
 

  

Well I don’t know if you follow basketball or not, 

but even if you are not a fan you probably came 

across this new term called “Linsanity.”  Jeremy 

Lin’s stellar two-weeks of basketball success and 

off-court buzz with the New York Knicks has 

propelled the soft spoken Harvard grad from 

being a NBA wannabe to a full-fledged super star.   

And who wouldn’t love this story that’s just 

begging to be made into a feature film: Lin from 

all that’s known seems to be an incredibly 

grounded young man who had the perseverance to 

make it from being cut by two other NBA teams 

to becoming an international phenomenon.   

 

What’s interesting about Lin is that while his 

venue is the basketball court, his meteoric rise to 

fame is having much wider implications.  For one, 

Madison Square Garden Co. which is the owner 

of the Knicks has seen its stock soar more than 12 

percent on the Nasdaq since Lin first put on a 

Knicks uniform on February 4th.   But it’s not just 

Wall Street that is getting a bit of a lift but also 

Tour Groups in Taiwan (Lin is a Taiwanese 

American) are offering special “Lin” themed tours 

to New York including “Linsanity  No. 1” which 

has sold out.  I’ve even heard of watering holes in 

Manhattan coming up with such concoctions as 

“Lin and Tonics” and “Lintinis.”   Suffice it to say 

this young man has the potential to become an 

international icon and make a mark on the world. 

 

OK, now let’s come back to the planet Earth…

why all this fuss over Lin?  Of course it’s an 

inspiring story and his 3 point clutch shots have 

been fun to watch—but in the end it’s just 

basketball.  Maybe it’s the feel good component 

of the story that has worked its way into our 

combined cultural hearts; but again it’s just 

basketball. Now don’t get me wrong I wish 

Jeremy Lin a long and prosperous career; but I 

have the funny feeling that what he’s really 

providing for us is a diversion.  A diversion from 

so much bad news, in an economy when women 

and men can’t find work to feed their families, 

here is a story about a young man who should be 

set for life.    

 

I wonder if sometimes that is why we have 

trouble keeping our focus for the 40 days of 

Lent. You see, Lent doesn’t allow for any 

diversions.  In this holy season before Easter we 

are called to walk with Christ through all the 

darkness and reality of the cross---not as some 

neurotic need to feel bad—but as a way to 

remember our great need for the one who can 

help us navigate the brokenness of the world.   

But here’s the surprising thing, Lent like 

“Linsanity” invites us to connect with another, to 

tie our lives to someone other than ourselves.  

The difference is that Lent does so in order to 

ground us in the real world, while “Linsanity” 

does so in order to provide an escape.    

 

There won’t be any “Lentinis” but I do hope 

you’ll use this season of Lent to connect with 

Jesus.  To pray, to fast, to offer good works all 

as a way to keep grounded in the one who is the 

way, the life and the truth.   

 

Peace!    

Pastor Jeff 

The Messenger ~ March 2012 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School  ▪ San Clemente, California 

“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve” 

A Lesson from  Linsanity!  

 



 

2 

 

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERIES 2012 ~ “GIVING IT UP!” 

There is a tradition among many Christians to give up certain things for the forty days of Lent, and doing so 

can be a very beneficial thing for us.   However, sometimes this act of piety can get in the way of the things we 

should really be giving up, things that get in the way of us and God.  Pastor Jeff is indebted to Pastor Matthew 

Kelly for sharing with us an outline of what we might consider giving up, not just for forty day, but forever! 

March 7, Wednesday  “Giving Up Expectations”  Genesis 12:1-4a; John 3:1-17  
 

Abraham followed God's call to leave his homeland and travel to the place God promised his descendants, 

even though he didn't know how it would all work out. When Nicodemus is talking to Jesus, he has a hard time 

understanding what God's grace is really about because he is used to thinking in terms of religious structure. 

Sometimes we just can’t know what’s going on or what’s coming next. God doesn't guarantee any future 

circumstances or uninterrupted prosperity, but we can trust that God will be with us through whatever 

circumstances we face and that God will work with us to make the best result out of even the most hopeless of 

places. 

 

March 14, Wednesday  “Giving Up Superiority”  John 4:5-42  
 

Jesus broke all kinds of social conventions by speaking to a woman in public, a Samaritan no less, whose own 

life was such a mess that it could have really messed up Jesus' reputation as a holy man. But Jesus brought his 

message of grace and freedom to the woman, knowing that in her humility, she would actually hear and 

respond, while the religious people were too busy and self-important to hear. God doesn't care about any of the 

artificial lines we draw to make ourselves feel superior to others. If we let go of our status symbols and 

judgmental attitudes, we too can hear Jesus’ call more clearly and respond more faithfully. 

 

March 21, Wednesday  “Giving Up Enemies”  Luke 19:37-44  
 

Loving our enemies can sometimes feel like as idealistic a notion as instantaneous world peace, but Jesus 

showed us that caring even for those who persecute you is a real, actionable mandate that we can carry out by 

following Jesus’ example. Peace isn’t just a far-off fantasy. Jesus wept over Jerusalem because the people 

following him misunderstood his message to be about peace in Heaven instead of on Earth. We call Jesus the 

Prince of Peace, but do we really believe and live like peace is possible in our world today? 

