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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School  ▪ San Clemente, California 

“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve” 

I’ve always had the need to figure things out for 

myself and not just accept what others might say.  

For example I can remember the time when I 

decided—yes quite consciously decided—that I 

needed to grab hold of a light bulb to see if it really 

was able to burn you.   For the record, it can.  And 

also for the record, in my experience there is no pain 

quite like that of fingers that have been purposely 

placed on a 100 watt incandescent bulb.   Was that a 

foolish thing to do?  Of course it was and I learned 

from that mistake; but the idea of asking questions, 

of seeking answers for yourself is not foolish and 

something that is important to your spiritual growth. 

 

I have very little time for churches or religious 

leaders who don’t allow questions. I’ve actually 

talked with folks who were told to ‘stop asking so 

many questions and just believe.’   In my experience 

this not only stifles faith but is a dangerous practice 

that leads to spiritual bullying.   Perhaps that’s why 

I’m a pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, a place where questions are not seen as a 

sign of a lack of faith, but often times the prompting 

of the Holy Spirit to help us better understand God, 

our neighbor and ourselves.    In fact I would be 

much more likely to be seen wearing a “Jesus is the 

question” button than one that says “Jesus is the 

answer.”   Why? 

 

Jesus asked about 190 questions in the Gospels and 

only directly answered 3 of them!  In fact he often 

answered a question given to him with a question of 

his own.  The purpose of faith is not to give folks 

simple answers to complex questions; but rather to 

ask people empowering questions that drive them 

deeper into the mystery of God and what it means to 

be a disciple of Jesus Christ.   Jesus seems to ask 

questions of us that are meant to reposition our 

image of God and of our place in the world and thus 

creating new and creative ways for us to live 

together.   Jesus’ questions are often meant to 

challenge our core convictions and to actually 

produce changes in our behavior and in our world 

view. 

But alas, it seems that many of us don’t come to 

Jesus to have our ‘convictions’ challenged; but 

merely to reinforce the convictions that we’ve 

already elevated to the status of the divine.   Here is 

a condemnation of the church in the last few 

decades, we have increasingly settled for quick, 

simple answers as long as they resonate with what 

we already believe.   But what if our questions 

actually have more power to sustain or faith than 

answers?   Let’s face it, the quality of the answers 

we receive depends on the quality of the questions 

we ask and I’m convinced Jesus’ questions in the 

gospels are empowering questions that are meant to 

transform and renew our lives and to be asked by 

each and every generation of the faithful.  

 

So I want to invite you to join me in hearing some 

good questions.   All during Lent—starting with Ash 

Wednesday on March 5th  and every Wednesday 

evening in Lent (6:45pm) we’ll gather to hear and 

ponder some of these transformative questions of 

Jesus.   I’m also going to post on my personal blog a 

little video reflection on a different question that 

Jesus asked for each of the 40 days in Lent.  They 

will be short and you can log on as you have time  at 

http://www.sanclementelutheran.blogspot.com  

or just visit the OSLC webpage to find the link.   

 

If you have felt that your questions aren’t 

appreciated or allowed in church.  If you’ve been 

driven away from community because you have 

dared to ask questions, then come and see.  There’s a 

place for you here at OSLC where we freely admit 

there are often more questions than answers…at 

least good ones. 

    

Peace!    

Pastor Jeff 

http://www.sanclementelutheran.blogspot.com
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birthdays, anniversaries & more 

John Cloninger  3/1 

John Mulligan   3/1 

Betsy Aasland   3/2 

Rick Jensen   3/3 

Oma Riebau   3/3 

Nicholas Balaban  3/4 

Tom Banks   3/5 

Elise Berschauer  3/5 

Ruth Martin   3/5 

Colton Overin   3/5 

Jerry Cloninger  3/6 

Courtney Horvath  3/6 

Dane Olbrich   3/7 

Steve Scott   3/8 

Jake Ritschel   3/9 

Elke Kelly   3/12 

Kiana Breshears  3/14 

Jolyon Olmstead  3/14 

Colby Lindholm  3/15 

Jason Brown   3/16 

Kalani Fitzhugh  3/16 

Jeff McClure   3/19 

Brian Wakeman  3/19 

Paul Skipper   3/20 

Scott Cameron   3/22 

Terrie Ayers   3/23 

Tyler Hamil   3/24 

Carol Hoffmeister  3/24 

Kathryn Ramm  3/24 

Jill Baker   3/25 

Deanna Hansen  3/25 

Sofia Morielli   3/25 

Barbara Murphy  3/25 

Ron Schmiedeke  3/25 

Daniel Lewis   3/26 

Dalton Murphy/Lischalk 3/26 

Kate Vainoris   3/26 

Aaron Frohner   3/27 

Piper Olmstead  3/27 

Steven Schmall  3/28 

Elizabeth Simon  3/28 

Ryan Majkrzak  3/29 

 

~ Anniversaries ~ 
Rick & Nanette Jensen 3/3 

Brian & Lily Wakeman 3/3 

John & Kay Davidson  3/5 

Terry & Janet Gillespie 3/9 

Brent & Brandi Davies 3/21 

Stan & Sheri Schrofer  3/22 

Jim & Roberta Wall  3/22 

Kincaid McClure  3/29 

Mark Lorimer   3/30 

Sylvia Sinclair   3/30 

Betty Colby   3/31 

Chuck Pridham  3/31 

~ Birthdays ~ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daylight Savings Begins 

Sunday, March 9th 
 

Don’t forget to set your  

clocks ahead one hour  

Saturday night,  

March 8th. 

