The Messenger ~ November 2018
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School ▪ San Clemente, California
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
Let me tell you how to vote!
“For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the
authorities are God’s servants, busy with this very
thing.” Romans 13:6
Here we are amid election season, including important
midterms, and the highways, streets, airwaves and
Social Media are filled with those who would like
your vote. There is a host of things to consider from
individual candidates, to propositions, to issues that
may very well have significant consequences for our
communities. So, what is the role of the faith in all of
this? What is the role of the church? To what extent
should we followers of Jesus Christ be concerned and
vocal in politics?
This is not a new question. Take the above scripture
reference from the Apostle Paul where we are
reminded to pay taxes and give honor to those in
authority. Of course, you could also look at Revelation
13 which many scholars believe is a coded attack on
the arrogance of Roman emperors and the Roman
system of government. Even Jesus was put to the
political test when they asked him whether it was
‘lawful’ for a person to pay taxes to the emperor!
(Matthew 22:17). And of course, there is the famous
utterance by Saint Peter in Acts 5.29 “But Peter and
the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than
any human authority.”
Did you know that the “Lutheran Voting Block” was
an important part in the defeat of a presidential
candidate? “Al Smith, so the story goes was in the
midst of his campaign for president in 1928 when a
newspaper friend remarked, that the Lutherans would
not vote for him because of a grievance, one or two
hundred years old, that they had against the Roman
Catholic Church. ‘Well, holy smokes,’ the Happy
Warrior retorted (‘holy smokes’ being a journalistic
substitute for a somewhat more profane utterance),
‘they are going back pretty far to get an issue against
me.’” (Strange, Review of Politics, July 1970). A guy
named Herbert Hoover won that election with 444
electoral votes, to Smiths 87. He won the popular vote
21,392,190 over Smith who had 15,016,443.
In that same election year there was a spirited debate
among Lutheran clergy (Prohibition was one of the big
topics) on whether a pastor should be openly involved

in politics. About 50% of the pastors thought it was
their civic duty as those who were entrusted with the
spiritual care of their people and about 50% felt it was
never helpful to be divisive regarding politics in the
parish.
Here we are 90 years later and whether we like it or not
politics is still a lively part of our faith. It’s a lively part
of the faith because politics in its simplest of terms is
how people living in groups make decisions. And these
decisions are almost by definition going to impact not
only us as individuals but our neighbor. And of course,
we know that as people of faith we are called to base
our lives on the two great commandments of loving
God and loving neighbor. (Mark 12.30-31) So there
can really be no doubt that politics, in its impact upon
the neighbor, is a matter of faith!
That’s the easy part. The harder question—and one of
which we are free to disagree—is how love of neighbor
should be carried out? In my experience wise and
faithful people can often disagree on such matters.
When I lived in Washington state there was always a
conflict between whether one should support an
environmental initiative that protects the environment
for the sake of future generations or whether one
should be more concerned about the impact on
working families who are dependent on age old
practices for their livelihood. What is the right answer?
While I would never presume to tell people what or
who they should vote for, I will presume to tell you
that it’s important that you vote. And furthermore, it’s
important that you vote with your faith as an important
filter through which you see the issues. This means
that Christians should research the issues and be
prepared to boldly cast their ballots with a key
component being the concern for others. It means that
we cannot hide behind some misguided notion that
faith and politics should be separate. We need to keep
in mind that we may not always agree, and that is just
fine, but we should encourage each other to exercise
the love of neighbor with all our power, including the
ballot box. I started this article off with the title, “Let
me tell you how to vote!” So here it is, vote
prayerfully and with thanksgiving that we live in a
nation where we have such an opportunity.
Peace!
Pastor Jeff

November Birthdays, Anniversaries & More
~ Birthdays ~
Lois McClure
Elsa Keisker
Tammy Peasley
Charles Simon
Brad Wright
Kiana Breshears
Linda Howard
Arlene Ross
Dennis Breshears
Brandi Davies
Karyn Martello
Calissa Hoye
Sean Peasley
Joyce Quade
Emily Simon
Steve Butkus
Deborah Cloninger
Erin Crowe
Ashton Peasley
Alexandra Gordon
Libby Kubr
Louise McGuire
Tracy Hallinan
Barbara Cameron
Colin Davies
Jim Smoot
Hunter Peasley
Susan Warden
Sharon Cebrun
Leo Schrickel

11/02
11/03
11/04
11/04
11/04
11/06
11/07
11/08
11/09
11/09
11/11
11/12
11/13
11/14
11/18
11/19
11/19
11/20
11/23
11/24
11/24
11/24
11/25
11/26
11/26
11/26
11/27
11/28
11/29
11/29

