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Advent has always been my favorite time of the 

year. I like the fact that we can look confidently into 

the future knowing that Christmas will come, even 

though we have 4 weeks to get there. This might 

sound a little simplistic, but in some ways Advent 

provides great spiritual meaning and support for our 

lives. 

 

Waiting: Being able to wait, or perhaps we should 

say patience, is a virtue that most of us donôt want. 

After all we live in the age of the ATM machine, the 

Microwave oven, streaming, live casting and 

purchasing anything I want in the world and having 

it delivered to me in 2 days via Amazon Prime. Our 

desire to live in a world where our needs and wants 

are instantaneously satisfied is an illusion. In real 

life the test results donôt come back within 30 

minutes. In real life the courtroom hearing takes 

longer than an hour. In real life the surgery and 

recovery is a matter of months. In real life it takes 

years to re-establish the trust that has been broken 

between friends, brothers and sisters.  

 

Advent is the spoiler to all my delusions of instant 

gratification. But the lesson I learn is that within the 

waiting lies opportunities that help me grow, 

understand and mature as a human being. Tom Petty 

once sang that ñthe waiting is the hardest partò and it 

might just beébut it can be a truly important part of 

the journey as well. 

 

Light shines in the darkness: As we live into these 

four Sundays of Advent we are also (here in the 

northern hemisphere) encountering the darkest days 

of the year. Even though we live in the land of Palm 

trees that donôt take on a Fall hiatus, we are 

cognizant of the darkness that grows slightly longer 

each and every day. And what do we do in the midst 

of the darkness; we lite a candle. As the darkness 

gets longer we light an additional candle and we 

keep going until the darkness is in full retreat and the 

days grow longer.  

 

So it is with life. There are dark times that would 

make the greatest of optimists despondent. But in 

Advent we learn the universal truth that the light will 

not be denied! That the light shines in the darkness 

and the darkness cannot overcome it! (John 1) 

Advent is a perpetual light that shines to remind me 

of the hope I have in Christ. 

 

Preparation: This might seem like a strange lesson 

but Advent reminds me that there is preparation that 

is needed as we journey through life. Just as the 

sanctuary week after week begins to fill with more 

and more decorations; so the Christian life needs to 

prepare for the journey ahead of us. How do we do 

that? We gather to hear the word of God gladly. We 

join in the fellowship of Christian community. We 

partake of the sacraments. We participate in the 

mutual consolation of the saints; that is fancy 

theological language that means we talk to each 

other and share about lifeôs ups and downs.  

 

And perhaps something we donôt think about too 

much; but we look to mentors who witness to us 

how to navigate the realities of life. We are not just 

puppets on the end of Godôs cosmic string, but we 

have been given charge over many things and the 

freedom to make a variety of choices. The more 

prepared, or maybe I should use the word 

ógroundedô we are the better those choices and 

responsibilities will turn out. 

 

So I encourage you to enjoy this Advent season and 

have an eye out for the lessons it might teach.  

Christmas will come; but until then we have much to 

learn, ponder and even work to do! 

 

Peace,  
 

Pastor Jeff  

Pastorôs Page 
 

ADVENT MUSINGS:  2016 
by Pastor Jeff Frohner 
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December Birthdays, Anniversaries & More 

Barbara Hume                   12/1 

Audrey Seals   12/3 

Loretta Cooper                 12/4 

Brandon Young                  12/4 

Emelia Aasland                 12/5 

Casey Brock   12/6 

Alina Martin   12/6 

Gared Wilcox                   12/6 

Ronan Murphy/Lischalk 12/7 

Sally Lorimer                  12/9 

Timothy Skipper  12/11 

Keagan Banks   12/12 

Collette LaClair  12/13 

Richard Turner  12/13 

Annika Salwender  12/15 

Steve Kos   12/16 

Susan Mendoza  12/16 

Julie Doyle   12/17 

Spencer Hamil   12/17 

Kitty Schmitt                  12/17 

Myrna Farell   12/18 

Jennifer Gabira  12/18 

Julie McClure   12/18 

Marlise Banks   12/19 

Adriann Cardoso  12/20 

Presley Rennie  12/20 

Mike Calvert                   12/21 

Martin Shira   12/21 

Tim Hecht   12/22 

Deborah Ramm  12/22 

Mike Boquet   12/23 

Michael Fitzhugh  12/23 

Jeff Young   12/23 

Janet Oakley   12/24 

Debbi Townsend  12/24 

Alice Buswell                  12/25 

Rev. Karin Boye  12/28 

Norma Harkness                   12/28 

Luke Overin                    12/28 

~ Birthdays ~  

Brian & Pam Burgett  12/6 

Chris & Kim Lindholm 12/8 

Coby & Liz Derdzinske 12/11 

Dane & Amede Hanson 12/13 

Mark & Betty Colby  12/29 

~ Anniversaries ~  
Donate Online 

www.oursaviorsonline.net 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Wednesday ~ December 21, 2016 at 7:00pm 

@ St. Andrewôs By the Sea UMC 
 

Last year we began here at Our Saviorôs what we hope will be a gift 

for decades to come: Longest Night Worship for those who are 

grieving or finding the holidays a more solemn time. Our dream was 

to create a service and invite our fellow Christians to come together in 

solidarity the week before Christmas. Sometimes known as a ñBlue 

Christmasò worship, this worship service recognizes that for many the 

holidays are a trying time as they work through loss and grief of any 

kind.  
 

