The Messenger ~ April 2012
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School
San Clemente, California
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”

The Best Easter Sermon I Ever Heard
When you visit the Holy Land you are immediately
forced to make a decision in regards to the place of
Jesus death and burial and thus the resurrection.
Some folks (and they are right by the way) are
convinced that the ancient site of the church of the
Holy Sepulcher is the place where both Jesus was
crucified and just a small ways away resurrected.
The church has been built to encompass both places.
Others will insist that the so called “Garden Tomb”
or “Gordon’s Calvary” is the place where this
happened and they’ll point out a grave that is on the
property and the general ‘feeling’ of the place as
proof.
Both are wonderful places to visit as the Holy
Sepulcher has the weight of history and archaeology
on its side; but the Garden Tomb gives you a sense of
what it may have been like on that first Easter. What
amazed me this past January when I was visiting the
Garden Tomb with Kelly is that the guide who was
given to us at the Garden Tomb and who is an
‘employee’ of that place began his explanation by
saying: “Of course this isn’t the actual place where
Jesus was buried and resurrected. It just doesn’t
make any sense with what we now know about
Jerusalem and how it was laid out in Jesus’ day.” I
was relieved that he wasn’t going to try and push a
lost cause as I was armed with my “Oxford
Archaeology Guide” and could have rebuffed any of
his arguments. But what happened next made me a
believer in the power of the Garden Tomb.
“This isn’t the place,” he said, “But so what.” He
continued, “The point isn’t whether or not Jesus’
Tomb is here or over there, the point is that it’s
empty! That Jesus isn’t here, but that he’s been
raised and is out in the world, the real world.” And
then he pointed to a loud street and municipal bus
station that is right below the Garden Tomb and he
continued, “and what a better place to remember that

truth then right here, right where ordinary people
come to catch the bus, a mixture of Jews and Arabs
coming to use the bus because they can’t afford any
other means of getting around. Where else would
Jesus be, then right here, right there, where the
people come and go about their everyday lives.
Most of them won’t even think about Jesus, might
not even care about Jesus, but there he is out in the
world that still doesn’t know him.”
He looked us all in the eye and continued, “and
that’s the point right?” “Not whether or not we
know where Jesus’ Tomb was; but that he’s not
here. That he’s been raised from the dead and is
now out in the world were we still meet him each
and every day. Maybe this isn’t the place, but it
might just be as good as any other to remind us of
the most important thing—he’s not here.”
Armed with all my scholarly might, I was humbled
by his passion and his insight into what really
matters. He was right, the point wasn’t to set up a
shrine, build a church, or provide a place for
pilgrims. The real message is that the Tomb is
empty and that Jesus goes before us, even now!
To my young Israeli friend at the Garden Tomb,
thanks for the best Easter Sermon I ever heard.
Peace!
Pastor Jeff

April Birthdays, Anniversaries & More
~ Birthdays ~
Avery Wilcox
Christopher Baker
Billie Buffington
Kiley Butkus
Emily Lawrence
Jo Arons
Sandy Pridham
Michael Turner
Andrea Waldfogel
Jay Rayl
Lola Davies
Don Hansen
Craig Townsend
Eleanor Whalen
Matthew Merrill
Sharon Guilliams
Judi Klaske
Marlene Fitzhugh
Jackie Key
Julie DeNault
Michelle Lawrence
Matthew Garcia
Julie Gladden
Tyler Salwender
Cassie Stewart
Debbie Krogman
Dane Hanson
Trace Wilcox
Kyle Lewis
Nicholas Lindholm
Emma Lorimer
Sheri Schrofer
Helen Crenshaw
Tom DeNault
Greg Kalagian
Christi Calvert
Steve Hathaway
Tove Brock
Tom Cooper
Val Streed
Pastor Jeff
Brooke Crowe
Monica Merrill

~ Anniversaries ~
4/4
4/6
4/7
4/7
4/7
4/8
4/8
4/8
4/8
4/9
4/10
4/10
4/10
4/10
4/11
4/12
4/12
4/13
4/13
4/14
4/14
4/15
4/15
4/15
4/17
4/18
4/19
4/19
4/21
4/22
4/22
4/22
4/23
4/23
4/24
4/25
4/26
4/27
4/27
4/27
4/29
4/30
4/30

Jeff & Michele Young
Daryl & Mahtty Kowalik
Wilson & Mila Olbrich
John Tully & Linda Howard
Sam & Jenn Olmstead
Bob & Jennifer Berschauer
Brad & Erin Crowe
Alan & Lana Lundgren
Steve & Tiffany Rennie

4-7
4-8
4-9
4-11
4-13
4-23
4-26
4-28
4/29

If I missed your birthday,
anniversary or have a wrong date
please call or e-mail the
church office at ~ 492-6164 ~
~ OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net ~

Please Stay Current…
If you have a new address, telephone number
or email address please contact the church office
at (949) 492-6164
or email at OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net
with the changes so we can update our records.

