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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School ▪ San Clemente, California
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”

A Message from Connie Lawrence ǀ Council President

T

hese are exciting times we are entering. Members of our congregation will have the opportunity to serve
on the Transition Team, or the Call Committee. Both are invaluable in selecting a new pastor who will be
a good fit for Our Savior’s. If you are interested in serving on either committee, please let me know, or call the
church office.
Please welcome Pastor Dennis Laherty, our bridge pastor. He will be presiding at Sunday services for us
through the end of September. Our interim pastor should be available to join us in October.
Pastor Jeff and his family had a wonderful farewell gathering. Thank you everyone for your donations toward
his gift, and for the many letters and cards he received. They were very appreciative of both. Also, a big shout
out to our speakers. Your lovely sentiments were the perfect send off. All in all, it was a day filled with joy.
Blessings,
Connie Lawrence
Council President

Summer Worship Hours Extended
We will continue our Summer Worship
Schedule through the month of September.
8:30am Worship - Live Stream
10:00am Worship - Outdoors

September Birthdays, Anniversaries & More
~ Birthdays ~
Bryan Hall
Masen Karsten
M’Liz Kelly
Joyce Engelbretson
Peggy Heyes
Joe Maestro
Layna Hathaway
Nancy McKelvey
Shelly O'Byrne
Don Lund
Miyeko Kinoshita
Andrea Apodaca
Bruce Mendoza
Dick Hilde
Alexa Horvath
Dalton Cardoso
Ed Fox
Bronson Gabira
Steve Karsten
Caja Schrickel
Gregg Horvath
Matthew Hoye
Carrie Reyes
Christy Karsten
Peter Lawrence
Joan Lundbohm

~ Anniversaries ~
9/4
9/5
9/5
9/10
9/13
9/13
9/14
9/14
9/14
9/16
9/17
9/18
9/18
9/19
9/20
9/22
9/23
9/23
9/23
9/24
9/25
9/26
9/26
9/27
9/27
9/30

Vince & Beth Ammann
Justin & Kristen Greco
Bruce & Susan Mendoza
Nick* & Marianne Bourgeois
Eugene & Tracy Hallinan
John & Rachel Mulligan
Shig & Miyeko Kinoshita
Rob & Kirsten Murphy
Steve & Tanya Hathaway
Steve & Linda Butkus
Craig & Debbi Townsend

9/1
9/1
9/9
9/12
9/13
9/13
9/17
9/23
9/23
9/26
9/26

If we missed your birthday,
anniversary date please call or
e-mail the church office at
(949) 492-6164
OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net

A Heartfelt Thank You from Pastor Jeff and Family
Our final Sunday with all of you was filled with a variety of
emotions. Amidst all the kind words and well wishes we found
ourselves choking back tears as our hearts were filled with gratitude
for each and everyone of you. These past 18 years have been a
blessing to us and we will be forever grateful for the opportunity to
serve at Our Savior's. We wanted to especially thank everyone who
worked so hard to send us off with a great gathering--both on the
patio and later in the parking lot. It was a joy to be able to see so
many folks, even in the midst of the very important Covid-19
precautions. To the church council, all the staff, those who spoke,
offered a kind word and shared a parting gift...we are humbled and
leave with a great sense of awe for how God has been at work in our
time together. May God bless you all, and thank you once again for
your kindness and generous gifts.
Peace!