November 4, 2018
We remember these
members of our
congregation who
have died this past year.
Kay Davidson
Jo Arons
Oma Riebau
Betty Prebihalo
Wilma Bloom
Bob Engelbretson

November 26, 2017
February 7, 2018
March 1, 2018
July 23, 2018
September 13, 2018
October 17, 2018

And all of our loved ones.
On All Saints Sunday our
reading from Revelation looks
forward to the day when God
will wipe away all tears; in
John's gospel, Jesus weeps
along with Mary and all the
gathered mourners before he
demonstrates his power over death. On All Saints’ Day we celebrate
the victory won for all the faithful dead, but we grieve for our beloved
dead as well, knowing that God honors our tears. We bring our grief
to the table and find there a foretaste of the feast to come when we
will be reunited with those we have lost. It is the practice here at Our
Savior’s to lift up all of our members who have passed into the
Church Triumphant from November 2nd of last year through All
Saint’s Sunday. We also of course remember all who are mourning
and give thanks for all those people who have shown us the Gospel in
the lives that they have lived. Prayers for all who grieve.

~ Anniversaries ~
Eric & Sara May
11/03
Charles & Beverly Simon
11/05
Peter & Michelle Lawrence 11/16
Steve & Sandy Kos
11/20
Iain & Joelie Buchan
11/21
Sherman & Catherine Crancer11/21
Steve & Flora Thomsen
11/21

Thank you for the
“Appreciation.”
A heartfelt thank you for your many
personal affirmations during
“Pastor Appreciation Month.”
It is a joy to be in ministry together.
Thank you for your prayers and support.
Pastor Jeff and Family
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ENDOWMENT FUND
MAKING A
DIFFERENCE!

NEW WAY TO GIVE!!
Here at Our Savior’s
we have just begun
using a new APP that
allows you to give
directly to OSLC for a
variety of categories
and also get some great
ELCA resources.
Tithe.ly ELCA!

LIVE STREAMING
OF WORSHIP
ON ITS WAY!!!
Imagine being able to share live video streaming and
archiving our Sunday services, Bible studies, church
meetings, special events, weddings and funerals. Live
streaming allows people to connect with the church
even when they can’t be here in person. In the past we
would share audio cassettes, with todays technology we
can bring church to folks via their phones, computers
and other internet devices. Starting this month we will
begin with our initial broadcasts! You will be able to
access them on our Facebook page and YouTube.

For the Tithe.ly App. Go to either your google or Apple
store. Type in ELCA Tithe.ly and you'll see "ELCA
GIVING TOOL BY TITHE.LY (you can also just use
the green Tithe.ly app). The ELCA tool allows you to
get ELCA magazines, news, videos etc... Once there
and downloaded: Search for your congregation, type in
"Our Savior's Lutheran" you see that three churches
come up: two in Iowa and us! Click on us. Then you'll
have the ability to make a donation on line. You will
have the option to give to the General Fund, Building
Fun, Flowers, Disaster Relief and Special Events.

The funds for this new and innovative technology are
being provided by the Endowment Fund. The
Endowment Fund of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church is
meant to be a vehicle by which we are able to bring
new and innovative ministry to our community. While
the principal is not touched, the interest in our
Endowment Fund is available for use. Funds from the
Endowment Fund will be used to finance our Live
Streaming (about $1,200) a year) for the next three
years. Currently we have over $100,000 in our
Endowment. Your gifts to the Endowment Fund will
continue to bless OSLC for generations to come.

Check it out today! Download the
app, or you can just go to:
https://tithe.ly/give and search for
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
and School, San Clemente.

