The Messenger ~ September 2012
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School
San Clemente, California
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”

The Heart of any Congregation: Worship!
“Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD
in the splendor of his holiness.” Psalm 29.2
This past summer I have put a lot of thought
and prayer into the worship life here at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church. From our School Chapel on
Wednesday morning to the solemnity of Good Friday,
we are a congregation that offers a wide variety of
worship experiences. And this past summer we have
certainly been hard at work to support worship with
the addition of new staff, new sound system, new
projection equipment, and even getting the black
sprinkler pipes in the sanctuary painted white. In
addition we have added a new Sunday evening
worship opportunity with a commitment to have a
different sermon on Sunday evening and a different
style which is intended to be more reflective and
relaxed in its feel.
Why all this attention to Worship? And what
is worship?
Worship is the heart of any
congregation. Certainly we are called to do other
things, care for the last, the lost and the least, provide
programs and activities, have Bible studies and
special events; but all these things can be done by
others. Scouts and Junior Life Guards certainly
provide excellent youth programs and organizations
like FAM are hard at work on behalf of the
disadvantaged in our community. Anyone who can
convince folks to come over can lead a Bible study
and our senior center offers great opportunities for our
eldest citizens. And don’t get me wrong, we in the
church should be providing such things as well. My
point is that others do these things and sometimes
they even do them better. That being said, the one
thing that is the sole prerogative of the congregation
is worship. Public worship where there is no bouncer
at the door and everyone is welcome to a pew.
Public worship is where we gather to say
thank you to God. It is the place that we come and
admit amidst our many delusions of grandeur that our
smugness and self-assured swagger hides a plethora
of fears and insecurities underneath. And so we
gather to receive the very gifts of God, the gifts that
help us face the world and our own humanity with
hope and grace. What are these gifts, but the Word of

God proclaimed in clarity as Law and Gospel. That is
we hear a word that calls us to holiness (Law) and we
hear a word (Gospel) that proclaims God’s great love
for us through Jesus Christ. We hear the word of
God’s forgiveness and the proclamation that our sins
are absolved and we take into our hands the very body
and blood of our Savior and hear that this Jesus was
given for us (―given for you‖). Worship is about
receiving the gifts of almighty God and these gifts are
intended for the whole family of faith both young and
old.
Having received the gifts of God which come
to us in Word and Sacrament we are sent into the
world to be the living examples of what we ourselves
have received. That is, God uses worship to bless the
world! This is prefigured in our offerings which we
present in gratitude for all that God has done, but it
actualized fully in lives that connect the Word and
Sacrament with the needs and realities of the world.
Here we become as St. Peter says in his epistle
―Living stones‖ (1 Peter 2.5) that is we become the
means by which others can begin to see and
understand God. And what do we do, but invite those
who see God in us to come and experience his gifts
which are given in worship.
In our consumer based culture we have to be
careful not to fall into the ultimate blasphemy—
turning God and worship into a consumable, a
product, a device to expand our own egos and
aspirations.
We best defend against this by
remembering that worship is about God’s gifts and
our need for them. We certainly try hard to make
worship meaningful, we spend lots of money to
upgrade our sound and visual appeal—and that is all
good, for worship is the very heart of any
congregation. But let’s remember what worship is--the place we come to receive God’s good and gracious
gifts and there is nothing more important than this.
Peace!
Pastor Jeff

September Birthdays, Anniversaries & More
~ Anniversaries ~

~ Birthdays ~
Tristan Olmstead
Benjamin Majkrzak
Jim Miller
Bryan Hall
Masen Karsten
M’Liz Kelly
Tommy Cooper
Connor Parks
Jack Aitken
Bob Brown
Joyce Engelbretson
Trey Hornsby
Sheri Menke
Koen Waldfogel
Layna Hathaway
Kathy Lind
Shelly O'Byrne
Jasmine DeNault
Kathi Carr
Don Lund
Lisa Banks
Miyeko Kinoshita
Andrea Apodaca
Thomas Johnson
Bruce Mendoza

9/1
9/2
9/3
9/4
9/5
9/5
9/8
9/8
9/9
9/9
9/10
9/10
9/10
9/12
9/14
9/14
9/14
9/15
9/16
9/16
9/17
9/17
9/18
9/18
9/18

Michelle Overin
Alexa Horvath
Sandra Macatee
Wes Menke
Abby Stewart
William Wakeman
Maureen Aitken
Dalton Cardoso
Bronson Gabira
Steve Karsten
Sadie Johnson
Carolyn Majkrzak
Erin Vainoris
Gregg Horvath
Matthew Hoye
Carrie Reyes
Amanda Horner
Christy Karsten
Peter Lawrence
John Tully
Kimberly Berens
Barbara Bowen
Haley Ayers
Jason Garcia
Jennifer Salwender

9/19
9/20
9/20
9/20
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/22
9/23
9/23
9/24
9/24
9/24
9/25
9/26
9/26
9/27
9/27
9/27
9/27
9/28
9/28
9/29
9/29
9/30

OSLC FOOTBALL BRAGGING RIGHTS AT STAKE!!
Are you ready for some football? You are cordially invited
to join the OSLC Yahoo Pro Pick-em football challenge.
First of all, this is really easy! It's not Fantasy football and
all you have to do is try and pick the winner of each game,
each week. You will also be asked to pick what team you
think will score the most points in a given week and the
least. Finally you'll be asked to guess the final score on two games. It
takes about 10 minutes, but the bragging rights on the church patio last a
week!
Go to: http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem
Click on "Join PRIVATE Group" (not public)
Group ID: 32725
Password: oslcfootball
That’s it and you’ll be ready to play