On April 5th during Maundy Thursday Worship,
Our Savior’s gave recognition to the following
children who received Holy Communion
for the first time that evening:
Benjamin Cooper, Carly Hoffmeister,
Keith Hoffmeister, Sean Hoffmeister, Dane Olbrich,
Ashton Peasley, Hunter Peasley, Kathryn Ramm,
Nicholas Reyes, Joshua Salwender, Paxton Taylor,
Alexa Waldfogel and Wade Wilson.

Some Parenting Words of Wisdom!
Whenever you draw a line between who’s “in” and who’s “out,”
you’re bound to find Jesus on the other side. I think our kids need to
hear that. ---David Lose, Pastor and Theologian
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SUNDAY NIGHT WORSHIP

BEGINS APRIL 29TH - 7:00PM

Over the years many folks have asked about the possibility of
providing an alternative worship time for Our Savior’s.
Sunday
morning is no longer a protected time and many folks find conflicts
with work schedules and other commitments.
Starting April 29th
we’ll launch an 8 week commitment to providing a Sunday Night
Worship Experience.
We are pleased to announce that Phil Sillas, a local San Clemente
worship leader will be partnering with us to provide the music and
serve with Pastor Jeff on Sunday evenings. Phil has a long history in
the music industry as an arranger, composer, producer, song writer
and musician and currently is the editor of SongDISCovery at
Worship Leaders Magazine where he introduces new worship music
and artists to a worldwide audience. Phil has his pulse on the
contemporary music scene while being dedicated to providing a
unique experience for us at Our Savior’s.
Each Sunday night service will include an expanded gathering time
of music, Holy Communion and a unique message by Pastor Jeff
which will differ from the Sunday morning sermon. We won’t be
trying to ‘clone’ what others are doing, but create a unique worship
experience that is accessible to everyone in our community and
provides a solid point of entry into the life and ministry of OSLC.

PHIL SILLAS
Phil brings a wealth of
musical talent with him
and most importantly a
passion for helping us
develop a Sunday
Evening Worship that is
faithful and accessible to
the community.

Spread the word, and plan to join us on April 29th at 7:00pm!

APRIL 8
EASTER SUNDAY
Worship Hours

April 1 - Palm/Passion Sunday
8:30 & 10:30am

8:00am  9:30am  11:00am

April 5 - Maundy Thursday
7:00pm Worship (First Communion)

Special Music at all services
Childcare provided for all services

April 6 - Good Friday
7:00pm Worship (Tenebrae Service)

(No Sunday School today)
3

Youth and Children’s Page
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries

What the Kids Learned at
Winter Camp
Last month I told you all about what happened at our
Middle School Winter Retreat at Camp YOLIJWA. I
went into detail about the challenges of the aging
facility and how proud I was of the youth and their
willingness to simply “go with the flow”, All of that
still applies, but there is more to the story, a good
deal more.

April 1 - Sunday
 Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser
 HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room
April 3 - Tuesday
 Kid’s Club 3:00pm, Youth Room

One of the workshops during the retreat was a class
on social outreach highlighting the malaria problem
in developing countries. As part of this workshop the
kids learned how to make inexpensive “Friendship
Bracelets” and were then encouraged to give them to
the camp to sell or sell them themselves and donate
the proceeds to the malaria relief efforts sponsored
by the church. The kids did as instructed and made
some bracelets and then went on about with the rest
of the camp activities.

April 4 - Wednesday
 5th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm, Youth Room
 MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room
April 7 - Saturday
 HSYG Service at The Atria, 5:45pm
April 10 - Tuesday
 Gilchrist House 6:00pm
April 11 - Wednesday
 No 5th Grade Confirmation
 No MSYG

The real story takes place after we returned home, It
turns out that 3 of our kids; Sara Barnes, Kyle
Streuter, and Maya Howie took it upon themselves to
purchase more materials to make more bracelets.
They are making these bracelets and selling them to
their friends, family, and door to door. As of this
writing they have raised over $200.00 for the malaria
relief efforts. Their contribution alone will provide
mosquito nets for 20 families who can now sleep
safely, without fear of contracting this deadly
disease.

April 13 - Friday
 MSYG Endless Food and Fun, 5:00pm
April 15 - Sunday
 Carwash Fundraiser, 8:00am-Noon
 HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room
April 18 - Wednesday
 5th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm, Youth Room
 MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room

These young people have demonstrated our calling in
the most powerful example I can think of. They are
living out the philosophy that we come to worship to
hear the good news and when we leave the building,
‘Church” begins.

