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“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
“Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he looked intently and
his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly.” Mark 8:25
I know this is probably pretty obvious, but there is a
fun little nuance with the calendar turning to the year
of our Lord 2020. 20/20 within our culture is a
reference to having normal visual acuity. That is, you
can see clearly at 20 feet what everyone else can see
clearly at 20 feet—if you have 20/20 vision. I on the
other hand have 20/200 vision in one eye. That means
that what a normal sighted person can see clearly at
200 feet away, I have to be only 20 feet away to
recognize! For whatever its worth, 20/20 is the gold
standard in visual acuity!
The season of Christmas comes to an end on January
5th (12 days of Christmas, just like the song). And
starting on the 6th of January we are in the season of
Epiphany. I think a good way to think about
Epiphany is to understand it as a season that is trying
to help us see clearly. In this case, not the chart at the
Optometrist with the big “E;” but to see clearly the
person and message of Jesus.
And sometimes our “God-vision” needs a little
correction. That is, what should be clear begins to get
a little fuzzy. Case in point: on Christmas Eve I
reminded us that “God is love” (1 John 4:8).
Unfortunately there are those in the world who like to
take this good news about God and lift up a different
message. They will insist that God ‘hates’ certain
people or groups. They will use the words that God is
love; but will preach and live and act in such a way
that it promotes a God who is more vindictive and
hateful.
All of us at times need a little correction when it
comes to our God acuity. In the little passage from
the Gospel of Mark above, we get the curious story of
a man whose vision is restored—but not instantly.
The first time he encounters Jesus he gets partial
vision; but the people walking around look like trees!
So Jesus lays his hands on him again, and did you
notice the Gospel says that Jesus looked intently and
the man’s sight was restored.

For this man, seeing clearly was a process. It took
more than just one encounter with Jesus and in fact
it took Jesus looking intently to finally restore his
sight. I wonder if the same is true of us. That we too
are in the midst of a process, trying to ascertain, to
understand, to see clearly just who is this baby born
in Bethlehem. The Gospel readings during the
season of Epiphany will help us to discover who this
one we call Jesus is. But more than that, the stories
of the Epiphany season also offer us clarity in our
faith journey. This is the importance of coming to
hear God’s Word, to read scripture, to pray and to be
in fellowship with one another. Our “God-vision”
can become blurry and we like the man in Mark’s
Gospel need to come to Jesus, again (and perhaps
again and again, over and over) in order to have our
sight restored. Our salvation is secure; nevertheless
we often need help in remembering how to be God’s
people in the world.
So let us use this time of Epiphany to come to Jesus,
again and again. Let 2020 be a year in which we
seek the clarity of vision that comes through Jesus
Christ.
Happy New Year!
Pastor Jeff

Birthdays, Anniversaries & More
~ January Birthdays ~
Bonnie Brown
Jule McGuire
Hector Reyes
Laurie Schmall
Beth Apodaca
Mimi Eads
Patrick Hamil
Jeanne Mills
Zane Pert
Aaron Hathaway
Howard Sharp
Barbara Smoot
Austin Hamil
Sally Sharp
Zachary Krogman
Thomas Yeakel
Erin Rowe
Eugene Hallinan
Randy Wooley
Wilson Olbrich
Al Riebau
Thomas Eads
Jim Keisker
Zachary Kruse
Keith Hoffmeister
Sean Hoffmeister
Danny Doyle
Chase Cardoso
KC Kelly
Justin Greco
Jessica Stewart
Andy Goulding
Steve Rennie
Sophie Schmall
Jim Wall
Devlin Rowe
Karen Coffee
Spencer Schrofer
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1/5
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1/18
1/19
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1/21
1/22
1/22
1/23
1/23
1/24
1/25
1/25
1/26
1/26
1/27
1/27
1/27
1/27
1/30
1/31
1/31

Now available

If you prefer to donate
electronically Venmo us
“@OurSaviorsSanClemente”.
We truly appreciate
your generosity.
Thank you!

2020
Flower
Calendar

O

ur Savior’s 2020 Flower
Calendar is now in the
Narthex. If you would like to
give flowers in recognition
of a particular event such as a
birthday, anniversary, honor or
memory of a loved one please put
your name next the date in that
month. Along with your name
please include the occasion and a
phone number if there are any
questions.