Monday, September 7th

Pastor Jeff, Kelly, Andrew, Aaron and Pickles!
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September 2020
“Nothing in life is to be feared; it is only to be understood.
Now is the time to understand more, so that we may fear less.” — Marie Curie
Fear is something that I am hearing a lot about these days. Fear about school starting…
Fear about the upcoming election…Fear about the pandemic….
Fear about the next chapter in leadership at our church…Fear about [fill in the blank]???????
In my day to day interactions with people, I hear expressions of anxiety and fear frequently. According to
the Association of Anxiety and Depression America,
 Anxiety disorders are the most common mental illness in the U.S., affecting 40 million adults in the
United States age 18 and older, or 18.1% of the population every year.
 People with an anxiety disorder are three to five times more likely to go to the doctor and six times
more likely to be hospitalized for psychiatric disorders than those who do not suffer from anxiety
disorders.
 Anxiety disorders develop from a complex set of risk factors, including genetics, brain chemistry,
personality, and life events.
But, as Christians, we have the reassurance that we do not need to fear. All through the Bible, there are
reminders that, no matter what is going on in the world our God is bigger than any of them. Here are just a
few:
 For I am the LORD your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will
help you. -Isaiah 41:13
 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose. –Romans 8:28
 The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer. –Psalm 18:2
And, we get further reassurance through the great music of the church
 “His eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me.” – Civilia D. Martin
 “Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, let this blest assurance control:…It is well, it is
well with my soul” – Horatio Gates Spafford
And, a song that we have been singing at our 8:30am worship…
 “And I will call upon Your name, and keep my eyes above the waves, when oceans rise, my soul will
rest in Your embrace, for I am Yours and You are mine.” - Joel Houston / Matt Crocker / Salomon
Lighthelm
We are human. We will have fears. But, we have a God who is greater than our fear. If we just get through
each moment of each day trusting in God, we will have peace.
I have one final quote from the great philosopher, Charles Schultz:
“I've developed a new philosophy... I only dread one day at a time.”
– Charlie Brown (Peanuts Character)
In His Service,
Karen Skipper ~
Director of Music
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I thought this a timely reminder:

Like us on Facebook
Church
www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline

School
www.facebook.com/osls.sc
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Youth and Children’s Ministry
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries
A Summer with an Asterisk
Well I’ve gotta tell ya, this has been the most unusual
summer in youth ministry that I have ever experienced. In
a “normal” summer we have almost non-stop activities for
the youth of all ages, besides our usual year round
activities such as the weekly meetings, service at the
Gilchrist House, serving at the Welcome Inn, FAM
Second Saturday food distribution, and others, in a typical
summer we would also be doing:







Graduate Sunday Celebration
Vacation Bible School (Done purely virtual this year)
Vacation Day Camp with the LRCC Camp staff
ELCA Western States High School Youth Gathering
Beach Gatherings with our youth ministry partner
congregations
 EXTREME WEEK! four theme parks in five days,
whew!
 Various beach bonfire meetings with our kids

work we have been well prepared. We have a
sturdy crew and the Holy Spirit to offer guidance
and comfort, in other words, “God’s got this”.
I don’t expect this to last forever and I’m looking
forward to a time very soon that we can engage,
high five, laugh, sing, and share the joy of life in
Christ together and in person, until then be sure
that your church is here for you and God is on
our side.
Feel free to contact me if you have any issues or
questions as we move forward.
Thank you and peace,
Bob Cooper,
Director Youth and Children’s Ministry

Unfortunately, because of the current health crisis we
have had to modify, postpone, or cancel all these
wonderful youth activities.

While it would be easy to simply wallow in despair that
we can not do these things, we have been finding other
ways to stay connected. Our youth groups have begun to
meet in a hybrid style, that is, we meet via Zoom some
weeks and in person (using all the proper health and
safety guidelines put out by the CDC) on some weeks.
The kids are always very excited to meet in person and I
must say I am happy to see them as well.
Our preschool has just opened for the 2020/2021 school
year and I will once again be teaching music (as soon as
we can gather and sing) as well as leading our weekly
chapel time. I’m really looking forward to engaging with
our new and returning families, they have grown to
occupy a very special place in my heart.
On top of all of this add a change of pastoral leadership
and we are navigating some tricky waters to be sure, but
not to worry, as has been said many times “a church is not
a building” and I would add that as much as we love our
outbound pastor, I would add that “a church is not a
Pastor” either, it is the engaged, committed body of
Christ, united by the Holy Spirit and sent to baptize in the
name of the triune God and to make disciples, for this
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September 1 ~ Tuesday
Kids Club 3:30pm, Outdoors
September 2 ~ Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, Outdoors
September 6 ~ Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Outdoors
September 9 ~ Wednesday
No MSYG
September 13 ~ Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Outdoors
September 16 ~ Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, Outdoors
September 20 ~ Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Outdoors
September 23 ~ Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, Outdoors
September 27 ~ Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Outdoors
September 30 ~ Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, Outdoors

Walking Group
The walking group continues to meet each
Tuesday morning at 8:00am on the corner of
Vista Hermosa and Costa Azul, to walk the Sea
Summit Trails.
All OWLs and OWLs in training
(those below 55) are welcome to join us!