From the  

“God Is Here” Mural 
 

Throughout this newsletter issue 

and upcoming issues you will have 

a chance to read the notes of  

wonderful sayings that were placed  

on the “God is Here” mural that 

hung in the Sanctuary during the 

fall Stewardship Campaign. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Did I miss your birthday, 

anniversary or have a wrong 

date? call or e-mail the  

church office at  ~ 492-6164 ~   

~ OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net  ~ 

 

Stop by the Connections 

Table on Sundays to find out 

ways you can get connected 

at Our Savior’s! Something 

for everyone! Table will be 

located on the patio in 

between services! 
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MIDWEEK LENTEN OFFERING  

to go to 

Augusta Victoria Hospital, Jerusalem 

Augusta Victoria Hospital (AVH) is housed in a 

historical building 

that, at the time of 

its dedication as a 

hospice and rest 

home in 1910, was 

the most modern 

construction in 

Jerusalem and the first in the Holy Land to have 

electricity.   

 

Since 1950 the hospital managed by the Lutheran 

World Federation has served primarily Palestinian 

refugees and it continues to be a beacon of hope with 

special attention to cancer treatments, pediatrics and 

mobile clinics that specialize in diabetes care and 

prevention and women’s health issues.   Marlene 

Fitzhugh, Linda Howard and Pastor Jeff had the 

opportunity to visit this important ministry last June.   

The ELCA is the only member Lutheran church of 

the Lutheran World Federation in North America. 

Lenten Questions: 

Jesus does not ask questions for simple answers.  

Rather he asks questions to reposition you, to 

challenge your image of God and of your place in 

the world, and to present you with new and creative 

possibilities for personal transformation.  He asks 

probing, realigning, transformative questions in 

order to change core convictions, and to produce 

behavioral results in the one to whom the question is 

asked.  The purpose of our Lenten midweek worship 

this year is for you to experience a transformative 

personal journey through Lent. 

 

 Ash Wednesday:  7pm Worship,  March 5, 2014,  

“What are you looking for?”   John 1.38 

Matthew 6.1-6, 16-21; 2 Corinthians 5.20b-6.10; 

Psalm 51.1-17 
 

 Midweek 1: 6:45pm Worship, March 12, 2014, 

“Where is your faith?”  Luke 8.25                

Luke 8.22-25; Psalm 107.1-3, 23-32 
 

 Midweek 2: 6:45pm Worship, March 19, 2014, 

“Who do you say that I am?”  Mark 8.2       

Mark 8.27-30; Psalm 63 
 

 Midweek 3: 6:45pm Worship, March 26, 2014,  

“What do you want me to do for you?”  Matthew 

20.32                                                          

Matthew 20.29-34; Psalm 139.1-4; 13-16 
 

 Midweek 4: 6:45pm Worship, April 2, 2014,”Do 

you love me?”  John 21.16                             

John 21.1-19; Psalm 103.1-5 
 

 Midweek 5: 6:45pm Worship, April 9, 2014, 

“How will you believe what I say?”  John 5.47 

Luke 24.13-43; Psalm 23  beyond 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 20  
EASTER SUNDAY 
Worship Hours 

8:00am  9:30am  11:00am  

 

 

 

 

 
 

April 13 - Palm/Passion Sunday  

8:30am  10:30am  6:00pm  
 

April 17 - Maundy Thursday  

7:00pm Worship ~ (First Communion Celebration)  
 

April 18 - Good Friday  

7:00pm Worship ~ (Tenebrae Service of Darkness)  
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The Greatest Chorus Ever 
 

(reprinted from Christianity.com) 
 

"I did think I did see all Heaven before me, and the 

great God Himself." George Frideric Handel had just 

finished writing a movement which would take its 

place in history as the "Hallelujah Chorus."  

If Handel's father had had his way, the "Hallelujah 

Chorus" would never have been written. His father 

was a "surgeon-barber," a no-nonsense, practical 

man who was determined to send his son to law 

school. Even though Handel showed extraordinary 

musical talent as a child, his father refused for 

several years to permit him to take lessons.  

George Frideric was born in 1685, a contemporary 

of Bach, a fellow German, and also raised as a 

fellow Lutheran, yet they were never to meet. 

Though many books on the lives of great composers 

begin with Bach, in fact, Handel was born several 

weeks earlier, on February 23, 1685.  

When the boy was eight or nine years old, a duke 

heard him play an organ postlude following a 

worship service. Handel's father was summarily 

requested to provide formal music training for the 

boy. By the time Handel turned 12, he had written 

his first composition and was so proficient at the 

organ that he substituted, on occasion, for his own 

teacher.  

 

He Might Have Become a Lawyer 

Young Handel continued to master the clavichord, 

oboe, and violin, as well as composition through the 

years. In 1702 he entered the University of Halle to 

study law out of respect for his late father's desire. 

But he soon abandoned his legal studies and devoted 

himself entirely to music.  

He became a violinist and composer in a Hamburg 

opera theater, then worked in Italy from 1706 to 

1710 under the patronage of their music-loving 

courts. In 1712, after a short stay at the court of 

Hanover, he moved to England, where he lived for 

the rest of his life.  

