
 

  

Welcome Pastor Rich Ajer 

The Messenger 

November 2020 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School  ▪ San Clemente, California 

“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve” 

 
 
Greetings! 
 
Allow me to introduce myself. My full name is Richard Douglas Ajer (Ajer rhymes with “major”) but most 
people call me “Pastor Rich.”  
 
I was born and raised in the Badger state of Wisconsin, graduating from the U.W. Madison in 1979. I began 
seminary studies two years later at Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa, and received my Masters of 
Divinity degree from the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago in 1985. Since that time, I served as a 
regularly called pastor in congregations in Michigan, New Mexico and California. In 2011 the bishop asked 
me to consider being trained in intentional interim ministry and serving as an interim pastor, where 
congregations (like Our Savior’s) are in between called pastors. I received some extra training for this work 
and now am about to begin with you my tenth interim journey. My interim assignments have included four 
in California, three in Colorado and one in New York. Suffice to say my wife and I are always open to new 
adventures! Each interim has been a gift to me in different ways, and each has had its own unique 
challenges and special blessings. I look forward to meeting you and working with you in the development 
of a ministry site profile and then the formation of a call committee. I have heard wonderful things about 
your congregation.  
 
On the personal side, I am married to my spouse Margy who is a Deacon in the ELCA. She is presently 
serving a congregation in Riverside as an interim minister. You will not see her much, as she is leading 
worship and other activities in that setting. We presently live in San Bernardino but are looking to move to 
Oceanside. We have three adult children and two grandchildren. They all bring us much joy. My hobbies 
include travel (local and beyond), walking, reading, and collecting things like postcards and license plates. 
You might find me on a Saturday morning at a local garage sale! 
 
I look so forward to getting started with our work together on November 1st!  
 
Thank you for asking me to come and serve among you. 
 
Pastor Rich 
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November Birthdays, Anniversaries & More 

Lois McClure   11/02 
Elsa Keisker   11/03 
Tammy Peasley  11/04 
Charles Simon   11/04 
Linda Howard   11/07 
Arlene Ross   11/08 
Brandi Davies   11/09 
Karyn Martello  11/11 
Calissa Hoye   11/12 
Sean Peasley   11/13 
Joyce Quade   11/14 
Emily Simon   11/18 
Steve Butkus   11/19 
Debbie Cloninger  11/19 
Erin Crowe   11/20 
Ashton Peasley  11/23 
Alexandra Gordon  11/24 
Libby Kubr   11/24 
Tracy Hallinan  11/25 
Barbara Cameron  11/26 
Colin Davies   11/26 
Hunter Peasley  11/27 
Judy Pridham   11/27 
Susan Warden   11/28 
Sharon Cebrun  11/29 
Leo Schrickel   11/29 

Eric & Sara May  11/03 
Charles & Beverly Simon 11/05 
Peter & Michelle Lawrence    11/16 
Steve & Sandy Kos  11/20 
Iain & Joelie Buchan       11/21 
Steve & Flora Thomsen 11/21 

~ Birthdays ~  

~ Anniversaries ~  

November 1, 2020 

 
We remember these 

members of our 
congregation who  

have died this past year. 

 

And all of our loved ones. 

February 19, 2020 

May 25, 2020 

August 25, 2020 

Jim Smoot 

Tom Densham 

Barbara Hume 

 
Reminder 

Sunday ǀ November 1 

 

Set your clocks back  

one hour before bed 

Saturday night 

Fellow members and friends of Our Savior’s,  
 
While we are in a time of discerning what our 
financial commitment will be this year, think of 
your generosity as seed. Like seeds, money is an 
activator. We activate the magic of seeds only 
when we plant and nurture them. The dormant 
entities somehow generate living plants with 
edible parts (leaves, fruit, roots). When money is 
well used it activates positive, productive actions 
of others. The more seeds we sow, the more plants 
we can harvest. 
 
One illustration is the 105 handmade quilts and 
216 personal care kits that were dedicated recently. 
These are distributed with love to those in need 
throughout the world. Truly a great example of a 
seed planted and a bountiful harvest. 
 
You are encouraged to help provide a bountiful 
harvest. 
 
Ed Fox 
Stewardship Ministry 
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Indoor/Outdoor Service 
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Thanksgiving is just around the corner. I found an interesting article in an online magazine “America-The Jesuit 
Review”. The article made a distinction between being “thankful” and being “grateful”. Here are excerpts.  [you 
can read the entire article at https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2016/11/23/difference-between-thank-you-
and-gratitude] 
 

What is the difference between being thankful and being grateful? According to the Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary, thankful and grateful are synonymous with the exception of two operative words. It defines 
thankful as “conscious of benefits received” while defining grateful as “appreciative of benefits received.” I 
think the difference between “conscious” and “appreciative” signifies that we experience thankfulness and 
gratitude for others in two different ways. 
 
