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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School ▪ San Clemente, California
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”

Summertime disciples –traveling with Jesus
“5

For this very reason, you must make every effort to
support your faith with goodness, and goodness with
knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and selfcontrol with endurance, and endurance with
godliness, 7 and godliness with mutual affection, and
mutual affection with love. 8 For if these things are
yours and are increasing among you, they keep you
from being ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 1:5-8
As the earliest followers of Jesus were sharing his
message with the world it became quickly apparent that
the Christian faith was much more than just a quick
confession—but a way of life. At times as the initial
fervor began to wane it was easy for people to begin to
drift away. We modern day followers of Jesus can often
struggle with the same tendency to ‘drift’ away.
Particularly in the Covid-19 reality of not being able to
gather as we are accustomed, we must be on guard to
remain diligent in our resolve to live out the faith that
has been entrusted to us. Thankfully the words of
scripture speak in many places to those things that keep
us grounded. In the reading above, Peter offers us good
insight into that which supports our faith.
Goodness. Exercising moral virtue—being kind,
understanding, and respectful of others—does not earn
our way into heaven, however it is a means by which
our faith grows and begins to overtake the ‘old Adam’
and the ‘old Eve’ that so easily allows fear to rule our
lives.
Knowledge. Christians must remember that the greatest
gift that God has given us—beyond Jesus—is our mind.
We shouldn’t be swayed by ‘sound bytes’ or emotional
pleas, but always ask questions, be open to ideas and
cherish those who help us see the world more fully.
Self-control. My grandpa used to always say, “measure
twice and cut once.” That’s pretty good advice when
working in the shop and when reacting to the world. We
are to be mindful that our words and actions reflect
upon Christ himself, therefore we need to be cognizant
that our first reactions and thoughts may not be overly
helpful. See Goodness and Knowledge above for two
foundational components of Self-control!
Endurance. When I think about this I think about the
Grand Canyon. Anyone who has stood on the rim of the

Grand Canyon and looked out into the depths is almost
immediately filled with awe. How did it come to be?
The Colorado river over the course of 5 to 6 million
years has formed this canyon. It did not happen
overnight but was the result of the continuous and
persistent flow of water. Likewise, we are to be patient
in knowing that endurance reveals much that was not
immediately seen.
Godliness. There is at times a false modesty that tends
to balk at any call for godliness in our lives. We are
quick to say, “but we aren’t God and we can’t be
perfect!” This is true, but we can see the will of God
on full display in Jesus Christ. That Jesus called us to
serve one another and to be those who preach good
news, bring about healing, and offer the gift of
forgiveness. These are the marks of a godly person.
Mutual affection. John Dunne in his famous devotion
of 1624 reminds us that ‘no man is an island unto
himself.’ That is, we are called to live within the reality
of community, and this sense of community should be
realized in both the care and concern we give to others;
and the care and concern that we receive. The key word
here from Peter is ‘mutual.’ That is a reciprocity of
both being and acting as neighbor for one another.
Love. Paul reminds us, ‘faith, hope and love abide
these three, but the greatest of these is love.’
(1 Corinthians 13). Peter too, ends his list of those
things which support our faith with love. This is not so
much a feeling as a decision that is born out in actions
that seek the welfare of the neighbor. I may not always
‘feel’ love toward my neighbor, but I can make the
decision to act in loving ways.

So, while we find ourselves in these strange “Covid”
days of summer, we still have plenty to do in order to
keep our faith strong. Whether we are able to worship
together or not; goodness, knowledge, self-control,
endurance, godliness, mutual affection and love are
things that should mark our everyday ordinary lives and
in so doing we can be assured that our faith is growing
and fruitful!
Keep growing in the faith!
Peace,
Pastor Jeff
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Bible Verse
Of the Month
1 Peter 3:8
“ Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit,
sympathy, love for one another,
a tender heart, and a humble mind.”

If you prefer to donate electronically
Venmo us “@OurSaviorsSanClemente”.
We truly appreciate your generosity.
Thank you!