Handel was the sort of individual who stands out in a 

crowd. Large-boned and loud, he often wore an 

enormous white wig with curls cascading to his 

shoulders. When he spoke, his English was replete 

with colorful snatches of German, French and 

Italian.  

Although Handel wrote his greatest music in 

England, he suffered personal setbacks there as well. 

Falling in and out of favor with changing monarchs, 

competing with established English composers, and 

dealing with fickle, hard to-please audiences left him 

on the verge of bankruptcy more than once.  

Yet Handel retained his sense of humor through 

virtually any hardship. Once, just as an oratorio of 

his was about to begin, several of his friends 

gathered to console him about the extremely sparse 

audience attracted to the performance. "Never 

mind," Handel joked to his friends. "The music will 

sound the better" due to the improved acoustics of a 

very empty concert hall!  

 

C ome one, come all --- to sing in the Easter 

Choir.  

  

Easter is right around the corner - on April 20th.  In 

my opinion, there is no more appropriate way to 

praise our risen Lord that with the stirring 

“Hallelujah Chorus”. (you can read the history of 

this famous piece of music in this newsletter).  Our 

Easter choir will be presenting this beautiful offering 

at our 9:30am and 11:00am Easter services. 

 

Rehearsals for “Hallelujah” begin on Wednesday, 

March 12th at 7:15pm., immediately after the 

midweek Lenten service.  You DO NOT NEED TO 

READ MUSIC!  We have learning media that will 

make it simple to learn this inspiring piece of music. 

  

Contact Karen Skipper (949) 496-1756 or any choir 

member for more information – we look forward to 

seeing you! 

 

“Music expresses that which cannot be said and on 

which it is impossible to be silent.”   

~Victor Hugo  

 

Sincerely, 
 

Karen Skipper,  

Director of Music 

 

 

Music Notes  

March 2014 

Music Notes continued on page 5 
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Keep the Bible in Church!  
Audiences for Handel's compositions were 

unpredictable, and even the Church of England 

attacked him for what they considered his notorious 

practice of writing biblical dramas such as Esther 

and Israel in Egypt to be performed in secular 

theaters. His occasional commercial successes soon 

met with financial disaster, as rival opera companies 

competed for the ticket holders of London. He drove 

himself relentlessly to recover from one failure after 

another, and finally his health began to fail. By 1741 

he was swimming in debt. It seemed certain he 

would land in debtor's prison.  

 

Time to Pack It In?  
On April 8 of that year, he gave what he considered 

his farewell concert. Miserably discouraged, he felt 

forced to retire from public activities at the age of 

56. Then two unforeseen events converged to 

change his life. A wealthy friend, Charles Jennings, 

gave Handel a libretto based on the life of Christ, 

taken entirely from the Bible. He also received a 

commission from a Dublin charity to compose a 

work for a benefit performance.  

 

Incredible Inspiration 

Handel set to work composing on August 22 in his 

little house on Brook Street in London. He grew so 

absorbed in the work that he rarely left his room, 

hardly stopping to eat. Within six days Part One was 

complete. In nine days more he had finished Part 

Two, and in another six, Part Three. The 

orchestration was completed in another two days. In 

all, 260 pages of manuscript were filled in the 

remarkably short time of 24 days.  

Sir Newman Flower, one of Handel's many 

biographers, summed up the consensus of history: 

"Considering the immensity of the work and the 

short time involved, it will remain, perhaps forever, 

the greatest feat in the whole history of music 

composition." Handel's title for the commissioned 

work was, simply, Messiah.  

Handel never left his house for those three weeks. A 

friend who visited him as he composed found him 

sobbing with intense emotion. Later, as Handel 

groped for words to describe what he had 

experienced, he quoted St. Paul, saying, "Whether I 

was in the body or out of my body when I wrote it I 

know not."  

 

On Your Feet, Folks!  
Messiah premiered on April 13, 1742, as a charitable 

benefit, raising 400 pounds and freeing 142 men 

from debtor's prison. A year later, Handel staged it in 

London. Controversy emanating from the Church of 

England continued to plague Handel, yet the King of 

England attended the performance. As the first notes 

of the triumphant "Hallelujah Chorus" rang out, the 

king rose. Following royal protocol, the entire 

audience stood, too, initiating a tradition which has 

lasted for more than two centuries.  

Soon after this, Handel's fortunes began to increase 

dramatically, and his hard-won popularity remained 

constant until his death. By the end of his long life, 

Messiah was firmly established in the standard 

repertoire. His influence on other composers would 

be extraordinary. When Haydn later heard the 

"Hallelujah Chorus," he wept like a child and 

exclaimed, "He is the master of us all!"  

Handel personally conducted more than thirty 

performances of Messiah. Many of these concerts 

were benefits for the Foundling Hospital, of which 

Handel was a major benefactor. The thousands of 

pounds Handel's performances of Messiah raised for 

charity led one biographer to note, "Messiah has fed 

the hungry, clothed the naked, fostered the orphan ... 

more than any other single musical production in this 

or any country." Another wrote, "Perhaps the works 

of no other composer have so largely contributed to 

the relief of human suffering."  

Music Notes continued from page 4 
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Youth and Children’s Page 

by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries 

What’s the Deal with Gilchrist House? 

