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Confessions of a Stuffaholic!
I’ve got too much stuff. I can make myself feel better
by reminding myself that I don’t have as much stuff
as some of you, but I have more than others, and the
reality is that I have too much.
I pulled out a
sweatshirt the other day from my Freshman year of
college--Occidental Football 1984….hmmm….that
was over 30 years ago. I also have one from my
Sophomore, Junior and Senior years. We have boxes
that haven’t been opened since we moved to San
Clemente and I have a sneaking suspicion they
weren’t opened in Washington State either!
But here’s the funny thing about stuff, it’s hard to get
rid off. I mean some of it has nostalgic value, some
is sentimental and some of it is in good working order
and you never know when you might need a 4 foot
length of rope or a motorcycle battery charger. Of
course if I wait long enough, once I’m dead and gone
then the kids can deal with all my stuff. (Fight over it
and then box it up and add it to their collection!)
Well, I’m just being silly now; but here is the point.
Maybe it’s time to clear out some of the stuff in my
life.
Oh yes my garage would be a good place to start but
I’ve got other stuff I’ve been carrying around as well,
and quite frankly I don’t want to pass these things on
to my kids. It might be time to let go of some of those
hurts I’ve been holding on to. You know, those little
things that people have done that have annoyed me
and I secretly hold it against them. There’s also those
bigger hurts that I like to pull out every now and then
and mull over—I’m not sure why I do that and it’s
certainly time for them to go. It might be time for me
to let go of some of my selfishness. If it’s a good
enough deal I won’t hesitate to drop a couple grand
on something for me; but somehow I can only afford
a couple hundred bucks to fight hunger. I could also
probably let go of some of my anger, sarcasm, and
self-righteousness.

Come to think of it I’ve got all kinds of stuff I can
probably get rid of and I should probably skip the
garage and start with me. Confession is good for the
soul and thanks be to God we have in Jesus Christ
someone who’ll talk that stuff off our hands and
carry it for us. In fact this year we’ll gather every
Sunday at say 8:30am, 10:30am and 6:00pm and ask
him to do just that. If you’ve got stuff you need him
to take, stuff you just need to get rid of….you might
want to make it a priority.
Happy New Year!
Pastor Jeff

Birthdays, Anniversaries & More
~ January Birthdays ~
Dee Matthews
Savannah Wilcox
Bonnie Forester
Jule McGuire
Hector Reyes
Laurie Schmall
Beth Apodaca
Mimi Eads
Patrick Hamil
Zane Pert
Aaron Hathaway
Matthew Baker
Bill Forester
Howard Sharp
Barbara Baldwin
Austin Hamil
Sally Sharp
Zachary Krogman
Erin Rowe
Bob Engelbretson
Eugene Hallinan
Wilson Olbrich
Al Riebau
Thomas Eads*
Jan Ludvigson
Rachel Buzzell
Jim Keisker
Zachary Kruse
Keith Hoffmeister
Sean Hoffmeister
Danny Doyle
Chase Cardoso
Ellie Gardner
KC Kelly
Natasha Overin
Jessica Stewart
Andy Goulding
Steve Rennie
Sophie Schmall
Jim Wall
Devlin Rowe
Claudine Shira
Karen Coffee
Spencer Schrofer

1/2
1/2
1/3
1/3
1/4
1/4
1/5
1/5
1/5
1/8
1/9
1/10
1/10
1/11
1/12
1/13
1/14
1/15
1/17
1/18
1/18
1/19
1/20
1/21
1/21
1/22
1/22
1/22
1/23
1/23
1/24
1/25
1/25
1/25
1/26
1/26
1/27
1/27
1/27
1/27
1/30
1/30
1/31
1/31

~ January Anniversaries ~
Bob & Joyce Engelbretson
Don & Jeanne Mills
Terry & Sallie Johnson
Thomas & Mimi Eads

1/9
1/16
1/19
1/23

On behalf of my family I want to
thank all of you for the acts of
kindness and gifts that you have
given us this holiday season. It is
with a grateful and humble heart
that we continue to serve here in
your midst. Most of all we thank
you for your continued prayers that
sustain us each and every day.
May 2016 be a year of grace
and peace!
Pastor Jeff and Family

Donate Online
www.oursaviorsonline.net

7th Graders
Parent/Confirmand Meeting
Session #2
Sunday
~ January 31st ~
3:00pm to 6:00pm
January 31st from 3:00pm 6:00pm we’ll have our second
Parent and Confirmand night
here at the church. This is the
second of a series of three
meetings where confirmation
students and parent(s) come
together to look at their faith
and why that faith matters in the
world. This session focus is on
the Bible itself. We will share a
simple dinner following. Any
questions please call the church
office.