If you would like to help with the Live Stream
broadcasts or learn more contact Rich Kirkpatrick.
MINISTRY EXPANSION (FELLOWSHIP HALL)!!
DID YOU GET YOUR BUILDING PACKET!!!
Packets will be given out on Sunday October 28 and
November 4th. We hope you had a chance to attend our
Reformation Day Festival and see the footprint of what
will be our new edition! This is very exciting. We have a
vision of being able to expand our ministry into the
community with the addition of a Fellowship Hall here on campus. Not only will this provide for our day to day
ministry needs: a place for school ministry to gather for performances and special events, a place for large meetings
and gatherings such as weddings, memorials and congregational fellowship; but it will allow us to extend our
ministry into our community. What do we mean by extending our ministry into the community? Imagine having a
dedicated space that can be used to do good! To provide for like minded organizations who are carrying out Jesus
command to love one another. Perhaps it will be giving space to Scouts or Senior’s or FAM or Lutheran Social
Services…the possibilities are only limited by our love for others. There is a dream that we might even be able to
provide a place once a week where caregivers might be able to bring their loved ones. The point is to share the love
of Jesus—and that’s why this is such an important effort! It’s about sharing the love of Christ!
We are nearly half way to our goal (adjusted slightly for rising costs). Please consider a generous gift to this effort!
As part of our REFORMATION CELEBRATION, we will be asking everyone to prayerfully consider helping to
make this ministry tool a reality here at Our Savior’s.
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November 2018
November is here and with it come “the holidays”. I look forward to this time of year and all that it includes. One
of my favorite holidays is Thanksgiving. I enjoy the traditional foods,
the gathering of friends and family and, of course, giving thanks for all the blessings in my life.
The concept of “giving thanks” was taught to me at an early age.
Before meals, I learned, almost as soon as I could speak to say,
God is great, God is good,
And we thank Him for our food. Amen
Our family still says a prayer of thanksgiving before eating together. However, not only is giving thanks
something we should do in gratitude, but it is also good for our health to give thanks. Here are 4 benefits of
gratitude from the Greater Good Science Center at UC Berkeley. The subjects on whom the article was based were
300 people seeking mental health counseling at the University. Here is the link if you would like to read the entire
article. https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/how_gratitude_changes_you_and_your_brain
1. Gratitude unshackles us from toxic emotions
First, by analyzing the words used by participants in each of the two writing groups, we were able to
understand the mechanisms behind the mental health benefits of gratitude letter writing. We compared the
percentage of positive emotion words, negative emotion words, and “we” words (first-person plural words)
that participants used in their writing. Not surprisingly, those in the gratitude writing group used a higher
percentage of positive emotion words and “we” words, and a lower proportion of negative emotion words,
than those in the other writing group.
However, people who used more positive emotion words and more “we” words in their gratitude letters didn’t
necessarily have better mental health later. It was only when people used fewer negative emotion words in
their letters that they were significantly more likely to report better mental health. In fact, it was the lack of
negative emotion words—not the abundance of positive words—that explained the mental health gap between
the gratitude writing group and the other writing group.
Perhaps this suggests that gratitude letter writing produces better mental health by shifting one’s attention
away from toxic emotions, such as resentment and envy. When you write about how grateful you are to others
and how much other people have blessed your life, it might become considerably harder for you to ruminate
on your negative experiences.
2. Gratitude helps even if you don’t share it
We told participants who were assigned to write gratitude letters that they weren’t required to send their letters
to their intended recipient. In fact, only 23 percent of participants who wrote gratitude letters sent them. But
those who didn’t send their letters enjoyed the benefits of experiencing gratitude nonetheless. (Because the
number of people who sent their letters was so small, it was hard for us to determine whether this group’s
mental health was better than those who didn’t send their letter.)
This suggests that the mental health benefits of writing gratitude letters are not entirely dependent on actually
communicating that gratitude to another person.
So if you’re thinking of writing a letter of gratitude to someone, but you’re unsure whether you want that
person to read the letter, we encourage you to write it anyway. You can decide later whether to send it (and we
think it’s often a good idea to do so). But the mere act of writing the letter can help you appreciate the people
in your life and shift your focus away from negative feelings and thoughts.
3. Gratitude’s benefits take time
It’s important to note that the mental health benefits of gratitude writing in our study did not emerge
immediately, but gradually accrued over time. Although the different groups in our study did not differ in
mental health levels one week after the end of the writing activities, individuals in the gratitude group reported
better mental health than the others four weeks after the writing activities, and this difference in mental health
became even larger 12 weeks after the writing activities.
Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4

These results are encouraging because many other studies suggest that the mental health benefits of positive
activities often decrease rather than increase over time afterward. We don’t really know why this positive
snowball effect occurred in our study. Perhaps the gratitude letter writers discussed what they wrote in their
letters with their counselors or with others. These conversations may have reinforced the psychological
benefits derived from the gratitude writing itself.
For now, the bottom line is this: If you participate in a gratitude writing activity, don’t be too surprised if you
don’t feel dramatically better immediately after the writing. Be patient and remember that the benefits of
gratitude might take time to kick in.
4. Gratitude has lasting effects on the brain
About three months after the psychotherapy sessions began, we took some of the people who wrote gratitude
letters and compared them with those who didn’t do any writing. We wanted to know if their brains were
processing information differently.
We used an fMRI scanner to measure brain activity while people from each group did a “pay it forward” task.
In that task, the individuals were regularly given a small amount of money by a nice person, called the
“benefactor.” This benefactor only asked that they pass the money on to someone if they felt grateful. Our
participants then decided how much of the money, if any, to pass on to a worthy cause (and we did in fact
donate that money to a local charity).
We wanted to distinguish donations motivated by gratitude from donations driven by other motivations, like
feelings of guilt or obligation. So we asked the participants to rate how grateful they felt toward the
benefactor, and how much they wanted to help each charitable cause, as well as how guilty they would feel if
they didn’t help. We also gave them questionnaires to measure how grateful they are in their lives in general.
We found that across the participants, when people felt more grateful, their brain activity was distinct from
brain activity related to guilt and the desire to help a cause. More specifically, we found that when people who
are generally more grateful gave more money to a cause, they showed greater neural sensitivity in the medial
prefrontal cortex, a brain area associated with learning and decision making. This suggests that people who are
more grateful are also more attentive to how they express gratitude.
Most interestingly, when we compared those who wrote the gratitude letters with those who didn’t, the
gratitude letter writers showed greater activation in the medial prefrontal cortex when they experienced
gratitude in the fMRI scanner. This is striking as this effect was found three months after the letter writing
began. This indicates that simply expressing gratitude may have lasting effects on the brain. While not
conclusive, this finding suggests that practicing gratitude may help train the brain to be more sensitive to the
experience of gratitude down the line, and this could contribute to improved mental health over time.
I commit to having an “attitude of gratitude” this holiday season. In the words of Norman Vincent Peale,
“Repetition of the same thought or physical action develops into a habit which, repeated frequently enough,
becomes an automatic reflex”. What a wonderful habit to develop!
In His Service ~
Karen Skipper, Director of Music