April 22 - Sunday
 HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room

Well done good and faithful servants.

April 29 - Sunday
 HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room

April 25 - Wednesday
 5th Grade Confirmation, Youth Room
 MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room

Bob Cooper,
Youth and Children’s Ministry
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April 1st ~ Palm Sunday
9:30am & 11:30am

Piñ

All Proceeds Benefit our
High School Youth Trip to the
National Youth Gathering in
New Orleans this July
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Sunday ~ May 6, 2012
4:00pm
Join us for the
9th Annual Tacos and Talent Night

Free
Will
Offering

Food, Fun and Prizes
Proceeds benefit OSLC Youth Group
Don’t miss out!
You will also find in the envelope a prayer card for
our youth attending the 2012 ELCA Youth
Gathering. We ask that you would pray for them,
and greet them as you see them in worship.

Envelope 144 Continues!
Our heartfelt thanks to everyone who has
participated in this fundraiser thus far, your
generosity is much appreciated.

We currently have SEVEN youth and two adults
signed up to go to the 2012 ELCA Youth Gathering:
“Citizens with the Saints” So we thank you greatly
for helping to make this trip a reality!

Envelope 144 is your opportunity to invest in the
youth of our church by helping them on their way to
the 2012 ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans,
Louisiana.

Look for the remaining envelopes on the patio after
services or ask Bob Cooper how to get involved.

As of Sunday, March 4 we had 144 envelopes
available for you. Each envelope has a number: 1,
2, 3, all the way up to: 142, 143, and 144. We
invite you to take an envelope and return it with a
dollar amount matching the number.
For example: If you took envelope 78 you would
write a check for $78 and put that in the envelope!
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Music Notes ~ April 2012
Only it’s as if we got stuck in the 80s. While the
church still leans on a mix of rock and pop
music as the preferred worship genre, our
culture has shifted once again. Now, according
to iTunes, 1 in 3 of the top 100 songs in the
country is either hip-hop/rap or R&B/soul. My
guess, though, is that you can’t name a church in
the country that’s using these genres of music
for worship. Why is that?
Now, before you let your “it’s-not-our-culture”
bias set in, consider this. Most of the hip-hop
and R&B music has been recorded by black
artists. 14% of the U.S. population is black. But,
remember, nearly one-third of the music
purchased on iTunes is one of these two genres.
You do the math. White people like hip-hop.
What’s amazing, though, is that exactly 0% of
the churches that responded to this survey
indicated that they’re using hip-hop music in
their worship services. I’m guessing there are
several reasons for this:
 The people making decisions about music
choices in services don’t prefer this style of
music. And, don’t we all know, preferences
drive decisions in churches.
 Churches are not hiring worship leaders (or
raising up volunteers) who can
authentically lead worship with these
genres of music.
 Christian artists aren’t recording music that
reflects what our culture is listening to.
 Churches don’t know the culture they’re
trying to reach. If a third of the country is
buying hip-hop or R&B music, you’d think
at least one church would be trying to use
that style of music to reach those people for
Jesus.
Aside from all of that, I think the number one
reason why rock and pop is the predominant
genre of music in churches is this: our worship
music has become the new “hymns” of the new
traditional church. In other words, we grew up
listening to that kind of worship music. Frankly,
we’d rather play our “hymns” in our services
than consider what style of music might more
effectively connect with people who need Jesus.

As I was searching for inspiration for writing this
month’s Messenger article, I turned, as I often do, to
the internet. My search term was “Music and church
tradition”. If you would like to enter the term and
“Google” it, you will find many articles about
instrumentation, genres and lyrics in church music
today.
However, as I searched, I started thinking about why
I decided on that phrase as a search term. I was born
about midway through the “baby boomer” years.
(For those of you who thought I was younger [I hope
there are some] I thank you.) I was raised Methodist
and then Lutheran and enjoyed “A Mighty Fortress”
and “This is My Father’s World”. My earliest
church music influence was my grandparents’
Sunday School class where the median age was 80
years. Alice Eastman would crank out those hymns
on a ratty old piano, but, there was so much spirit in
that room. I still love the songs I learned in their
class.
When I went to college, I studied Bach and Handel
who made their living composing for churches. I
studied and dissected their music and grew to respect
the form of these great works. I still get a thrill when
I hear the majestic “Hallelujah Chorus” from the
Messiah.
In the 70’s, the “Jesus Movement” started and the
music became more “folksy”. I attended Calvary
Chapel in Costa Mesa and learned to play “Pass It
On” on my guitar.
Fast forward 40 years to the year 2012…. What is
the church music tradition of today???
In my search, I found an interesting article. It was
written by Tony Morgan http://tonymorganlive.com
Here is an excerpt from that article:
Remember the days when the only worship
music was hymns? We were stuck there because
that was clearly the “sacred” style of worship
music. Then the 80s hit and Willow Creek made
it possible for us to use current music styles in
worship services to connect with the
unchurched.