Being thankful is to be merely conscious or aware of the actions of another person. Therefore, the words 
“thank you” and “thanks” have come to hold less meaning for us. We mutter them from the corners of our 
mouths after someone holds the door open for us or hands us our morning coffee. Too often, saying “thank 
you” is merely polite behavior. Too often, “thanks” is just an automatic reply. Being grateful is a different 
experience. Being grateful necessitates that we are first affected by one another. Gratitude then involves a 
period of reflection, perhaps through writing or thoughtful meditation, in which we allow ourselves enough 
time to understand our appreciation of this person. True gratitude expresses “thank you” not solely from 
our mouths but also from our hearts. Gratitude transforms a hardwired response into an intentional 
discipline. When we center ourselves on the discipline of gratitude, Thanksgiving Day can take on a new 
depth of meaning. 

 
Gratitude, unlike thankfulness, is a deliberate practice. 

 

The past almost nine months have been strange. We have had to change the way we worship, the way we work, 
the way we shop and many other activities of daily living to stay safe and keep others safe. No one know how 
long this will last.   
 
Am I grateful for these changes?  I’m not sure… But, I am committed to practicing gratitude which will help 
me to be the kind of person I want to be and that God created me to be. I commit to spend time appreciating the 
good that has come out of these strange times. The church “new year” will begin on the Sunday after 
Thanksgiving. I think that will be my resolution for the new year – deliberately practice gratitude.   
 

Thank you for being a part of Our Savior’s ǀ I am grateful for the unique gifts you bring to our ministry. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Karen M. Skipper ǀ Director of Music 

 

November 2020 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 – “18   Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 
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Youth and Children’s Ministry 

by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries 

No Stopping the Holy Spirit 
 

A s a person that works with kids of various 
ages I am always amused and amazed at 

how they can adapt to change. Maybe it’s because 
they have not lived long enough to be “set in their 
ways” or maybe they simply have limited 
expectations and are generally more willing to “roll 
with it”, but the bottom line is that kids are really 
good with change. For example; our latest class of 
confirmation students have just completed their final 
lessons and stood up to receive the Rite of 
Confirmation, otherwise known as the Affirmation of 
Baptism. These eight students, with the support of 
their faithful families, have finally completed what 
should have been a nine month program in a little 
over a year with many challenges including changes 
to the lessons (some done virtually, some as send 
home lessons done with a parent), a change in our 
retreat time, duration, and location, a change in the 
date of their Confirmation, and a change in the 
presiding Pastor. They breezed it and everything 
went wonderfully, because of two factors; the 
tremendous ability of youth to adapt and the infinite 
love and mercy of our magnificent God!  
 
While I have a great fondness for all the kids that I 
have been involved with during Confirmation, these 
kids will hold a special place due to the adversity 
that they faced with faithfulness and a good attitude, 
well done kids! 
 
No one knows how long the current world situation 
will last but we can be sure that with prayerful 
consult the God of Wonder will always walk with us 
and guide us. I hope this holiday season finds you 
healthy, happy, and optimistic about the wonderful 
peace that God provides even during the most trying 
of times. 
 
Have a blessed holiday season, 
 
Bob Cooper 
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry 

Youth Calendar 
 

November 1 - Sunday 
HSYG 6:00pm, Patio 

November 3 - Tuesday 
Kids Club 3:30pm, Patio 

November 4 - Wednesday 
MSYG 6:30pm, Patio 

November 8 - Sunday 
HSYG 6:00pm, Patio 

November 10 - Tuesday 
Gilchrist 6:00pm 

November 11 - Wednesday 
MSYG 6:30pm, Patio 

November 15 - Sunday 
HSYG 6:00pm, Patio 

November 18 - Wednesday 
MSYG 6:30pm, Patio 

November 22 - Sunday 
No HSYG 

November 25 - Wednesday 
No MSYG 

November 29 - Sunday 
HSYG 6:00pm, Patio 

2020 Confirmation Students on their Prayer Walk 
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Savannah Salvin 

Melia Newman 

15 months, 8 Students, 3 Pastors, One  Good and Gracious God.  
These students have completed the most unusual final year of Confirmation 

instruction we’ve ever seen. Well done kids and families!  
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What’s Happening at Our Savior’s 

 
hristmas is coming and the Worship & 
Celebration Ministry is already planning the 

decorations for our Sanctuary and Narthex!  
 