Something to think about...
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Youth and Children’s Ministry
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries
ask you to search your heart and see if this is a way
that your family can share in Christ’s command to
“Love one another as I have loved you”. If the Holy
Spirit is speaking to you about this then please let me
know and I will be happy to include your family at
your convenience.

Thankful
During the month of November we in the United
States are called to give thanks, to count our
blessings, and perhaps even share a small portion of
the abundance that we have been blessed to be able
to earn. The Thanksgiving holiday is a uniquely
American tradition that combines history, family,
and in the Christian home, God. I am beyond grateful
for the many wonderful people in my life and the
beautiful church family that my family is part of. I
am also grateful for all of the adults that make it a
priority to be involved in the youth ministry here at
Our Savior’s. Whether their service comes in the
form of sponsoring a weekly youth group meeting,
providing snacks for said meetings, helping as a
driver for an off-site event, planning a summer
service trip, preparing and serving a meal at the
Gilchrist House or Welcome Inn, the list goes on and
on and I cannot thank you enough.

To sign up to host a dinner follow this link
https://tinyurl.com/y9ltlvvd
Thank you and God bless you this holiday season.
Bob Cooper,
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry

November Youth Calendar
November 4 - Sunday
4th/5th Grade Confirmation 9:45am, YR
HSYG 6:00pm, YR
November 7 - Wednesday
Youth Band 6:00pm, YR
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
November 10 - Saturday
FAM Food Distribution 8:00am
November 11 - Sunday
4th/5th Grade Confirmation 9:45am, YR
HSYG 6:00pm, YR
November 12- Monday
Welcome Inn 4:00pm, Doheny
November 13 - Tuesday
Gilchrist House 6:00pm
November 14 - Wednesday
Youth Band 6:00pm, YR
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
November 17 - Saturday
HSYG Destination Unknown
November 18- Sunday
4th Grade Bible Study
4th/5th Grade Confirmation 9:45am, YR
No HSYG
November 21- Wednesday
No Youth Band - No MSYG
November 25 - Sunday
4th/5th Grade Confirmation 9:45am, YR
HSYG 6:00pm, YR
November 28 - Wednesday
Youth Band 6:00pm, YR
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
November 30 - Friday
Family Night Bowling 6:00pm

Speaking of the Gilchrist House, I’d like to offer any
interested persons an opportunity to be involved in
this important ministry. In today’s climate of
understanding just how badly many women are
treated and how difficult it can be for them, the
Gilchrist House in some cases is truly a life saver. So
what is the Gilchrist House?
Gilchrist House, owned and operated by Family
Assistance Ministries (FAM), is a transitional shelter
for single women and women with children under 12
years of age that are dealing with substance or
domestic abuse. Residents may stay at the shelter for
up to a year as they progress through the program.
Residents must be clean and sober and must be
employable. For the past ten years the youth ministry
along with some very gracious host families has
provided a monthly dinner and some caring
conversations with the women and children living
there.
We serve on the second Tuesday of each month, the
host family will plan and provide a simple meal and
together we go to Gilchrist House to eat, pray, and
sing with the ladies and kids, families with children
are encouraged to participate as the Gilchrist kids
love having other kids visit and play with them. We
have every month on the 2019 calendar available and
need new host families to step in and serve. I would
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Our Savior’s Youth Ministry Presents

Family Bowling
Night

Friday, November 30
Forest Lanes, Lake Forest
22771 Centre Dr.
Lake Forest, CA 92630