Ryan & Carolyn Majkrzak 9/4
Doug & Monica Merrill
9/7
Bruce & Susan Mendoza
9/9
Nick & Marianne Bourgeois 9/12
Bobby & Sharon Guilliams 9/13
John & Rachel Mulligan
9/13
Jeff & Christine Balaban
9/14
Shig & Miyeko Kinoshita 9/17
Tom & Julie DeNault
9/23
Rob & Kirsten Murphy
9/23
Steve & Tanya Hathaway 9/23
Steve & Darcy (Hall) Scott 9/23
J.D. & Betsy Aasland
9/26
Mark & Erin Rowe
9/26
Craig & Debbi Townsend 9/26

VISION UPDATE:
Thank you to everyone who
sent in a Vision Survey. The
Vision Team is hard at work
looking at all this information
and will have a report for the
council and congregation later
this fall. Our Vision remains
―Inspired to Love, Encouraged
to Think and Sent to Serve‖ but
your honest feedback helps us
to discern how faithfully we are
living this out.

Please call or e-mail the church
office if your birthday or anniversary has not been mentioned.
(949) 492-6164
OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Presents

RALLY DAY 2012!
September 9th @12:00 PM
Join us for our annual kick-off to the
new church and school year!

10% of Funnel Cake Frenzy profits on
Rally Day will go directly to OSLC!





hand-dipped corn dogs
deep fried oreos
famous frenzy funnel cakes
and much more!

Rally Day activities include:
OSLC Ministry Booths - Find out how to get connected at OSLC!
Snow Cones and more from the OSLC Youth!
Drum Circle!
Face Formers (face painting)!
Inflatables Galore!
Dunk Tank (Don’t forget to dunk Pastor Jeff)!
OSLC First Annual Silent Pie Auction: All profits to benefit FAM!
3

Things of Interest

8:30am ~ Bold Worship
10:30am ~ Classic Worship
7:00pm ~ Evening Worship
September 9th
Adult Education begins
September 16th
Sunday School, Jubilee Bells begins
Church and School
Administration Office
will be closed
Monday ~ September 3, 2012

HABITAT BUILD DAY
SEPTEMBER 22, 2012
Saturday, September 22nd is our
Habitat Build Day in Santa
Ana. Please set the day aside to help us in this
important project. If interested please contact Steve
Kos at 949-492-5368 or skos@griotgroup.com.
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September 2012 ~ Music Notes
Here it is again – September. Time for our fall
programs at Our Savior’s to get ―up and running‖
again.

higher rates than did those with less education.
Among persons age 25 and over, 42.4 percent of
college graduates volunteered, compared with
18.2 percent of high school graduates and 9.8
percent of those with less than a high school
diploma.

Every fall, I put out a call for people to volunteer for
the music ministry. I know that being involved with
other people while making music is great fun and
you meet some of the best people in the world.

If you would like to volunteer in the music ministry
at Our Savior’s, here are some ways to become
involved:

However, if music is ―just not your thing‖, I
encourage you to VOLUNTEER anyway – for
something; anything! I found some interesting
statistics from the U.S. Dept of Labor about
volunteering.

YouthSing – Our children have the opportunity to
sing as a part of our Wednesday night Christian
education ministry. This lively group also provides
special music in worship. This program for children
ages preschool – 5th grade, is directed by Stephanie
Assisi, Director of Children’s Music.

Did you know…
 The volunteer rate rose by 0.5 percentage point to
26.8 percent for the year ending in September
2011, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. About
64.3 million people volunteered through or for an
organization at least once between September
2010 and September 2011. The increase in the
volunteer rate in 2011 followed a decline of
equal size in 2010.
 The volunteer rate of women increased from 29.3
percent to 29.9 percent in the year ending in
September 2011, while the volunteer rate for
men, at 23.5 percent, changed little. Women
continued to volunteer at a higher rate than did
men across all age groups, educational levels,
and other major demographic characteristics.
 By age, 35- to 44-year-olds and 45- to 54-yearolds were the most likely to volunteer (31.8 and
30.6 percent, respectively). Persons in their early
twenties were the least likely to volunteer (19.4
percent.
 As in earlier years, married persons volunteered
at a higher rate (32.3 percent) in 2011 than did
those who had never married (20.9 percent) and
those with other marital statuses (21.5 percent).
The volunteer rate of parents with children under
age 18 (33.7 percent) remained higher than the
rate for persons without children (24.1 percent).
 Individuals with higher levels of educational
attainment engaged in volunteer activities at

Celebration Singers – The adult choir (8th grade and
older) meets on Wednesday evenings in the Founders
Room at 6:45 p.m., immediately after Bible Study.
This group provides music for our 10:30 worship
service.
You do not need to read music to
participate. This group is directed by Karen Skipper,
Director of Music.
Jubilee Bells – our bell choir director, Sharon
Guilliams, says that if you know your right hand
from your left and can count to 4, you can ring bells.
This group meets on Sunday mornings at 9:40 a.m.
in Room 11.
Vocal Team/Worship band – we are always
looking for musicians who sing, play guitar,
percussion, wind or string instruments, or????? Talk
to Stephanie Assisi or Karen Skipper if you have a
gift for making music vocally or on an instrument.
We would be happy to audition you.
Whether it is in the music ministry or another area, I
encourage you to volunteer your time and talents.
You will give to others but, ultimately, YOU will
gain far more than you give.
In His Service
Karen Skipper, Director of Music
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WORDS, MUSIC, and RINGING