As in past years, the congregation will have an 
opportunity to purchase Poinsettias “In Honor or In 
Memory” of a loved one. The price is $18.00 each. 
You may purchase more than one if you like. These 
beautiful Poinsettias will adorn the Altar and 
Sanctuary Christmas Eve. The Poinsettias may be 
taken home after Christmas.  

(Please wear a mask to pick-up) 
 
Emails will be sent out with the form attached. You 
may also call the church office and order. Forms 
will be available online as well. Sunday, November 
15 through Sunday December 13. Thank you for 
your support and don't forget Christmas is just 
around the corner. We will have beautiful 
candlelight services that you won't want to miss.  
 
Come celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

If you have a prayer request for the  
Weekly Messenger and/or Prayer Chain please call 

the church office at (949) 492-6164 or send an  
e-mail to oslcsec@sbcglobal.net  

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 

Thursday ~ December 24, 2019 

Noon | 4:30pm 

 6:30pm | 11:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Temporarily postponed 

 

 

 
 

 
Weekly Walking Group 

The walking group continues to meet each Tuesday 
morning at 8:00am on the corner of Vista Hermosa 

and Costa Azul, to walk the Sea Summit Trails.  
All OWLs and OWLs in training  

(those below 55) are welcome to join us! 
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Beginning November 4th, please join us at San Luis Rey Park* on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month 
at 10:00am. This is a time for fellowship and prayer.  Fresh air and social distancing will keep us safe. 
 

1st Wednesday-Bible Study using Gather Magazine. 
3rd Wednesday-Book Club, share what you have been reading. 

 

Please bring your own chair, copy of Gather Magazine, drink, and snack. 
 
*On rainy days, we will meet at church. 
 
 

Contact Collette LaClair for Questions: 
collettelaclair@gmail.com ǀ (760) 271-1955 

Women’s Read & Pray Fellowship 
Wednesday’s, November 4th & 18th 

Time: 10:00am  
Location: San Luis Rey Park  
109 Avenida San Luis Rey  
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS  
 

Just a friendly reminder that ALL activities are open to all: Congregation,  
School Families and Friends. We are all Sent to Serve! 

NOVEMBER FALL FOOD DRIVE for FAM 
FAM continues to see increasing numbers of new clients needing assistance due to the pandemic  

and high unemployment, and so our annual Fall Food Drive is more important than ever: 
 

The following items are most needed 
Canned Fruit ǀ Peanut Butter   
Rice & Pasta ǀ Canned Meat   

Family Size Toiletries Disinfectant Wipes  
Powder Free Latex Gloves (M/L)  

Paper Towels ǀ Baby Wipes  
EMPTY egg cartons (to repackage donated eggs) 

 
Donations can be dropped off on Sunday morning in the Narthex or to the  

church office during the week the entire month of November.  
If you prefer to send a monetary donation, we will shop for the food.  

Thank you! 

Welcome INN Meal 
Service  

Monday  

Nov 9 ǀ Dec 14 

Thanks to all who have been keeping this ministry 
going these last several months. Your hot meal and 
bag lunch donations have been lovingly served the 
second Monday of each month. We have also had 
new white athletic socks and masks to distribute. 

Our friends have been most grateful. 
 

Please respond to Sign-Up Genius if you are able to 
provide food and make sure it is in the church 

kitchen before 2:00pm so the meals can be 
assembled on-campus. Gift cards from Carl’s Jr, 
masks and new white athletic socks are always 

welcome. You can bring or send them to  
the church office anytime.  

 
Our Welcome INN coordinator is Jim Wall 
jimroberta@yahoo.com or (209) 534-9584.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Social Concerns Ministry thanks you for 
benevolence gifts given in September 2020  

over and above general giving: 
 

ELCA World Hunger: $380 

Habitat for Humanity of OC: $220 

Lutheran Disaster Response Wildfires: $725 

Social Concerns Ministry: $160 

FAM: School Supplies, Food,  

Household Supplies and Egg Cartons 

Welcome INN: Food, socks and masks 

LWR: Masks 

 
Your generosity is so appreciated! 

mailto:jimroberta@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline
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International Sanctuary 
Purpose Jewelry Virtual Event 

November 7 - 21 
 

International Sanctuary has continued to support survivors of human trafficking during the pandemic at all 
of their sanctuaries. Unfortunately, the pandemic has eliminated the ability to raise money through Purpose 
Jewelry sale events, and so we will not be able to hold our annual sale at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church.  
 