Meet @ Bowling Alley at6:00pm
Return at 9:00pm
 Cost is $25.00
 Includes Bowling, Shoes, Pizza and
Soda dinner at the snack bar
 Sign up by November 23rd
 All ages welcome!
SIGN-UP IN CHURCH OFFICE 492-6164
or b.cooper@oursaviorsonline.com
Return to church office with $25 per person
______ Yes I want my family to attend
Family Bowling Night
Family name and number of attendees’
_____________________________________

SPROUT Thanksgiving Feast
Wednesday Class ~ November 14
Thursday Class ~ November 15

Best phone/email to reach you:
_____________________________________

If you have a prayer request for the
Weekly Messenger and/or Prayer Chain please call
the church office at (949) 492-6164 or send an
e-mail to oslcsec@sbcglobal.net
7

What’s Happening at Our Savior’s

C

An Abundance of Thanks

hristmas is coming and the
Worship & Music Ministry is
already planning the decorations for
our Sanctuary and Narthex!
As in past years, the congregation will
have an opportunity to purchase
Poinsettias “In Honor or In Memory” of a loved one.
The price is $15.00 each and more than one may be
purchased. These beautiful Poinsettias will adorn the
Altar and Sanctuary Christmas Eve. The Poinsettias
may be taken home after Christmas.

A WORSHIP OF THANKSGIVING

Look for the insert in the Weekly Messengers
beginning November 18 through December 16.
Thank you for your support and don't forget
Christmas is just around the corner. We will have
beautiful candlelight services that you won't want to
miss. Come and sing praises and celebrate the birth
of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Sunday Evening ~ November 18 at 6:00pm
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Join us Sunday Night November 18th at 6:00pm as
we gather for our traditional Thanksgiving Week
worship.
A good Thanksgiving is impossible without a keen
memory. Only when we stir up our memory of the
events of the past years, and recognize the hand of
the Lord in them, will we be prompted to declare our
thanks.
“Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being
praise his holy name. Praise the Lord, O my soul,
don’t forget a single blessing! He forgives all my
sins and heals all my diseases. He ransoms me from
death and surrounds me with love and tender
mercies. He fills my life with good things. My youth
is renewed like the eagle’s. O my soul, praise
God! Don’t forget a single blessing!”
Psalm 103:1-4

|
6:00

Christmas Eve Worship
Monday ~ December 24, 2018
Noon & 4:30pm
6:30pm & 11:00pm

8

- 10:00
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Weekly Walking Group
The walking group continues to meet each Tuesday
morning at 8:00am on the corner of Vista Hermosa
and Costa Azul, to walk the Sea Summit Trails.
All OWLs and OWLs in training
(those below 55) are welcome to join us!

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:50am to 10:25am ▪ Founders Room
“Hebrews—the sermon that connects the Old and
the New Testament.” Together we’ll take a look
at the 19th book in the New Testament. Join us in
the Founders Room.

OWLs Monthly Luncheon @ Christ Lutheran
Our November Luncheon will be held this month
at Christ Lutheran Church in San Clemente
on Tuesday, November 13 at 11:30am.
See flier on next page for all the information.
RSVP by November 9 to:
secretary@clcsanclemente.org
or call (949) 494-2621

Wednesday Manna Bible Study
11:00am to 12:15pm ▪ Founders Room
Manna Bible Study—where we look at the
lessons to be read for the following Sunday.
There is no better way to prepare for worship
then reading together the scriptures that will be
shared and you might even help formulate the
sermon! Join us in the Founders Room.
No Biblical experience necessary.
No Class Wednesday - November 21
Thanksgiving Eve

9:00am-1:00pm
11:00am-12:15pm
5:30pm-6:30pm
6:00pm-6:30pm
6:30pm-8:00pm
6:45pm-8:00pm
7:15pm-8:00pm

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
5:30pm to 6:30pm ▪ Founders Room
(Childcare needed...contact Pastor Jeff)
“Judgement and Grace—we’ll follow the tragic
course of events in the kingdom of Judah after
the fall of the kingdom of Israel. We’ll explore
sections of 2 Kings, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and
Habakkuk looking in the midst of judgement for
the grace of God’s word and how the past reflects
our own time.
No Class Wednesday - November 21
Thanksgiving Eve
Saturday
November 10, 2018
7:00am - 8:30am
Calling all men…

Sprout Class Wed & Thurs, Rm 5
Manna Bible Study, FR
Adult Bible Study, FR
Youth Band, YR
Middle School Youth Group, YR
Celebration Singers, Sanc
6th Grade Confirmation, Sanc

We are in the process of gathering a new member’s
group for the Fall/Winter 2018. If you are interested
in becoming a member of Our Savior’s please signup in the Narthex or call/e-mail the church office at
(949) 492-6164 or oslcsec@sbcglobal.net.

