The Messenger ~ January 2021
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School ▪ San Clemente, California
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”

Message from Pastor Rich
Spouse Margy and I said “Yes!” to a new adventure in May of 2017. A few months before then the ELCA
(our national denomination) reduced staff due to financial shortfalls. Among those who lost their calls
(jobs) was my wife. It was for both of us a time of uncertainty and loss. She had worked as a deployed
coordinator (to the Southwestern US) for the ELCA for about 20 years. At age 60, looking for a new call in
the church felt a little daunting. Thankfully, a long ago connection with a man who knew Margy who was
now the bishop of the Metropolitan New York Synod led to her being asked to serve as his assistant. We
were thrilled and a little scared! I told Margy I could be an interim pastor anywhere <smile> and so off we
went to a little apartment in Harlem. We felt like we were back in college! In time, I spent most of the week
at a church on Long Island about 70 miles west of the city. But, Thursday evenings through Saturday
mornings I took the train into the city and we were wide-eyed tourists. Walking tours, museums, ball
games, shows - you name it, we took advantage of it. We were there over two years and are so glad we said
“Yes” to that wonderful adventure and time in our lives.
One of the New York memories I have is of visiting the graveyard around Trinity Church, where many
famous American’s are buried (such as Alexander Hamilton - you know, the one with the musical about
him.) In fact as we begin a new year, it is kind of fun to remember that at Trinity Church, New York the
ringing of church bells began way back in 1698 as a way to mark the New Year. Crowding into Lower
Manhattan to hear Trinity's bells was a major event for years, until the custom was supplanted by the Times
Square celebration, which began in 1904.
So, whether you ring bells or are watching the ball drop on television as 2020 fades into history and 2021
begins, may you (and Margy and me, too!) be open in the coming year to saying “Yes” to new adventures!
God is beside us, and before us. A New Year is beginning, and God is good.
Happy New Year!
Interim Pastor Rich Ajer
“This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only
Son into the world that we might live through him.” 1 John 4:9
Dear Friends in Christ,
Thank you so very much for your most generous gift and kind words to
me at Christmas! I am so moved and grateful. Because of you, Margy and I will be able to either do or buy
something very special which we would not have done otherwise. Thank you!
But beyond the monetary gift, thank you all so much for the welcome spirit and deep hospitality you have
shown me in my two months here among you. I am so glad to be doing this interim process with you. I pray
the Lord will help you find the best match ever as your new permanent pastor. You are the kind of church that
gives away love not just at Christmas, but throughout the year
Looking forward to 2021 with you,
Pastor Rich Ajer
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Since 2017, the church has offered the
Sprout drop-off program as a first
group learning experience for 2 and 3year-olds under the guidance of Cindy
Baas (Miss Cindy). Sprout has been a
wonderful ministry for the church and
for the children, and we are so grateful
and proud of the work Miss Cindy has
done for the program.

Due to license regulations that require parents to be present on
campus during unlicensed church programs, we have been asked to
close the program effective in January. Fortunately, the preschool is
opening a newly licensed classroom in Building 301 for 2 and 3-yearolds this month. Sprout families have been invited to enroll in either
the T/Th or M/W/F class.
We thank Miss Cindy for doing such a great job with the Sprout
program and for loving all of our children for so many years.
However, she is neither gone nor forgotten. We look forward to
seeing her back on campus working in the nursery and other church
activities as soon as we are all able to meet in person again.