 

March 28, Wednesday  “Giving Up Our Lives”  Ezekiel 37:1-14; John 11:1-45  
 

God creates life from death, nothingness, and hopelessness. The Bible is full of such paradoxes, as Jesus tells 

us that those who try to keep their lives will die, but those who give up their lives for others will live. We are 

used to thinking of life in terms of fixed beginnings and ends, but the story of Jesus calls us to throw away our 

old categories and embrace God's larger vision of eternal life that begins here and now. 

April 1 - Palm/Passion Sunday  

8:30 & 10:30am  
 

April 5 - Maundy Thursday  

7:00pm Worship - First Communion 
 

April 6 - Good Friday  

7:00pm worship -  Tenebrae Service 
 

April 8 - Easter Sunday Worship  

8:00am • 9:30am • 11:00am  

Celebration of the Resurrection 
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John Cloninger  3/1 

John Mulligan   3/1 

Betsy Aasland   3/2 

Rick Jensen   3/3 

Oma Riebau   3/3 

Mitch Ritschel   3/3 

Nicholas Balaban  3/4 

Sarah Weinzetl  3/4 

Tom Banks   3/5 

Elise Berschauer  3/5 

Ruth Martin   3/5 

Colton Overin   3/5 

Priscilla Plail   3/5 

Jerry Cloninger  3/6 

Courtney Horvath  3/6 

Kyle Merrill   3/6 

Dane Olbrich   3/7 

Steve Scott   3/8 

Jake Ritschel   3/9 

Elke Kelly   3/12 

Kiana Breshears  3/14 

Jolyon Olmstead  3/14 

Colby Lindholm  3/15 

Jason Brown   3/16 

Kalani Fitzhugh  3/16 

Jeff McClure   3/19 

Brian Wakeman  3/19 

Paul Skipper   3/20 

Scott Cameron   3/22 

Terrie Ayers   3/23 

Tyler Hamil   3/24 

Carol Hoffmeister  3/24 

Kathryn Ramm  3/24 

Jill Baker   3/25 

Clayton Berens  3/25 

Deanna Hansen  3/25 

Sofia Morielli   3/25 

Barbara Murphy  3/25 

Ron Schmiedeke  3/25 

Dalton Murphy/Lischalk 3/26 

Kate Vainoris   3/26 

Aaron Frohner   3/27 

Piper Olmstead  3/27 

Steven Schmall  3/28 

~ Anniversaries ~ 
Rick & Nanette Jensen 3/3 

Brian & Lily Wakeman 3/3 

John & Kay Davidson  3/5 

Chris & Maureen Aitken 3/13 

Brent & Brandi Davies 3/21 

Stan & Sheri Schrofer  3/22 

Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast 

Tuesday, March 6, 2012 

7:00am to 9am  

San Clemente Community Center 

Elizabeth Simon  3/28 

Ryan Majkrzak  3/29 

Kincaid McClure  3/29 

Mark Lorimer   3/30 

Betty Colby   3/31 

Chuck Pridham  3/31 

 

Daylight Savings Begins 

Sunday, March 11th 
 

Don’t forget to set your  

clocks ahead one hour  

Saturday night, March 10th. 

March 2012 

Birthdays, Anniversaries & More 

~ Birthdays ~ 
February Baptisms 

February 12th  

Savannah Sophia Salvin 
 

February 19th 

Elizabeth Victoria Quinlan 
 

We welcome Savannah and 

Elizabeth into the Lord’s family 

and receive them as a fellow 

member of the body of Christ 

and pray that their light may 

always shine before others.        

The “password” for 

Our Savior’s  

online directory is: 
 

Grace Alone 
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Music Notes ~ March 2012  

T his Easter Sunday, our Celebration Singers will 

again be proclaiming Christ’s victory over death 

with Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus”.  I invite anyone 

interested in joining the group for Easter to come to 

rehearsals on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. – 

immediately after our midweek Lenten services.  

Rehearsals for the “Hallelujah Chorus” will begin on 

March 7.  You do not need to read music.  Learning 

CD’s are available. 

 

As I was writing this invitation, I was thinking about 

why this piece of music speaks to so many people.  I 

found the following article written in response to a 

YouTube video of a flash mob that sang the 

“Hallelujah Chorus” at a food court in November 

2010.  Within a month the video had gotten over 23 

million hits.  The author describes his viewpoint of 

what makes this piece of music stand out 

http://bibleconversation.wordpress.com/2010/12/20/

the-reason-we-love-the-hallelujah-chorus/ 

 

THE WORD MADE FRESH 
When I was in high school, I experienced 

something… 

 

During choir rehearsal, we began singing the 

Hallelujah Chorus. About halfway through, 

something electric stimulated our voices. 

Suddenly, we were no longer rehearsing, we were 

singing. The choir belted out the notes as if they 

were performing in Carnegie Hall. All of us felt 

an otherworldly energy permeating us, and when 

we finished, everybody whooped and hollered. 

Class had ended and it was time to go to lunch, 

but nobody left. They wanted to bask in the 

moment. I knew what it was: the sweet presence 

of the Holy Spirit had filled the room. 