A Warm Welcome to Our New
Accompanist/Director of
Children’s Music
Stephanie Assisi

If a composer could say what he had to say
in words, he would not bother trying to say
it in music. ~Gustav Mahler
I was searching for something profound for the "start of the year join the bell choir" article, and I admit, I was struggling a bit. Then I
came across the above saying. What makes this
saying even more meaningful to me is that
Mahler is my maiden name.
As I contemplated the saying, it occurred to me
that if I could
articulate my faith
fully in words, I
would not ring. The
reason I began to ring some 25+ years ago,
was I could be a part of the church and did
not have to say anything. Ringing songs
that everyone knows (Silent Night, the
Lord's Prayer, even Jesus Loves Me) lets
the listener get lost in their own
experiences of what the words mean to them. Exposing people to
songs they do not know or songs that do not have words, allows them
to be transported to a different place and see God in a different way.
I have rung at weddings and funerals. Funerals are tough, but a
comment from the wife of the deceased has touched me most over the
years. She indicated that my ringing "In the Garden" was the most
meaningful part of the whole funeral service, because it was one of
"his" favorite hymns and she was comforted by the words of the song.
It is not a fancy arrangement of the song but meant the world to this
grieving widow. There would be no way I could
express my thoughts and prayers regarding her loss,
but the bells spoke for me and spoke to her.
If you are looking for a way to express your faith
without words, consider joining the Bell Choir. The
choir is open to people in 3rd grade and older. You do
not have to read music. We rehearse in between the
services on Sunday morning. Between September and
the New Year we will most likely ring three times
(Reformation plus or minus, Advent and Christmas
Eve). We can typically work through various commitments and
absences as long as we know in advance. Come and ring praises to
the Lord.
If you are curious, you can come to the last session of Handbell
Games on September 5, 2012 at 6:00 pm in the Founders Room,
come visit the music table at the Rally Day activities, or contact me.
Sharon Guilliams
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Stephanie is a classically trained
pianist and vocalist, music director
and educator, who has joyously come
to join Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
and School.
She is particularly
excited about working in such a
family friendly environment where
her soon-to-be newborn girl, Lana,
her son, Nelson and her husband can
come with her to church every
Sunday while she plays and sings for
the church services.
It is this
wonderful love of God and family
that she adores about Our Savior’s.
Stephanie has her BA in Piano and
Vocal Performance from UC Santa
Cruz, and has been a professional
piano accompanist for such
prestigious organizations/institutions
as The Boston Conservatory, CSUN,
Occidental College, Univ of TX at
Arlington and the L.A. Operetta
Project. She has also sung with the
Dallas Symphony Chorus and the
San Francisco Symphony Chorus.
As an educator and musician, she has
worked with and directed children
and youth in Musical Theater and
C horal program s throughout
California and taught private piano
lessons and vocal coaching for all
ages. In fact, Musical Theater is how
she met her wonderful husband
Trevor, Artistic Director of Happy
Hippo Theater, and why she is a busy
musical mama today.
Teaching
children music and worshipping God
through music are close to her heart
and she is very happy and proud to
join the Our Savior’s family.
Thank you for supporting the
youth
-Richard Turner

Youth and Children’s Ministry
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries
WHO GOES TO NEW ORLEANS IN THE HEAT OF THE SUMMER??
thousand Lutheran teens and their
T hirty-five
adult leaders from all over the United States!

how we are called to strive for peace within
ourselves, our community and the world.
We practiced Justice while painting a local school
which was in much need of repair and hope for a
better future for their students.

It was an amazing week for all of our "So Cal
Youth", as we called ourselves, travelling together
41 strong from here at Our Savior's, Lutheran
Church of the Resurrection in Huntington Beach, St.
Matthew's in North Hollywood, Messiah in Yorba
Linda, and Hill Avenue Grace in Pasadena.

We enjoyed Community as we walked the streets of
New Orleans, tried a little Cajun food, attended
nightly dances, played cards, and delighted in
conversation and tasty beignets at Café Du Monde.

The first few days were very hot and humid; we had
no showers and slept on the floor of a nearby
Lutheran church. The youth complained, "Why did
the Gathering have to be in New Orleans?"…"Who
would want to live here with such awful weather?"
We continued on visiting the sites of Orleans, their
swamps, cemeteries and saw first-hand the spoils of
Hurricane Katrina and the rebirth of the city. We
enjoyed daily devotions, singing and activities. And,
then it happened without notice…the youth began to
let go and let the Spirit lead. Their mood and
conversations changed to be inclusive of new people,
thoughts and ideas.
They became less about
"themselves" and more about "others". So when we
arrived at our gathering site midweek, we were "one
body in Christ with many parts" ready to grow as
Disciples, become Peacemakers, practice Justice
and join in Community.

Who goes to New Orleans in the heat of the
summer? "So CaL Youth" do and we were changed
by the experience, blessed by our congregations who
support us, and challenged by our faith to "Be the
Change" with Jesus leading us all the way!
Thank you, everyone, for this opportunity to serve!
Peace,
Bob Cooper,
Director Youth and Children’s Ministry
(Go to www.elca.org/gathering if you'd like to know
more about the speakers and program.)

