The Messenger ~ June 2020
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School ▪ San Clemente, California
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
“While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem,
but to wait there for the promise of the Father.” Acts 1:4
Waiting…
We have just entered the time of Pentecost. It is a season in the church year that is about the community of
Jesus moving out into the world. It is a time for mission, a time of growth and a time to share the good news of
the Gospel. But first…wait. Did you catch that little line in the scripture above? “wait there.” Waiting is hard.
Almost from the beginning of our lives we’ve learned to begrudgingly accept the need to wait. “Wait your
turn.” Wait in line.” “You’re on the wait list.” “Take a seat in the waiting room.” Arghhh! Waiting is not what
we like, especially when the waiting is open ended without an end in sight. And yet, sometimes we must wait.
The disciples had to wait in Jerusalem (above). Noah had to wait in the Ark for the waters to subside. Abraham
and Sarah had to wait for a child. The ancient Hebrew people had to wait in slavery for over 350 years. David
anointed as king, had to wait before he would take the throne.
And we here at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in San Clemente are waiting. Waiting for the virus to run its
course. Waiting for a vaccine. Waiting for herd immunity. We have been waiting for a time when it will be
safe to gather in worship. And, even though the people of God have a long history of waiting: We still don’t
like it!
What I can do is offer you this wonderful piece of scripture from the prophet Isaiah: “but those who wait for
the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be
weary, they shall walk and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:31). We are called to wait right now for the sake of our
neighbor. We wait for the welfare of our more vulnerable brothers and sisters. We wait as a Christian example
of what it is to yield one’s liberties for the greater good of the body of Christ. (1 Corinthians 9:12). I can’t say
as if I like waiting, but sometimes it is not only what I’m called to do; but waiting itself can be an expression
of the Gospel.
So, when will we return to in person worship/gatherings? I don’t know. I can tell you that I have been sharing
information with the Church council from both the ELCA and other sources. We have been keeping abreast of
the guidelines that are being offered by Public Health officials, have participated in communication from our
insurance provider, and are constantly monitoring guidelines from the State of California and Orange County.
And as of my writing this article, we just got new guidelines from the California Department of Public Health
in regards to returning to in person worship.
Two important things for all of us to keep in mind. First, there are lots of things that we need to think through
to do all we can to gather as safely as possible. We’ll need to communicate the need for those who are sick or
especially vulnerable to stay home and continue to worship online. We’ll need to think through our occupancy
and how many folks can be in the sanctuary and still have appropriate distancing (Currently we are allowed
25% of our occupancy). We’ll need to have safety precautions that are called for in place (Hand sanitizer
machines, masks, signage about expectations, directions about entering and leaving our space). Who will
sanitize the sanctuary between uses? How will we monitor the use of restrooms (occupancy and cleaning)? As
you can see, there will be much to consider.
Secondly, in the foreseeable future worship will look different than it has in the past. I think some folks
believe that we’ll just come back to church and all will be as it was. It will not. There is currently great caution
being voiced about public singing and public unison speaking (praying together out loud for instance or using
liturgy). We will not be passing the peace physically, nor will we be passing the offering plates. Social
distancing will call for us to give up our favorite pew and orderly fill the sanctuary from the front (Lutheran’s
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF…AT WORK!

in the front row!!) toward the back and exit in the
reverse order to maintain distancing. We may need to
wear masks for the protection of our neighbor to
ensure that we don’t inadvertently spread the virus.
Holy Communion will be celebrated, but in a way
that will minimize exposure. The preacher will need
to stay in the pulpit and not walk freely amongst the
pews. And for the time being there will be no
refreshments or social time.

Lutheran World Relief has been working in
Honduras since the early 1990s and has maintained a
permanent presence in the country since 2011.
Working in partnership with local non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), ecumenical alliances,
farmers’ organizations and other cocoa and coffee
value chain actors, Lutheran World Relief engages
with agricultural communities primarily in northern
and western regions of the country to establish
agricultural systems that increase incomes and food
security for smallholder farmers.

I don’t share this to shock you; but so, you know that
if you are expecting things to go back to how they
were---you will need to wait. I do think that these
extra precautions will ease in time. But we’ll need to
exercise patience, goodwill, and charity toward one
another.

Lutheran World Relief assists farmers in these
communities to respond to increasingly
unpredictable weather patterns, insufficient water
sources, limited technical resources for agricultural
production, and weak organizational systems. Our
focus on agriculture value chains is complemented
by efforts to help farmers diversify agro-forestry
production, improve farm processing, upgrade farm
storage practices, and strengthen local food markets.