2

July/August 2020
Psalm 100
A psalm. For giving grateful praise.
1
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.
2
Worship the Lord with gladness;
come before him with joyful---Hooray!!! As of June 28, we were again able to gather together, in-person, to worship at our church. After
months of not seeing others in our congregation, it was great to be worshipping “live and in person” again. The
words of Psalm 100 echoed in my mind as we joined together. I have quoted Psalm 100 at the beginning of this
article.
However, I intentionally left out one word. In Psalm 100:2, the word I left out was singing. Although we are
finally able to come together physically in worship, we will not be singing or praying/speaking out loud as a
congregation. Emory University in Atlanta, GA recently published the following information:
Strong evidence exists that large droplets, such as those in a cough or sneeze, easily spread the disease
[COVID-19]. Some data also exist that show that very small droplets in the air, such as those produced when
singing or speaking loudly, can also transmit the disease. These very small airborne particles can stay
suspended in the air for a long period of time and potentially infect someone who breathes in that air, even up
to three-hours later. https://www.emoryhealthcare.org/centers-programs/voice-center/covid-updates-choralsingers.pdf
Music therapists, my other profession outside Our Savior’s, are being cautioned by the American Music Therapy
Association about singing or even speaking loudly in sessions. Singing has been referred to as a “super-spreader”.
The information is inconsistent as to precautions, distancing, etc. However, Orange County continues to have
hundreds of new cases of COVID-19 diagnosed every day. Until these numbers decrease and until
recommendations for safety are revised, we will continue to practice safety precautions.
We will still be having beautiful special music during our 10:00am service and the 8:30am service will still be
live-streamed with the opportunity to sing along from home. We are also going to continue offering our “ZOOM
Hymn Sing” online meetings throughout the summer. Watch the Weekly Messenger and email notices from the
church for dates and times. It is necessary to RSVP for the Hymn Sing events. Online privacy and internet safety
require these precautions. If you have difficulty with ZOOM technology, we have people at Our Savior’s who are
willing to help you get “connected”.
I am thankful that we can join together safely, physically together, in worship. I look forward to “making a
joyful noise” together with all our assembly soon.
In His Service,
Karen Skipper
Director of Music

I can relate to this “Coffee with Jesus”
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Youth and Children’s Page
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries

A Different Kind of Summer

Until then let’s wash those hands and keep our
distance, this too shall pass,

he Summer of 2020 promises to be a most
unusual season for sure. The prospect of
enjoying our traditional summer activities looks
pretty bleak, no baseball, hot dogs, apple pie, or
Chevrolet (I know, it’s a really old reference) but no
matter, life will go on and we will adapt. As I have
stated before our regularly scheduled summer youth
events have pretty much ALL been canceled or
postponed for the foreseeable future.

T

Bob Cooper
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry

 There will be no High School Western States
Youth Gathering, but we will be meeting
virtually not only with our own group but also
with our newly formed Orange County HSYG
network congregations.

July & August 2020
July 1 - Wednesday
MSYG 7:30pm, Zoom
July 5 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Zoom
July 8 - Wednesday
MSYG 7:30pm, Zoom
July 12 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Zoom
July 15 - Wednesday
MSYG 7:30pm, Zoom
July 19 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Zoom
July 22 - Wednesday
MSYG 7:30pm, Zoom
July 26 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Zoom
July 29 - Wednesday
MSYG 7:30pm, Zoom
August 2 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Zoom
August 5 - Wednesday
MSYG 7:30pm, Zoom
August 9 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Zoom
August 12 - Wednesday
MSYG 7:30pm, Zoom
August 16 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Zoom
August 19 - Wednesday
MSYG 7:30pm, Zoom
August 23 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Zoom
August 26 - Wednesday
MSYG 7:30pm, Zoom
August 30 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, Zoom

 Our Baja service trips are on hold for now.
 Gilchrist House meals are on hold.
 There will be no on-site VBS but we are
offering a “Backyard VBS” that is done at
home and uses common items that families
probably have around the house already, here’s
a link for that (just scroll down and purchase
the Family License)
https://www.gocurriculum.com/bolt-vbs?
gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4I7v49zU6QIVVJJbCh
1jxwJTEAAYASAAEgINavD_BwE
 The middle school kids are meeting regularly
via Zoom and we have welcomed some new
kids; our new sixth grade members!
 Extreme Week has been cancelled.
 Our Confirmation students will be receiving
the Rite of Confirmation in October this year.
As we slowly and carefully begin to reopen the
church for Sunday worship (very limited) hopefully
we will be able to begin to bring our youth groups
back together in person as well, I know the kids are
eager for that. We are trying to be creative and come
up with other ways to engage our youth and let them
know that their God and their church are still active
and interested in them.
We are always looking for new ways to connect and
share the joy of a faith filled life. We’ll keep you
posted as things will most likely be changed, added,
postponed or cancelled as the summer progresses.
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When: In addition to our online worship, we will offer one in person worship gathering at 10:00am each
Sunday starting June 28, 2020