Manna ZOOM
Wednesday Evenings Only @ 6:30pm

Worship with us Live Stream
Online at
www.oursaviorsonline.net
YouTube Channel:
SanClementeLutheran
Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline
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January 2021 Music Notes
Happy 2021!!!
2020 was a “doozy” of a year. COVID, Murder hornets, wild fires, a contentious election….
However, through it all, God has been with us. We know that eventually things will return to normal.
Here are some quotes about the past year that will (hopefully) bring a smile to your face:
“2020 is a unique Leap Year. It has 29 days in February, 300 days in March, and five years in
April.” —Unknown
“Day 7 of social distancing: Struck up a conversation with a spider today. Seems nice. He’s a web
designer.” —Unknown
“If you think you are too small to be effective, you have never been in bed with a mosquito.” —
Bette Reese
“My life feels like a test I didn’t study for.” —Unknown
“First time in history we can save the human race by lying in front of the TV and doing nothing.” —
Unknown
“If you had asked me what the hardest part of battling a global pandemic would be, I would have
never guessed ‘teaching elementary school math.'” —Simon Holland
“So far, 2020 is like looking both ways before you cross the street then getting hit by an
airplane.” —Unknown
“Based on 2020 thus far, I’m expecting the flying monkeys from Wizard of Oz to show up any time
now.” —Unknown
“The only thing I gained in 2020 was weight.” —Unknown
We have much to look forward to this year. We will be calling a new Pastor. We will (hopefully)
be able to worship together, in person. And, another quote:
“The bright side of 2020 being the worst year ever is that it will drastically reduce the amount of
‘hindsight is 2020’ jokes next year.” —Unknown
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!
In His service
Karen Skipper,
Director of Music
Have you made a New Year’s resolution this year??
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Youth and Children’s Page
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry

Was 2020 ALL Bad?

Let’s pray that 2020 will truly be hindsight and that
we can take the good and leave the sadness,
isolation, and hardships in the rear-view mirror.

2020 A.D. will no doubt go down in history as a very
trying year. It would be easy to simply lament about
all the awful things that took place during the past
year, but I will not. Instead I want to look at what
great stuff took place.

Happy New Year
Bob Cooper,
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry

As the pandemic began to show itself and the larger
ramifications became clearer, the world responded in
stunning fashion. School teachers, without any
precedent and practically overnight re-imagined and
overhauled the way school is taught, not only that
but got the parents and students up to speed on this
new thing called “Zoom”. In much the same way
businesses that could told their employees to work
from home, again this new “Zoom” thing saved the
day. We all learned a thing or two about distancing,
mask wearing, and hand washing and did our best to
slow the spread.

Youth Calendar
January 3 - Sunday
No HSYG
January 4 - Monday
Preschool Chapel 10:00am, Sanc
January 5 - Tuesday
Kids Club 4:00pm, Patio
January 6 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, Patio
January 7 - Thursday
Preschool Chapel 9:00am, Sanc
January 10 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Patio
January 11 - Monday
Preschool Chapel 10:00am, Sanc
January 13 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, Patio
January 14 - Thursday
Preschool Chapel 9:00am, Sanc
January 17 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Patio
January 18 - Monday
No Preschool Chapel, MLK Jr Holiday
January 19 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, Patio
January 20 - Thursday
Preschool Chapel 9:00am, Sanc
January 24 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Patio
January 25 - Thursday
Preschool Chapel 9:00am, Sanc
January 26 - Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, Patio
January 27 - Thursday
Preschool Chapel 9:00am, Sanc
January 31 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Patio

Here at Our Savior’s something wonderful has
happened as well; as the youth groups were slowly
allowed to meet in person after several months of
lockdown we started seeing a trend, some of the
youth that we had not seen for a while began to show
up for our scheduled meetings. Our Kids Club
(grades 3-5) saw the most dramatic change, we
basically quadrupled in size from the previous year
(still staying within CDC guidelines for in person
meetings) and we have seen many current, old, and
new friends showing up for the meetings!
Our older youth really stepped up and showed their
love of God and each other as well using both online streaming meetings as well as meaningful inperson time to explore their faith and form new
friendships. Our Confirmation class rolled with it
and we able to celebrate eight young Christians as
they stood up and publicly made their statement of
faith!
One of the things that I really liked about this year
has been the return of our young adults. Since I have
been blessed to be leading the youth ministry here
for a full ten years now it really does my heart good
to see young adults that I helped through Baptism,
Communion, and Confirmation come back and help
with the youth ministry as adult sponsors, these
young people are a HUGE asset to the youth ministry
and I am grateful for their presence.
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What’s Happening at Our Savior’s

Walking Group
The walking group continues to meet each Tuesday
morning at 8:00am on the corner of Vista Hermosa
and Costa Azul, to walk the Sea Summit Trails.
All OWLs and OWLs in training
(those below 55) are welcome to join us!