Finally, while it may be tempting to politicize any
precautions or lack thereof, we need to approach all
of this from the standpoint of Christian love. We may
not all agree on certain precautions; but we mustn’t
let that get in the way of the unity we have in Christ.
And let us not forget that those who “wait upon the
Lord” will be renewed, lifted up as on eagles’ wings!
We will navigate this. We will eventually find our
way to the other side of this pandemic; but in the
meantime, let’s keep rowing together.
Peace,
Pastor Jeff

JUNE 14, 2020 | 9:30AM ǀ ZOOM

TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION
The annual meeting of the congregation will occur on Sunday June 14,
at 9:30am. Due to current restrictions this will be a Zoom meeting.
All members of the congregation will receive instructions via email on
how to either connect to the Meeting through the ZOOM application or
to phone in. The purpose of the meeting will be elect council
representatives and to approve the annual budget.
If you have not received information about the Zoom instructions by
Thursday June 11, please contact the Church office.
2

June Birthdays, Anniversaries & More
~ Birthdays ~
Carlye Townsend
Andrew Frohner
Kirsten Murphy
Rob Murphy
Kai Schrickel
Ryan Jensen
Sandy Kos
Joseph Butkus
Ralph Hannah
Don Mills
Kris Scott
Phil Seals
Palmer Rennie
Hannah Goulding
Nicole Taylor
Mary Jayne Bellamy
Jack Martin
Tyler Mears
Amy Mendoza
Ken Ross
Ellis Jensen
Camden Kos
Karen Skipper
Evey Thomsen
Michele Young
Rhonda Kings
Violet Martello
Iain Buchan
Justin Young
John Skipper
Laura Horvath
William Schmall
Betty Nullmeyer
Ann Hoye

~ Anniversaries ~
6/1
6/2
6/2
6/2
6/2
6/3
6/3
6/6
6/9
6/11
6/12
6/12
6/15
6/16
6/18
6/20
6/20
6/20
6/20
6/20
6/21
6/21
6/21
6/21
6/23
6/24
6/24
6/25
6/25
6/26
6/27
6/27
6/29
6/30

Scott & Barbara Cameron
Sean & Tammy Peasley
Charles & Deborah Ramm
Kelly & Julie Doyle
Mark & Mamie Lorimer
John & Karen Skipper
Dick & Ann Hoye
Dalton & Adriann Cardoso
Tom & Kathy Schenk

6/3
6/3
6/12
6/22
6/23
6/23
6/25
6/26
6/28

July & August
8:30am Bold Worship
10:00am Classic Worship
Starting July 5

Bible Verse
Of the Month
“But those who wait for the Lord shall renew
their strength, they shall mount up with wings
like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they
shall walk and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31

If you prefer to donate electronically
Venmo us “@OurSaviorsSanClemente”.
We truly appreciate your generosity.
Thank you!

Contact the church office at
(949) 492-6164
OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net
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EXCITING NEW WAY TO CONNECT!
In the book of Esther, we hear that perhaps Esther has come to her present position, ‘for just such a time as
this.” (Esther 4:14). The point was to think about how God might be calling us to respond in the times in
which we find ourselves. We are excited to introduce a new and exciting way for us to stay connected in such
a time as this.
Introducing: Home Groups!
What are they? Home groups are made up of anywhere from 3 to 9 people who are committed to staying
connected to each other in a smaller more intimate setting.
Why? Especially during times of social distancing smaller groups are often safer groups. Smaller groups can
meet to watch worship, socialize, study scripture and much more. We also know that small gatherings that
include people with similar circumstances (same age demographic etc…) are safer.
Who will be in my group? Who do you want in your group! The point isn’t to have one particular ‘leader’ but
to encourage folks who are already connected to covenant together for mutual care and connection. If you
have a group of folks that you would like to be in your home group—great. If you need to be connected, we’ll
do that too.
What is the expectation? To covenant with each other to stay connected. To pray for one another. To form a
little community within the bigger church. For instance, if we are only able to worship online, perhaps a home
group could all gather together to watch worship. A home group could connect over coffee and fellowship—
as safety allows. You could even all come together to watch one of our online Bible Studies or do your own.
In times when we can’t safely gather you would simply make contact with each other at least once a week to
provide a little Christian community over the phone, via text, email or social media.
Do I have to have a home group? No, of course not. But we hope that you’ll be excited to help others feel
connected.