You are invited to join us for
a men's breakfast at OSLC.
RSVP: John Mulligan at mulli63@gmail.com
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS
Just a friendly reminder that ALL activities are open to all: Congregation,
School Families and Friends. We are all Sent to Serve!

NOVEMBER FALL FOOD DRIVE for FAM
Our annual Fall Food Drive for Family Assistance Ministries will run the entire month of November to help
stock the food pantries for the winter months. Please donate non-perishable, healthy food items that your
family likes to eat to the Narthex or your classroom. Diapers (Size 5) are also needed.
ITEMS MOST NEEDED (No Glass Please!)
Applesauce Fruit Cups | Juice Boxes | Peanut Butter | Jelly | Instant Oatmeal
Tuna | Chili | Soup | Pasta | Rice | Quinoa | Granola Bars | Cereal | Crackers
Challenge yourself to donate something each week.
Thank you for your generosity. NO GLASS, please!
Challenge yourself to donate something each week. Thank you for your generosity!

Christmas Giving Tree ~ Family Assistance Ministries
Shoe Collection ~ November 18 – December 12
Our Giving Tree will be
devoted to collecting NEW
athletic shoes (sneakers) for
elementary age children through FAM. The shoes will
be distributed at FAM’s Christmas party on Saturday,
December 15th, which means we MUST have all shoes
by Wednesday, December 12th. You may choose a tag
from the tree or simply purchase a pair of sneakers
Children Size 12 - Adult Size 6 and bring to the
Narthex.
This project requires many volunteers on the day of the
party: Deliver shoes to the community center, Set-up the
shoe store, Assist children with trying on shoes and tear-down at the end of the party. If you can help with any
of these tasks please contact Linda Howard at (949) 422-5258 or howard.ljh55@gmail.com. It is a fun and
joyful event and you will be rewarded with lots of smiles!
Welcome Inn Meal Service
Mondays ~ Nov 12th & Dec 10th

Sent to Serve with Love
Watch for the Sign-Up Genius email from the church office. We invite you to donate
menu items & $5 Carl’s Jr cards. We also need people to come with us to serve the
dinner at Doheny State Park. Also, if you ever have travel size toiletries to donate, please leave them in the
narthex and we will hand those out, too. We welcome your participation and thank you for your donations!
Our Welcome INN coordinator is Heidi Works, hsworks7@cox.net or (949) 212-0803.
As we move into the winter months, we will collect warm clothing and new white athletic socks for Welcome
INN guests. Please leave warm new or gently-used beanies, flannel shirts, sweatshirts and outerwear in GOOD
condition in the Narthex. Thank you!
Continued on page 12
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Continued from page 11

Salute to Military Stars
Friday | November 9th at 6:00pm

Social Concerns Education Opportunity
Sunday - November 18th at 9:45am
International Sanctuary

Tickets ($60/person) may still be available for
San Clemente Military Family Outreach’s
Fall Fundraiser at Talega Golf Club!
Please contact Mary Jayne Bellamy
maryjayne1023@yahoo.com or (949) 492-2017
at church or online
www.militaryfamilyoutreach.com.

The Social Concerns ministry team is excited to host
special guest speaker, Susan Cramm, from
International Sanctuary headquartered in Irvine.
Susan, a former OSLS parent, is COO of iSanctuary.
You are probably familiar with iSanctuary’s social
enterprise, Purpose Jewelry, because we host a sale
every December featuring their products. Please join
us in the Founders Room to learn about how
International Sanctuary restores health and hope to
women who have been rescued from human
trafficking here in Orange County and in their
sanctuaries in India, Uganda and Mexico. The
presentation will end in time for you to attend the
10:30am service.

This annual event honors service
members and their families at a
dinner with music, silent/live
auction, and more. All proceeds
support SCMFO’s annual
Thanksgiving dinner giveaway to
1,000 families on Camp Pendleton
and ongoing programs and
assistance for military families.

Mary’s Feast & Baby Shower
Wednesday - December 5 at 6:00pm
Bella Colina Golf Club, San Clemente
The annual Mary’s Feast is a joyful way to usher in the
season of advent. Join women from many local churches
to fellowship and serve our local military families at
Camp Pendleton. Each guest is invited to bring new,
unwrapped baby clothing, diapers, blankets, gift cards, etc
for infants through 24 months or 2T. Ticket proceeds and
donated items will be used for San Clemente Military
Family Outreach’s baby shower in January.

Purpose Jewelry Sale
Sunday December 2, 2018
after each morning worship
Join the fight against
human trafficking by
supporting
International
Sanctuary at our Purpose
Jewelry sale event on
Sunday, December 2nd
after each morning service.
Bring a credit card!