Church Council has several empty seats around the
table. Won’t you please consider joining us?
We would love to have you.
Positions needing to be filled:
 Vice President 
 Treasurer 
 Evangelism 

Enjoying the Live Streams?

Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each
month at 6:30pm. If you would like more
information on any of these positions,
please contact the church office at:
(949) 492-6164
OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net

Do you ever wonder what goes into producing the live
stream webcast worship services that we do each week
here at Our Savior’s? Well I can tell you that they don’t
happen by accident, a great deal of attention goes into
bringing the word of God to the world, live as it
happens. As of right now there is only one person in
the entire congregation that is solely responsible for
making this happen, and that is not a good situation, we
need a team. The production does not require a great
deal of technical ability, just a willingness to learn and
since I have had to learn all of this myself then I can
explain everything in the easiest to understand way
possible. Here are the requirements to be part of the
“Stream Team”:

Tuesday ǀ January 5 & 19 @ 10:00am
Women’s Read & Pray Fellowship
OSLC Founders Room

 Be onsite and ready to work by 7:15am Sunday
(there’s the deal breaker, eh?)
 Ability to count to 12
 Ability to see if a light is on or off
 Ability to read the English language
 Love the idea of getting the Gospel out to the world
“Live”

This is a time for fellowship and prayer
while social distancing
1st Tuesday - Bible Study using
Gather Magazine.
 3rd Tuesday - Book Club, share what
you have been reading.


As you can see there are not many requirements other
than a willingness to serve so please let me know
if you can help, it’s actually pretty fun and a
creative way to engage in worship.
Please contact Bob Cooper at
b.cooper@oursaviorsonline.net
or text/call at (949) 291-1251

Please bring your own chair, copy of
Gather Magazine, drink, and snack.
Questions contact Collette:
collettelaclair@gmail.com
(760) 271-1955.

Thank you and God bless  Bob Cooper
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS
Just a friendly reminder that ALL activities are open to all: Congregation,
School Families and Friends. We are all Sent to Serve!

Winter Warmth for the Homeless

Family Assistance Ministries
New Shoes for the New Year!
We Are Still Collecting
Donations & Gift Cards
Through January 17th!

You are invited to
donate new and gently
used warm winter
clothing throughout the
winter months for our
friends at Welcome
INN. Most needed are
men’s water-proof jackets, sweatshirts, flannel shirts,
beanies, knit gloves and mittens, rain ponchos, and
new white athletic socks and dark colored masks
(something a man would wear). Tarps to lay on the
ground and keep belongings dry are also useful.
Items may be new or gently used, but please donate
only things that are clean and in good condition.
Socks and masks must be clean and new.

Thank you to all who have contributed to our gift
card drive so far. We are almost halfway to our goal
of 200 gift cards for kids’ athletic shoes. There are
only two weeks left so if you would like to make
a donation, please do it soon.






Details:
Now through January 17
Purchase gift cards of $25 (for little kids) and
$35 (for big kids) from any store that sells
inexpensive children’s sneakers (e.g. WalMart or
Target)
Please mark the card’s value on the card!
OR, make a donation of any amount and we will
purchase the cards

Thank you for your generosity and thank you to
Thrivent for approving an Action Team project of
$250 to purchase additional items.
Please bring your items to the church office or
narthex or contact Linda Howard for pick-up.
Thanks!

If you have any questions or would like someone
to pick up your gift cards, please contact
Linda Howard, (949) 422-5258. They may also be
dropped off or mailed to the church office at:
200 Avenida San Pablo
San Clemente, CA 92672

Welcome Inn Meal Service
Monday ǀ January 11 & February 8
Thanks to all who participate in this ministry. Your
hot meal and bag lunch donations are lovingly
served the second Monday of each month. Our
homeless and working-poor neighbors are most
grateful. Special thanks to Jim Wall and Ed Fox for
their creative menus and faithful attendance serving
the meals.

Donations can be made all the usual ways,
including Venmo “@OurSaviorsSanClemente”.
memo: shoes
Let’s all look forward to a Happy New Year
for the children in need in our community!
Thank you!