When will it start? We’ll begin putting the pieces together all summer long. Be on the lookout for more
information to come.
Useful Links…
 OSLC Website: https://www.oursaviorsonline.net
 OSLC Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline/
 OSLC YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/SanClementeLutheran/
 Pastor Jeff’s Blog: http://sanclementelutheran.blogspot.com/
Worshipping at Home—Setting Sacred Space: For some worshipping online
has been great. For others, it is more challenging. If you find that you’re having
trouble feeling like you’re at worship, take a look around. Are there dirty clothes
strewn across the couch? Dirty dishes on the table? Garbage bags waiting to be
taken out? Don’t get me wrong, those are all realities in my house too! But they
might be distracting when I’m trying to engage in reflective and attentive
worship. So you might consider setting aside a certain space or removing
distractions from where it is that you ‘log on’ to worship.
Not that God needs a tidy space, but removing distractions helps us to focus ourselves more on holy purposes.
And don’t forget, you might want to begin your worship by lighting a special candle, or even putting a piece
of sacred art front and center. One of the dangers of being online is that we can often find ourselves losing
focus. Establishing a sacred space can help us stay on track!
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June 2020
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of
foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of light, it
was the season of darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.”
― Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities
We have seen it all during these 2 ½ months that we have been “physical distancing”. In the “best
of times”, there has been less traffic, gasoline prices are low, some people have had the opportunity to spend
more time with those in their immediate household and there have been some great events broadcast FREE
online and on television. In the “worst of times”, people have not been able to get together with friends and
family with whom they do not live, there have been shortages of certain food items, cleaning products and
paper products and many businesses and individuals have suffered devastating financial losses. And
throughout it all, there has been fear and sorrow for those who have succumbed to this disease and for those at
risk of contracting it.
In the midst of it all, there are reasons for gratitude. I am grateful that our church has found ways to keep us
connected and provide opportunities for worship, learning and fellowship – even though we cannot be
physically together. I am grateful for the “essential workers” who are out there providing for the basic needs of
all of us. I am grateful for those people who have reached out and connected with me and with others. I am
grateful that things are starting to reopen and that some sense of “normality” is starting to surface.
However, there will be changes as a result of these times. We will be physically back together in worship
soon, but there will be precautions in place to keep us all safe. We don’t know yet what this next step will look
like, but, as it says in Isaiah 40:8 “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand
forever.”
I am looking forward to seeing you all back in church, however it happens!
In His Service
Karen Skipper,
Director of Music
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Youth and Children’s Page
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries

Kids Are Still Kids
So here we are, still not able to shake hands, hug, or
even be in the proximity of others, yet the spirit of
God still moves among us. I see it in the faces of our
youth as they meet and pray online, praying not only
for themselves but for those that they will likely
never meet; the elderly, those with health issues, and
those with nowhere to turn.
The youth of Our Savior’s have done a fantastic job
of adapting to the surreal landscape that we have all
been thrust into and while I’m sure that they would
much rather be able to hang out in person with all of
their friends they are making the best of it, like I said
at the start of all of this, the kids have been training
for this all of their lives, they are digital natives, they
do not fight the technology, they embrace it. In an
effort to keep the kids connected and understanding
that God is at work even in these crazy days the
youth workers in the South County area have formed
a virtual meeting schedule that combines the youth
from all over South County in order to celebrate our
common faith and let the kids know that they are not
alone in this.

June 2020
June 2 - Tuesday
Kids Club 3:30pm, Zoom
June 3 - Wednesday
MSYG 7:30pm, Zoom
June 7 - Sunday
HSYG 7:00pm, Zoom
June 10 - Wednesday
MSYG 7:30pm, Zoom
June 14 - Sunday
HSYG 7:00pm, Zoom
June 17 - Wednesday
MSYG 7:30pm, Zoom
June 21 - Sunday
HSYG 7:00pm, Zoom
June 24 - Wednesday
MSYG 7:30pm, Zoom
June 28 - Sunday
HSYG 7:00pm, Zoom

Our Confirmation students have had to postpone their
Rite of Confirmation until the Fall but we are still
able to complete our lessons in a digital format, we
look forward to celebrating with them at that time.
We are also looking forward to a time when we can
meet in person and celebrate the gift of community,
in fact we have scheduled VBS (Vacation Bible
School) for the first week in August (crossing our
fingers on that one) and we hope to have a wonderful
event, more on that as the plans become more firm.
Our previously planned summer events (Service in
Mexico, Gilchrist House dinners, High School
Western States Youth Gathering, Extreme Week…)
have all had to be cancelled or shelved for the time
being. So, to all our graduates, we wish you the best
and empathize with the loss of your end of the year
celebrations, commencement ceremonies, Grad night,
spring musicals, the list goes on and on. Just
remember that no matter WHAT occurs, Jesus loves
you and walks with you every step and will never
leave you.
Peace and have a great Summer,
Bob Cooper
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry
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Sunday Morning Bible Study
We will continue with our study of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians with a special
online edition. You can find a video posted to our Facebook page prior to Sunday
Morning. This will be a short 20 minute Bible Study taking a look at the highlights of
the appointed chapter.
https://www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline/
Wednesday Manna Bible Study
A video link of some thoughts on the upcoming Sunday’s lessons will be provided each Thursday on our
Facebook page, Pastor Jeff’s Blog, or our YouTube Channel (SanClementeLutheran).
Wednesday Night
Matthew Bible Study—ZOOM EDITION! Please contact the church office or email
Pastor Jeff if you would like the log on information to join us via ZOOM on Wednesday
nights. We are continuing our study of the Gospel of Matthew.
Note a new time: 6:30pm www.zoom.us