Sunday School Returns Online This Fall!
We have excellent materials that tie in with the
children's lesson presented at the 8:30am online
worship. The curriculum is appropriate for Preschool
through Grade 4. Families will receive a student leaflet
for each child, Bible stories to read together and a
great video that ties the lesson to real life. If your
children attended Sunday school before the pandemic,
they will recognize the characters and tell you how
much they enjoyed the videos. I've included a link
below, for you and your kids to check it out.
Directions and a link will be sent to you for accessing
each week’s video, as well as other materials you may
want to use to supplement the lessons.
Please let me (roberta_k_2000@yahoo.com) or the
church office know if you would like to receive the
materials for Sunday school. If you have additional
questions, or if you need a children's Bible, please feel
free to contact me!
Click on the link below for a Sunday School preview.
New Sunday School Part 1: Featuring Otto, Ada,
Clara, and Victor

Blessings,
Roberta Wall
Christian Education

Temporarily postponed
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Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church
Treasurer’s Report
July 31, 2020

Congregational Commitment July

$41,977.55

Your church council is still working even though
we have had some adjustments to make this year.

Offerings Received Jul-May

$34,585.83

•

We have adjusted to some of the council
members and their friends stole the Pastor for
two weeks and went to Israel.

•

We have adjusted to having to lose weight
(especially yours truly) when we got back from
Israel after way too many desserts.

•

We have had to make Covid-19 adjustments.

•

We have had to adjust to ZOOM meetings.

•

We have adjusted to masks and sanitizer
everywhere. Charles Simon has had to adjust
sooo many things! Building and hanging and
installing many things. He does this all while
growing the best beard at OSLC.

•

We also said goodbye to some great council
members and hello to some new council
members. AND THEN our very own Pastor Jeff
was led by THEE HOLY SPIRIT to take the
reigns of a parish in Marion, Iowa! This was
excellent news for many, also sad for many. If
THEE HOLY SPIRIT is orchestrating this whole
situation then I can’t wait to see what is coming
to OSLC!! It should be ridiculously awesome!

•

With a new council and a few new pastors
coming in until we are sent THEE ONE you can
be sure that whatever happens your church
council will be on it!! That being said please
VOLUNTEER to help out.

•

If you are interested in serving on any
committees don’t forget that we will double your
pay every six months just like me! I can’t buy
anything extra but I have a key and I can come
into the church anytime and just pray and listen.
That is comfort.

Congregational Offering Shortage ($7,391.72) 82.39%

Our members and visitors were faithful in their
stewardship in July with a total offerings of $34,585.83.
The monthly budget amount was $41,977.55 resulting
in the shortfall of ($7,391.72). The school had a loss of
($17,616.95) due to timing of tuitions making the total
loss of ($20,195.37) for the month of July.
Cash Position
Building Fund

$588,575.00

Operating Funds

$172,824.65

Reserves

$374,210.66

Restricted Funds

$190,352.86

Endowment Fund

$124,923.79

Liabilities
Mortgage Balance*

$452,232.16

*Loan matures: 9/2031 with a 15 year fixed rate 4.5%
Monthly payment: $4,300.

Thank You For Your Stewardship!
Blessings!
Karen Coffee, Treasurer

If you prefer to donate electronically
Venmo us “@OurSaviorsSanClemente”.
We truly appreciate your generosity.
Thank you!

Thanks for reading (Kelly),
M’Liz

When making checks out to
Our Savior’s please make
checks payable to:

Submitted by M’Liz Kelly
Your Mediocre Council Secretary

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (not OSLC)
Thank you from the church office.
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| Social Concerns News |
Welcome INN Meal
Service
Monday
Sept 14 ǀ Oct 12

Thanks to all who have been keeping this ministry
going these last several months. Your hot meal and
bag lunch donations have been lovingly served the
second Monday of each month. We’ve also had new
white athletic socks and masks to distribute. Our
friends have been most grateful.