Please respond to Sign-Up Genius if you are able to
provide food and make sure it is in the church
kitchen before 2:00pm so the meals can be
assembled on-campus.
Our Welcome INN coordinator is Jim Wall
jimroberta@yahoo.com or (209) 534-9584.
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Thanks, Hallie and Heidi!
The Social Concerns Ministry Team (SCMT) has a
new church council representative. Heidi Works has
agreed to fill this position, replacing Hallie Stohler
who has served for 3-1/2 years. Thank you to both of
you for your servant hearts. Heidi and Linda Howard
will work together to carry-out a calendar of
opportunities to be of service to the community that
we hope will inspire you to action and generosity.
Please join us!
The Social Concerns Ministry thanks you
for benevolence gifts given in November 2020
over and above general giving:

Whether you have an interest in being on the
planning team or helping with one or two projects a
year we welcome you! Please let one of us know so
we can add you to our interest list.

ELCA World Hunger: $380
Habitat for Humanity of OC: $220
Social Concerns Ministry: $100
Welcome INN: Food

Heidi Works, (949) 212-0803 or hsworks7@cox.net.
Linda Howard, (949) 422-5258 or
howard.ljh55@gmail.com.
Happy New Year!

Your generosity is so appreciated!

Help Wanted: Yarn Crafters and Quilters
Would you like to make a stroller-size baby blanket,
quilt or a layette (infant sweater/beanie)? We are
planning a special project and would love for you to
share your talents. We are not looking for a massive
quantity of items. One or two lovingly
made items would be wonderful.

“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think,
and Sent to Serve.”

If you enjoy knitting, crocheting or quilting and
would be willing to make one or two items please
contact Linda Howard, howard.ljh55@gmail.com or
(949) 422-5258 for details. Thank you!

Your church council would like to thank all those
who have returned the estimate of giving cards.
It is not too late to get those cards returned to the
office. If you did not receive a packet or have
misplaced the card please contact Gay in the office.
She will gladly send a card to you.

Thank you for the continued support
of the mission of Our Savior’s Church.
Ed Fox
Stewardship Ministry
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Happy New Year to all of us at
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in
San Clemente, California!!!

Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church
Financial Report
November 2020
Average Weekly Offering

$ 5,940

Budget Requirement

$ 9,886

Offering
Unrestricted Gifts
Budget

Nov 2020

Jul - Nov FYTD

$29,701.83

$184,449

$42,839

$214,195

If you are reading or hearing this article then you have
actually survived 2020 which is declared by some to be
the worst year of their lives and you may count yourself
lucky. I know that we have all had trials and successes
and I choose to see the beautiful weather, the very nice
99% of people and the folks that agree to disagree, and
death is not the end (RIP mom).
For our Church Council it has been a busy year as
well. We have had to make decisions that affect a few
hundred people here. We have had to please the
Governor, Senators, Congressmen, county supervisors,
Mayor etc. with our decision making. Some questions
were - Inside? Outside? Envelopes or Venmo? Bottles of
hand sanitizer or No Touch hand sanitizer? School on or
School off? These are just a few but there have been a
lot. We are proud to be apart of a group that truly cares
about and thinks deeply about all of these
questions. Currently we are missing two positions that
really need to be replaced. We need a Treasurer and a
VP. These positions, like most, are not too time
consuming and are very important. Please let Pastor Rich
or Connie Lawrence or call Gay in the church office if
you are even a little interested and need more information
about these positions.

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful in
their stewardship.. We collected 60% of our
November budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date we
have funded 86% of the approved budget. We truly
appreciate your dedication to Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church. We continue to be prudent in our spending.
Designated Gifts

Nov 2020 Jul - Nov FYTD

World Hunger

$380

$2,001

Habitat for Humanity

$220

$1,150

$600

$3,151

Total

So on to current things: Chuck Santa Simon has been
working harder than the elves on this place of worship and
education! I am so happy he has a large set of tools and
doesn't have to rely on the elves tools for his work here. If
you have ANY skills repairing sprinklers, painting,
plumbing, electrical please contact Gay at the church
office so she can get your information to Santa Simon! Ho
Ho Ho- not fun maybe but uniquely satisfying to help at
church.