George Frideric Handel, the English German 

composer, experienced the same feeling when he 

wrote the Hallelujah Chorus, which is one of 

many amazing songs in his oratorio (a series of 

choral pieces) entitled “Messiah.” 

Depressed and in debt, Handel holed himself in a 

country house in England and wrote the entire 

oratorio in only 21 days. He based it on the 

Christian view of Jesus, the Messiah, beginning 

with songs about the prophecies regarding his 

coming, his birth, life and ministry, crucifixion 

and death. Then the pièce de résistance, the 

denouement of his masterpiece, was the song we 

know and love. 

A story exists that as Handel was working on the 

Hallelujah Chorus, his assistant walked in to 

Handel’s room after shouting to him for several 

minutes with no response. The assistant 

reportedly found Handel in tears, and when asked 

what was wrong, Handel held up the score to this 

movement and said, “I thought I saw the face of 

God.” 

I believe it. The Bible is the inspired word of 

God, and this choral piece comes nearly as close. 

The Hallelujah Chorus is based on two Scripture 

passages:  
 

Then I heard what sounded like a great 

multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and 

like loud peals of thunder, shouting: 

“Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 

Revelation 19:6  
 

The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there 

were loud voices in heaven, which said: “The 

kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of 

our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for 

ever and ever.”  

Revelation 11:15 
 

What gives this song such power? It echoes the 

song of the ages: Christ has come. Christ has 

risen. Christ reigns forevermore. No power in 

heaven or on earth can or will overpower him. 

Jesus reigns. 

Our hearts know it deep inside. People who don’t 

know Jesus know it deep inside. When we sing 

this song, we join the choirs of heaven to 

proclaim the greatest truth: The kingdoms of this 

world have become the kingdom of our Lord and 

of his Christ. 

Hallelujah! 

 

Ask any choir member if they agree.  Do you? 
 

In His Service, 
 

Karen Skipper   

Director of Music 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Frideric_Handel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah_%28Handel%29
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Youth and Children’s Page 

by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry 

What I did at Winter Camp 

Recently, the middle school youth of Our Savior’s 

attended a winter retreat at Camp YOLIJWA. The camp 

was built in 1957 and is not what anyone would call 

plush; it is after all, a wilderness camp. 

Our retreat was a small affair, just our group and the 

group from one other congregation. The intimacy of the 

event was a good thing, it encouraged both groups to 

mingle and get to know each other without feeling 

overwhelmed by a huge crowd. 

As I said before, the camp is a long way from being 

a four star hotel, but it has everything one needs to be 

reasonably comfortable while living in a mountain 

setting. On this particular weekend however, things just 

weren’t going the camp’s way. We arrived on time and 

were shown to our cabins without event. We had a great 

opening session complete with games, mixers, and prayer. 

Dinner the first night was also wonderful (as is all the 

food at the LRCC facilities) and by the time we finished 

with the devotions and the dancing in the lodge, we were 

ready for bed. 

Sleeping in a room full of people that are not family 

members can be a somewhat off-putting and the 50’s 

vintage heaters sounded a little like an airport runway, but 

by and by everyone got a good night’s sleep...that’s when 

the trouble started. 

Upon waking in the morning we were greeted with 

the unpleasant realization that our toilets were backing up 

and therefore not usable. Not the end of the world right? I 

mean there are two more buildings that can easily house 

everyone at the retreat. Not so fast. Turns out that one of 

the other buildings is having the roof repaired and 

therefore cannot be used and the other one is waiting for 

its propane tank to be filled so it has no heat or hot water! 

Uh Oh! Then all I can figure is that God intervened and 

rewarded us with a fantastic “upgrade” to the Luther 

Glenn facility that shares the property with Camp 

YOLIJWA. We all had hotel quality beds and each room 

(no more than 3 to a room) had its own bath and shower! 

We ended up staying there our second night and had a 

fantastic time of devotion, games, and a delicious Ice 

Cream Social before settling in for a most comfortable 

night’s sleep. 

In the morning we went back to the lodge at 

YOLIJWA and finished our time together with our final 

workshop, worship, communion, and lunch. Through all 

of this the kids totally “rolled with the punches” and the 

camp staff did a wonderful job of thinking outside the 

box. The youth all had a wonderful time and most said 

that they wanted to return in the summer, I can see why; it 

was really a great trip! 

 

None the worse for wear, 
 

Bob Cooper 

Youth and Children’s Ministry 

Youth Calendar 
 

March 3 - Saturday 
HSYG Service at The Atria, 5:45pm 
 

March 4 - Sunday 

Youth Committee Meeting 9:30am, Room 5 
 

March 6 - Tuesday 
Kid’s Club 3:00pm, Youth Room 
 

March 7 - Wednesday 
5th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm, Youth Room 

MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room 
 

March 10 - Saturday 
Auction Childcare, 5:00pm 
 

March 11 - Sunday 
HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room 
 

March 13 - Tuesday 

Gilchrist House 6:00pm 
 

March 14 - Wednesday 
5th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm, Youth Room 

Lenten Soup Supper by Youth Group 6:00pm 

MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room 
 

March 18 - Sunday 
HSYG Carwash Fundraiser 9:00am-Noon 

HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room 
 

March 21 - Wednesday 
5th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm, Youth Room 

MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room 
 

March 25 - Sunday 
HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room 
 

March 28 - Wednesday 
5th Grade Confirmation, Youth Room 

MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room 
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Free  

Will 

Offering 

Free  

Will 

Offering 

 

 
 

Present a 

 

 

 

 

April 1st ~ Palm Sunday 

 9:30am & 11:30am 
 

All Proceeds Benefit our  

High School Youth Trip to the  

National Youth Gathering in  

New Orleans this July 

 

Introducing Envelope 144 

Sunday ~ March 4, 2012 
 

Envelope 144 is your opportunity to invest in the 

youth of our church by helping them on their way to 

the 2012 ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans, 

Louisiana. 
 