I want to thank everyone in the
first come…
congregation
for
the
kind
first serve for choice of date.
Christmas gift(s), prayers, support
please try and keep one
and kind words during this holiday
family per line.
season. Once again we are so
grateful for our opportunity to be in Flowers are $30.00 each week.
ministry together. May 2020 bring
Mail your check to the
us a renewed sense of mission and
church office or drop off
vision for the decades to come! We
in the offering plate.
want to express our deepest
Memo: “Flowers”
gratitude for each and every one of
you.
Peace!
Pastor Jeff

Why not commit this Bible verse to memory?
~ January Anniversaries ~
Don & Jeanne Mills
Thomas & Mimi Eads

1/16
1/23

“Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am
he light of the world. Whoever follows me will never
walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”
John 8:12
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January 2020 Music Notes
After all the hectic fun of the holidays, we have arrived at January. The first month of the year was called
Januarius by the Romans, after Janus, the god of doors and gates. We see the same word in janua, the Latin for
a gate or opening. From the idea that a door is a way in, an entrance, it became a custom among the Romans to
pray to Janus whenever they undertook a new work. He was also the god of the beginning of the day, and it
was only natural that when a new month was added at the beginning of the year it should be named after him.
During this month offerings to the god were made of meal, frankincense, and wine, each of which had to be
quite new. Since a gate opens both ways, Janus was thought to be able to see back into the past, and forward
into the future, and he was usually represented in pictures as having a double head that looked both ways.
Although we do not worship Janus – we worship the One True God, I think this image is a good one – at this
time of year we take the time to look back and also to look ahead.
Looking back.. I would like to thank all those musicians who made the Thanksgiving/Advent/Christmas
worship services worshipful and meaningful celebrations. Our soloists, ensembles, bands and choirs have
worked very hard to “make a joyful noise” as they offer their gifts to God.
Looking ahead… I challenge you to get more involved in the work of Our Savior’s. Pastor Jeff often closes
our worship services by saying that worship happens in the church building but “church” happens after we
leave the sanctuary. Take “church” with you throughout the week by helping someone who needs it,
volunteering at church or in the community or (my personal favorite) singing or playing an instrument for the
glory of God.

Happy January!
In His service
Karen Skipper,
Director of Music
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Youth and Children’s Page
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry
2019 Was a Year of Change, Sort of

excitement in the preschool why not start up a
preschool children’s choir? So we did, and what a
response! We have nearly 50 singers spread out over
2 days and I couldn’t be happier, these kids are
great! The choir known as the ‘Messy Blessings”
have been singing once each month during Sunday
worship and have even had an offsite “gig” with the
seniors at Cotton’s point Senior Apartments during
the Christmas season.

As I sit down to write about the past year and all that
took place in our youth and children’s ministry I am
struck by one big ol’ thought, things stay the same
and things change! The changes started way back in
January as we moved our 4/5th grade preconfirmation classes to Sunday morning at 9:45am.
We also took part in our first ever (for the youth)
Habitat for Humanity build!

We have had so many great times of worship,
bonding, and exploration with the late night events,
Kids Club, Youth Band, Middle School Youth
Group, High School Youth Group, as well as our
little ones, Sprout and Messy Blessings, there is just
too much to list it all.

In February we continued with our participation in
the “Souper Bowl of Caring”, our Saturday service
trips to Baja, as well as our annual middle school
winter retreat at El Camino Pines but added a high
school mixer with Community Lutheran in Rancho
Santa Margarita.

Here’s looking forward to a wonderful and dynamic
2020!

During the season of Lent our students once again
performed the scripture readings for our mid-week
Lenten worship as well as hosting one of the Lenten
Soup Suppers. The youth group also hosted the
annual Palm Sunday pancake breakfast with help and
leadership from our resident pancake guru, Shig
Kinoshita and on Maundy Thursday our communion
students received their first taste at the table! In the
spring I was awarded the Alice Millsap Exceptional
Service Award by Family Assistance Ministries for
our work with the Gilchrist House and the FAMily
House, none which can be done without our
awesome volunteer host families, thank you.