The second Tuesday of each month the Youth 

Groups of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, along with 

some fantastic volunteer hosts from the congregation 

and school, serve dinner to the residents of Gilchrist 

House. This is a wonderful opportunity to serve and 

teaches valuable lessons to everyone involved, the 

parents enjoy a time of sharing with the adults and 

the children play and sing with the children, as 

children are prone to do. So just what is this Gilchrist 

House? Before I became involved with our youth 

program I had only heard the name, but really had no 

idea what it was all about. 

 

So here’s the scoop... 

Gilchrist House is a transitional family shelter in San 

Clemente operated by Family Assistance Ministries. 

Residents are allowed to stay at the facility for up to 

12 months while they find a job and learn life skills. 

The women come from a variety of backgrounds, 

including homelessness, substance abuse, and 

domestic violence. Some stay as little as three 

months before “graduating” to live on their own. 

More than 400 women and children have been 

helped since the shelter was established in 2003, 

FAM says: The caring families that host a dinner at 

Gilchrist House always come away from the 

experience with a better understanding of the love 

that we are called to share with our neighbors. I have 

seen my many families graduate and it is a 

bittersweet thing to experience. 

 

I am happy that they have reached a point where they 

are “ready for the world”, but it is also hard to see 

them go. 

 

There are many opportunities to host a dinner this 

year so if anyone is interested in becoming involved 

with this outreach ministry, let me know and I’ll be 

glad to give you all of the details. 

 

In the mean time the youth, hosts, and I will continue 

to serve and minister to these families as they get 

their lives together and hopefully move on to happy, 

productive futures. 
 

Sent to serve, 
 

Bob Cooper,  Youth and Children’s Ministry 

 

 

 

 
 

March 2 - Sunday 
 HSYG,  6:00pm/Youth Room 
 

March 4 - Tuesday 
 Kids Club, 3:00pm/Youth Room 
 

March 5 - Wednesday (Ash Wednesday) 
 No 5th Grade Confirmation 

 No MSYG 
 

March 9 - Sunday 
 Car Wash Fundraiser, 8:00am-Noon 

 HSYG,  6:00pm/Youth Room 
 

March 11 - Tuesday 

 Gilchrist House, 6:00pm 
 

March 12 - Wednesday 
 5th Grade Confirmation, 4:00pm/Youth Room 

 MSYG, 6:30pm/Youth Room 
 

March 15 - Saturday 
 Youth @ Welcome Inn Breakfast, 7:45am 
 

March 16 - Sunday 
 HSYG 6:00pm/Youth Room 
 

March 19 - Wednesday 
 5th Grade Confirmation, 4:00pm/Youth Room 

 MSYG, 6:30pm/Youth Room 
 

March 23 - Sunday 
 HSYG, 6:00pm/Youth Room 
 

March 26 - Wednesday 
 5th Grade Confirmation, 4:00pm/Youth Room 

 MSYG, 6:30pm/Youth Room 
 

March 30 - Sunday 
 Youth Pancake Breakfast, 9:30am & 11:30am 

 HSYG, 6:00pm/Youth Room 
 

Looking Ahead  

 

June 27 - July 5 
High School Western State Youth Gathering 
 

July 20 - 25 
Summer Camp El Camino Pines, Grades 2 - 8 
 

August 11 - 15 
Extreme Week 

Calendar 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OUR SAVIOR’S 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 

9:45am ▪ Founders Room 
 

Sunday Morning:  1 Kings!  We continue our look 

at this wonderful book of the old Testament where 

we discover the history of Israel from the death of 

David to the beginnings of the exile.  Some of the 

great stories of the faith are hidden within these 

pages: Solomon, Elijah, Elisha, King Ahab and 

Jezebel!  Come join us each Sunday morning. 

 

 

Wednesday Manna Bible Study 

 Founders Room 

 11:00am to 12:15pm every Wednesday 
 

Midweek Study of Sunday’s lessons:  “Manna 

Bible Study.”  Manna is just ‘bread from heaven’ 

and we talk this time Wednesday morning to look at 

the scripture readings for the coming week.  No 

experience is necessary and your conversation 

actually helps to shape the content of the sermon on 

Sunday Morning.   Why not come and give it a try!    

 

Wednesday Evening 
 

There will be no Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

in March (Join us for Soup Supper @ 6:00pm 

followed by Lenten Worship at 6:45pm). 

The Fraternal Order of Men's Breakfast 

 
Candles pierce into the darkness allowing vague 

shadows to take shape as they shuffle silently. The smell 

of the smoky candles is masked only by the 

overwhelming fragrance pouring into the room from the 

incense cauldrons hanging above us. 

The monotone chant begins.  "Midnight, dark and 

drear and solemn, shrouds these portals from the sky.  

Masking every arch and column, from the gaze of mortal 

eye.  Spirits of our brave ancestors, hover o’r these dim 

pilasters. Radiant spirits of the 'nigh."  SMACK.  "Please 

sir, may I have another?"  SMACK. 

The Men's Breakfast is just getting started and the 

"new ones" are lined up as part of the ancient rituals 

passed down from generation to generation since the 

early 15th century.  The precise hand signals executed 

flawlessly; the complex yet graceful handshake; the "Coo

-Coo, Coo-Coo" call to start the event.  It is an exclusive 

order, those that venture into the dark morning to seek 

the strength of brotherhood.  The bond of knowing.  

Somewhere in the background, the tantalizing smell of 

blueberry pancakes and Spam lingers.  Can you smell it? 

