committee
is formed to search for a new permanent pastor.
Your able and committed team worked with the
development of the online and postal survey,
compiled and reviewed the results, and scribe Karen
Skipper typed it all up so that it could be submitted
electronically to the Office of the Bishop.

Average Weekly Offering

$ 6,538

Budget Requirement

$ 9,886

Offering

Jan 2021

Jul - Jan FYTD

Unrestricted Gifts

$232,690

$254,222

$42,839

$299,854

Budget

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful in
their stewardship.. We collected 76% of our January
budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date we have
funded 84% of the approved budget. We truly
appreciate your dedication to Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church. We continue to be prudent in our spending.
Designated Gifts

Here is a big Our Savior's cheer of THANKS to:
Bob Cooper, Collette LaClair,
Connie Lawrence, Sara May
and
Karen Skipper!

Jan 2021 Jul - Jan FYTD

World Hunger

$380

$2,771

Habitat for Humanity

$220

$1,610

$600

$4,381

Total

Fellowship Hall Building Fund Balance:
January 2021: $586,088.26
Building 300 Classrooms Mortgage Balance:
January 2021: $ 436,460.17

Church Council has several empty seats around
the table. Won’t you please consider joining us?
We would love to have you.

Projected loan payoff: September 2031

Thank You For Your Stewardship!

Meetings are held on the second
Tuesday of each month at 6:30pm.
If you would like more information on any of
these positions,
please contact the church office at:
(949) 492-6164
OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net
Walking Group
The walking group continues to meet each Tuesday
morning at 8:00am on the corner of Vista Hermosa
and Costa Azul, to walk the Sea Summit Trails.
All OWLs and OWLs in training
(those below 55) are welcome to join us!
Blessings,
Roberta Wall
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS
Just a friendly reminder that ALL activities are open to all: Congregation,
School Families and Friends. We are all Sent to Serve!
Lenten Food and Hygiene Items Drive
We invite you to include
donations
for
Family
Assistance Ministries in
your Lenten discipline. The
need for basic assistance has
grown exponentially during
the pandemic, and we’d like to continue our tradition
of helping out. Please bring any of the following
items to the black buckets in the narthex on Sundays
or to the church office during the week now through
April 1.

Lenten Offering
Thank you for supporting the many organizations
and programs of LSSSC throughout Southern
California during this Lenten season. You may bring
or mail your gifts to the church office throughout the
Lenten season, Feb 17 to Easter Sunday, Apr 4.
You may also Venmo to @OurSaviorsSanClemente.
Please memo: Lenten offering LSSSC. Thank you
for your generosity!

Most needed non-perishable food items:
Canned Beans, Soup, Chili, Fruit, Veggies. Cereal.
Pasta and Pasta Sauce. Rice. Peanut Butter and Jelly.
Ensure/Boost. Mac & Cheese.

LSSSC Mission and Vision
Ignited by faith, we live out God’s love by
embracing, equipping and empowering vulnerable
people in Southern California. Sharing the love of
Christ, we are a community to care and be cared
for…where the vulnerable are safer and stronger;
where the dependent are self-sustaining; where the
isolated dwell in community; where the weary will be
given hope.

Most needed hygiene items:
Full-size Shampoo, Conditioner, Soap, Toothpaste.
Razors, Toothbrushes. Feminine Hygiene Products.
Sunscreen. Diapers sizes 4, 5, 6 only. Baby Wipes.
Hand Sanitizer. Sanitary Wipes.

NO GLASS PLEASE
Welcome INN
Meal Service
Mondays
March 8 & April 13
Thanks to all who
participate in this ministry. Your hot meal and bag
lunch donations are lovingly served the second
Monday of each month. Our homeless and lowincome neighbors are most grateful. Special thanks
to Jim Wall and Ed Fox for their creative menus and
faithful attendance serving the meals.
Please respond to Sign-Up Genius if you are able to
provide food and make sure it is in the church
kitchen before 2pm so the meals can be assembled
on-campus. Our Welcome INN coordinator is Jim
Wall, jimroberta@yahoo.com or (209) 534-9584.