This year we are pleased to announce that our friends at: 

St. Andrewôs By the Sea United Methodist Church (949) 492-2537  

2001 Calle Frontera · San Clemente, CA  92673  

will be hosting the service.    
 

Pastor Jeff will be the guest preacher. Please let others know about 

this worship opportunity that takes seriously the loss that people feel 

at this time of the year and takes us into the light of Christ. 

PRESCHOOL  

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP!  

Saturday ~ December 24th at 3:00pm 
 

An abbreviated worship experience tailor made 

for young families will begin at 3:00pm on 

Christmas Eve and last about 35 minutes. It will feature a fun way 

to hear the story of Jesus birth, familiar Christmas songs and a 

chance for our young ones to participate. TELL YOUR FRIENDS! 
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Designated Gifts Sept 2016 2016 YTD 

World Hunger $   597 $1,814 

Habitat for Humanity $   315  $1,369 

Total $   912 $3,183 

OUR SAVIORôS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

TREASURERôS FINANCIAL REPORT  

SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

Average September Attendance:                       189 people 

Average Weekly Offering:                    $    8,262/wk 

Budget Requirement:                                 $  10,963/wk
  
 

   Sept 2016                    FYTD 
Unrestricted Gifts:   $33,047               $ 101,645 

Budget:               $43,850               $ 131,551 
 

These are your gifts to the church through general 

envelopes and plate offerings; they are used for operating 

budget expenses. Annual member contributions for the 

month ending September 30, 2016 were 22.73% BELOW 

the Congregation approved annual budget. Please 

support the church with your continued pledges to assist 

in maintaining our ongoing responsibilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Church Mortgage Balance:  $ 556,605.89 

*monthly mortgage payment for the classroom  

building is paid from the school funds 
 

Thank You For Your Stewardship! 

God Bless, Bruce Quade ~ Treasurer 

The ELCA Good Gifts catalogue 

and webpage allows you to óbuyô 

a gift for everyone on your list. 

The difference is that the gift you 

buy will go directly to help a 

needy family, proclaim the Gospel 

and share the love of Christ in the world. Itôs pretty 

simple and straight forward. If you need help Gay in 

the church office can walk you through it. Consider 

giving a gift that really matters this year!  

https://www.elca.org/goodgifts 

WHAT DO YOU GET THE PERSON  

WHO HAS EVERYTHING:  

A Pig or maybe a Goat!  

Thank you to everyone who so faithfully helped us 

ñPass It Onò in regards to our annual stewardship 

program! We have been called together to be an out-

post for the Gospel here in San Clemente and your 

continued support and participation in this ministry 

is vital to our ability to make a difference both at 

home and abroad each and every day.   

 

As of today, we have received 32 of our 37 packets 

in the church office.  PLEASE if you still have a 

packet, pass it on, or call the church office and we 

will come and pick it up. I know you donôt want to 

deprive others of an opportunity, so please keep 

them moving! So far over 75% of our members have 

responded with an estimate of giving card/how can I 

serve on Sunday card. Well done! We still have over 

20 family families that are connected to the 5 packets 

remainingðso we are hopeful that we might get an 

80% return. 

 

If you have not returned you estimate of giving card 

and Sunday morning serving card please do so as 

soon as possible. Even if you are unable to mark a 

estimated gift, let us know by adding your AMEN: 

Iôll give as I am able to the response of your sisters 

and brothers in Christ here at Our Saviorôs.    

 

ñSo, my son, throw yourself into this work for Christ. 

Pass on what you heard from meðthe whole congre-

gation saying Amen!ò 2 Timothy 2.1 (The Message) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If you have a prayer request for the  

Weekly Messenger and/or Prayer Chain  

e-mail or call the church office at: 

 oslcsec@sbcglobal.net  

(949) 492-6164. 

https://community.elca.org/elcagoodgifts
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We 
Giv

e Because  



http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20309270,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20309270,00.html










http://www.oursaviorsonline.net




http://welcomeinnoc.org
mailto:hsworks7@cox.net
http://www.purposejewelry.org