A Note to Our Members and Friends of the Congregation,
We have been informed by our bank that they will no longer accept
checks made out to OSLC. When making out a check for offering,
a benevolence or any event please make your check payable to:
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church.
We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause.
Thank you all from the church office.

LUTHERAN DISASTER REPSONSE SYRIAN
REFUGEE CRISIS
Update from December 6, 2015
We collected $1,333.61 for our Syrian Refugee Crisis Offering
Thank you to all our members and friends of the congregation.
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January 2016 Music Notes
Merry Christmas. Yes, it is still Christmas – right up until January 6th. Our Christmas Eve services were
beautiful and it is now time to get “back in the swing” for the new year.
Many thanks to all the wonderful Our Savior’s servants who praised God with their gifts of music during
December. We had carolers, ringers, singers and musicians making our Advent and Christmas seasons
beautiful.
I would like to extend an invitation to become a part of the music ministry. If you can sing or play an
instrument, there is a place at Our Savior’s for you to offer your musical gifts. Ask any member of our
team and they will tell you what a joy it is to share the word of God through music.
In His service
Karen Skipper ~
Director of Music
Now that Christmas is over for another year (on January 6th),
here is a “Coffee with Jesus” to make you think about all the “gifts” we get each and every day.

8:30am-9:00am
11:00am-12:15pm
3:00pm-4:00pm
5:30pm-6:30pm
6:30pm-8:00pm
6:45pm-8:00pm
7:15pm-8:00pm

Elementary Chapel, Sanc
Manna Bible Study, FR
5th Grade Confirmation, YR
Adult Bible Study, FR
Middle School Youth Group, YR
Celebration Singers, Sanc
6th Grade Confirmation, Sanc
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Youth and Children’s Page
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry

Another Auld Lang Syne
It’s a brand new year and with it all of the promise
and resolutions that the New Year brings. This year
January is a very busy month for the youth here at
Our Savior’s. We start out with a bang as our seventh
grade confirmation students take our annual service
trip to the Third Avenue Charitable Organization
(T.A.C.O.) in San Diego on New Year’s Day. We
will serve breakfast to the homeless and hungry and
learn some valuable lessons about “Who is my
neighbor”? We will also help our neighbors at
Family Assistance Ministries (FAM) on the 9th as
we serve the hungry in our own community. Our
monthly outreach dinner with the women and
children of the Gilchrist house continues on the 12th.

January 1 - Friday
T.A.C.O. 7th Grade Confirmands, 6:00am
January 3 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, YR
January 5 - Tuesday
Kids Club 3:00pm, YR
January 6 - Wednesday
5th Grade Confirmation 3:00pm, YR
Youth Band 6:00pm, YR
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
January 9 - Saturday
FAM Food Distribution @ FAM
January 10 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, YR
January 12 - Tuesday
Gilchrist House 6:00pm
January 13 - Wednesday
5th Grade Confirmation 3:00pm, YR
Youth Band 6:00pm, YR
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
January 17 - Sunday
No HSYG Tonight
January 20 - Wednesday
5th Grade Confirmation 3:00pm, YR
Youth Band 6:00pm, YR
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
January 22-24 - Friday-Sunday
Kids Club Winter Retreat @
El Camino Pines Gr 3-5
January 24 - Sunday
HSYG 6:00pm, YR
January 27 - Wednesday
5th Grade Confirmation 3:00pm, YR
Youth Band 6:00pm, YR
MSYG 6:30pm, YR
January 29-January 31 - Thursday-Sunday
HSYG Winter Retreat @ El Camino Pines
January 31 - Sunday
7th Grade Confirmation 3:00pm-6:00pm, FR
No HSYG Tonight

The Kids Club will be going to beautiful El Camino
Pines from the 22nd to the 24th for a winter retreat
and the High School Group will do the same the
following weekend from the 29th to the 31st!
As always we will continue our weekly meetings,
youth band, and confirmation classes as we move
into the New Year.
2015 was a wonderful year and I look forward to a
great 2016 with a bunch of wonderful students and
their caring parents.
Happy New Year!
Bob Cooper,
Youth and Children’s Ministry

Looking Ahead
Feb 5-8 - Youth Worker Extravaganza in Anaheim
Feb 12-14 - MSYG Retreat @ El Camino Pines
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ADULT EDUCATION  MEN’S BREAKFAST  FELLOWSHIP
Dear Church Family,
I hope you all had a wonderful holiday season!
Thank you to the ladies whom helped in making the
center pieces for the Christmas dinner! They were
beautiful and we had a great time!
Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:50am to 10:25am ▪ Sanctuary

We had yet another successful Christmas dinner
party! Lots of laughter and enjoyment were had by
all that night! We hope to see you next year!