Tickets are $50.00 each and includes a delicious buffet
dinner and Christmas entertainment. There is no dress
code – dress as elegantly or as comfortably as you wish.
If you would like to attend so we can reserve an
“Our Savior’s” table. please contact:
Mary Jayne Bellamy maryjayne1023@yahoo.com or
(949) 492-2017
Hallie Stohler Hallie.stohler@gmail.com
or (949) 291-3611

Purpose Jewelry is giving
freedom to girls and
women around the world.
Every piece is handcrafted
with love by a survivor of
human trafficking. The art of jewelry making paired
with holistic care ensures every artisan has dignity
and hope for the future. Each tag is hand-signed by
the young woman who made it. You can see their
beautiful creations at purposejewelry.org.

Make checks payable to
St. Andrews
United Methodist
memo: Mary’s Feast.
Invite a friend!
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OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
TREASURER’S FINANCIAL REPORT
AUGUST 2018
Average August Attendance

COUNCIL NOTES
October 2018
 Buildings and Grounds: Chuck Pridham - Chuck
and Brian have done a lot of projects! Guess which
project they are tired of doing – Sprinkler Repairs!
If you love this job then please Help Chuck.
itscbp@cox.net
 Stewardship: Debbie Cloninger - be on the
lookout for your Stewardship Packet to come! It’s
Your Church!! Let’s take care of it!! Any questions
about volunteering or giving
debbie.dloninger@me.com
 Social Concerns: Hallie Stohler - Did you see the
60 quilts?? The 200 Health Kits?? I did!! I
delivered these to the Lutheran World Relief truck
to distribute. My truck still smells like Irish
Spring! The Social Concerns group is on Fire!!
They help people all over the world!! The Social
Concern meetings are Open to men, women and
children. hallie.stohler@gmail.com
 Fellowship: Collette LaClair - Collette has
booked us at the Talega Golf Club for a Christmas
dinner and fun on Monday December 3rd. Please
make plans to attend. This is on my calendar and I
can’t wait! I love food and I love Christmas so I am
going! lacmur@cox.net
 Treasurer: Bruce Quade - We are doing fine. A
little down from last year due to infrastructure in
the office. Boring as usual but that is how we like
our finances! No drama! Bquade3@hotmail.com
 Youth and Family: Kelly Mathiesen - Kelly has
been very busy with the youth! Pre-confirmation
classes, K1 Speed, Boomers, Dinner with Gilchrist
House and distributing food! These guys are getting
things done. Great job Yutes!
ksmathiesen29@gmail.com
 Evangelism: Karen Coffee - Karen wants you to
go on the website and check it out! It is so cool and
getting more awesome every week! If you want to
help evangelize or reach out contact:
coffeemom777@aol.com
 Christian Education: Roberta Wall - Roberta
Wall is looking for Sunday School teachers! This is
an exciting outreach!! You can teach at both
services or just one. Please let Roberta know that
you are going to Love It!
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Average Weekly Offering

$ 8,574

Budget Requirement

$11,809
August 2018

FYTD

Unrestricted Gifts

$34,298

$71,192

Budget

$47,236

$94,473

Annual member contributions for the Month ending
August 31, 2018 were 27.39% BELOW the Congregation
approved annual budget needs. As a reminder when you
travel and are away from the Church please reflect on
your ongoing pledges to help assist the Church in meeting
our commitments. We thank you for your continued
support and dedication to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church.
Building Fund for August 31, 2018: $278,018.66
Building Fund as of October 31, 2018: $298,713.03
Designated Gifts

August 2018

FYTD

World Hunger

$591

$1,311

Habitat for Humanity $518
Total

$1,109

$803
$2,114

Church Mortgage Balance: $ 509,514.08
*monthly mortgage payment for the classroom
building is paid from the school funds
Thank You For Your Stewardship!
God Bless,
Bruce Quade, Treasurer

Like us on Facebook
Church
www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline

School

Respectfully Submitted by,
M’Liz Kelly | Council Secretary

www.facebook.com/osls.sc
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Three Simple Ways to Help Our School

November 2018 - Preschool News

If you buy groceries, office supplies or shop at
Amazon.com, you can raise funds for Our Savior’s
Lutheran School:

The preschool continues to grow and we have
welcomed Kathy Shian to our team as the aid for
the three years olds in Mrs. Clark’s class on
MWF. We have such a great team of teachers at
our preschool. We begin the month with
Parent/Teacher conferences on November 2nd.
The school is closed to students on those dates.
Our class parties will be on November 15 and 16.
We have so much to be thankful here at the
preschool and we wish you all a very Happy
Thanksgiving. We are offering Thanksgiving
Camp to our students on November 19, 20 and
21. You can sign up in the office. Preschool will
be closed on the 22nd and 23rd so everyone can
spend time with their family.