Happy New Year
Bob Cooper,
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry

As spring turned into Summer we celebrated our
graduates and everyone moved up a grade. We also
got another one of those changes (at least for me) as I
took the lead on my first ever VBS program. VBS
went EXTREMELY WELL, way beyond
expectations and it was all due to God’s love and the
willing hands of some fantastic adult volunteers, I
can’t begin to name them as I will surely miss
someone but if you helped you can be sure that I
appreciated it. During the summer we continued with
our weekly youth group meetings and our (basically)
monthly service trips down into Baja.
Once the school year started the changes became
really obvious and I slowly started to turn into Mr.
Rogers. You see we thought with all of the
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Women’s January Book Club
Saturday, January 25
9:30am
Hosted by Evey Thomsen

January 2020
Youth Calendar
January 1 - Wednesday
No Messy Blessings
No Youth Band
No MSYG
January 5 - Sunday
No 4th/5th Grade Confirmation
No HSYG
January 7 - Tuesday
Kids Club 3:30pm, YR
January 8 - Wednesday
Messy Blessings Noon, Sanc
Youth Band 6:00pm, YR
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
January 8 - Wednesday
Youth Band 6:00pm, YR
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
January 12 - Sunday
4th/5th Grade Confirmation 9:45am, YR
HSYG 6:00pm, YR
January 13 - Monday
Welcome Inn 4:00pm, Doheny
January 14 - Tuesday
Gilchrist House 6:00pm
January 15 - Wednesday
Messy Blessings Noon, Sanc
Youth Band 6:00pm, YR
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
January 19 - Sunday
4th/5th Grade Confirmation 9:45am, YR
No HSYG
January 22 - Wednesday
Messy Blessings Noon, Sanc
Youth Band 6:00pm, YR
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
January 24 - Friday
MSYG Skate Party 6:00pm, FV Skate Center
January 26 - Sunday
4th/5th Grade Confirmation 9:45am, YR
7th Grade Confirmation 3:00pm-6:00pm, FR
HSYG 6:00pm, YR
January 29 - Wednesday
Messy Blessings Noon, Sanc
Youth Band 6:00pm, YR
MSYG 6:30pm, YR

You are welcome to bring a
breakfast item to share
if you'd like.
For more information
please contact:
Kelly Frohner at
kellyfrohner@gmail.com or
Evey Thomsen at
eveybythesea@cox.net
(949) 492-2967

Youth

Events

Fri - Sun | February 21-23
Kids Club Winter Retreat @ Luther Glen
Fri - Sun | February 28-March 10
Middle School Winter Retreat @ El Camino Pines
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OUR SAVIOR’S

Walking Group
The walking group continues to meet each Tuesday
morning at 8:00am on the corner of Vista Hermosa
and Costa Azul, to walk the Sea Summit Trails.
All OWLs and OWLs in training
(those below 55) are welcome to join us!

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:50am to 10:25am ▪ Founders Room
MARK AS STORY
Join us as we look each Sunday morning at the
Gospel according to Mark through the lens of a piece
of literature meant to be spoken orally in order to
bring us the Good News of Jesus. We’ll watch a
professional storyteller perform pieces of the Gospel
each week and then explore how ‘hearing’ the
Gospel helps us grow in our faith.

EPIPHANY?
The word “epiphany” comes from the Greek word
“ἐπιφάνεια,” meaning “appearance” or “showing
forth.” It names the day that the church tells
Matthew’s story of the magi from foreign lands who
follow the light of the star and thus see Jesus as
Christ. We celebrate the Epiphany of Our Lord on
January 6. The Season of Epiphany will end the
Sunday before Ash Wednesday—the beginning of
Lent.

Wednesday Manna Bible Study
11:00am to 12:15pm ▪ Founders Room
(No Class on January 1)
A look at the coming lessons for Sunday Morning.
There is no better way to prepare for Sunday
morning that attending the Manna Bible Study. No
experience necessary as we take a first look at the
appointed lessons. Often Manna Bible Study directs
the sermon and what is shared on Sunday morning.
Everyone is welcome!