“While
you're
way…”
Please remember that whether we are able to gather
together personally or not--your church continues to
open. Whether it is due to pandemic or in more
normal times, typical summer vacations, the mission
and ministry depends on your faithful and consistent
gifts. Unlike going to the Movies we aren't 'paying'
for the show. We are giving as a response to God's
gracious love to us as we live out our discipleship
with Christ.

Thank you so much for providing your gifts whether
you are gone on vacation or simply keeping a safer
distance at home.

Walking Group
The walking group continues to meet each Tuesday
morning at 8:00am on the corner of Vista Hermosa
and Costa Azul, to walk the Sea Summit Trails.
All OWLs and OWLs in training
(those below 55) are welcome to join us!
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS
Welcome INN Meal Service
Mondays on June 8th & July 13th
Important note for June
Given the fluid situation surrounding COVID-19, we will modify our June 11th meal service again. The meals
will be fully pre-packaged in the church kitchen and then two of us will deliver the meals for quick distribution
from our vehicles.
Please respond to Sign-Up Genius if you are able to provide food and make sure it is in the church kitchen
before 2:00pm so the meals can be assembled on-site. If you do not want to deliver your items to the church,
please contact Jim Wall and one of us will come to you. If you would prefer to donate money for the purchase
of food, please do so by June 1st so we know what we need and have time to shop. Gift cards from Carl’s Jr
are always welcome. Our guests love them and their purchase supports a local franchise owner. We hand them
out each time we have enough for the average size turn-out.
Thanks, everyone for your generosity!
Our Welcome INN coordinator is Jim Wall, jimroberta@yahoo.com or (209) 534-9584.

Lutheran World Relief
75,000 150,000 Masks Challenge

Quilt Ministry

If you are making cloth masks, please consider
donating some for LWR’s mask campaign. They
recently increased their goal to 150,000 masks. You
can bring them to the church office during the week
(call first) or call Linda Howard, (949) 422-5258 or
howard.ljh55@gmail.com for pick-up. This will be
an ongoing project through at least October 2020.

Our busy-bee quilters spend all year crafting the
beautiful quilts that we send to Lutheran World
Relief each fall. Some of the supplies, particularly
the batting that goes between the layers of fabric,
are quite costly. If you love our quilt ministry and
would like to be a part of it without setting up a
sewing machine, we invite you to make a donation
toward the purchase of supplies. Memo your check
(Our Savior’s Lutheran Church) or Venmo
(@OurSaviorsSanClemente): QUILTS. Thank you!
(On a side note, many members of OSLC have been
busy making cloth masks and we are very grateful
for that!) If you would like to make a quilt, please
contact Linda Howard or Julie Doyle,
doylekeljul@cox.net for instructions.

The masks will be sent to partner countries in
vulnerable areas of the world. These areas have
great difficulty maintaining even basic hygiene, and
so masks are even more critical for health and safety
there than they are here. You can use any pattern
you like with cotton or t-shirt fabric. Masks with
elastic or ties are both acceptable. Please do not use
fabric that has patriotic or religious themes. Let’s
join with Lutheran churches all over the country to
fill this need. Thank you!

Family Assistance Ministries Food Donations FAM continues to see increasing numbers of new
clients needing assistance due to high unemployment. They have requested the following specific items:

Canned Fruit ǀ Peanut Butter ǀ Rice & Pasta ǀ Canned Meat ǀ Family Size Toiletries Disinfectant Wipes Powder
Free Latex Gloves (M/L) ǀ Paper Towels ǀ Baby Wipes
EMPTY egg cartons (to repackage donated eggs)
You can do a drive-through drop-off Monday through Friday from 10:00am-3:00pm at
FAM’s Distribution Center, 1030 Calle Negocio.
If you prefer to bring to the church office, we will deliver your donations.
Thank You!
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Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church
Treasurer’s Report
July 1, 2019 - April 30, 2020
Congregational Commitment Jul-Apr

Offerings Received Jul-Apr
Congregational Offering Shortage
to Budget Plan

$476,805

May 2020

$392,183

We are still meeting monthly via Zoom. This is
awesome for yours truly as I can be in my
pajamas and having hot cocoa as I take the
minutes and make life and death decisions!