Where: We will gather in the courtyard area which includes the patio, grass near the magnolia tree, area
under the preschool canopy, and the concrete walkways. (See the video link here for a visual perspective
https://youtu.be/0a5aTvHJ5OI )
Masks: Yes, we will require everyone who is worshiping with us to wear a mask.
Social Distancing: Yes, family/household groups can be together and everyone else needs to maintain
proper social distancing (6 feet).
Seating: You can bring your own beach chair and sit on the grass/concrete surfaces. We’ll also have our
folding chairs available and you can use the picnic tables as well. Please remember if at the tables you must
maintain proper distance. We are outside, so wear sunscreen, a hat, and dress appropriately for being
outdoors.

Entry/Exiting: We ask that you enter through one of the two marked gates and maintain proper distancing
as you enter and leave. We encourage everyone to refrain from gathering in groups that jeopardize proper
social distancing.
Worship: At first, we’ll err on the side of safety which means no congregational singing or responses.
However, we will have great special music and center our time around Word and Sacrament. Holy
Communion will be offered in one kind (host only) and will be distributed for all who want to receive the
sacrament at the end of our time together. We will have a speaker system in place to help with sound.
Restrooms: Of course the restrooms will be open, but we remind everyone to be cognizant of avoiding
close contact in such a small space.
Coffee/Donuts/Refreshments: Nope. Not yet. However, we’ll be outside, so if you want to bring your own
coffee…why not!
Virtual Worship: Remember you can still participate in our virtual worship which includes singing and
follows our familiar worship pattern. The 8:30am worship will continue to be live-streamed and recorded.
Of course, please do not attend if you feel ill or have a preexisting condition or are in an “at risk” group. We
want everyone to be well! Also remember that children will need to be able to understand and comply with
social distancing in order to attend.
At present the 10:00am outdoor worship will not be available online. Whether you choose to stay home or
come to OSLC we look forward to worshiping with you.
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Confronting Racism as a church
The ELCA's social
policy resolution,
"Condemnation of
White Supremacy
and Racist
Rhetoric," adopted
by the 2019 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly, states: "As persons called to
love one another as God has loved us, we therefore
proclaim our commitment to speak with one voice
against racism and white supremacy. We stand with
those who are targets of racist ideologies and
actions." As church, together we must work to
condemn white supremacy in all forms and
recommit ourselves to confront and exorcize the sins
of injustice, racism and white supremacy in church
and society and within ourselves as individuals and
households.

Home Groups:
Won’t you be my neighbor!
One thing that we have learned during this Covid-19
pandemic is that it is important for us to stay
connected, even if we need to practice physical
distancing. We also know that gathering in smaller
groups with similar folks (e.g. same age group)
lowers the risk of passing on the infection. We
would like to encourage everyone at OSLC to create
small home groups with each other. Consider the
following:
1. Do you have a group of folks that you would like
to make into a home group? (a home group can
be as small as you like and preferably not more
than 10).
2. Would you be willing to make contact with each
other on a consistent basis to simply share a
greeting and check in?
3. If we are unable to worship together, would you
be willing to come together in your homes or
patio/outside areas to watch worship together?

In the midst of heightened national conversations
around the rallying point of “Black Lives Matter” in
response to the death of individuals such as Ahmaud
Arbery, Breonna Taylor, Dreasjon (Sean) Reed,
George Floyd and others we are reminded of the
brokenness of our ‘sins both known and unknown’
that contribute to the pain of our neighbors. While
these issues are often unpleasant to discuss we
cannot pretend that they do not exist and so we
encourage faithful listening, conversation and action
in pursuit of what the prophet Amos yearned for,
“But let justice roll down like waters, and
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” Amos
5:24

Be on the look out for an email that asks about your
interest in being a part of a Home Group! And if you
aren’t on our email list please feel free to call the
church office with your interest.

Lutheran World Relief—for the sake of Jesus
Syria is ground zero for one of the greatest humanitarian
crises in generations. Ravaged by years of civil war,
civilians continue to bear the brunt of ongoing turmoil in
the region.