Saturday ~ January 11
7:00am - 8:30am
Calling all men…
You are invited to join us
for a men's breakfast at
OSLC. RSVP:
John Mulligan at
mulli63@gmail.com

Wednesday Night
5:30pm-6:30pm ▪ Founders Room
(Starting January 8)
THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW
Grounded in Faith.
The Gospel of Matthew
proclaims the good news that God is Emmanuel
("God with us"), that Jesus is God's Messiah whose
teaching, healing, suffering, death, and resurrection
now constitute a new disciple community, and that
this Jesus Messiah, with all power and authority,
commissions this community with the promise that
he will be with them to the end of the age. How
might Matthew’s Gospel speak uniquely to us
Christians today?
(Childcare needed...contact Pastor Jeff)

Women's Bible Study Schedule
Monday ~ January 20th
9:30am-11:30am, hosted by Evey Thomsen
Tuesday ~ January 28th
9:00am-11:00am, hosted by Bonnie Little
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS
Just a friendly reminder that ALL activities are open to all: Congregation,
School Families and Friends. We are all Sent to Serve!
Welcome Inn Meal Service | 2nd Monday of the Month
January 13th & February 10th
Sent to Serve with Love
As always, watch for the Sign-Up Genius email from the church office. We invite
you to donate menu items & $5 Carl’s Jr gift cards. We also need people to help
serve the dinner at Doheny State Park. We have many new folks contributing to this ministry and we are very
grateful for your support. We gave Carl’s Jr gift cards to forty people at our December feeding and you should
have seen the joy in their smiles! They are like gold.
Also, if you ever have travel size toiletries to donate, please leave them in the narthex and we will hand those
out, too. We welcome your participation and thank you for your donations!
Our Welcome INN coordinator is Jim Wall. You may contact Jim with questions at:
jimroberta@yahoo.com or (209) 534-9584

Winter Warmth for Those in Need - You are invited to donate new and gently used warm winter
clothing throughout the winter months. Most needed are jackets, sweatshirts, flannel shirts, beanies, gloves,
rain ponchos, and new white athletic socks. Items may be new or gently used, but please donate only things
that are in good condition. Socks must be new.
Adult clothing will be offered to our guests at Welcome INN. Children’s clothing will be donated to FAM.
Thank you for your generosity and thank you to Thrivent for approving an Action Team project of $250 to
help.

Thank You for Supporting the Giving Tree!
We had another successful shoe donation drive for children who are clients of Family Assistance Ministries –
our 11th year of supporting the community in this way! Overall, and thanks to a partnership with St.
Margaret’s Episcopal School and Christ Lutheran Church, we were able to provide new athletic shoes to 250
children. Thank you to everyone who so
generously donated shoes and to the
many folks who stepped up and
volunteered the day of the event. It was
great fun! The photo shows just some of
the volunteers who helped at the party.
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January 2020 ~ Preschool Happenings
It is time to get ready to register for Preschool.
Please spread the word about Our Savior’s Preschool.
We are handing out enrollment packets and
scheduling tours for the 2020/2021 school year.

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Call us at (949) 492-6165.

Treasurer’s Financial Report

Registration is as follows:

5 Months Ending November 30, 2019



Average November Attendance

136

Congregational Commitment Jul-Nov

$238,402

Offerings Received Jul-Nov

$186,424

Congregational Shortage

($57,978)
78.2%






Thank you so very much to those who provided additional
contributions to help with our congregational offering
commitment shortage. We truly appreciate your
dedication to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. We still
have a shortage however the gap is closing. We have cut
expenditures and are not spending more than we have
taken in.
Benevolence Contributions



No registration packets will be accepted earlier
than February 3
February 3 and 4 for currently enrolled Our
Savior’s preschool students and their siblings.
We have also extended an invitation to Mommy
and Me and Sprout students who are age eligible
for preschool.
Registration is on a first come /first served basis.
February 5 registration opens for members of Our
Savior’s Church
February 6 registration is open to the public.