The need for funding, however, has only grown. We encourage you to shop online or make a direct 
donation at purposejewelry.org to help sustain the sanctuaries. They have recently released their new Fall 
collection and there are many lovely items at reasonable prices. Shop for yourself and for holiday gift 
giving - Shop with Purpose! 
 
Make your online purchase at purposejewelry.org  November 7-21 and use the code OURSAVIORS for 
free shipping!  
 

Questions? Contact Linda Howard at howard.ljh55@gmail.com or 949.422.5258. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAM Christmas Giving Tree 
Sadly, COVID has forced the cancellation of FAM's 

holiday party and our annual shoe giveaway.  
We are currently discussing an alternative Christmas 
giving program with FAM. Please watch for eblasts 

and announcements. There will be a short turn-
around time to do something meaningful.  

Thanks for understanding! 

mailto:howard.ljh55@gmail.com
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Our Savior’s  
Lutheran Church 
Financial Report  

September 2020 
 

 

 

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful in 
their stewardship.. We collected 61% of our 

September budgeted amount. Fiscal year to date we 
have funded 73% of the approved budget. We truly 

appreciate your dedication to Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church. We continue to be prudent in our spending. 

Fellowship Hall Building Fund Balance: 
September 2020: $584,463 

 

Building 300 Classrooms Mortgage Balance: 
September 2020:  $ 447,014 

Projected loan payoff: September 2031 
 

Thank You For Your Stewardship! 

Designated Gifts Sep 2020 Jul - Sep FYTD 

World Hunger $380 $1,191 

Habitat for Humanity $220 $   930 

Lutheran Disaster Relief 
Special Offering 

$725 $   725 

Total $1,325 $2,846 

Average Weekly Offering $  6,538 

Budget Requirement $ 9,886 

Offering September 2020 FYTD 

Unrestricted Gifts $26,151 $  93,407 

Budget $42,839 $128,517 

 

 

 
 

 

Our Savior’s Council News 
October 2020 

 
It is a fantastic time to be alive and here in San 
Clemente at OSLC in 2020. Your church council is 
making so many decisions right now!   
 
Pastor Rich, our interim pastor attended our 
meeting so we could all meet him. We have heard 
great things and are anxious to get started with the 
next phase. I am looking forward to working with 
him.  
 
Your Pres Connie is taking on most of the 
communication with our synod office regarding all 
pastoral matters. This takes much time and good 
listening and note taking skills. Please give her a 
wave of thanks if you see her!  
 
Ed Fox is knee deep in the Stewardship 
Campaign. As soon as he is knee deep in cash he 
will stop. Please help Ed and Give generously!   
 
Charles Simon always has a full plate of jobs to do 
around the grounds. Please ask if he needs some 
help so he has time to have a full plate of lunch.   
 
Holidays are coming. Your council will have to 
make decisions regarding COVID and 
attendance. We will do our best and if You have 
any suggestions regarding seating, giving, 
streaming please let us know because we are a 
pretty good group but there’s always room to 
improve your experiences.   
 
Please continue giving through mail, Venmo, drop 
off a bag of cash  , all of these things work 
GREAT!   
 
Your church council wishes for you a wonderful 
Thanksgiving! Don’t forget to pick up some bread 
for leftover turkey sandwiches!! Which team are 
you on - Mayo only or CranMayo? We have so 
much to be thankful for!  
 
Respectfully submitted by  
 
M’Liz Kelly 
Your Very Mediocre Council Secretary 

 

If you prefer to donate electronically  
Venmo us “@OurSaviorsSanClemente”.   
 

We truly appreciate your generosity.  
Thank you! 

 

When making checks out to 
Our Savior’s please make 

checks payable to: 
 
 

Our Savior’s Lutheran   Church (not OSLC) 
 

Thank you from the church office. 
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November 2020  

Preschool News 
 

We had a great October with photo days and Trunk 
or Treat as well as all the fun activities included in 
the preschool day. 
 
We will be busy in November with Parent/Teacher 
conferences and Thanksgiving Feasts. We have so 
much to be grateful for at Our Savior’s Preschool 
with 138 spots filled. All of our classes on Monday 
Wednesday Friday are filled and we have a wait list. 
The good news is that we will be starting a January 
class for 2 - 3-year-old students in our newly 
licensed classroom. We will also be expanding our 
four-year-old program in January; so continue to tell 
your friends and neighbors about our preschool. 
 
Our Infant Center is also filling. We now have five 
little ones and we are so grateful for their presence. 
We have one four seat stroller and the preschoolers 
love to see them being walked around the campus. 
Another four-seat stroller is on the way! 
 