Fellowship Hall Building Fund Balance:
November 2020: $585,422
Building 300 Classrooms Mortgage Balance:
November 2020: $ 441,756
Projected loan payoff: September 2031

Collette has started a meeting/bible study for women at
church or when the weather is helping us out, at a
park. Please feel free to check this out. It is so nice to
actually be seeing people you know. Wear a mask and
you don't have to wear makeup!!

Thank You For Your Stewardship!

Karen Fox has a beautiful way of decorating our church
so that what you see on the camera is amazing! She
definitely has a lot of talent and I am so happy that she is
in charge of this and not yours truly.

If you prefer to donate
electronically Venmo us
“@OurSaviorsSanClemente”.

If you find your pledge card after the Christmas clean-up
at your home you are still allowed to mail it in. In fact it
would be very exciting for everyone in the church
office!!! Every time a pledge comes in the office staff
takes a dance around the school office island.

We truly appreciate
your generosity.
Thank you!

Bye-Bye 2020 and as far as 2021 is concerned…
LET'S GOOOOOO!
Submitted by THEE very mediocre
Church Council Secretary, M'Liz Kelly
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Kid’s Page ~ January 2021

January 2021 ~ Preschool Happenings
It is time to register for the 2021/2022 school year
for the Preschool (ages 2-6) and
the Infant Center (3-24 months)
Registration is as follows:
February 1-5: Registration for Our Savior’s Church
Members
February 8-19: Registration for currently enrolled
returning students and their siblings.
February 22: Registration opens to the public.
You can take a virtual tour of the classrooms on our
website: www.oursaviorsschool.net
Please call the office at (949) 492-6165 to have the
paperwork needed to register emailed to you.
Blessings,
Joan Lundbohm,
Preschool Director






New Year’s Day, January 1
Epiphany, January 6
Baptism of the Lord, January 10
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, January 18
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Holy Communion

Served every Sunday

3 World Hunger
8:30 Bold Worship
10:00 Classic Worship

First Sunday of the month

Third Sunday of each month

Last Sunday of the month

4 School Resumes

5

6

8:00 OSLs Walk

6:30 Manna ZOOM

10:00 Read & Pray

6:30 MSYG

4:45 Transition Team
Mtg

12

13

14

8:00 OWLs Walk

6:30 Manna ZOOM

5:15 Executive Mtg, Zoom

6:30 MSYG

10:00 PS Chapel

No HSYG

10

10

4:00 Kids Club

11
8:30 Bold Worship

10:00 Classic Worship
6:00 HSYG

17 Building Fund

10:00 PS Chapel
4:00 Welcome Inn Dinner

6:30 Council Mtg, Zoom

18 No School

19

8:30 Bold Worship

8:00 OSLs Walk

10:00 Classic Worship

10:00 Read & Pray

6:00 HSYG
24

25
8:30 Bold Worship

10:00 Classic Worship
6:00 HSYG
31 Habitat
8:30 Bold Worship
10:00 Classic Worship

6:00 HSYG

10:00 PS Chapel

26
8:00 OSLs Walk

20
6:30 Manna ZOOM
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1 School Break
Church Office Closed

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

29

30

9:00 PS Chapel

21
9:00 PS Chapel

4:45 Transition Team
Mtg

27

28

6:30 MSYG

Sat

9:00 PS Chapel

6:30 MSYG

6:30 Manna ZOOM

Fri

9:00 PS Chapel

Like us on Facebook
Church
www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline

Like us on Facebook
School
www.facebook.com/osls.sc

11

Non-Profit Org

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School

U.S. POSTAGE

200 Avenida San Pablo  San Clemente  California  92672

Paid
Permit No. 40
San Clemente, CA

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

At this time our regular activities are subject to change.
Please confirm all meetings, events and information with the church office.

The Messenger
January 2021
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
Sunday Worship Hours
8:30am ǀ Bold Worship, Live Stream
10:00am ǀ Classic Worship, Live Stream & Patio
6:00pm ǀ High School Youth Group, Patio
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