Family Assistance Ministries
Food Donations

FAM continues to see increasing numbers of new
clients needing assistance due to high unemployment.
They have requested the following specific items:










Please respond to Sign-Up Genius if you are able to
provide food and make sure it is in the church
kitchen before 2:00pm so the meals can be
assembled on-site. Gift cards from Carl’s Jr and new
white athletic socks are always welcome. You can
bring them to the church office anytime.
Our Welcome INN coordinator is Jim Wall,
jimroberta@yahoo.com or (209) 534-9584.

Canned Fruit
Peanut Butter
Rice & Pasta
Canned Meat
Family Size Toiletries Disinfectant
Wipes Powder Free Latex Gloves (M/L)
Paper Towels
Baby Wipes
EMPTY egg cartons (to repackage donated eggs)
You can do a drive-through drop-off Monday
through Friday from 10:00am-3:00pm at

FAM’s Distribution Center
1030 Calle Negocio
San Clemente, CA 92673

150,000 Masks Challenge
Mask donations can be brought to the church office
during the week or call Linda Howard, (949) 4225258 or howard.ljh55@gmail.com for pick-up.
This will be an ongoing project through at
least October 2020. We’ve shipped hundreds of
masks so far!

If you prefer to bring to the church office,
we will deliver your donations. Thank You!
FAM Needs Volunteers
Many of FAM’s regular volunteers are members of
COVID-19 vulnerable groups, and students are now
back in school. FAM has made an appeal for new
volunteers to fill important roles:

LWR will distribute the masks with personal care
kits to partner countries in vulnerable areas of the
world. These areas have great difficulty maintaining
even basic hygiene, and so masks are even more
critical for health and safety there than they are here.
You can use any pattern you like with cotton or
t-shirt fabric.
Masks with elastic
or ties are both
acceptable. Please
do not use fabric
that has patriotic
or religious themes.

Pantry & Warehouse Helpers
Monday through Friday
Morning shift: 10:00am - 1:00pm
Afternoon shift: 1:00pm to 4:00pm
Drivers
Monday through Friday
Morning shift: 7:30am - 10:00am
Download an application at
www.family-assisance.org or
call for more information (949) 492-8477 ext 104
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Quilt Ministry

personal care kits and 125 cartons of baby care kits.

Our busy-bee quilters spend all year crafting the
beautiful quilts that we send to Lutheran World
Relief each fall. Some of the supplies, particularly
the batting that goes between the layers of fabric, are
quite costly. If you love our quilt ministry and would
like to be a part of it without setting up a sewing
machine, we invite you to make a donation (memo:
QUILTS) toward the purchase of supplies. If you
would like to make a quilt, please contact Linda
Howard or Julie Doyle, doylekeljul@cox.net for
instructions. (Please see the following article with an
update from LWR regarding quilts and kits.)

"Our hearts are breaking as we grieve and pray with
our brothers and sisters in Beirut," said Daniel
Speckhard, president & CEO of Lutheran World
Relief. "We are committed to replacing the aid that
was lost and are working on an emergency response
to provide assistance as the city recovers and
rebuilds."
The explosions killed more than 150 people, injured
more than 5,000 and left at least 300,000 without
shelter. The blast was strong enough to register as
the equivalent of a 3.3-magnitude earthquake and
was felt as far as Cyprus, 150 miles away.

News from Lutheran World Relief:
More Than $600,000 in Humanitarian Aid for
Refugees Destroyed in Beirut Explosion
By John Rivera Aug 6, 2020

BALTIMORE, Aug. 6, 2020 — Three 40-foot
shipping containers filled with humanitarian aid that
included thousands of handmade quilts and babycare items were destroyed in the devastating August
4 explosions at the port of Beirut, Lebanon, the NGO
Lutheran World Relief learned today.
The shipment, which also included school supplies
for students and personal care kits, were destined for
refugees living in Lebanon, principally from Syria
and the Palestinian territories. The containers were
part of a shipment to be distributed by Anera, an
NGO and longtime Lutheran World Relief partner
that provides humanitarian assistance and sustainable
development to advance the well-being of refugees
and other vulnerable communities in the Middle
East.