On Sunday, March 4 we will have 144 envelopes 

available for you.  Each envelope will have a 

number: 1, 2, 3, all the way up to: 142, 143, and 144.  

We invite you to take an envelope and return it with 

a dollar amount matching the number. 
 

For example: If you took envelope 78 you would 

write a check for $78 and put that in the envelope! 
 

You will also find in the envelope a prayer card for 

our youth attending the 2012 ELCA Youth 

Gathering.  We ask that you would pray for them, 

and greet them as you see them in worship. 

Did you know that we currently have SEVEN youth 

and two adults signed up to go to the 2012 ELCA 

Youth Gathering: “Citizens with the Saints”  So we 

thank you greatly for helping to make this trip a 

reality! 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT  

OUR SAVIOR’S 

 

 

 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 

9:45am ▪ Founders Room 
 

Sunday Morning:  Whose Who in the Bible.  We 

continue our year long look at major figures in the 

Bible and why they are important for the Biblical 

story.  Drop in anytime and join us. 
 

Wednesday Manna Bible Study 

 Founders Room 

 11:00am to Noon every Wednesday 
 

Midweek Study of Sunday’s lessons:  We look 

ahead to the lessons that will be read on Sunday 

morning.  Together we ask questions of the text and 

even help give direction to the sermon!  There is no 

better way to prepare for  (or get more out of 

worship) than attending this group.   No experience 

necessary!  Join us. 
 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS:  DURING MARCH 

THERE WILL BE NO ADULT STUDY. WE 

WILL GATHER FOR SOUP AT 6:00PM AND 

HAVE LENTEN MIDWEEK DEVOTIONS AT 

6:45PM.    

 

We will resume Wednesday Evening’s Bible Study 

after Easter with a special course entitled “Making 

Sense of the Cross.” 

HEAR THE BELLS RING 

TO SUPPORT FAM 

APRIL 29, 2012 4:00PM 

 
Put on your calendars, April 29, 2012 at 4:00pm.  

The San Clemente Community Handbell Choir, in 

conjunction with other local handbell choirs will be 

providing a concert for the benefit of Family 

Assistance Ministry (FAM).  A free will offering 

will be taken.  In addition, someone has pledged $2 

per person that is in the audience (up to $300).  So 

let us pack it in.  For info contact Linda Howard or 

Sharon Guilliams. 

 

 

H oly Communion is one of the central parts of 

our worship life here at Our Savior’s.  Holy 

Communion is more than just a bit of bread dipped 

into the wine, it is the place where Jesus has 

promised to meet, forgive and feed us.  
 

Here at Our Savior’s we offer “First Communion 

Classes” for children once a year.   The classes 

themselves are geared toward children who are in 

the 3rd grade.  However with parent’s discretion and 

in conversation with Pastor Jeff those who are 

younger or older may attend. (It is not unusual to 

have a wide range of ages).  The classes are based 

on an active learning model and have the goal of 

helping our young people understand the promise 

given in the Sacrament and that there is always a 

place for them at God’s table.  Holy Communion is 

the meal of the Baptized, so children who are not 

baptized will need to be in conversation about this 

as well. 
 

Please Sign up in the Narthex while at worship, or 

call the church office at (949) 492-6164. 
 

A parent or guardian needs to attend with their 

children.  Each session is necessary and for the sake 

of scheduling we have condensed the program into a 

two week series. 
 

Dates:  Sunday, March 18 ~ 1:00pm-3:00pm  

             Sunday, March 25 ~ 1:00pm-3:00pm    

First Communion will be celebrated on  

Maundy Thursday ~ April 5th at 7:00pm 

 

First  (Early) Communion 

Sign-up in the Narthex 

Dear Altar Guild  

It’s time for some Spring Cleaning 
 

Please join Lola Davies and her grandsons on 

Saturday, March 31 at 9:00am for a super duper 

good cleaning of the 

Sanctuary/Narthex. With 

many hands, we should be 

finished with everything in 

about  2 hours.  We will have 

two dirt devils for pew 

vacuuming.  
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Bethlehem Handcrafts 

here on Sunday ~ March 4th 
 

On Sunday March 4th Feras and Ghadir Qumseya 

who are Palestinian Christians who worship at Beit 

Sahour Lutheran Church near Bethlehem will be 

here at Our Savior’s to offer a selection of Olive 

Wood Carvings from the Holy Land.  The olive 

wood carving is a tradition that was introduced by 

monks and priests and later perfected by local 

carvers, who have passed this tradition down from 

father to son for the last 700 years.   No trees are 

damaged in the process as the trimmings used are a 

part of keeping the trees healthy.  There are over 600 

families in and near Bethlehem who depend on this 

art for their livelihood.   