We seek to share this experience with others.  Those 

carefully selected from the congregation that exude 

confidence, openness and a desire to be one of "those 

guys." You never know when your shoulder will be 

tapped.  During worship?  While you devour a donut on 

the patio?  As you scurry to your car trying to make it 

home to catch the start of a Raider's game?  Only those in 

the know will know.  Are you worthy?  Can you handle 

the intensity?  Do you have the mental fortitude to get 

yourself to the church kitchen by 7am on a Saturday?  

Can you dig deeper into your inner being and get to the 

kitchen by 6:00am to help cook?  Can you stay afterward 

and scrape burnt Spam morsels from the griddle?  Can 

you? 

All men of the congregation.  Consider your shoulder 

tapped and that you have been specially selected to join 

us each second Saturday of the month.  As many have 

heard, there is no group hug and no pressure.  Is there a 

mysterious ceremony including chants and smoky 

incense?  Come find out...  My oath only allows me to 

confirm the lingering smell of blueberry pancakes and 

Spam. 

Saturday, March 8th.  church kitchen.  Breakfast 

begins at 7:00 am, with discussion until 8:30 am. 

All men are welcome.  Please invite others.  Please 

contact me with any questions. 

 

John Mulligan 

mulli63@gmail.com ~ 949-212-5590 

Sunday Evening Worship 

6:00pm 
 

Have you had a chance to come and 

experience our Sunday Evening 

Worship—The Pause?  It is a con-

temporary informal worship experience that revolves 

around a time of worship and praise, hearing the 

Word and sharing Holy Communion.    Come and 

See!    
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An instruction class for all children and parent(s) of 

those wishing to join us in the sacrament of Holy 

Communion will be held on Sunday afternoon, 

March 23rd and March 30th  at 3:00pm – 4:30pm in 

the Sanctuary.  Both sessions are required.   This 

class is geared toward those in the 3th -5th grade 

however older and younger children are welcome at 

the discretion of parents/pastor.    
 

Please Sign up in the Narthex while at worship, or 

call the church office at (949) 492-6164. 

 

First Communion will be celebrated on  

Maundy Thursday ~ April 17th at 7:00pm 

First  (Early) Communion 

Sign-up in the Narthex 

Sunday, March 23rd and 30th  

 

 

 
Youth Group Car Wash Fundraiser! 

 

Sunday ~ March 9, 2014  

8:00am-Noon  

 Our Savior’s Lutheran Church & School  

Parking Lot 
 

All proceeds go towards funding our trip to 

ELCA  Western States  

Youth Gathering 2014  

Thousand Oaks, California 
 

Free Will Donation 

Thank you for your support! 

Join the group for a Bike Ride 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

March 15, 2014 ~ 9:00am 
For more information contact Sharon Guilliams at 

(949) 842-6391 or email sguilliams@cox.net  

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday ~ March 8, 2014   

7:00am - 8:30am   
 

Calling all men…..  
 

You are invited to join us for a  

men's breakfast at OSLC.  
 

RSVP:  John Mulligan at mulli63@gmail.com 
  

Hope you will be able to join us. 

mailto:sguilliams@cox.net
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OSLC FELLOWSHIP 

The 40 weekdays, 

from Ash Wednesday 

until Easter, are 

considered to be a 

season of abstinence 

and penitence in 

preparation for Easter. 

In observance, we are 

going to offer a 

traditional soup supper throughout Lent.  

 

During the season of Lent beginning March 12th 

through April 9th join us Wednesday nights at 

6:00pm for Soup and Fellowship followed by Lenten 

worship at 6:45pm. 

 

Soup will be provided by the following ministries: 
 

 March 12:    Social Concerns 

 March 19:    Choir 

 March 26:    Youth & Children’s Ministry 

 April 2:    OSLS with Women & Men’s Group 

 April 9:    Council Members 
 

Even if you are not in one of the ministries above 

you may bring your favorite pot of soup for all to 

enjoy. 
 

Hope you will join us every  

Wednesday during Lent. 

Soup & Bread for All! 
 

If you have any questions, please call  

Katherine Yeakel at (949) 292-7910  

or e-mail at maycoffee777@aol.com 

Lenten  
Soup  
Suppers 

“Luck of the Irish” Potato Bar 
 

Join us Sunday, March 16th after each 

service to grub on Irish cuisine. Please bring 

a potato dish to share and 

celebrate the Irish in all of 

us!  
 

Baked potatoes needed  

for the potato bar.  
 

See Kat for more details! 
 

Don't forget to wear green! 

O ur Savior’s will be 

offering Easter 

Lilies to adorn the 

sanctuary and altar area 

for Easter Sunday 

Worship. You may buy 

an Easter Lily in honor 

or memory of a loved one or dedicate to family and 

friends.  An insert will be included in the Easter 

Sunday Worship folder remembering those who 

have had Easter Lilies bought on their behalf. The 

Lilies may be taken home after Easter. 

 

Easter Lilies are $15.00 each and you may order 

more than one. Please fill out the order form below 

with all the information and return it to the offering 

plate with your check or you may mail your form 

and check to the church office.  

 

Order form available online at 

www.oursaviorsonline.net  
 

All orders & payment are due no later than  

Monday - April 14 Check Memo: “Easter Lilies” 
  

 

Order Name ______________________________  

  

Phone # _____________________________  

  

Qty _________  

  

Please circle below In Memory of or In Honor of 

and print clearly.  
  