Music Notes continued on page 7
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Christ Lutheran Conversations

Music Notes continued from page 6

So, the bottom line is this. Playing hip-hop or
R&B music in our services would make us uncomfortable, and that’s another reason why we
are “the new traditional church.”

Many folks heard last month that the church council
of Christ Lutheran Church here in San Clemente has
asked Our Savior’s to be in a dialogue about the
possibility of merging the two congregations. This
invitation to conversation from Christ Lutheran came
as the result of a task group at Christ Lutheran which
was charged with looking at their continued viability
as a congregation.
This task group took their
findings to the annual meeting at Christ Lutheran and
the members then voted to explore the possibilities
of merger.

I reprint this excerpt because it made me think. Martin Luther supposedly said, “Why should the devil
have all the good music?” I don’t suggest that hiphop and R&B are “of the devil”. I think what Luther
was saying is that churches need to use music that
speaks to a variety of folks and their backgrounds –
age, culture, country of origin. As we worship we
need to experience music of many styles – maybe
even some hip-hop and R&B.

We are delighted to be in conversation with our
friends at Christ, but at this point it is exactly that—
conversation. There are no plans for merger, no
timelines established and any such decisions would
of course involve a series of congregational meetings
and vote.

In His Service
Karen Skipper,
Director of Music

That being said, this also provides an
excellent opportunity for us to look at our
common mission and ministry here in San
Clemente and how we can best serve as an
ELCA Lutheran presence in our
community.
Roy Blumhorst, Linda
Howard, Sharon Cebrun and Pastor Jeff
will serve as the conversational partners
with Christ Lutheran and they will keep
everyone informed. The first meeting is
scheduled later in April.

Women’s Small Group Bible Study
Ruth Circle
Tuesday, April 3rd ~ 1:00pm-3:00pm
OSLC Founders Room
Anna Circle
Thursday, April 12th ~ 6:30pm-8:00pm
OSLC Founders Room
Angels Unaware Circle
Monday, April 16th ~ 9:15am-11:30am
at the home of Evey Thomsen 492-2967
Martha Circle
Tuesday, April 24th ~9:00am-11:00am
at the home of Bonnie Little 369-5762
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OUR SAVIOR’S
All 7 th grade confirmation
students and their parents are
reminded of our final
CONFIRMAND/PARENT
session on Sunday April 22nd
from 4 – 7pm.
We’ll be
looking at the unique insights of
Martin Luther and the Reformation in regards to our
Christian faith. Together we’ll look at sections of
the film “Luther” and talk about what these
Lutheran insights mean for our daily faith.

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:45am ▪ Founders Room
Sunday Morning: “Whose who in the Bible.” We
continue to look at the major characters in the
Biblical story as we move through the time of exile
and approach the New Testament period. Join us
in the Founder’s room as we explore these important
people together.

Saturday ~ April 14, 2012
7:00am - 8:30am

Wednesday Manna Bible Study
Founders Room
11:00am to Noon every Wednesday

Calling all men…..
You are invited to join us for a
men's breakfast at OSLC.
RSVP: John Mulligan at mulli63@gmail.com

Midweek Study of Sunday’s lessons: You will get
much more out of worship if you have a chance to
study and look at the Bible readings before hand.
Join us each Wednesday as Pastor Jeff leads us
through an initial reading of Sunday’s lessons and
ask questions together which might even help shape
the Sunday sermon.

Hope you will be able to join us.

IT’S SPRING
GO FOR
A RIDE

Wednesday Evening
5:30pm ▪ Founders Room
Making Sense of the Cross. (April 18 - May 30)
Join us on Wednesday Nights starting April 18th as
we take a theological exploration of what the cross
means. See related article.

The weather is getting nice and we will have
“sprung” forward, so join us for a bike ride. We
will meet at 9:00 am on Saturday April 21, 2012 at
the San Clemente DMV (down towards the bus
stop). We will go to Dana Point and then up to the
wood bridge in San Juan Capistrano via the bike
path along the canal. It’s only 10 to 12 miles and
you can turn around at several different spots. If you
want to add mileage we can go to the Ocean
Institute. This is a change in starting location from
past ride. The route is pretty flat and not a lot of
traffic.

MAKING SENSE OF THE CROSS
Theology 303!
The way we understand the cross very much shapes
the way we regard God. And just how should we
regard the cross? Is it a sad tragedy that we should
grieve? Is it the moment of God’s victory and
redemption that we should celebrate? Is it the place
where we stand in awe to see God’s
incomprehensible love poured out for us? Is it a
combination of these, or something we haven’t
named altogether? Wednesday night April 18th
through May 30th we’ll take an exploration of trying
to make sense out of the cross. We’ll use DVD and
Bible Study to help us on the journey.