 

Feras and Ghadir will be here to not only offer these 

carvings on behalf of these families but also use a 

portion of money received to support a school in 

Beit Sahour that offers classes for special needs 

children.  Take a look at what they bring on March 

4th on the patio. 

CALLING HIS KIDZ 

 

O n Maundy Thursday, His Kidz, 

will add to the experience of 

First Communion by offering a song.  

His Kidz consists of any child from a 

mature 4 years of age to 9 years of 

age that would like to ring bells.  

Sharon Guilliams and her assistants 

will have three rehearsals, March 21, 

March 28, and April 4 in Room 1 (for 

approximately 15 minutes) at 5:30 pm.  The time 

was chosen such that your child should be able to 

participate in Fire Light, if desired. 

 

If you are interested, please talk to Sharon in 

between services or you may contact her at: 

squilliams@cox.net  

Cell: (949) 842-6391  

Home: (949) 498-2883 

IT’S SPRING  

GO FOR  

A RIDE                       
 

 

The weather is getting nice and we will have 

“sprung” forward, so join us for a bike ride.  We 

will meet at 9:00 am on Saturday March 17, 2012 

at the San Clemente DMV (down towards the bus 

stop).  We will go to Dana Point and then up to the 

wood bridge in San Juan Capistrano via the bike 

path along the canal.  It’s only 10 to 12 miles and 

you can turn around at several different spots. If you 

want to add mileage we can go to the Ocean 

Institute.  This is a change in starting location from 

past ride.  The route is pretty flat and not a lot of 

traffic.   
 

If you have any questions, you can contact  

Sharon Guilliams at: 

squilliams@cox.net  

Cell: (949) 842-6391 Home: (949) 498-2883 

Women’s Small Group Bible Study 
 

Anna Circle  

Thursday, March 1st ~ 6:30pm-8:00pm 

OSLC Founders Room 
 

Ruth Circle  

Tuesday, March 13th ~ 1:00pm-2:30pm 

OSLC Founders Room 
 

Angels Unaware Circle  

Monday, March 19th ~ 9:15am-11:00am 

at the home of Evey Thomsen 492-2967 
 

Martha Circle  

Tuesday, March 27th ~9:00am-11:00am 

at the home of Bonnie Little 369-5762 

Saturday ~ March 10, 2012  

7:00am - 8:30am   
 

Calling all men…..  
 

You are invited to join us for a men's breakfast at 

OSLC.  

RSVP:  John Mulligan at mulli63@gmail.com 
  

Hope you will be able to join us. 
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OSLC FELLOWSHIP 

The 40 weekdays, 

from Ash Wednesday 

until Easter, are 

considered to be a 

season of abstinence 

and penitence in 

preparation for Easter. 

In observance, we are 

going to offer a 

traditional soup supper throughout Lent.  

 

The soup suppers will be held each Wednesday 

evening at 6:00pm from February 29th through 

March 28th followed by a worship service at 

6:45pm.  

 

If you have any questions or would be interested in 

helping or even preparing your favorite soup, please 

call Katherine Yeakel at (949) 292-7910 or e-mail at 

maycoffee777@aol.com 

 

Hope you will join us every Wednesday  

during Lent before the service for  

Soup, Smiles, and More!   

Lenten  
Soup  
Suppers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ever find yourself preparing a classic OSLC dish that 

we all have come to love and enjoy at events? Ever 

wished you could snag a recipe that you have come to 

dream of and hope is at every OSLC function? 
 

WE NEED YOUR RECIPES!!! 
 

OSLC Recipe Box is awaiting your scrumptious and 

delightful recipes for us to collect and store in our 

Recipe Box! 
 

Please submit your recipes to: 

Church Office (oslcsec@sbcglobal.net)  

Fellowship  (maycoffee777@aol.com)  
 

We would love to know any history behind these 

treasures as well! Any family, historical, or just plain 

funny fun facts will be a great addition to this 

collection!  

A Special Invitation for YOU… 
 

T his Lenten season, as we discover the power of 

“Giving Up”, YOU have an invitation to “Give 

Up” your prayer to our God. GOD WANTS TO 

HEAR FROM YOU! God wants to hear your 

thoughts, your desires, your repentance, your 

thankfulness! Fellowship is incredibly pleased to 

prepare an evening for you that will captivate and 

engage the power of prayer. This evening will host 

memorable and spirit driven music, ambiance of light, 

and many opportunities to give a moment to be in the 

powerful presence of prayer. Prayer stations will be 

available for topic specific prayer time as well as a 

communion station and places for individual prayer 

time.  

 

THERE IS NO WRONG WAY TO PRAY! Everyone 

who wishes to come and participate in this special 

time to be to be in prayer are welcome! Even if you 

wish just to be in solitarily prayer and/or 

meditation...there will be a seat for YOU! 

 

Let this invitation be an opportunity to allow for YOU 

and God to have his Holy Spirit to be at great work!  

 

This evening will be held on March 29th  

7:00pm-8:00pm. 

Child care will be available.  

 

I hope and pray to see you all there, and if you wish to 

give your prayer talents to this evening, please don’t 

hesitate to contact me!  