The Social Concerns Ministry thanks you for
benevolence gifts given in July
over and above general giving:

The total value of the lost shipments was
approximately $624,000.

ELCA World Hunger: $430.00
Habitat for Humanity of OC: $270.00

The loss of more than 22,000 quilts, sewn by
individuals and members of Lutheran congregations
across the U.S., could mean a more bitter winter for
thousands of refugees, said Melanie Gibbons, deputy
director, outreach and engagement at Lutheran
World Relief.

Social Concerns Ministry: $50.00
FAM: School Supplies, Food,
Household Supplies and Egg Cartons
Welcome INN:
Food, socks and masks
LWR: Masks

"Our quilts are made with love by those who
painstakingly craft them, and they’re deeply
appreciated by the people in distress who receive
them, both for the warmth and the message of care
they provide," Gibbons said.

Your generosity is so appreciated!

In addition, the shipping containers held 100 cartons
of kits filled with school supplies, 300 cartons of
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Spots Available
Our SPROUT Program begins September 9, 2020
You may register your two/three year old by going to:
https://www.oursaviorsonline.net/our-ministries/sprout
or call/email the church office at:
(949) 492-6164 ǀ oslcsec@sbcglobal.net

September 2020 Preschool News…
Welcome Back Preschool Families
Our campus has been so quiet for the past 5 months and we are so thrilled to
welcome back to Our Savior’s Preschool 128 students. Additionally, we have
requested to add another classroom to our license which we hope to open soon.
We lost a few teachers due to concerns over Covid - 19 and we wish them all
the best. We welcomed many new teachers to our preschool community and
we wish them a wonderful year here at Our Savior’s. We are completely full on M/W/F mornings and have
limited availability in our T/TH program. We are looking for babies to fill our two Infant Center classrooms
so please spread the word to anyone you know who has a little one 3 - 24 months.
We have only been open for a few days so we are all still navigating through all the new requirements but
now we have the unique perspective of our students which brings us so much joy, love and laughter. This is a
quote from earlier today from one of our four-year olds; “Hey, six feet away dude!” This is why we are
passionate about what we do. The children just speak their truth. It is such an honor to me to be here and
direct this beautiful school.

Blessings,
Joan Lundbohm, Preschool Director
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Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

11

12

18

19

8:00 OWLs Walk
3:30 Kids Club
6:30 MSYG, Patio

First Sunday of the month

6

World Hunger

Third Sunday of the month

7

8:30 Bold Worship

8

9

10

8:00 OWLs Walk

8:45 SPROUT, Rm 5

8:45 SPROUT, Rm 5

No MSYG

10:00 Classic Worship
No HSYG

11

13

14
8:30 Bold Worship

10:00 Classic Worship

4:00 Welcome Inn Dinner

15

16

17

8:00 OWLs Walk

8:45 SPROUT, Rm 5

8:45 SPROUT, Rm 5

9:00 Council Mtg Retreat

6:30 MSYG, Patio

6:00 HSYG

20 Building Fund

21

22

8:30 Bold Worship

23
8:45 SPROUT, Rm 5

10:00 Classic Worship

24

25

26

8:45 SPROUT, Rm 5

6:30 MSYG, Patio

6:00 HSYG
8:00 OWLs Walk

27 Habitat
8:30 Bold Worship
10:00 Classic Worship
6:00 HSYG

28

29

30

Holy Communion

8:45 SPROUT, Rm 5
6:30 MSYG, Patio

Last Sunday of the month

Served every Sunday
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

At this time our regular activities are subject to change.
Please confirm all meetings, events and information with the church office.

The Messenger
September 2020
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
Live Stream Sunday Worship Hours
8:30am ǀ Bold Worship, Live Stream
10:00am ǀ Outdoor Worship

6:00pm ǀ High School Youth Group , Outdoors
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