If you have any questions, you can contact
Sharon Guilliams at:
squilliams@cox.net
Cell: (949) 842-6391 Home: (949) 498-2883
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Annual Church & School
Campus Clean-Up Day
Saturday ~ April 14, 2012
9:00am - 2:00pm
Lunch Provided

What’s On Wednesdays
Normal Schedule resumes on April 18th


11:00am-Noon • Manna Bible Study, FR



4:00pm-5:00pm • 5th Grade Confirmation, YR



5:00pm-5:30pm • Dinner ~ Pizza, Salad &
Beverage for $3

Please come and sign up for a duty to help keep our
diamond shinning. I really need all of your help in
simple maintenance items, gardening, cleaning and
paint touch up.



5:30pm-6:30pm • Firelight Children’s Program,
Starts in the Sanctuary (4yrs-Kindergarten, 1st2nd grade & 3rd-5th grade)



5:30pm-6:30pm • Adult Bible Study, FR

Email, call me or sign up in the office or Sanctuary,
one so we know who is coming, two so we know
how many for lunch and thirdly I don't have 30
rakes and need people to bring in tools, buckets, etc.



6:30pm-8:00pm • MSYG (Middle School Youth
Group, Grades 6, 7,8), YR



6:45pm - Celebration Singers, FR



7:15pm-8:00pm • 6th Grade Confirmation, Sanc

If you have never helped out during this event this is
your year to shine!!!! We need YOU!!! Come work
side by side with fellow church members, students
and faculty. If you don't know how, we'll show you.
It's fun and great fellowship. Please make this a
success by volunteering!!!

HEAR THE BELLS RING
TO SUPPORT FAM
APRIL 29, 2012 4:00PM

Call or email me if you have any questions. Wilson
Olbrich at (949) 361-8595 or wolbrich@cox.net

Put on your calendars, April 29, 2012 at 4:00pm.
The San Clemente Community Handbell Choir, in
conjunction with other local handbell choirs will be
providing a concert for the benefit of Family
Assistance Ministry (FAM). A free will offering
will be taken. In addition, someone has pledged $2
per person that is in the audience (up to $300). So
let us pack it in. For info contact Linda Howard or
Sharon Guilliams.

Thank you,
Wilson Olbrich,
Property and Grounds Guy

Vacation Bible School

Special April 2012 Dates
• Palm Sunday, April 1
• Holy Week, April 1-7
• Maundy Thursday, April 5
• Good Friday, April 6
• Easter Sunday, April 8
• Administrative Professionals Day, April 25

June 25 - June 29, 2012 ● 9:00am to Noon
Ages 4 (before 9/1/12) thru entering 3rd grade.
Registration dates coming soon.
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FELLOWSHIP

Ever find yourself preparing a classic OSLC dish that
we all have come to love and enjoy at events? Ever
wished you could snag a recipe that you have come to
dream of and hope is at every OSLC function?

WHALE WATCHING 2012

Sunday ~ April 22nd
2:00pm to 4:00pm

WE NEED YOUR RECIPES!!!

A $5.00 DONATION TO FAM FOR
EVERY TICKET SOLD

OSLC Recipe Box is awaiting your scrumptious and
delightful recipes for us to collect and store in our
Recipe Box!

$15.00 ~ Adults and Children
(Children 2 yrs and under are free)

Please submit your recipes to:
Church Office (oslcsec@sbcglobal.net)
Fellowship (maycoffee777@aol.com)

Tickets available between services
or at the church office
Monday–Friday ~ 8:30am to 4:30pm
Last day to purchase tickets is
Wednesday, April 18

We would love to know any history behind these
treasures as well! Any family, historical, or just plain
funny fun facts will be a great addition to this
collection!

Name: _____________________________
Phone # ___________________________

"Fellowship would like to
give a huge thank you to everyone who came to our first
prayer night!!! What a glorious evening! Let's keep
"giving up" our lives to Christ
and continue to love on each other!!!

E-mail _____________________________
# adult/children tickets ________
Check/Cash amt ___________

Blessings to you all…
Your sister in Christ, Katherine"
RETAIL VALUE
$32.00 Adults
$19.00 Children

Contact Katherine Yeakel
regarding fellowship events at
maycoffee777@aol.com
(949) 292-7910
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so, give us face, voice and home.
Jesus noticed all sorts of people, especially people
who were culturally invisible. Jesus noticed people
who were begging, collecting taxes, of different
ethnic or religious groups, or suffering from disease
or mental illness. Jesus noticed these people, and in
so doing, reminded them of life itself—theirs and of
their eternally existent home with God.