 

Your sister in Christ, 

Katherine Yeakel 

mailto:oslcsec@sbcglobal.net
mailto:maycoffee777@aol.com
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 The Mission Endowment Fund appeal was a 

great success!  Over $58,000.00 was collected 

for this important ministry.  A plaque is being 

prepared honoring the founding donors. 

 A task group is being formed to revisit our 

Vision statement 2004 – 2009 and provide 

updating as needed.   Erin Crowe, Dick Hoye 

and Debbi Townsend will serve on this task 

group.  

 In response to an invitation from Christ 

Lutheran a group will be formed to explore the 

possibility of merger between our two 

congregations. 

 The council entertained conversation about 

adding a third worship service on Sunday 

evenings with a more contemporary format.  

 A Community Handbell Concert has been 

planned at Our Savior’s for April 29th at 

4:00pm.  It will consist of four handbell choirs: 

Our Savior’s, San Clemente Presbyterian, St. 

Andrews, and the Community Bell Choir.  A 

free will collection for FAM will be taken. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Liz Derdzinske,   

Congregation Council Secretary 

 

Next council meeting ~ March 13 at 6:30pm 

February 2012  

Highlights 

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

TREASURER’S FINANCIAL REPORT 

JANUARY 2012 

Average January Attendance:              175 people 

Average Weekly Offering:                    $   9,445/wk 

Budget Requirement:                                 $   8,711/wk  
 

   Current Month           FYTD 

Unrestricted Gifts:   $37,779               $250,533 

Budget:               $34,843               $243,901 
 

These are your gifts to the church through general 

envelopes and plate offerings; they are used for 

operating budget expenses. Contributions are 

currently 2.6% above the Congregation approved 

budget needs. 
 

Designated Gifts:     $ 975                 $ 6,509 
 

    World Hunger   $ 444     $ 3,424 

    Habitat for Humanity   $ 531    $ 3,085 

 

Church Mortgage Balance:  $ 817,227.08*  

*monthly mortgage payment for the classroom  

building is paid from the school funds 
 

Thank You For Your Stewardship! 

Blessings! 

Karen Coffee, Treasurer 

COME SEE THE NEW SMARTBOARDS!    

SUNDAY, MARCH 18th ROOM 305 

 
Did you know that many of our school classrooms are now outfitted with the 

finest in “SmartBoard” technology?    This new technology adds a whole new 

dimension to the classroom.  Teachers can now go from markers to multimedia, 

from ink to internet, on a virtually indestructible ceramic steel surface. Teachers 

can project their computer screen onto the whiteboard and navigate through 

documents, presentations or websites from the board. These boards can be used 

with a regular dry-erase marker or with the stylus. In one simple click, they save 

all the interactive notes to post, print or email. Or, they can reload the session 

tomorrow morning, and dig in again. It’s that simple. 

 

Terrie Ayers, one of our teachers on staff will be giving a short presentation on how this new technology is 

used on Sunday Morning, March 18th at 10:00 am.   Come take a look at how your school is preparing our kids 

for tomorrow’s world!   (Ms. Ayers’ room is number 305 located in the farthest back classroom building).    

 

Everyone is welcome!  (Congregation members, parents, teachers from other schools and YOU!). 
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I n his e-book, “How to Welcome Church 

Visitors”, Rev. Christopher Walker says that 

evangelism is “Joyfully sharing the good news of 

the sovereign love of God and calling people to 

repentance to personal faith in Jesus Christ as 

Savior and Lord to active membership in the 

church and to obedient service in the world.”   As 

you can see there is nothing about hospitality in 

this definition.  Evangelism is “Joyfully sharing 

and calling people to the Lord.” 

 

He compares of the goals of Hospitality and 

Evangelism as follow: 

 

EVANGELISM: Conversion, proclamation, 

information, salvation, faith and life change. 

 

HOSPITALITY:  Repeat visits, connection, 

experience, interaction, fellowship and first 

impressions. 

 

He does say that, “Hospitality can lower or 

remove the potential barriers that can hinder the 

worship experience of the proclamation of Gospel 

message or hinder the experience of God’s love 

from a caring congregation.” 

 

Although I have been focusing on hospitality, if it 

lowers the barriers to experiencing God’s love, it 

has to be a kind of evangelism.   

 

When people visit a church they may be far from 

their own network of family and friends and 

looking for new connections to God and to their 

neighborhood.  If we don’t warmly welcome 

them, they probably won’t be back, more than 

once or twice.  While the message of the Gospel is 

of prime importance, they usually look for the 

warmth of the church community as well.  Christ 

has called us to spread his Gospel, and even if we 

are shy about bearing testimony in other ways, we 

can do so in this manner.  It is such an easy thing 

to do! 

 

With the help of Pastor Jeff and anyone who 

would like to volunteer, I hope to come up with a 

more formal plan for a Greeting or Welcoming 

Team, who  would not be responsible for the duties 

of greeting every Sunday, but would be responsible 

for finding other members to so.  

  

I look forward to all suggestions and volunteers. 

 

In Christ, 

Billie Buffington 

Evangelism Ministry 

Hello Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

GRATITUDE: Gratitude has the power to 

transform your outlook and open your eyes to life's 

fullness. It can transform a trinket into a treasure, a 

meal into a feast, a deficit into a gain. 
 