In memory of/honor of _____________________  

  

In memory of/honor of _____________________ 

  

In memory of/honor of _____________________   

  

In memory of/honor of ______________________ 

http://www.oursaviorsonline.net
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OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

TREASURER’S FINANCIAL REPORT 

JANUARY 2014 

Average January Attendance:     218 people 

Average Weekly Offering:  $  8,373/wk 

Budget Requirement:              $  9,711/wk  
 

   Current Month           YTD 
Unrestricted Gifts:   $33,492               $281,304 

Budget:               $38,845               $271,913 
 

These are your gifts to the church through general 

envelopes and plate offerings; they are used for 

operating budget expenses.  
 

Annual member contributions are currently 3.45% 

above the Congregation approved budget needs. 
 

Designated Gifts:     $ 815                 $ 6,515 
 

    World Hunger   $ 445     $ 3,540 

    Habitat for Humanity   $ 370    $ 2,975 

 

Church Mortgage Balance:  $ 714,332.84*  

*monthly mortgage payment for the classroom  

building is paid from the school funds 
 

Thank You For Your Stewardship! 

Blessings! Karen Coffee, Treasurer 

 

 Pacifica Synod Assembly will be April 30-May 

3 in Hawaii.  Pastor Jeff will be attending and 

Alan & Lana Lundgren will be the OSLC 

delegates. 

 Soup suppers will begin March 12th before each 

Lenten Service.  Come enjoy some delicious 

soup. 

 Three new members were accepted to the 

School Board by the Church Council.  The new 

members are: Tracy Hallinan, Jim O’Byrne, and 

Kelly Winkler. 

Respectfully submitted by Liz Derdzinske,   

Congregation Council Secretary 

Next council meeting  

Tuesday ~ March 11, 2014 at 6:30pm 

February 2014  

Highlights 

 

 

 

 

A  wonderful group of us are looking at the 

time and talents portion of our 

stewardship and asking local churches for what 

they do.  Interesting to me is that the first step for 

some churches is identifying the talents of each 

member.  What are your talents?   

 

We are the church.  God brings together talents 

of various people to make His church.  One 

analogy of how we work together is the body.  If 

you consider each part of the body and how each 

part helps us function you realize how difficult or 

impossible it would be to operate without all of 

its parts.  For example without arms how difficult 

would it be to eat, or perhaps more to the point 

without a mouth how could we eat? Without the 

internal organs cleansing the blood and keeping 

chemical balance we would be a mess.  Now 

think of each member of our church as a part of 

the body.  Without all of us working together our 

life would be more difficult. Some things would 

not get done and other parts would be stressed.  I 

would like you to think about what part you are 

in the church and what a shame it would be if 

you do not participate with the rest of the 

church.  There is a place for you here.  We hope 

that you will utilize the talents that you have with 

us, your church body.  Look for ways to get 

involved this year, we need you to make us 

whole.  Finally I want to share with you what a 

Pastor once told me, “God never gives you more 

than you can handle.”   

 

Peace, Love and Joy, 
 

Steve Kos 
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS 
There are so many ways to touch someone’s life. We invite you to be a part of our current projects. Every 

contribution, large or small, makes a difference to someone! 

PENNIES & PEANUT BUTTER DRIVE for SECOND HARVEST FOOD BANK 
March 1-30 

 
Please donate non-perishable food and cash.  

Collection boxes are in the narthex and classrooms.  
Make checks payable to OSLC, memo: Food Drive. 

 

Food items most needed: 
Peanut Butter & Jelly Hot & Cold Cereals  Canned Fruit, Veggies & Juice Chili 

Canned Meat & Tuna Mac & Cheese  Pasta, Rice & Beans   Beef Stew 

NO GLASS PLEASE! 
 

470 member charities, including FAM, rely on Second Harvest to supplement local 
donations. Cash donations help supply perishable foods and fund meal programs 
that target those at most risk for hunger: children and senior citizens. In fact, 21% 
of Orange County’s children and 15% of OC seniors are at risk for hunger at any 
given time. So, the need is real… your gifts are appreciated. 

 

Join the Hunger Challenge! Donate at least one item each week.  

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
SUNDAY, MARCH 23: 8AM—2PM 

 

Every two seconds, someone in 

the United States needs blood. It 

could be you or a loved one or a 

stranger.  

 

Your blood would be greatly 

appreciated! You may sign up online, on the patio 

between services, or by contacting Heidi Works, 

hsworks@cox.net or  361-5179. 

Helpful Hint: 

Load up on iron-rich foods in the 2 weeks before 

the blood drive to ensure that your blood will be 

accepted. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE 
Camp Pendleton San Onofre School 

We are participating in San Clemente Military 

Family Outreach’s annual school supplies drive for 

San Onofre K-8 school on Camp Pendleton.  We 

would greatly appreciate your donations of any 

quantity of the following new items: 
 
Kleenex & wipes 
Dry erase markers  
White board cleaner 
Notebook paper & copy paper 
Glue sticks & Adhesive tape 
Sticky notes of all sizes 
 

All donations must be received by Sunday, March 

16. Please leave in the narthex. Thank you! 

QUILT TOPS AVAILABLE FOR SEWING 
If you have a sewing machine and can sew a straight line...we need you! The Social 

Concerns Ministry continues to cut fabric squares for quilt tops as donated fabric 

comes in. Help is needed to sew the squares together. Check the Connections Table on 

the patio for pre-packaged bundles of fabric squares to take home, sew, and return to 

the narthex. Instructions are provided. We also welcome donations of cotton fabric at 

least 22” square and packages of full-size, low loft batting.  Thank you! 
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WELCOME INN CALENDAR 
Saturday, March 15 * April 5, 26 

7:45am - 8:30am 
 

Our Welcome INN ministry is growing! Many 

thanks to all of our new helpers who donated food, 

made burritos & rice krispie treats, and served food 

this past month:  

 

Heidi, Marlene, Julie, Linda, Sandy, Joelie, Grace, 

Dee, Emily, Ben, Stacey, Reece, Miles, Michael, 

Bob, Lulu, Kalani, Kyle, Chloe. You guys are 

awesome! 