($84,621) 82.25%
of budget received

Chuck/Charles Simon is stopping by the church
with a mask on and keeping things going and
repaired and put together.

A pandemic did not stop our members and visitors
from being faithful in their stewardship. You mailed
in or deposited electronically (Simply Giving or
Venmo) $42,281 in April! The monthly budget
amount needed is $47,680 therefore shortage of
offerings in April was $5,399. We truly appreciate
your dedication to Our Savior's Lutheran Church.
We continue to be prudent in our spending.
Benevolence Contributions

Karen Fox has brilliantly been able to make the
Sanctuary look beautiful for our streaming. I don’t
know how she does it so I set up a motion camera
so I can capture her moves.
The youth are communicating electronically as
well.

Jul 2019 - Apr 2020

World Hunger

5,613

Habitat for Humanity

3,644

Pacifica Synod

8,800

Lutheran Social Service

Collette has set up coffee hour in between services
some Sundays. She brings donuts to her Zoom
meeting so it’s packed!

666

FAM

4,689

Others

4,865

Total Benevolence

The social concerns committee has been making
masks and making our world better.

Yours truly is praising God from her small boat
with her replaced engine that goes REALLY
FAST! I do stop to see the dolphins and sea lions
and of course pick up trash!

$28,277

Until July- masks on and maintain a surfboard
length between you and everybody.

Building Fund: $ 621,704
Church Mortgage Balance: $ 459,986

Respectfully-

Thank You For Your Stewardship!

M’Liz Kelly
Official Church Council Secretary

Blessings!
Karen Coffee
Treasurer
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June 2020
Preschool & Infant Center Happenings

June 2020 Kids Column

We had a fantastic drive thru end of the year celebration
on May 20th! We all wore goofy hats and decorated our
cars and the families did the same! There were so many
smiles all around as we wished each other a great
summer.
The teachers will continue teaching the preschoolers
through Zoom lessons. We are reaching out to parents as
well with online resources for them. One of the teachers
created a video of all of the classrooms and you can
check it out on our website at www.oursaviorsschool.net.
Also be sure to like us on Facebook as well as keep up to
date on preschool happenings.
We are busy enrolling for fall Preschool and have 114
spots filled plus an additional 6 babies in our Infant
Center. We are all working on the classrooms and we are
so grateful to have Charles Simons painting and fixing so
many things. There are silver linings in all situations and
one blessing is that the staff and I have weekly zoom
meetings all of us together to pray and plan for the
school and that is something that rarely happens. We are
usually missing at least one staff person, but this has
given us the opportunity to really get to know each other
and we are confident we will come back stronger than
ever. Thanks so much for all of your support and please
continue to tell your friends and neighbors about our
preschool.
Blessings,
Joan Lundbohm
Preschool Director

Church
www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline

School
www.facebook.com/osls.sc
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8:30 Bold Worship
10:30 Classic Worship
7:00 HSYG

28 Habitat

8:30 Bold Worship
10:30 Classic Worship
7:00 HSYG

21 Building Fund

8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Annual Meeting
10:30 Classic Worship
7:00 HSYG

14

8:30 Bold Worship
10:30 Classic Worship
7:00 HSYG

7 World Hunger

Sun

29

22

15

4:00 Welcome Inn Dinner

8

1

Mon

8:00 OWLs Walk

30

8:00 OWLs Walk

23

8:00 OWLs Walk

16

6:30 Council Meeting

First Sunday of the month

7:30 MSYG

11:00 Manna

24

7:30 MSYG

11:00 Manna

17

7:30 MSYG

11:00 Manna

8:00 OWLs Walk

7:30 MSYG

3:30 Kids Club

10

11:00 Manna

8:00 OWLs Walk
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3

Wed

2

Tue

Third Sunday of each month

25

18

11

4

Thu

Last Sunday of the month

26

19

12

5

Fri

27

20

13

6

Served every Sunday

Holy Communion

Sat

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School
200 Avenida San Pablo | San Clemente, California 92672
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

At this time our regular activities are subject to change.
Please confirm all meetings, events and information with the church office.

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church & School
The Messenger | June 2020
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
Live Stream Sunday Worship Hours
8:30am ~ Bold Worship
10:30am ~ Classic Worship
7:00pm ~ High School Youth Group (Zoom)
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