The following is from an article (letter), written by
Ohman-Rodriguez, for The Lutheran. It really
“spoke” to me, as I hope it will to you.
Reminded me of Pastor’s message on 4/11.

Here’s a challenge. Notice us next Sunday. Let your
noticing gather us in, and welcome us home. Gather
us as Jesus gathered the invisibles in his time.

“Notice Us Home”
Hi! We’re here. We’ve come to worship. We’re
new—or maybe we just haven’t been here for a
while. We look a little reserved. That’s because
we’re a bit cautious, maybe even scared.

And then, when we sent back out into the world, we
will be gone only temporarily—until next week.

You see, we are looking for something—a home.
This home is currently your home, or at least it feels
like your home. We aren’t sure we belong here.
We’re not even sure we are wanted here.

Billie Buffington
Evangelism Ministry

But, this is the thing. If you notice us, we may light
up—sort of like your dog does when you call her
name. Your noticing awakens us. It brings us to life
and into existence in this home.

C

If you pretend to not notice us—because, let’s be
frank, you do know we are here—then we are
faceless. And, the more you don’t notice us, the
more we want to leave, because who wants to be
living non-existent? We squirm and count the
minutes until we are “sent” or, in our case, “sent
away.”

hrist is risen and we will be celebrating this day
soon. Easter is the most poignant and important
Christian holiday. Our Savior suffers a terrible death
with two robbers next to him. To many it is a
disappointment and I am sure many are asking
themselves “Was he really the Messiah?” On the
third day he is seen in His living glory and we have
living proof that His kingdom will have no end.
What a surprise and shock.

And really, waiting until we share the peace together
is way too late to notice us. We’ve already been
around for at least 20 minutes, if not longer. If all of
a sudden, you smile and shake our hands, we think
to ourselves, “What was that?”

I wish you all the best this Easter day and all days
that follow. May you find a way to shock your
friends or family in making His kingdom a better
place. Help a friend or invite yourself over to a
relative’s house that you haven’t seen for a while.
Go for a family walk to the park. Do something that
shocks your friends and family which helps to make
this a better kingdom.

So, notice us. Notice us, the strangers in your midst.
Acknowledge us, and in doing so, welcome us.
Welcome us as fellow children of God, who are holy
in God’s eyes, and therefore holy in yours.
Greet us, even if in the back of your mind, you think
we are members who haven’t been around for a
while.

In His service,
Steve Kos,
Stewardship Chairman

Be bold, courageous and welcoming, and by doing
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OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
TREASURER’S FINANCIAL REPORT
FEBRUARY 2012
Average February Attendance:
Average Weekly Offering:
Budget Requirement:
Unrestricted Gifts:
Budget:

Current Month
$28,962
$34,843

March 2012
Highlights


214 people
$ 7,241/wk
$ 8,711/wk
FYTD
$279,495
$278,744



These are your gifts to the church through general
envelopes and plate offerings; they are used for
operating budget expenses. Annual Contributions
are currently at the Congregation approved annual
budget needs.
Designated Gifts:
$ 698
World Hunger
$ 260
Habitat for Humanity $ 438



$ 7,207
$ 3,684
$ 3,523



Church Mortgage Balance: $ 813,181.22*
*monthly mortgage payment for the classroom
building is paid from the school funds



Thank You For Your Stewardship!
Blessings!
Karen Coffee,
Treasurer

Members of the task group who will revisit our
Vision Statement 2004 - 2009 are Tom
DeNault, Erin Crowe, Dick Hoye, and Debbi
Townsend.
We are excited to be having many children
participating in our early communion classes.
About 20 young people will be receiving their
First Communion on Maundy Thursday.
Congratulations to all of them.
Per a request from Christ Lutheran to explore
the possibility of a merger, a committee has
been formed to meet in April. The members of
the committee from Our Savior’s are Sharon
Cebrun, Roy Blumhorst, Linda Howard, and
Pastor Jeff Frohner.
Planning is still underway for adding a Sunday
evening contemporary service.
Remember everyone is welcome to join in the
Prayer Night on Thursday, March 29th at
7:00pm

Respectfully submitted by Liz Derdzinske,
Congregation Council Secretary

Next council meeting ~ April 10 at 6:30pm

Planning and Values
To help people understand the importance of values in planning for their future
Your values serve as an important foundation for how you manage your money. They’re the things that are
most important to you—for example, your faith, family, friends, health, education or giving back. These
values give you a rock-solid sense of who you are and what you believe in.
Developing a clear and compelling list of your values makes it easier to choose how you want to use your
time, talents and treasures.
What’s more, your values can be a clear, consistent guide to who you are and what you want to become.
Investing time and energy to define your values and then aligning them with your actions is a powerful way to
help you achieve your financial goals and live the life of
your dreams.
For more information on how your values can help you achieve your financial goals, contact your local
Thrivent Financial representative Bill Wedde, FIC, Financial Consultant at
(949) 481-7778 or bill.wedde@thrivent.com or visit www.thrivent.com
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Social Concerns Ministry Team News
New Ministry Opportunity!
Welcome Inn
Our Savior’s has joined a rotation of local churches to
feed the homeless on Saturday mornings through
Welcome INN (Interfaith Needs Network). Our
assigned dates are March 31, April 28, May 26, and
June 23.