 

Donations for food and help with serving food is 

always welcome. Join us! Contact Heidi Works, 

361-5179 or hsworks7@cox.net for the food prep 

needs,  schedule and food service location in Capo 

Beach.  

 

HUNGER ADVOCACY WORKING 

GROUP 
 

A new subcommittee of the Social Concerns Ministry  

has been formed to focus specifically on issues 

related to hunger  in our local community and in areas 

of extreme poverty around the world. Our goal is to 

become better educated about legislation that affects 

the availability and efficiency of food programs. 

 

We plan to bring opportunities to the congregation 

that will help us all be informed citizens so that we 

may advocate thoughtfully on behalf of those who 

lack food security. 

 

If you would like to know more, please talk to Roy 

Blumhorst, Linda Howard, Sam Olmstead, or Roberta 

Wall. We’ll be at the March 12 Lenten Soup Supper! 
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Our Savior’s Lutheran School News 
March 2014 

Lutheran Schools Week 
Theme: “To Tell The Story” 

“and teaching them to obey everything  

I have commanded you.” Matt 28:20 

 

During Lutheran Schools Week, ELEA schools and 

early childhood education centers will continue to 

educate students within the framework of the 

Gospel.  Our Savior’s will be enjoying this special 

week in the following ways: 

 

 Monday, 3/3-classrooms will decorate their 

doors with ideas centered around the theme. 

“Luther Pops” will be handed out 
 

 Tuesday, 3/4-Crazy Hair Day 
 

 Wednesday, 3/5-Read in the Classroom with 

your Stuffed Animal 
 

 Thursday, 3/6-Dress like your favorite Book 

Character 
 

 Friday, 3/7-Grandparents Day 

GRANDPARENTS DAY 
Friday, March 7, 2014 

A Very Special Day to Honor Those We Cherish 
 

Schedule of Events 
 

9:45am - Doors open for Chapel Program 

10:15am-11:00am - Chapel Program 

11:00am-11:15am - Reception in the Courtyard 

11:15am - Visit Classrooms  

Hear Now/Abramson 

Audiology and Speechnet 

will be on campus 3/18 

and 3/21 to provide a 

Speech and Hearing 

Screening for students 

who have registered in advance. The screening 

includes an evaluation of hearing abilities and 

middle ear function in both ears.  

Also, speech; language; voice; and 

fluency will be evaluated. Parents 

will receive a written explanation 

of the results after the test. 

Pennies and Peanut Butter...Our Savior’s 

church and school families will join together to 

collect coins, currency and canned goods for 

Second Harvest Food Bank during the month of 

March. 

Meet the Masters 

 

Our young artists will be studying American artist, 

Mary Cassatt (1844-1926).  Mary Cassatt was an 

American who traveled to France to study art.  It 

was quite an accomplishment for a woman, and an 

American at that, to exhibit with the famous 

Impressionists. She 

beautifully painted portraits 

of women and children. The 

art activity will emphasize 

creating portraits and hats 

using oil pastels on colored 

paper. 

School News continued on page 14 
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The fifth graders will have the opportunity to 

showcase their History Day projects at the Orange 

County History Day competition in Costa Mesa on 

Saturday, March 8th.  This year’s theme is Rights 

and Responsibilities in History. Representing Our 

Savior’s in the Group Division are partners Brock 

and Max Bowman with their project on the 

Tuskegee Airmen. Logan Giobbi (2nd Amendment) 

and Tim Linas (Native American Occupation of 

Alcatraz Island) will compete in the Individual 

Division. During this competition, schools from 

across the county, public and private, compete for 

the chance to represent Orange County at the state 

level in May. 

 

Please join us in congratulating all our students for 

their extraordinary work and wishing them well at 

the county level. 

Stanford Achievement Test 
 

The 1st-5th grades will be taking the Stanford 

Achievement Test and the Otis-Lennon School 

Ability Test beginning on Monday, 3/31. Students 

cannot pass or fail a test such as the SAT.  Test 

results will give the teachers an objective picture of 

how their students are progressing in school.  Scores 

can also show whether a student is improving in 

certain areas from year to year. 

youngest students can tell, in a very straight forward 

way, who Jesus is and what He does for us.  

The purpose of Lutheran schools is to educate 

students within the framework of the Gospel.  An 

important component of their curriculum is 

communication. Our Savior’s students are fortunate 

to learn many ways to communicate using the story 

of salvation as the most important topic.  At Our 

Savior’s Lutheran School, students get that 

opportunity from a very early age.  Starting in 

preschool through the first grade, students are given 

opportunities to tell their stories during sharing time.  