We are always in need of
new white athletic socks!
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Would you like to make a quilt for
Lutheran World Relief?
LWR quilts are simple and quick to make. They are
basically 12 large squares of fabric sewn together and
layered with batting and a back (you can use a sheet).
If you have basic sewing skills and would like to
make a quilt, please contact Linda Howard
athoward.ljh55@gmail.com or (949) 422-5258) for
detailed instructions.

Ronald McDonald Pop Tabs

The Ronald McDonald House in Orange accepts
aluminum pop tabs for recycling. The proceeds are
used to support the families who stay in the house
while their children are undergoing medical
treatment. We have a collection container in the
narthex for your convenience. If you’d like to
contribute your pop tabs, please make sure they are
aluminum – aluminum pop tabs (e.g. from soda and
beer) are not magnetic. If they are magnetic, they are
not aluminum. Your science lesson for the day! Also,
please remove the tabs from baggies, etc. Thanks!

LWR puts every quilt it receives to good use in
times of disaster and conflict.
The need is never ending. Thanks!

The Social Concerns Ministry thanks you for benevolence gifts given in
January 2021 over and above general giving:
ELCA World Hunger: $380
Habitat for Humanity of OC: $220
Social Concerns Ministry Quilts: $100
International Sanctuary: $1,000
Welcome INN: Food, Socks, Masks, Gloves
Christmas Giving Tree Project: $727 plus gift cards
Connections Ministry: baby layette items

Your generosity is so appreciated!

Preschool News | March 2021
It is time to enroll for the 2021 – 2022 school year.
We are accepting applications for Preschool and Infant Center Admissions at this time.
This is our second year that we will not be able to have our Annual Trike a Thon but we will be having a very
fun raffle sometime in March so be sure to look out for that email. All proceeds will go to our Annual Fund
which supports our Military Discounts.
We are blessed to have such a beautiful and thriving preschool. We opened room 301 in mid-February and
have classes for 2 and 3 year olds Monday through Friday. We are now using almost every available space on
campus and have 198 spots filled as of this writing. We are so grateful to our wonderful
staff and for the Church for supporting the school and welcoming all of our families!
Joan Lundbohm,
Preschool Director

10

2021
Sun
Holy Communion

Mon
1
9:00 PS Chapel

Tue
2
8:00 OWLs Walk
10:00 Read & Pray
4:00 Kids Club

Served every Sunday
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World Hunger
8:30 Bold Worship

10:00 Classic Worship
6:00 HSYG

8:30 Bold Worship

9:00 PS Chapel

4:00 Welcome INN
Dinner

5:15 Exec Meeting

6:00 Midweek ZOOM

6:30 Council Meeting

6:30 MSYG

15

16

17

9:00 PS Chapel

8:00 OWLs Walk

4:00 Kids Club
22
9:00 PS Chapel

8:30 Bold Worship
10:00 Classic Worship
6:00 HSYG

Sat

5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

6:30 MSYG

5:30 Soup & Talk

10:00 Read & Pray

Fri

6:00 Midweek ZOOM

8:00 OWLs Walk

5:30 Soup & Talk

18
9:00 PS Chapel

6:00 Midweek ZOOM
6:30 MSYG

23

24

8:00 OWLs Walk

5:30 Soup & Talk

25
9:00 PS Chapel

6:00 Midweek ZOOM

6:00 HSYG

“Habitat”

9:00 PS Chapel

9:00 PS Chapel

11:00 Communion Cl

28

5:30 Soup & Talk

11

6:00 HSYG

10:00 Classic Worship

4

10

11:00 Communion Cl

Building Fund
8:30 Bold Worship

3

9

10:00 Classic Worship

21

Thu

8

11
14

Wed

6:30 MSYG
29

30

9:00 PS Chapel

8:00 OWLs Walk

31

6:30 MSYG
First Sunday of the month

Third Sunday of each month

Last Sunday of the month
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At this time our regular activities are subject to change.
Please confirm all meetings, events and information with the church office.
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“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
Sunday Worship Hours
8:30am ǀ Bold Worship, Live Stream only
10:00am ǀ Classic Worship, Indoors
6:00pm ǀ High School Youth Group, Patio
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