We enter a new year and we move from Paul’s first
letter to the Corinthians to the second letter.
Together we’ll explore the concerns of this early
church and find out what Paul’s words might mean
for us as well.

May God bless and keep you in this New Year!
Blessings, Mindy Goulding

Wednesday Manna Bible Study
Founders Room
11:00am to 12:15pm every Wednesday
We take a look at the upcoming lessons for Sunday
Morning. There is no better way to prepare for
worship then joining us on Wednesday morning.
No Biblical experience necessary.
Wednesday Evening
5:30pm-6:30pm ▪ Founders Room
(Childcare needed...contact Pastor Jeff)
ISAIAH: The Prophet, the book, the impact on
Christianity. Starting on January 6th we’ll begin a
10 week study of the book of Isaiah. Together we’ll
explore the history behind the writings, the
scholarship behind the interpretations, and how this
book influenced both Jesus and the church.

Saturday ~ January 9, 2016
7:00am - 8:30am
Calling all men…
You are invited to join us for a men's breakfast at
OSLC. RSVP: John Mulligan at
mulli63@gmail.com
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS
Welcome Inn Meal Service

Winter Warmth Donations
for the Homeless

Mondays, January 11th & February 8th
Sent to Serve with Love
We served dinner to about 40 men & women in
December. Our guests are friendly and appreciative,
and we thank you so much for your support!

Sent to Serve with Love
During January & February, we encourage you to
donate new or gently used men’s beanies, gloves,
scarves, rain ponchos, and tube socks to help keep
the homeless warm and dry during the winter
months. We will distribute these items to our
Welcome INN guests. There are a few women but
mostly men. Thanks to Kelly Frohner for using a
Thrivent Action Team to provide $250 in seed
money for this project. Black collection bins are in
the narthex.

Watch for the Sign-Up Genius email from the church
office. We need people to donate the menu items and
people to come with us to serve the dinner at Doheny
State Park. Try it once and see. We welcome your
participation!
Our Welcome Inn coordinator is Heidi Works,
hsworks7@cox.net or (949) 212-0803.

We are also collecting $5.00 Carl’s Jr. gift cards.
Carl’s Jr is the closest fast food place to where the
homeless live in Capo Beach. Please DO NOT leave
gift cards in the narthex. Place them in the offering
plate or give to Gay in the church office.

Promise Packs for Refugee Children
Our Lenten project this year is Promise Pack kits for
children living in refugee camps. We will order the
kits once we have raised enough money and invite
you to assemble them.

Our goal is to raise $2,200 for 100 kits.
We will assemble them on
Sunday morning, April 24.
Donate by check made out to Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church memo: Promise Packs. Each kit is $22 and
includes shipping. Place in offering plate or mail to
the church office.
Each kit contains the following items:
Backpack
Notebook
Pens & Pencils
Eraser
Ruler
Crayons
Toothpaste
Soap
Washcloth
A note of encouragement from you!

Pencil Sharpener
Toothbrush
Blanket

These basic supplies will help a child displaced by
the crisis in Syria to keep up with their education
while living in refugee camps.

“Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with great love.” Mother Teresa
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Thank You for Your GENEROSITY!
The Our Savior’s family provided much needed and much appreciated gifts to our local
community in November and December. Thank you!
 Thanksgiving dinners to military families at Camp Pendleton
 1,300 pounds of food to Family Assistance Ministries
 200 pairs of athletic shoes to local children at FAM’s Christmas party
(& thank you to Thrivent Financial for $400 to purchase shoes)

Family Assistance Ministries
Christmas Party
OSLC/S Shoe “Shop
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Lutherans, Catholics
'on the way' to greater unity