Blessings,
Joan Lundbohm, Preschool Director

July - November 2019

World Hunger

2,996

Habitat for Humanity

1,913

Pacifica Synod

8,800

Lutheran Social Service
FAM

Sunday School teachers needed...no experience
required! Our Savior's Lutheran has a wonderful
Sunday School program with user-friendly
materials that include a video (kids love it!), Bible
story, student worksheets, and more ideas for
other activities than you can possibly complete in
the 25 minutes you have. We need teachers at
both the 8:30am and 10:30am services. The
commitment is as little as one Sunday service per
month, though many teachers teach both services
on the same Sunday, since they've already
prepped for the lesson.

667
4,689

Total Benevolence

$19,065

Building Fund Balance - 11/30/2019: $604,857
Mortgage Balance - 11/30/2019: $472,718
Thank You For Your Stewardship!
Blessings!

If you'd like to know more, please call Roberta
Wall at (209) 404-9012.

Karen Coffee
Treasurer

The education of our children is an important
ministry of the church, and a great way to fulfill
that New Year's Resolution to volunteer more!
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Kid’s Page ~ January 2020
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Sun

Mon

Tue

First Sunday of the month

Third Sunday of each month

Last Sunday of the month

5 World Hunger

6 School Resumes

7

10

8:30 Bold Worship
9:50 Adult Ed
No 4/5 Confirmation
10:30 Classic Worship
No HSYG

9:15 Mommy and Me

12

13

8:30 Bold Worship
9:50 Adult Ed, 4/5 Conf
10:30 Classic Worship
6:00 HSYG

19 Building Fund

3:30 Kids Club

14

9:15 Mommy and Me

8:00 OSLs Walk

4:00 Welcome Inn Dinner

6:00 Gilchrist House
6:30 Council Meeting

20 No School

8:30 Bold Worship
9:50 Adult Ed, 4/5 Conf
10:30 Classic Worship
No HSYG

9:30 Women’s
Bible Study,
Evey Thomsen

26 Habitat

27

8:30 Bold Worship
9:50 Adult Ed, 4/5 Conf
10:30 Classic Worship
3:00 7th Grade Conf
6:00 HSYG

8:00 OSLs Walk

9:15 Mommy and Me

21
8:00 OSLs Walk

28
8:00 OSLs Walk
9:00 Women’s Bible
Study, Bonnie Little

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 School Break
Church Office Closed

2 School Break

3 School Break

4

8

9

10

11

9:00 Sprout Program
11:00 Manna Bible Study
Noon Messing Blessings
5:30 Adult Bible Study
6:00 Youth Band
6:30 MSYG
6:45 Celebration Singers

15
9:00 Sprout Program
11:00 Manna Bible Study
Noon Messing Blessings
5:30 Adult Bible Study
6:00 Youth Band
6:30 MSYG
6:45 Celebration Singers

22
9:00 Sprout Program
11:00 Manna Bible Study
Noon Messing Blessings
5:30 Adult Bible Study
6:00 Youth Band
6:30 MSYG
6:45 Celebration Singers

29
9:00 Sprout Program
11:00 Manna Bible Study
Noon Messing Blessings
5:30 Adult Bible Study
6:00 Youth Band
6:30 MSYG
6:45 Celebration Singers

9:00 Sprout Program

7:00 Men’s Breakfast
@OSLC

9:15 Mommy and Me
Noon Messing Blessings

16

17

18

23

24

25

9:00 Sprout Program

6:00 MSYG Skate Party

9:30 January Book
Club@ Evey’s

9:00 Sprout Program
9:15 Mommy and Me
Noon Messing Blessings

9:15 Mommy and Me
Noon Messing Blessings

30

31

Holy Communion

9:00 Sprout Program
9:15 Mommy and Me
Noon Messing Blessings

Served every Sunday

Like us on Facebook
Church
www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline

School
www.facebook.com/osls.sc
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church & School
The Messenger | January 2020
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
WORSHIP HOURS
8:30am ~ Bold Worship, Sunday School
9:50am ~ Adult Education
9:50am ~ 4th/5th Grade Confirmation
10:30am ~ Classic Worship, Sunday School
6:00pm ~ High School Youth Group
Nursery Care available all at all services for children 4 and under!
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Church Office
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OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net
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N.Heinle@oursaviorsschool.net
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