We grew in Discipleship as we were moved nightly
by the music and message from the main stage of the
Super Dome. We heard ordinary people doing
extraordinary things through God's grace and the
love of Christ. Speakers like Pastor Nadia BoltzWeber, of House of All Sinners and Saints in
Denver; Shane Claiborne, who talked of the risk of
practicing discipleship; Megan Stubbs, whose family
move to Tanzania challenged her to serve; and Jamie
Nabozny, who suffered severe harassment by
classmates and fought for the right to be safe in
school. We enjoyed inspiring music by Rachel
Kurtz, AGAPE and a concert by Switchfoot!

The youth are
very grateful for
your support.
Look for their
personal ―Thank
You‖ notes
throughout the
newsletter.

We became Peacemakers in the interactive center
by becoming aware of the injustice in the world and
7

WHAT’S HAPPENING
September 2 ~ Sunday
Youth Committee Meeting 9:30am, Room 5
HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room
September 5 ~ Wednesday
MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room

Saturday ~ September 8, 2012
7:00am - 8:30am

September 9 ~ Sunday
HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room

Calling all men….. You are invited to join
us for a men's breakfast at OSLC.

September 11 ~ Tuesday
Gilchrist House 6:00pm

RSVP: mulli63@gmail.com
Hope you will be able to join us.

September 12 ~ Wednesday
5th Grade Confirmation Orientation
w/ Parents & Youth 4:00pm, Youth Room
MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room

Join the group for a Bike Ride

September 16 ~ Sunday
7th Grade Confirmation w/ Parents & Youth
11:45am, Founders Room
HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room

September 15, 2012

September 19 ~ Wednesday
5th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm, Youth Room
MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room
September 23 ~ Sunday
HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room
September 26 ~ Wednesday
5th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm, Youth Room
MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room

For more information contact Sharon Guilliams at
(949) 842-6391 or email sguilliams@cox.net

September 30 ~ Sunday
HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room

Thank you so much for supporting us, not
only as a whole youth group but also as
individuals. It means the world to me that I
was able to go back to New Orleans for the
youth gathering; it was so spectacular and
rewarding! Thanks so much, without your
support our youth group would not be what
it is today!
-KC Kelly
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FELLOWSHIP @ Our Savior’s
Farewell Summer...

WE NEED YOUR
RECIPES!!!

Hello 7:00pm Worship!

Ever find yourself
preparing a classic
OSLC dish that we all
have come to love and
enjoy at events? Ever
wished you could snag
a recipe that you have come to dream of and hope is
at every OSLC function?

Join us for a farewell to summer
before the 7:00pm worship!

OSLC Recipe Box is awaiting your scrumptious and
delightful recipes for us to collect and store in our
Recipe Box!

Potluck! Fellowship! Worship!

We would love to know any history behind these
treasures as well! Any family, historical, or just plain
funny fun facts will be a great addition to this
collection!

When: Sunday ~ September 2, 2012
Time: 6:00 pm

To view/print recipes submitted by our members go
to: www.oursaviorsonline.net/resources/recipes

Where: OSLC Patio

E-mail your recipes to:
Church Office oslcsec@sbcglobal.net
Fellowship maycoffee777@aol.com

(Child care available for the service!)
Contact Kat Yeakel for more info!
maycoffee777@aol.com ~ (949) 292-7910

Fellowship would like to
THANK everyone who
made this season so
amazing with our FIRST
OSLC Softball Team!
Contact Steve Kos if you
have interest for the Fall
Ball or Spring Ball!
Keep on practicing!
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Wednesday Evening
(Starts September 12th)

Sunday School!



See what all the BUZZ is about
at Sunday School!
A new fun and interactive
curriculum beginning
September 16th between the
morning church services.









Please contact Jennifer Gabira if you have any
questions about Wednesday nights, Sunday School,
or about volunteer opportunities.
jenniegabira@yahoo.com

4:00-5:00 5th Grade Confirmation, Youth Room
5:00-5:30 Family Dinner on the Church
Courtyard
5:30-6:30 Hands-On Bible Children’s Program
(Kindergarten - 5th Grade)
5:30-6:30 Adult Bible Study (Led by Pastor Jeff)
6:30 - MSYG, Youth Room
6:45-8:00 Celebration Singers, Founders Room
7:15 6th Grade Confirmation, Youth Room

(The Nursery is available for children under 4 years
while parents attend Bible Study)

Hands-On Bible
Wednesday Children’s Program
e will learn all about The Word with fun hands on learning. ―Hands –On
W
Bible‖ curriculum teaches important Bible Truths with simple but
meaningful hands-on lessons, games, and songs. Wednesday night fun costs $30
for the entire year and includes a hardcover ―Hands- on Bible‖ for your child to
bring to church every week. Sign-ups will be at the Rally Day booth!
Wednesday nights begins at 5pm with a $3 Pizza dinner for you to enjoy with
your family. Our ―hands-On‖ fun begins at 5:30p and ends at 6:30p. The program
is for children K-5th grade.
Come check out the Christian Ed booth at Rally Day to see what we have in store
and play some carnival games! Prizes and fun to be had by everyone.