CHALKING THE DOOR!!!
BLESSING FOR EPIPHANY

10/30/2015 1:00:00 PM

CHICAGO (ELCA) – Drawing on 50 years of
national and international dialogue, Lutherans and
Catholics have made available Oct. 30 Declaration
on the Way: Church, Ministry and Eucharist – a
unique ecumenical document that marks a pathway
toward greater unity between Catholics and
Lutherans.
“Five hundred years ago wars were fought
over the very issues about which Lutherans and
Roman Catholics have now achieved consensus,”
said the Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding bishop of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA). "Church, ministry and Eucharist have been
areas of disagreement and even separation between
our two churches, and we still have work to do both
theologically and pastorally as we examine the
questions. The declaration is so exciting because it
shows us 32 important points where already we can
say there are not church-dividing issues between us,
and it gives us both hope and direction for the
future," she said.
“Pope Francis in his recent visit to the United
States emphasized again and again the need for and
importance of dialogue,” said Bishop Denis J.
Madden of the Archdiocese of Baltimore and
Catholic co-chair of the task force creating the
document. “This Declaration on the Way represents
in concrete form an opportunity for Lutherans and
Catholics to join together now in a unifying manner
on a way finally to full communion.”
At its heart are 32 “Statements of
Agreement” where Lutherans and Catholics already
have points of convergence on topics about church,
ministry and Eucharist. The document also indicates
differences that remain.
The declaration seeks reception of the
Statement of Agreements from The Lutheran World
Federation (LWF) and the Vatican's Pontifical
Council for Promoting Christian Unity (PCPCU).
The LWF is a global communion of 145 churches in
98 countries worldwide. The ELCA is the
communion's only member church from the United
States.

Did you know that there is an ancient tradition of
asking for God’s blessing of our homes that is
done on January 6th, the day of Epiphany? It’s
simple, take some chalk and on the lintel of the
door write 2-0-C-M-B-1-6. Within the year are
the initials for “Christus Mansionem Benedicat"
which means “May Christ bless this dwelling!”
A passage of scripture may be read and this little
prayer is said.
Sovereign God, we pray that you will bless
this home and all who live here with your
gracious presence, that your love may be our
inspiration, your wisdom our guide, your
truth our light, and your peace our
benediction; through Jesus Christ we pray.
Amen.

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
TREASURER’S FINANCIAL REPORT
OCTOBER 2015
Average September Attendance:
Average Weekly Offering:
Budget Requirement:
Unrestricted Gifts:
Budget:

Oct 2015
$34,426
$43,440

196 people
$ 8,107/wk
$ 10,860/wk
FYTD
$ 137,050
$ 173,761

These are your gifts to the church through general
envelopes and plate offerings; they are used for operating
budget expenses. Annual member contributions for the
month ending October 31, 2015 were 21.13% BELOW
the Congregation approved annual budget.
Oct 2015

Fiscal YTD

World Hunger

$ 554

$2,450

Habitat for Humanity

$ 449

$1,735

Total

$1,003

$4,185

Designated Gifts

Church Mortgage Balance: $ 613,622.34
*monthly mortgage payment for the classroom
building is paid from the school funds
Thank You For Your Stewardship!
God Bless, Bruce Quade ~ Treasurer
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SCHOOL NEWS ~ January 2016

Chancy and Bruce Educational Resources, Inc. will be on campus January 11th and 12th to conduct a
kindergarten readiness assessment. The assessment will be a tool to help parents and teachers determine
whether the kindergarten age-eligible child is developmentally ready for kindergarten.
Meet the Masters Featured artist this month is the
French artist, Georges Seurat (1859-1891). Seurat
was quoted as saying, “I painted like that, because I
wanted to try something new—a kind of painting
that was my own.” The style he invented was
Pointillism, and with millions of tiny dots he created
masterpieces for the world to enjoy. His most
famous painting is Sunday Afternoon in the Park.

Rags to Riches Clothing Drive Our Clothing Drive
fundraiser starts now! It’s easy as 1 2 3. Simply fill large
trash bags with clothing, shoes, stuffed animals, bedding,
linens and pillows that you no longer need . This is a
recycling fundraiser for clothing and textiles. OSLS will
earn money by the weight of the donated items. Please
tape all shoes together, as a pair, and place in a
separate bag.
Bring your bags to school on January 21st and 22nd.
Volunteers will help you unload your bags and place
them on the truck that will be here both days.

Using sandpaper and crayons, our young artists will
try their hand at re-creating Seurat’s Pointillism.

NO SCHOOL, Monday, January 18th in
observance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

Kindergarten

Tours are scheduled for
Thursday and Friday, January 7th and 8th, at 9:00
am. If this doesn’t fit your schedule, call the school
office at 492-6165 to make an appointment that is
more convenient.