In kindergarten through 5th grade, students have a 

chance to speak into the microphone at our school 

openings, to memorize and recite Bible verses in 

chapel, and to perform skits which explain the 

Chapel Trait for the month.  This month we will 

look at citizenship through a gospel lens.  How does 

one act as a citizen of the world and of God’s 

kingdom at the same time? 

 

Take the time this week to celebrate with us as we 

recognize Lutheran schools, students, and all who 

are connected with them.  Take time this month to 

pray for the students and teachers of Our Savior’s 

Lutheran School, pray for all those who support 

OSLS and for all Lutheran schools from preschools 

through universities and seminaries. 

 

Blessings,  

 

Roberta Wall,  

Principal 

The first week of March, from 

2-9, 2014, is Lutheran Schools 

Week.  The theme for 

Lutheran Schools Week is To 

Tell the Story, providing us 

many opportunities to tell The 

Story in many ways from many points of view.  

 

Students in Our Savior’s Lutheran Schools are 

learning to tell their story in a Gospel centered 

environment. This year’s chapel theme is Friends of 

Jesus.  Our students have opportunities to tell the 

story based on their experience as Friends of Jesus. 

Students who have recently come to know Jesus 

Christ and may tell of their new found Friend. 

Others know Jesus as a life-long Friend.  Even our 

School News continued from page 13 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

HSYG 

Winter Retreat    

3/1 - 3/2 

2 “World Hunger” 
 

 

8:30 Bold Worship 
 

 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee 

Bells 
 

10:30 Classic 

Worship 

6:00 Evening 

Worship 
 

6:00 HSYG, YR 

 
 

3 
 

8:45 PTF 

Meeting 

 

 

6:00 Community 

Handbell, YR 

 

 

4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

3:00 Kids Club, 

Youth Room 

5 

 

 

 
 

11:00-Noon Manna 

Bible Study, FR 

 

7:00pm Worship  
 

All other Wednesday 

Night Activities  

will not meet. 

6 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

7    1/2 Day School 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grandparent’s Day 

 

8 
 

 

 

 

7:00 Men’s 

Breakfast 

@OSLC 

 
 

 

 
 

9  Daylight Saving 

Time Begins 
 

8:00 Youth Group 

Car Wash Fundraiser 
 

8:30 Bold Worship 
 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee 

Bells 
 

10:30 Classic Worship 
 

6:00 Evening Worship 
 

6:00 HSYG, YR 

10 

 

 
6:00 Community 

Handbell, YR 

 
 

 

 

 

11 
 

 

 
 

 

6:00 Gilchrist 

House, HSYG 
 

6:30 Council 

Meeting, FR 

 
 
 

 

12 
 

 

11:00 Manna Bible 

Study  

4:00 5th Gr Conf., YR  

5:00-5:30 Kid’s Dinner 

5:30 J.A.M., Sanctuary 

6:00 Lenten Soup 

Supper, FR 

6:30-8:00 MSYG   

6:45 Lenten Worship 

7:15 Celebration 

Singers 

13 
 

 

 

 

9:00 MOPS Meet 

14 

 
 

15  
 

 

7:45 Welcome Inn 

Breakfast 

Outreach 

 

9:00 OSLC Bike 

Ride 
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8:30 Bold Worship 
 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee 

Bells 

9:30 Potato Bar 
 

10:30 Classic Worship 

11:30 Potato Bar 
 

6:00 Evening Worship 
 

6:00 HSYG, YR 

17 
 
 

 

 
 

9:30 Women’s 

Bible Study, 

Evey Thomsen 
 

6:00 Community 

Handbell, YR 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

6:30 School 

Board Mtg, FR 

 

 

19 

 

11:00 Manna Bible 

Study  

4:00 5th Gr Conf., YR  

5:00-5:30 Kid’s Dinner 

5:30 J.A.M., Sanctuary 

6:00 Lenten Soup 

Supper, FR 

6:30-8:00 MSYG   

6:45 Lenten Worship 

7:15 Celebration Singers 

20 

 

 

 

9:00 MOPS Meet 
 
 

 
 

 
 

21 
 

 

 

 

22 
 

 

23   “Blood Drive” 
 

8:30 Bold Worship 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee 

Bells 

10:30 Classic Worship 

6:00 Evening Worship 

6:00 HSYG, YR 
 

30  “Habitat” 
 

8:30 Bold Worship 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee 

Bells 

10:30 Classic Worship 

6:00 Evening Worship 

6:00 HSYG, YR 

24 

 

 

 
6:00 Community 

Handbell, YR 

 
 

31 

 

 

 
6:00 Community 

Handbell, YR 

25 
 

 

9:00 Women’s 

Bible Study, 

Bonnie Little 

 26 
 

 

11:00 Manna Bible 

Study  

4:00 5th Gr Conf., 

YR  

5:00-5:30 Kid’s 

Dinner 

5:30 J.A.M., 

Sanctuary 

6:00 Lenten Soup 

Supper, FR 

6:30-8:00 MSYG   

6:45 Lenten Worship 

7:15 Celebration 

Singers 

 27 

 
 

9:00 MOPS Meet 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

28 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29 

 

Holy Communion  
Served every 

Sunday 

1st Sunday  

of the month 
Last Sunday  

of each month 

 

March 2014 

Lutheran 

Schools Week 

March 2 ~ 9 
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