Hands-On Bible Registration Form 2012
Name:___________________________________

Grade:__________

Parent(s) Name:___________________________
Address:_________________________________
_________________________________________
Phone_______________________________
e-mail_______________________________

Registration fee: $30.00 for one child. $20.00 each additional child.
Includes Hands-On Bible for each child.
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Women of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
“Bible Study in the OC” At Our Savior’s
Saturday, September 15, 2012
9:00am ~ 2:30pm

Women’s Bible Study Groups

Ladies of OSLC come join us for a fun day of
Bible study & Fellowship
with ladies from all over So. Calif.
As Dr. Audrey West, author of
this year’s Bible study introduces

“Gathered by God”
If you would like to share
your time and talents on this day,
contact Loretta Cooper 361-2951
lmdcooper@cox.net or
Kelly Frohner 361-2331
andrewsmom@prodigy.net



9:30-11:00am ~ 3rd Monday of the month at the
home of Evey Thomsen beginning Monday,
September 17, 2012. Contact: Joelie Buchan
366-0468



1:00pm-2:30pm ~ 2nd Tuesday of the month in
the OSLC Founders Room beginning Tuesday,
September 18, 2012. Contact: Kelly Frohner
361-2331



9:00am-11:00am the last Tuesday of the month
at the home of Bonnie Little beginning Tuesday,
September 25, 2012. Contact: M’Liz Kelly
369-5037

If one of these doesn’t work for you let me know
and we might be able to start a new one that does.
Questions: contact Kelly Frohner at
(949) 361-2331or andrewsmom@prodigy.net

We look forward to your call.

“Bible Study in the OC” (RSVP by 09/1/2012)
Name ____________________________________
Phone ____________________________________

Fall Schedule 2012
Thursdays, 9:00-11:30am
10 Sessions: Sept 20 – Jan 10

E-mail ____________________________________
Childcare needed? (please bring a sack lunch)
# of Children ___________ ages _____________

No MOPS on
October 11
November 1 & 22
December 6, 20 & 27
January 3, 2013

Enclose your check for $25.00 made out to OSLC
Mail to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
200 Avenida San Pablo
San Clemente, CA 92672
Attn: Kelly Frohner
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CONFIRMATION
BEGINS!!
PARENT MEETINGS
Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:45am ▪ Sanctuary
Starting September 9th

C

onfirmation is a ministry of education,
fellowship and service which has the goal of
preparing children for an active partnership in the
ministry of the church. Confirmation is one of the
ways the church tries to work in partnership with
parents to fulfill the promises made at baptism on
behalf of their child. Here at Our Savior’s we have
a three (3) year program.

“Covenantal Conversations:
Christians and
Jews in dialogue.”
A good deal of JewishChristian dialogue has occurred during the last sixty
years. It has been fruitful not only in helping
Christians and Jews understand each other more
accurately and more fully, but in prompting
Christians to rethink some aspects of their own
religious tradition.
Christians have come to
appreciate aspects of the biblical tradition that they
may have overlooked or undervalued. We’ll use a
DVD to initiate our conversations as we explore the
richness of the Jewish tradition. It is hard to
comprehend Christianity without a basic
understanding of the Jewish faith.

5th Graders: Meet each Wednesday at 4:00pm –
5:00pm in the youth room. The first session is for
parents and students as we come together to explain
the program and set the schedule for the year. Please
at least one parent of each 5th grader should attend:
YOUTH ROOM 4:00pm on Wednesday,
September 12th.

Wednesday Manna Bible Study
Founders Room
11:00am to Noon every Wednesday

6th Graders: Come on out to Middle School Youth
Group on Wednesday Nights starting September
12th. Youth Group starts at 6:30pm with time for
games and fun. 6th Grade Confirmation Small Group
begins at 7:15pm – 8:00pm. (If you can’t make it for
youth group….make sure you come to small group at
7:15pm).

Meet with Pastor Jeff as we look forward to the
lessons that will be read on Sunday morning.
Together we begin to open up the texts to our
modern ears and often times our conversations
become a part of Sunday’s sermon. There is no
better way to prepare for Sunday Morning worship
than Manna Bible Study.

7th Graders: An important orientation meeting for
your final year of confirmation will be on Sunday
September 16th at 11:45am (Following 10:30am
Worship) in the Founders Room. We will go over the
yearly schedule and expectations.

Wednesday Evening
5:30pm ▪ Founders Room
Starting September 12th
“How to read the Bible…and get something out
of it!” Many folks have confessed a desire to read
their Bible, but have also voiced their frustration in
being able to engage with scripture on a personal
level. Utilizing a video format featuring Dr. Mark
Alan Powell we’ll look at the many ways you can
interpret scripture and lift up those particular
Lutheran perspectives that have been helpful
through the ages. Reading the Bible should be a
joy of every believer and this course is meant to
help bring that joy to the surface.

If you have any questions about confirmation
ministry please contact the Bob Cooper or Pastor
Jeff.
Parents of 5th Graders:
Orientation on Wednesday September 12th,
4:00pm in Youth Room.
***************
Parents of 7th Graders:
Orientation on Sunday September 16th at
11:45am in the Founders Room
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Left Behind and Loving It?

HOLY LAND TRIP:
Initial Deposits Due!