Habitat for Humanity Update
Preparations are underway for
construction of our eighth Thrivent
Builds with Habitat for Humanity
project. Entitlements and permits are
being processed with an anticipated
construction start in May or June. Be sure to let Steve Kos,
skos@griotgroup.com or 492-5368, know if you are at all
interested in volunteering on an Our Savior’s build day.
Construction will run through summer and fall and we will
probably receive one or two Saturday build days.

We will use the church kitchen to
assemble about 35 sack lunches of nonperishable foods like granola bars,
peanut butter crackers, and water to
which we will add something fresh like
fruit, pb&j sandwiches, or breakfast burritos. The
food will be handed out in Capistrano Beach at
7:45am. It is generally gone within 30 minutes.

Another volunteer opportunity is Family Partner. Once a
family is selected to purchase a home, they are assigned a
family partner who mentors them through the paperwork
and classes they must take. We have never had a Lutheran
family partner for any of our Thrivent Builds homes. If
you are interested in finding out more about this unique
way to volunteer,
contact Linda Howard,
howardtully@cox.net or 422-5258.

We invite you to become a part of this ministry either
to shop for food, prepare food, assemble sacks, or
hand-out the food. We are excited to serve our
community in this way and hope you will join us!
Heidi Works, hsworks7@cox.net or 361-5179, is our
local coordinator. You can learn more about
Welcome INN at www.welcomeinnoc.com.

We appreciate both your financial and
volunteer support for our Habitat for
Humanity of Orange County projects!
The Cendejas Family, Huntington Beach

SUNDAY, APRIL 22
WORLD MALARIA DAY CHALLENGE: BASKETS for BEDNETS—Between services in the courtyard

Pick up a basketball & see how many free throws you can sink in 60 seconds. Prizes in all age categories.
We will hold our third fundraiser for the prevention and eradication of malaria on Sunday, April 22.
Back by popular demand is Baskets for Bednets. The first year, we partnered with Nothing but Nets,
part of the United Nations Foundation, and held a Family Movie Night. At that time, a child in
Africa died every 30 seconds from malaria. Last year, we partnered with the ELCA Malaria
Campaign in our first Baskets for Bednets Challenge. In just a year’s time, the death rate had
decreased to one child every 45 seconds. Progress!
This year, although there is some concern that malaria cases are underreported, the United Nations Foundation
recently reported that malaria deaths are down to one child every 60 seconds. That’s amazing! It makes the
goal of malaria eradication by 2015 a real possibility.
This year’s fundraiser is also special because we are joining with all congregations of the
Pacifica Synod to make a contribution to the ELCA Malaria Campaign. Pacifica Synod’s
campaign is a pilot program for the ELCA with a goal of $250,000 by the Synod
Assembly in May. Over $80,000 synod-wide has already been raised. So, whether you
contributed to the Lenten offerings, bought a bracelet from Sarah Barnes and friends, want to shoot some
hoops, or write a check and toss it in the offering plate let’s make this a 100% effort for Team Our Savior’s!
$10 buys an insecticide-treated bed net - $25 pays for indoor residual spraying
$50 buys malaria medicine for 25 people - $1,000 pays for a traveling education team
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Our Savior’s Lutheran School News
April 2012
The Annual Preschool
Trike-a-Thon is scheduled
for 4/19 and 4/20. The goal
is for every preschooler and
Junior Kindergartener to
participate. The children
ride their own bikes, trikes,
razors or non-motorized
scooters around a designated course in the school
parking lot for 15 minutes. The families of the
participants collect pledges from family, friends,
neighbors, co-workers, etc. to raise money that will
be used exclusively by the preschool to enhance
the classrooms.

The 1st-5th grades will be taking the Stanford
Achievement Test and the Otis-Lennon School
Ability Test beginning on Tuesday, 4/17 and
ending on Thursday, 4/26. Students cannot pass or
fail a test such as the SAT. Test results will give
the teachers an objective picture of how their
students are progressing in school. Scores can also
show whether a student is improving in certain
areas from year to
year.

All of the children will receive a token and a treat
for their participation. Everyone is invited to come
cheer them on!