"Louise Rousseau, "Living With An Open Hand"  2003 

 

The world is full of many good and bad things.  If 

we can spend more time enjoying the good around 

us, the freshness of each morning, the sound of 

children laughing, the scent of flowers, the bounty of 

food and God’s love, it makes so many other things 

manageable.   The quote above reminds me of this 

quote, “We are as happy as we make ourselves to 

be”, author unknown.   Each day we choose to be 

happy or not.  We can wake up with good thoughts 

and continue to be happy or we let the happy 

thoughts fade as the daily issues take over. 

   

During the Ash Wednesday message this quote was 

mentioned in regards to happiness, “The only thing 

that really matters in life are your relationships to 

other people.”  During this Lenten season I will try 

to be happier and show gratitude for the people and 

things which I encounter and try to turn a “trinket 

into a treasure”.  Will you join me? 
 

In His service, 
 

Steve Kos,  

Stewardship Chairman 

http://www.luthersem.edu/stewardship/resource_detail.aspx?resource_id=658
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As discussed in the January 

Newsletter, there are many 

people behind the scenes that 

keep our church going and 

ensure that those things we come 

to expect are there.  Did you ever 

wonder how the monetary gifts 

we give get from the offering 

plate to where they are needed?  I spent a delightful 

hour with Bonnie Little and Lola Davies one 

morning to find out.  The ushers at the end of the 

services put the money and checks in an envelope 

and put the envelope in the safe.  On Monday 

morning, the envelopes from the services along with 

the envelopes from donut collection, Wednesday 

Pizza, and any other miscellaneous contributions are 

taken out of the safe and sorted.   

 

I do not know about 

you, but I always 

thought that the 

offering envelopes 

were for keeping 

nosy neighbors in 

the pews from 

seeing how much I was giving versus anything else.  

So….. I would put my check in the offering 

envelope and that was it.  I did not fill out the face 

of the envelope.  However, when I was spending 

time with Bonnie and Lola, I found out the real 

purpose of envelopes and the information requested 

on the front of the envelope.  If there is a check from 

a member not in an envelope, the cash counters fill 

one out.  If the envelope front is not filled out, the 

cash counters fill it out.  The envelopes are 

separated from the checks and money and are used 

to “post” the contribution in the records.  This 

allows there to be an accurate accounting of your 

contributions on the quarterly statements.  This 

posting is done by Bonnie each and every week. 

 

The money and checks are counted independently 

and recorded by category (general fund, pizza, 

donuts, etc.).  This record is given to Gay to put into 

the church record.  The money/checks are then 

bundled up and a deposit slip is created.  

Subsequently the deposit is made at the bank.   

 

Currently there are 7 money 

counters that work in teams of 

two.  Thank-you to these counters 

and I promise I will fill out my 

envelopes. One other behind the 

scene person, I have come to 

appreciate is Val Streed.  She 

coordinates the readers and communion servers 

section of Sunday volunteer sheet that you see in the 

Narthex every month.  Val reviews the sheet 

constantly, and call volunteers to fill in any blanks 

prior to the services.  She on Thursday or Friday, 

each week, makes phone calls to remind people that 

are serving communion or reading.  I normally read 

once a month at the 8:30 am service and I love 

getting the reminder phone call from Val.  She 

always has a cheery voice.  Me, and my warped 

sense of humor have gotten to the point that when 

Val calls after she says, “Hi, this is Val,” I don’t 

even let her finish her sentence, I blurt out “Did you 

know I’m reading this week!”  We laugh.  I wish her 

a speedy recovery and truly appreciate God’s work 

that she does “in the details.”   

 

P.S  In addition to the spaces on the sheet for readers 

and communion servers, there are spaces for ushers, 

and refreshment servers.  Mike Campbell and Ron 

Schmiedeke perform a similar function to Val for the 

ushers and Lisa Banks takes care of the refreshment 

servers. 

 

Sharon Guilliams 
 

Stay Tuned for Part 3. 

GOD’S WORK IS IN THE DETAILS  (part 2) 
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Social Concerns Ministry Team News 

Our 10th Annual PENNIES AND PEANUT BUTTER DRIVE for  

SECOND HARVEST FOOD BANK OF ORANGE COUNTY 

MARCH 1—31 
 

Please donate pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters, and dollars. Collection boxes are  
in the narthex and classrooms. Make checks payable to OSLC, memo: Food Drive. 
 

Food items most needed: 
Peanut Butter & Jelly Hot & Cold Cereals  Canned Fruit, Vegetables & Juices Chili 

Canned Meat & Tuna Mac & Cheese  Pasta, Rice & Beans   Beef Stew 

NO GLASS PLEASE! 
 

All donations will be taken to Second Harvest Food Bank’s food distribution center in 
Irvine. 470 member charities, including FAM here in San Clemente, rely on Second 
Harvest to supplement local donations. Cash donations help supply perishable foods and 
fund meal programs that target those at most risk for hunger: children and senior citizens. 

 

 

Join the Hunger Challenge! Donate at least one item each week.  

Annual Red Cross Blood Drive 

Sunday, March 25 8am-2pm 
Save the date! Save your blood! 