Thanks to all who participated in the Outlets 
Extravaganza fundraiser. We appreciate it so much. 
 
We hope you all have a Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
Blessings, 
 
Joan Lundbohm,  
Preschool Director 

 

 

 
SPROUT 2020/2021 PROGRAM 

Wednesday or Thursday 
9:00am - Noon 

A First Educational Experience for 2 - 3 year old's 
 

Register online at: 
www.oursaviorsonline.net/our-ministries/sprout 

or you may call or stop by the church office. 
(949) 492-6164 - oslcsec@sbcglobal.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October Was “Spooky SPROUTs”,   
 

We had a lot of fun during October  
and fall is officially here.  

 
Pumpkins and spiders galore, decorating for 

Halloween kept us so busy. We learned about our 
changing weather and dressed our panda,  

he finally is wearing his sweatshirt. 
 

The kids are so proud of what they  
make each week and take home.  

 
November is now here and  
there’s more fun to come. 
(“Turkey & Corn Time”) 

 
Love & Blessing’s ~  

 
Miss Cindy 

http://www.facebook.com/osls.sc
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Thank You !!! We Could Not Have Done It Without You! 
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Kid’s Page | November 2020 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1     “World Hunger” 
    “All Saints’ Sunday 
 

8:30 Bold Worship 

10:00 Classic Worship 

6:00 HSYG 

2 3 
 
 
 
 
8:00 OWLs Walk 
 

3:30 Kids Club, Patio 

4 
 

 

9:00 Sprout, Rm 5 

10:00 Read & Pray in the 

Park 

6:30 MSYG, Patio 

5 
 
9:00 Sprout, Rm 5 

6 7 
 
Purpose Jewelry Virtual 
Event 

8   
 
Purpose Jewelry Virtual 

Event 
 

8:30 Bold Worship 

10:00 Classic Worship 

6:00 HSYG 

9 
 
Purpose Jewelry Virtual 
Event 
 
4:00 Welcome INN 
Dinner 

10 
 
Purpose Jewelry Virtual 
Event 
 
8:00 OWLs Walk 
 
6:30 Council Meeting 

11 No School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purpose Jewelry Virtual 
Event 

12 
 

 
Purpose Jewelry Virtual 
Event 
 

9:00 Sprout, Rm 5 

 
  

13  
 
Purpose Jewelry Virtual 
Event 

 
 
 
 

14 
 

 

Purpose Jewelry Virtual 
Event 
 
 

 

15 
 
Purpose Jewelry Virtual 

Event 
 

8:30 Bold Worship 

10:00 Classic Worship 

6:00 HSYG 

16 
 
Purpose Jewelry Virtual 
Event 

 
 
 
 
 

17 
 

 
Purpose Jewelry Virtual 
Event 
 
8:00 OWLs Walk 
 

 
 

 

18 
 

Purpose Jewelry Virtual 
Event 
 

9:00 Sprout, Rm 5 

10:00 Read & Pray in 

the Park 

6:30 MSYG, Patio 

19 
 

Purpose Jewelry Virtual 
Event 
 

9:00 Sprout, Rm 5 

 
 

20 
 
Purpose Jewelry Virtual 
Event 

21 
 
Purpose Jewelry Virtual 
Event 

22  “Building Fund” 
 

 

8:30 Bold Worship 

10:00 Classic Worship 

6:00 HSYG 

23  Thanksgiving Break 
 
 

24  Thanksgiving Break 
 
 
8:00 OWLs Walk 
 

 

25  Thanksgiving Break 
 
 

No Wednesday 
Activities 

26  Thanksgiving Break 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Office Closed 

27  Thanksgiving Break 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Office Closed 

28 
 
 

29  “Habitat” 
 

8:30 Bold Worship 

10:00 Classic Worship 

6:00 HSYG 

30  
 

     

First Sunday of the month Last Sunday of the month 
Served every Sunday 

Holy Communion  

Third Sunday of each month 
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Church Office  
(949) 492-6164 ▪ Fax (949) 492-2904 

OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net 

School Office  

 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School 

200 Avenida San Pablo  San Clemente  California  92672 

 

 

 
At this time our regular activities are subject to change.  

Please confirm all meetings, events and information with the church office. 
 

The Messenger  
November 2020 

 

“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve” 
 

 

Sunday Worship Hours 
 

8:30am ǀ Bold Worship, Live Stream 

10:00am ǀ Indoors & Courtyard 

6:00pm ǀ High School Youth Group, Patio 