Orange County History Day

MEET THE MASTERS

The fifth graders had the opportunity to
showcase their History Day projects at
the Orange County History Day
competition in Costa Mesa on Saturday
March 10th. This year’s theme is:
“Revolution, Reaction and Reform in
History.” Representing Our Savior’s
in the group competition were Joshua G. & Ethan H.,
Kenny & Grayson D., and Dottie A. & Olivia A.
Liam L. competed in the individual division. During
this competition, schools from across the county,
public and private, competed for the chance to
represent Orange County at the state level in April.

This month the elementary students will be
introduced to French artist, Auguste Renoir.
Renoir was called a “Painter of Happiness.”
His Impressionistic portraits and landscapes were
painted with a beautiful
rainbow palette. The
children will enjoy
seeing his works of art
while learning about
color and reflection.
Spring Break for the school begins on Good
Friday, April 6th at 12:00 noon and runs through
Friday, April 13th. There are no preschool classes
on Good Friday.

At the end of the day, Joshua G. & Ethan H. and
Dottie A. & Olivia A. were named Orange County
co-champions from the 4th/5th grade group division.
These students will travel to Riverside at the end of
April and represent not only Our Savior’s, but
Orange County as well.
Please join us in
congratulating these students and wishing our
champions well at the California History Day
competition.
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2012
Sun
1 “World Hunger”

Mon
2

Tue
3

4

Palm Sunday
Pancake Breakfast
after each service
8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Sunday School,
Adult Ed., Jubilee
Bells
10:30 Classic
Worship
7:00 HSYG, YR

8

Easter Sunday
Worship Hours
8:00am 9:30am
11:00am
Special Music
at all services

15
8:00-Noon Car Wash
Fundraiser
8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Sunday School,
Adult Ed., Jubilee
Bells
10:30 Classic
Worship

9:00 PTF
Meeting

1:00 Ruth Circle,
FR

6:30 Community
Handbells, YR

3:00 Kid’s Club,
Youth Room

8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Sunday School,
Adult Ed., Jubilee
Bells
10:30 Classic Worship
2:00 Whale Watching
4:00 7th Grade
Confirmation
7:00 HSYG, YR

29 “Habitat for

Thu

11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR

6:30 MSYG, YR

7PM

10

11

12

7:00 Social
Concerns, FR

6:00 Gilchrist
House, HSYG

11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR
(please call office to
confirm)

6:30 Anna Circle,
FR

7PM
Tenebrae Service

13

5:00 Endless Food
and Fun, MSYG

14
7:00 Men’s
Breakfast
@OSLC
9:00 Campus
Clean-Up

Spring Break ~ No School  Spring Break ~ No School  Spring Break ~ No School
16

17

18

School Resumes

9:15 Angels
Unaware Circle,
Evey Thomsen
6:30 Community
Handbells, YR

6:30 School
Board Mtg, FR

23

24

11:00 Manna Bible Study,
FR
4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR
5:00 Pizza Dinner
5:30 Firelight Children’s
Program, Sanctuary
5:30 Adult Bible Study,
FR
6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration Singers,
FR
7:15 6th Grade Conf.,
Sanctuary

25

9:00 Martha
Circle, Bonnie
Little
6:30 Community
Handbells, Sanc

19
Preschool
Trike-a-Thon

26

11:00 Manna Bible Study,
FR
4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR
5:00 Pizza Dinner
5:30 Firelight Children’s
Program, Sanctuary
5:30 Adult Bible Study,
FR
6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration Singers,
FR
7:15 6th Grade Conf.,
Sanctuary

8:45 MOPS Meet

30

10:30 Classic
Worship

1st Sunday
of the month

Last Sunday
of each month

15

20
Preschool
Trike-a-Thon

8:45 MOPS Meet

9:30 Sunday School,
Adult Ed., Jubilee
Bells

7:00 Evening
Worship

7

5:30 His Kidz, Rm 1

Humanity”
8:30 Bold Worship

4:00 Community
Handbell Concert

Sat

5:45 Atria
Service

Holy Communion

6:30 Council
Meeting, FR

1/2 Day School
No Preschool

4:00 5th Gr Conf.,
YR

9

6:30 Community
Handbells, Sanc

Fri
6

5

7:00 Social
Concerns
Meeting, FR

7:00 HSYG, YR
22 Earth Day
Malaria Day
Challenge

Wed

Holy Communion
Served
every Sunday

21

9:00 OSLC Bike
Ride

27 Arbor Day

28
7:45 Welcome Inn
Breakfast
Outreach
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church & School
~ The Messenger ~
April 2012
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
WORSHIP HOURS
8:30am ~ Bold Worship
9:30am ~ Sunday School, Adult Education, Jubilee Bells
10:30am ~ Classic Worship
Nursery Care available all morning for children 4 and under!
Sunday Night Worship Begins April 29th (see page 3)
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