P

astor Jeff will be
leading a trip to
Israel this coming
summer July 2 – 11,
2013.
Over the years
many people have asked
Pastor about leading a
trip to the Holy Land and
the opportunity has
finally come!
We
picked July in order to
minimize the crowds and also to hopefully allow a
greater amount of folks to talk advantage of the trip.
This is not a leisurely jaunt as there will be no days to
sit by the pool but will be a spiritually rich and full
itinerary of walking where Jesus walked and
experiencing the land of Israel first hand.
Highlights include: The city of Jerusalem including
visits to the Mount of Olives, the Western Wall of the
Temple, the Temple mount, the way of the cross and the
church of the Holy Sepulcher. We’ll also visit such
noteworthy places as Bethlehem, the shepherds fields
and Bethany. In the Judean wilderness we’ll head to
Jericho, Qumran (Dead Sea scrolls), the Dead Sea and
Masada. While in the Galilee we’ll visit Nazareth,
Cana, the Mount of the Beatitudes, the Mount of
Transfiguration, Capernaum and have Holy
Communion while sailing on the Sea of Galilee.
Finally we’ll also have time to visit one of the
Decapolis cities, Caesarea by the sea and Mt. Carmel.
Price for the trip Includes all accommodations,
Breakfast and dinner daily, Airfare, All entrance fees,
All ground transportation, lunch at the Shepherds Field.
The approximate cost $3,880 (cash price), $3,996
(regular price). Single supplement extra. Land only
price $1,875 (cash price), $1,995 (regular price).
IMPORTANT: Sunday, September 23 Linda from
Alpha2omega travel will be here to answer any and all
questions about the trip. She will be available inbetween worship services and after the 10:30 worship in
the Founders room. We will be asking for an initial
deposit of $300 per person on September 23 to secure
your place. Any questions contact Pastor Jeff.
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Author/Pastor D. Mark Davis comes to
Our Savior’s Sunday ~ October 7, 2012
at worship and special Lecture Series!
Mark your calendars
for Sunday October 7th
as Dr. D. Mark Davis
comes to Our Savior’s
to offer a different
perspective than the
fear and doom oriented
end of the world
teaching that is so
prevalent in much of
the church. ― Rather
than presenting a
steroid-buffed Jesus
wrapped
in
an
American flag and "coming again in clouds of
gunfire," Left Behind and Loving It invites
readers to approach some of the most
controversial and scary portions of the Scriptures
with the utter confidence that "God's steadfast
love endures forever." Rather than asserting a
hope premised on a few chosen ones escaping
the world, Left Behind and Loving It argues that
if it is Jesus who is to return (and not his evil
twin), then the second coming has redemption
written all over it. Many today cannot accept the
escapist, violent, end-of-the-world scenario
envisioned by "Left Behind" theology. Left
Behind and Loving It invites readers not to fear
but to trust in God's steadfast love and look at the
finitude of the world with hope in an infinitely
loving God.‖ Dr. Davis will be preaching on
Sunday Morning and offering a Lecture with
Questions and Answers following on Sunday
Afternoon! Get the word out about this great
opportunity.
If you would like a copy of Mark’s Book: ―Left
Behind and Loving It: A Cheeky Look at the
End Times,‖ 2011 contact Pastor Jeff.
Thank you for all your support and
donations to help send us to New
Orleans. -Camden Kos

Welcome back to Our
Savior’s, and to our
normal schedule. I
hope all of you had a
fantastic summer.

entrances.
Also, when we welcome new
members, perhaps we should have name tags for
them, so congregants will know their names.
 We could always try to have someone at patio
exit, to tell everyone how good it was to see
them, and to give a special welcome to guests.

After much initial enthusiasm for my position as
Evangelism Council member, I feel rather like I have
run into a wall. Below, are some of the ―bricks‖ to
my ―wall‖.

We need to remember that everyone wants to be
welcomed, but guests are especially grateful for
being recognized. They want to observe our church
service and be provided an easy opening, if they
choose to come again.

My efforts to start a ―Greeter Committee‖ have not
been successful. Few seem to want to additional
responsibility, which I do understand. Our lives are
all filled with responsibilities of family, home and
work. Still, I keep thinking there must be a way.

We ALL can make the effort to greeting our guests
and people who have been away, for some reason.
Why not take it upon yourself to stand at the door to
patio or parking lot, before or after church, and greet
people, whether you know them or not. Or, come a
few minutes early, walk around the sanctuary or
patio, and say hello to visitors as well as your
friends? You will be really surprised at how good
you feel, after doing so. And, I think you will be
surprised at how welcome your special efforts are.

I thought that maybe we could have caps or shirts, to
identify ourselves, as member of OSLC, when we
are serving our community, but ran into some
roadblocks there, as well, such as cost and differing
opinions on which would be better, or what style
would be best.
Name tags were suggested by several people, and
seemed like a good idea, but I am told by nearly
everyone else that they are too much of a hassle, and
too many people don’t like them.

A few other ideas I have been knocking about are:
Recognition Sunday: when we honor the various
groups in our church. These might be our
military families, scouts, youth group, ministries,
etc.
 Open House Sunday: A small variation of our
Pot Lucks. It would be a time to encourage
visitors. Maybe time to show off our children's’
art or musical talent.
 Concert Sunday: where our wonderful musicians
present a concert, together, at a different and
special time. I think we need to have a special
opportunity to let them know how much we
appreciate them.
 Invitation Sunday: where we are encouraged to
invite a friend or family to come to one of our
services. (Although we should all be doing that,
all of the time.)