RALPH'S Community Partners
Ralph’s will donate 2-4% of your purchases to OSLS
when you use your registered Ralph’s Card. To
register, open an account or login to your account at
www.ralphs.com. Next, go to the Community
Partners tab at the top of the page and pull down the
menu "Ralph's Community Contributions.” Click on
"Participant" and follow the instructions to sign up.
The school code is "80484" or "Our Saviors
Lutheran School, San Clemente" (make sure you
choose Our Savior’s Lutheran in San Clemente!) One
REALLY important thing to remember is that you
must reregister every September 1 or the
contributions stop. Now is the perfect time to set up
your account for this year!

We have had our first coaching visit provided to
us from OC Quality Start and we are thrilled to be
given a very dedicated coach to help us learn
about current best practices in Early Childhood.
Our coach will be focusing on the CLASS tool
which was developed by mental health
professionals and trains teachers how to have
conversations with children and focus on their
social emotional development. Look for the lawn
sign they will be giving us to advertise our
participation in OC Quality Start.

www.smile.amazon.com
Are you an Amazon.com buyer? When you enter the
website via www.smile.amazon.com and designate
Our Saviors Lutheran Church and Schools as the
recipient, Amazon donates a percentage of your
purchases to our school. Same great prices and
shipping deals as the regular Amazon.
Thrivent Action Teams
If you are a Thrivent Financial benefit member, you
have two ways to raise money. You can designate
your quarterly Thrivent Choice dollars for either the
school or church. You are also eligible for up to two
Thrivent Action Team grants each year. Action Teams
are formed for specific projects. Once approved,
Thrivent provides a $250 debit card for seed money
to get your project rolling. Most fundraisers and
campus facility projects qualify. Contact Linda
Howard, howard.ljh55@gmail.com if you are a
member and want help getting started.

We have also had our first coaching visit from
UCLA. The coach they provide will be focusing
on the classroom environment and we were
awarded three hours of free coaching per month.
We are very grateful to have coach Jody work
with us so frequently.
Blessings,
Joan
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2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
Holy Communion

First Sunday of the month

Third Sunday of each month

Last Sunday of the month

4 “World Hunger”

5

6

7

8:00 OWLs Walk

9:00 Sprout, Rm 5
11:00 Manna FR
5:30 Adult Bible Study, FR
6:00 Youth Band, YR
6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration Singers
7:15 6th Grade Conf

“All Saints’ Sunday”

15

8:30 Bold Worship
9:45 Adult Education
9:45 4th/5th Conf Mtg
10:30 Classic Worship
6:00 HSYG

11

12 No School

13

14

8:00 OWLs Walk

6:30 Council Meeting

18 “Building Fund”

19 Thanksgiving Break

20 Thanksgiving Break

21 Thanksgiving Break

8:30 Bold Worship
9:45 Adult Education
4th/5th Conf, International
Sanctuary Mtg
10:30 Classic Worship

9:30 Women’s Bible
Study, Evey Thomsen

6:00 Gilchrist House

8:00 OWLs Walk

8:30 Bold Worship
9:45 Adult Ed
9:45 4th/5th Conf Mtg

10:30 Classic Worship
6:00 Evening Worship

26 School Resumes

27
8:00 OWLs Walk
9:00 Women’s Bible
Study, Bonnie Little

2

3

8

9

10
7:00 Men’s Breakfast
@OSLC

9:00 Sprout, Rm 5
6:00pm Salute to
Military Stars

16

9:00 Sprout, Rm 5

28
9:00 Sprout, Rm 5
11:00 Manna FR
5:30 Adult Bible Study, FR
6:00 Youth Band, YR
6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration Singers
7:15 6th Grade Conf

8:00 FAM Food
Distribution

17
6:30 HSYG “Destination
Unknown”

22 Thanksgiving Break

23 Thanksgiving Break

Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed

No Wednesday
Activities

6:00 Special Service of
Thanksgiving

25 “Habitat”

Sat

1

15

4:00 Welcome Inn Dinner

11:30 OWLs Luncheon @
Christ Lutheran

Fri

Served every Sunday

9:00 Sprout, Rm 5
11:00 Manna FR
5:30 Adult Bible Study, FR
6:00 Youth Band, YR
6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration Singers
7:15 6th Grade Conf

8:30 Bold Worship
9:45 Adult Education
9:45 4th/5th Conf Mtg
10:30 Classic Worship
6:00 HSYG

Thu

29

30

9:00 Sprout, Rm 5

6:00 Family Bowling
Night

24
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church & School
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“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
WORSHIP HOURS
8:30am ~ Bold Worship, Sunday School
9:45am ~ Adult Education
9:45am ~ 4th/5th Grade Confirmation
10:30am ~ Classic Worship, Sunday School
6:00pm ~ High School Youth Group
Nursery Care available all at all services for children 4 and under!
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