2016-2017 Priority Enrollment begins
Monday, January 25th
This is the time set aside for returning students,
siblings, church members and elementary alumni
families to enroll before enrollment is open to the
public.
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School News continued on page 10

School News continued from page 9

We are coding! Students at OSLS are learning to
code (write computer programs) and the exciting
thing is how fast they are learning! Kindergarten
participated in the Hour of Code on their iPads.
Fifth and fourth grade students are in their second
year of learning to code. Many of the fourth and
fifth grade students have moved past the initial
game phase where they learn the logic of coding
and are now writing their own Java Script. All classes are participating in the Hour of Code. Here’s
the link if you’d like to try it from home:
https://code.org/learn

Visiting Author @ OSLS
January 29th
We look forward to welcoming visiting author,
Barney Saltzberg, to Our Savior’s on January 29th.
Barney Saltzberg is the author and illustrator of
close to 50 books for children, including Beautiful
Oops!, Arlo Needs Glasses, Andrew Drew and
Drew, and the Bestselling Touch and Feel Kisses
series with over one million copies in print.
Additionally, he’s recorded four albums of music
for children. While at Our Savior’s, Barney will
conduct a lower and an upper elementary assembly.
He will also present a writing workshop and book
signing.

What is STEAM and why is it important?

Like us on Facebook

STEAM stands
for
Science,
Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Math. The thing is, all those
subjects are already taught separately in schools.
STEAM is something different because it involves
the active engagement of the students in problem
solving, critical thinking and cooperation. For
example, watching a video or a power point to take
in information is technology, but not STEAM.
Students working together to solve a problem and
explain the solution using scientific method,
technology, engineering, art and math is STEAM.
Here’s an example: Our Savior’s kindergarten class
developed an alternative solution for the gingerbread
man to safely cross the river. Working in groups, the
students designed and built a bridge that would hold
the weight of the gingerbread man. Students were
able to articulate the problem and explain what was
necessary for a solution including ramps or stairs
(technology) to get on the bridge. That is STEAM! It
gives students an opportunity to apply the knowledge
they’ve acquired and to learn more in the process.

Church
www.facebook.com/oursaviorsonline

School
www.facebook.com/osls.sc
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

1st Sunday
of the month

7th Grade
Confirmand Service
Trip to T.A.C.O.

of each month

3 “World Hunger”

4

5

8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Adult
Education

3:00 Kids Club, YR

10:30 Classic
Worship
6:00 Evening
Worship
6:00 HSYG, YR

10

11

8:30 Bold Worship

9:00 PTF Meeting,
FR

9:30 Adult
Education
10:30 Classic
Worship

12

4:00 Welcome Inn
Meal Service

6:00 Gilchrist
House, HSYG
6:30 Council
Meeting, FR

6:00 Evening
Worship
6:00 HSYG, YR

17

18

19

8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Adult
Education
10:30 Classic
Worship
6:00 Evening
Worship

No School

6:30 School Board
Meeting, FR

No HSYG

24
8:30 Bold Worship
9:50 Adult Ed
10:30 Classic Worship
6:00 Evening Worship
6:00 HSYG, YR

31 “Habitat”
8:30 Bold Worship
9:50 Adult Ed
10:30 Classic Worship
3:00 7th Grade
Confirmation Mtg
w/Parents
6:00 Evening Worship
NO HSYG

25

26

2

Church Office
Closed

Holy Communion
Served
every Sunday

Last Sunday

Sat

6

7

8

9

11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR
3:00 5th Grade Conf,
YR
5:30 Adult Bible St,
FR
6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration
Singers, Sanc
7:15 6th Grade Conf.,
Sanc

13

7:00-8:30 Men’s
Breakfast
@OSLC
8:00 FAM Food
Drive

14

15

16

21

22

23

8:45 MOPS
Meeting

Recycled Clothing
Drive

11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR
3:00 5th Grade Conf,
YR
5:30 Adult Bible St,
FR
6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration
Singers, Sanc
7:15 6th Grade Conf.,
Sanc

20
11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR
3:00 5th Grade Conf,
YR
5:30 Adult Bible St,
FR
6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration
Singers, Sanc
7:15 6th Grade Conf.,
Sanc

27

Kids Club Winter Retreat
28

11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR
3:00 5th Grade Conf,
YR
5:30 Adult Bible St,
FR
6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration
Singers, Sanc
7:15 6th Grade Conf.,
Sanc
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29

30

8:45 MOPS
Meeting

HSYG Winter Retreat
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“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
WORSHIP HOURS
8:30am ~ Bold Worship, Sunday School
9:50am ~ Adult Education
10:30am ~ Classic Worship, Sunday School
6:00pm ~ Evening Worship
Nursery Care available all at all services for children 4 and under!
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