Taking them one by one, I am wondering if:
We couldn’t better incorporate ushering and
greeting. I know it is often difficult to do both,
but with little effort, I believe it could be done.
Our ushers are there to welcome everyone, and to
give out the Sunday bulletins. Would it really be
so difficult to give a special greeting to people
you don’t know, and don’t remember seeing
before? I may be wrong, but it doesn’t seem to
me that greeting those people with a special
―We’re glad to have you’re here today. I don’t
recall seeing you before‖ would be too hard. It
would also be a perfect time to hand out the cards
I had made. They should always be at hand. I
hand at least one out to visitors, every service,
and people always seem to welcome them.
 It was suggested that we at least have name tags
for our ushers. We all know how much easier it
is to remember peoples’ names, if we see them
written. If we had stick on name tags, in the
racks on the pews, with marker pens, maybe a
few of our members would use them, so
newcomers would remember their names, as
well. That way, there would be no hold up, at the


I am asking for your help. REALLY. Please let me
know your thoughts on the above, and about any new
and different ideas. I welcome them all.
My email is billiebuffington@cox.net and my phone
is (949) 366-0532.
In Christ,
Billie Buffington, Evangelism Ministry
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Social Concerns Ministry Team News
Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity

Welcome INN Breakfasts

Our latest Habitat home broke ground last month in
Santa Ana and will be under construction through
December.

Would you like to serve at Welcome INN ?
We invite you to become a part of this ministry either
to shop for food, prepare food, assemble bags, or
hand-out the food. We are excited to serve our
community in this way and hope you will join us!
Heidi Works, hsworks7@cox.net or 361-5179, is our
local coordinator. You can learn more about
Welcome INN at www.welcomeinnoc.com.

COME BUILD!
Spend a day volunteering on-site. We have reserved
Saturday, September 22, for Our Savior’s to bring a
group out to help build the home. No construction
experience is necessary or expected—Habitat’s
professional construction superintendents know
exactly how to make the most out of your volunteer
experience. You must be 16 years or older—no
exceptions.

We prepare the bags on Friday afternoon and meet
at the site at 7:45am. We are generally done by
8:30am.Our next Saturday morning is September
15.

Please contact Steve Kos, skos@griotgroup.com or
492-5368, if you would like to reserve your spot. We
need to be there by 7:30am for check-in and a safety
orientation and work until about 3:30pm.It is a fun
and rewarding day. Try it!

“I was hungry and you fed me.”

Another way to serve is to provide lunch for the
volunteers that day—usually around 30-35 people.
You would be responsible for providing the food and
delivering it to the site at lunch time. If you would like
more information about that, contact Linda Howard,
howardtully@cox.net or 949-422-5258.

Quick & Painless Volunteer Opportunity!
Assemble Health Kits
Saturday, September 8, 9:00am
Founders Room
We have 200 Personal Care Kits to bundle up
for Lutheran World Relief. This will take about 2
hours
with
enough
help.
RSVP
to
howardtully@cox.net just in case the day or time
changes—or just show up!

Looking Ahead—Save these Dates:
Sunday, October 21, 1pm: Annual Hunger Walk to benefit Family Assistance Ministries
Saturday, October 27, 7pm: Annual Variety Show to benefit San Clemente Military Family Outreach
Sunday morning, November 4: LWR Fair Trade Sale to benefit artisans and farmers
Wednesday evening, December 5: Mary’s Feast to benefit San Clemente Military Family Outreach

Come See Us at Rally Day!!! Sunday, September 9
15

Social Concerns Ministry Team News
THANK YOU to all who came out
to walk as part of the OSLC
TEAM at Relay for Life 2012!!
And THANK YOU to all those who
also donated time or money to the
American Cancer Society!!
35 teams raised $34,000 at the
San Clemente event, and team
Our Savior’s contributed over
$1,500 to raise awareness and
dollars for research to find a cure
for cancer of all kinds.
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OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
TREASURER’S FINANCIAL REPORT
JULY 2012
Average July Attendance:
Average Weekly Offering:
Budget Requirement:
Unrestricted Gifts:
Budget:

Current Month
$38,282
$37,344

218 people
$ 9,570/wk
$ 9,336/wk

July 2012 ~ Highlights

FYTD
$38,282
$37,344

A warm welcome was given
to our new council members:
Chad Wilcox - President
Jennifer Gabira - Christian Ed
Kirsten Murphy - Worship & Music
Heidi Works - Social Outreach
Steve Kos - Stewardship

These are your gifts to the church through general
envelopes and plate offerings; they are used for
operating budget expenses. Annual Contributions
are currently 2% above the Congregation approved
annual budget needs.
Designated Gifts:
$ 1,100
World Hunger
$ 538
Habitat for Humanity $ 562

$ 1,100
$ 538
$ 562





Church Mortgage Balance: $ 792,646.43*
*monthly mortgage payment for the classroom
building is paid from the school funds



Thank You For Your Stewardship!
Blessings! Karen Coffee, Treasurer



Thank you so much for all the support for
our NOLA, citizens of the saints trip.
Everyone had so much fun and i will never
forget all the memories and how much i
grew in faith from this. Thank you so much
for helping us make this happen! :)



During Pastor Jeff’s vacation Pastor Lucy
Stafford-Lewis will be here for our Sunday
morning services
Painting of the sprinkler system in the narthex
was approved.
Vacation Bible School was terrific! Thank you
to all of the volunteers for sharing your time
and talents.
Seven Youth from Our Savior’s attended the
ELCA National Youth gathering in New
Orleans.
Preparations for Rally Day Sunday, September
9th are underway. Mark your calendar.