Lutheran World Relief has responded to the needs of
vulnerable Syrian families since the start of the conflict.
They’ve supported cash-for-work programs and
distributed essential household items, including LWR
Quilts and Kits of Care. And are helping Syrian refugees
find employment in their new host country communities
in a way that strengthens the local economy.
Throughout the world we are present through our support of agencies like Lutheran World Relief.
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Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church
Treasurer’s Report

“While
you're
way…”

July 1, 2019 - May 31, 2020

Congregational Commitment Jul-May

$524,485

Offerings Received Jul-May

$432,938

Congregational Offering Shortage
to Budget Plan

Please remember that whether we are able to gather
together personally or not--your church continues to
open. Whether it is due to pandemic or in more
normal times, typical summer vacations, the mission
and ministry depends on your faithful and consistent
gifts. Unlike going to the Movies we aren't 'paying'
for the show. We are giving as a response to God's
gracious love to us as we live out our discipleship
with Christ.

($91,547) 82.55%
of budget received

Our members and visitors continue to be faithful in
their stewardship. You mailed in or deposited
electronically (Simply Giving or Venmo) $40,754 in
May! The monthly budget amount needed is $47,680
therefor shortage of offerings in May was $6,926.
This means year to date we have funded 82.55% of the
approved budget. We truly appreciate your
dedication to Our Savior’s Lutheran.
We continue to be prudent in our spending.
Benevolence Contributions

Thank you so much for providing your gifts whether
you are gone on vacation or simply keeping a safer
distance at home.

Summer Bible Study Check online or call the church office

Jul 2019 - May 2020

World Hunger

$6,104

Habitat for Humanity

$3,914

Pacifica Synod

$8,800

Lutheran Social Service

$ 666

FAM

$4,689

Others

$5,400

Total Benevolence

Wednesday Manna Bible Study
A video link of some thoughts on the upcoming
Sunday’s lessons will be provided each Thursday
on our Facebook page, Pastor Jeff’s Blog, or our
YouTube Channel (SanClementeLutheran).

$29,573

https://www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline/

Building Fund: $ 607,863
Church Mortgage Balance: $ 457,411

Church
www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline

Thank You For Your Stewardship!
Blessings!
Karen Coffee
Treasurer

School
www.facebook.com/osls.sc
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| Social Concerns News |
Welcome INN Meal Service

Quilt Ministry

Mondays | July 13 | August 10

Our busy-bee quilters spend all year crafting the
beautiful quilts that we send to Lutheran World
Relief each fall. Some of the supplies, particularly
the batting that goes between the layers of fabric,
are quite costly. If you love our quilt ministry and
would like to be a part of it without setting up a
sewing machine, we invite you to make a donation
toward the purchase of supplies. Memo your check
(Our Savior’s Lutheran Church) or Venmo
(@OurSaviorsSanClemente): QUILTS. Thank you!

We are still holding a modified meal service. The
meal will be fully pre-packaged in the church
kitchen and then two of us will deliver the meals for
quick distribution from our vehicles.
Please respond to Sign-Up Genius if you are able to
provide food and make sure it is in the church
kitchen before 2:00pm so the meals can be
assembled on-site. If you do not want to deliver
your items to the church, please contact Jim Wall
and one of us will come to you.
Gift cards from Carl’s Jr and new white athletic
socks are always welcome. You can bring them to
the church office anytime.

If you would like to make a quilt,
please contact Linda Howard or Julie Doyle,
doylekeljul@cox.net for instructions.
We’ll be holding our annual quilt-tying in
September this year.

Thanks, everyone, for your generosity! Our
Welcome INN coordinator is Jim Wall,
jimroberta@yahoo.com or (209) 534-9584.

Family Assistance Ministries
Food Donations
FAM continues to see increasing numbers of new
clients needing assistance due to high unemployment.
They have requested the following specific items:
 Canned Fruit
 Peanut Butter

Lutheran World Relief
75,000 150,000 Masks Challenge

 Rice & Pasta
 Canned Meat

If you are making cloth masks, please consider
donating some for LWR’s mask campaign. They
recently increased their goal to 150,000 masks. You
can bring them to the church office during the week
(call first) or call Linda Howard, (949) 422-5258 or
howard.ljh55@gmail.com for pick-up. This will be
an ongoing project through at least October 2020.
Thanks to those who have already donated. We’ve
received over 200 masks!

 Family Size Toiletries Disinfectant
 Wipes Powder Free Latex Gloves (M/L)
 Paper Towels
 Baby Wipes
 EMPTY egg cartons (to repackage donated eggs)

You can do a drive-through drop-off Monday
through Friday from 10:00am-3:00pm at

The masks will be sent to partner countries in
vulnerable areas of the world. These areas have
great difficulty maintaining even basic hygiene, and
so masks are even more critical for health and safety
there than they are here. You can use any pattern
you like with cotton or t-shirt fabric. Masks with
elastic or ties are both acceptable. Please do not use
fabric that has patriotic or religious themes. Let’s
join with Lutheran churches all over the country to
fill this need. Thank you!

FAM’s Distribution Center
1030 Calle Negocio
San Clemente, CA 92673
If you prefer to bring to the church office,
we will deliver your donations.
Thank You!
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July | August 2020 Preschool News
The Preschool will be opening on August 17 and 18 for the children to meet their teacher. August 19 and 20
will be the first days of school. We have a healthy enrollment for fall, and we are very excited about having
everyone return to our campus. Licensing will give us their guidelines as to the policies and procedures for
Covid-19 later in the summer and we will be sure to follow all guidelines to keep everyone safe. We have
only a few spots left for MWF for the staff we have on hand and we are hoping to get approval to add another
classroom from licensing. We are still enrolling and are looking for students for our Infant Center so please
continue to spread the word about our wonderful preschool to your family, friends and neighbors.
We are really looking forward to the sounds of children filling our campus but, in the meantime, we are busy
getting the classrooms and the school ready to welcome our students and their families in August.
Blessings,
Joan Lundbohm, Preschool Director

In 2020 Joan was given the ECE Professional of the year award.
This is a peer nominated award through OCAEYC the Orange County Education of Young Children
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

30

31

11:00 Manna Bible Study

First Sunday of the month Third Sunday of the month

5 World Hunger

6

8:30 Bold Worship
10:00 Outdoor
Worship
6:00 HSYG

10

12
8:30 Bold Worship
10:30 Outdoor
Worship
6:00 HSYG

19 Building Fund

8:30 Bold Worship
10:00 Outdoor
Worship
6:00 HSYG

7:30 MSYG

7

8

8:00 OWLs Walk

11:00 Manna Bible Study
7:30 MSYG

13

14

15

4:00 Welcome Inn Dinner

8:00 OWLs Walk

11:00 Manna Bible Study

6:30 Council Meeting
7:30 MSYG

20

8:30 Bold Worship
10:00 Outdoor
Worship
6:00 HSYG

26 Habitat

Last Sunday of the month

21

22

8:00 OWLs Walk

11:00 Manna Bible Study
7:30 MSYG

27

28

29

8:00 OWLs Walk

11:00 Manna Bible Study

Holy Communion

7:30 MSYG
Served every Sunday

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Holy Communion

First Sunday of the month

Third Sunday of the month

2 World Hunger

3

Last Sunday of the month

4
8:00 OWLs Walk

8:30 Bold Worship
10:00 Outdoor
Worship
6:00 HSYG

1

Served every Sunday

5

11

6

7

8

13

14

15

21

22

28

29

11:00 Manna Bible Study
7:30 MSYG

9

10

11

12

8:30 Bold Worship
10:00 Outdoor
Worship
6:00 HSYG

4:00 Welcome INN
Dinner

8:00 OWLs Walk

11:00 Manna Bible Study

16

17

18

19

20

Preschool, Meet Your
Teacher Day

8:00 OWLs Walk

Preschool Begins

Preschool Begins

Preschool, Meet Your
Teacher Day

11:00 Manna Bible Study

25

26

8:00 OWLs Walk

11:00 Manna Bible Study

Building Fund

8:30 Bold Worship
10:00 Outdoor
Worship
6:00 HSYG

23
8:30 Bold Worship
10:00 Outdoor Worship
6:00 HSYG

30 Habitat
8:30 Bold Worship
10:00 Outdoor Worship
6:00 HSYG

Sat

24

7:30 MSYG

7:30 MSYG

7:30 MSYG

27
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

At this time our regular activities are subject to change.
Please confirm all meetings, events and information with the church office.

The Messenger
July | August 2020
Summer Edition
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
Live Stream Sunday Worship Hours
8:30am ǀ Bold Worship, Live Stream

10:00am ǀ Outdoor Worship
6:00pm ǀ High School Youth Group (Zoom)
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