Respectfully submitted by Liz Derdzinske,
Congregation Council Secretary
Next council meeting ~ September 11 at 6:30pm

Love,
Maranda Gutierrez

Thank you for helping us to get to our
destination, back home and allowing us to
grow with god and share his grace with the
people of NOLA.
-William Wakeman
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OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL NEWS
SEPTEMBER 2012
LABOR DAY HOLIDAY
September 3rd
SCHOOL OFFICE CLOSED
Drop in to “Meet Your Teacher” on Tuesday,
September 4th between 9:00 and 11:00 am. All
students are invited to drop by and visit their new
classroom and teacher. We strongly encourage all
preschoolers, Kindergarteners and new students to
take advantage of this opportunity as it helps with
those first day of school jitters. This is also a great
time to bring in your classroom supplies.

First Days of School
The first day of elementary school
(Kindergarten—5th grade) is on
Wednesday, 9/5. Opening begins
promptly at 8:30am. This is a minimum
day and dismissal is at 12:00 noon.
There is NO DAY CARE.
Tuesday/Thursday preschool and
Jr. Kindergarten starts on
Thursday, 9/6, 8:45am-11:45am.
NO LUNCH BUNCH OR DAY CARE

Back-to-School Nights
Tuesday, 9/18 - Elementary Grades, 6:30 pm
Thursday, 9/27 - Preschool Classes, 6:00 pm

Monday/Wednesday/Friday (am & pm)
Preschool classes start on Friday, 9/7
8:45am - 11:45am/12:15pm - 3:15pm.

These evenings are designed for parents to hear
about the teacher’s plans for the year and the
class curriculum. All children should be left at
home. This will allow parents the opportunity to
fully concentrate on the information being
presented by the teachers.

Preschool Enrichment
begins on Monday, 9/10
Preschool Lunch Bunch and Day Care
start on Monday 9/10.

Thank you so much for all your help and support. We
couldn’t have gone without your help.
-Andi Apodaca
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2012
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

Holy Communion
served
every Sunday

1st Sunday
of the month

Last Sunday
of each month

2 “World Hunger”

3

4

5

6

7

8

8:30 MOPS
Leadership Mtg,
FR

7:00 Men’s
Breakfast @OSLC

14

15

8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Youth
Committee Meeting
10:30 Classic
Worship
6:00 Summer
Potluck
7:00 Evening
Worship
7:00 HSYG, YR

9

Kindergarten-5th
1/2 Day
11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR

8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Adult
Education
10:30 Classic
Worship

6:00 Handbell
Games, FR

Church & School
Office Closed

10
8:00 School
Picture Day, FR

Noon Rally Day

6:30 MSYG, YR

11
1:00 Women’s
Bible Study, FR
6:00 Gilchrist
House
6:30 Council
Meeting, FR

7:00 Evening
Worship
7:00 HSYG, YR

16

17

18

8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Sunday School,
Adult Ed., Jubilee
Bells

9:00am PTF
Meeting

10:30 Classic Worship
11:45 7th Grade
Confirmation
Orientation, FR
7:00 Evening

9:30 Women’s
Bible Study,
Evey Thomsen

9:00 Health Kit
Assembly, FR

6:30 Elementary
Back-to-School
Night
6:30 School Board
Meeting

Worship

12

13

11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR
4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR
5:00 Pizza Dinner
5:30 Hands-On Bible
Children’s Program,
Sanc
5:30 Ad Bible Study, FR
6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration Singers,
FR
7:15 6th Grade Conf
Conf., Sanctuary

19

9:00 Bible Study
in the OC
9:00 Childcare
OC Bible Study
9:00 OSLC Bike
Ride

20

11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR
4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR
5:00 Pizza Dinner
5:30 Hands-On Bible
Children’s Program,
Sanc
5:30 Ad Bible Study, FR
6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration Singers,
FR
7:15 6th Grade Conf
Conf., Sanctuary

21

22

28

29

8:45 MOPS Mtg,
FR, YR, Nursery

7:00 HSYG, YR

23
8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Sunday School,
Adult Ed., Jubilee Bells
10:30 Classic Worship
7:00 Evening Worship
7:00 HSYG, YR

30 “Habitat for Humanity”
8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Sunday School, Adult
Ed., Jubilee Bells
10:30 Classic Worship
7:00 Evening Worship
7:00 HSYG, YR

24

25
9:00 Women’s
Bible Study,
Bonnie Little

26

27

11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR
4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR
5:00 Pizza Dinner
5:30 Hands-On Bible
Children’s Program,
Sanc
5:30 Ad Bible Study, FR
6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration Singers,
FR
7:15 6th Grade Conf
Conf., Sanctuary

19

8:45 MOPS Mtg,
FR, YR, Nursery
6:00 Preschool
Back-to-School
Night
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church & School
~ The Messenger ~
September 2012
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
WORSHIP HOURS
8:30am ~ Bold Worship
9:30am ~ Sunday School, Adult Education, Jubilee Bells*
10:30am ~ Classic Worship
*Starting September 16th
Nursery Care available all morning for children 4 and under!
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