Every 2 seconds, someone in the 

United States needs blood. It could 

be you or a loved one or a stranger 

in need. Please contact Heidi 

Works, hsworks7@cox.net or 361-

5179, to make an appointment. 

Thank you, Myla, for helping 
Kelly load our toilet paper 
donations for Gilchrist House! 

Habitat for Humanity Update 
Preparations are underway for construction 

of our eighth Thrivent Builds with Habitat 

for Humanity project.  Entitlements and 

permits are being processed with an 

anticipated construction start in late spring or early 

summer. If you have never worked on a Habitat job site 

before, this project in Santa Ana is a great opportunity. 

Steve Kos will coordinate volunteers from Our Savior’s 

beginning in April. 

Looking Ahead… 
March 15—April 1: Donations needed for school supplies for San Onofre 
School at Camp Pendleton: Copy paper, notebook paper, highlighters, 
crayons, pencils, etc. Leave in narthex. Thank you to Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans for an $800 grant to purchase classroom wish list items. 

April 22: Baskets for Bed Nets: Join us for our annual fundraiser  to 

support the ELCA Malaria Campaign. Fun for all and a $10 donation 
purchases a bed net to protect a family of four for up to five  years. Practice 
those free throws! Thank you to Thrivent for up to $350 in matching funds. 

April 29, 4pm: Community Bell Choir Concert: Thank you to Sharon 

Guilliams for coordinating this concert as a fundraiser for Family Assistance 
Ministries. A free will offering will be taken. 

Ongoing: Cotton fabric and batting donations are needed to create the 

beautiful quilts we make every year for Lutheran World Relief. Contact Julie 
Doyle, doylekeljul@cox.net. Thank you to Thrivent for a $400 grant to 
purchase supplies. 
Thank you for your generous support of our Social Concerns projects! 
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INVISIBLE CHILDREN presents KONY 2012 
Sunday, March 4, 6:00pm—7:00pm 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church  
200 Avenida San Pablo, San Clemente 

Free Admission—Open to the Public 
 
We are very excited to host the first south Orange County screening of Invisible 
Children’s latest film, KONY 2012. As a follow-up to last spring’s screening of  IC’s 
film, Tony, we are proud to present: 

 

KONY 2012, a short documentary film 
The CalPac IC Roadie Team with Papito Ojok 

 
Papito is a young man from Northern Uganda who lost his father and siblings to LRA 
violence. Papito managed to escape and complete his secondary education. He 
plans to attend university in the fall to study international law. 

 
Invisible Children is an international organization working to assist 
Central African communities  defend themselves against Joseph Kony 
and the Lord’s Resistance Army, a brutal rebel group responsible for 
Africa’s longest running armed conflict of more than three decades. 
The key to the LRA’s continued survival has been the kidnapping of 
children who are conscripted into their ranks, a number that has 
reached over 30,000 according to UN reports. 

 
Since 2003, Invisible Children has used the power of 
film and advocacy to educate and inspire people to 
action. Their mission is to stop Kony’s war, rescue 
former child soldiers, and establish economic and 
educational initiatives to help these victims of war 
rebuild their lives. 
 

(Caution: The screening will contain some images and descriptions of violence suffered by children. It is not 

recommended for children under 12. If you have questions, contact Linda Howard, howardtully@cox.net or 

949.422.5258.) 
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SCHOOL NEWS ~ March 2012 

Lutheran Schools Week 

 

During Lutheran Schools Week, ELEA schools 

and early childhood education centers will be 

““Celebrating Who We Are and Building 
Disciples.”  Our Savior’s will be celebrating this 

special week in the following ways: 
 

 Monday, 3/5-classrooms will decorate their 

doors with ideas centered around the theme 

 Tuesday,  3/6-”Luther Pops”  will be served by 

Principal Shaw at lunch 

 Wednesday, 3/7-students will enjoy an age 

appropriate activity that focuses on Building 
Disciples in their classroom 

 Thursday, 3/8-students will celebrate who 

they are or who they want to be by creating a 

crazy hair do and dressing as they like 

 Friday, 3/9-Grandparents Day 

 
Grandparents Day 
Friday, March 9, 2012 

 
A very special day to honor  those we cherish 

 

Schedule of Events 
9:30 am - doors open for Chapel Program 

10:00 am - 10:45 am Chapel Program 
10:45 - 11:15 am Reception in the Courtyard 

11:15 - 12:00 pm Classroom Visits 

Our Savior’s school families will join with the 

church families in collecting coins, currency and 

canned goods for Second Harvest Food Bank 

during the month of March. 

Featured Meet the Masters artist is 

the Italian Renaissance artist, 

Leonardo Da Vinci.  He is best 

known for his realistic portraits.  He 

was a master at studying the lines 

and shape of a person’s face.  He 

very slowly and carefully observed 

the textures, shapes, and unique details for his 

drawings and oil paintings. The children will do 

portrait line drawings with markers, q-tips and 

water. 

Speech & Hearing Screening 
 

Abramson Audiology and Speechnet 

will be on campus 3/19 & 3/20 to 

provide a Speech & Hearing 

Screening to all students who 

register in advance.  The screening 

includes an evaluation of hearing abilities and 

middle ear function in both ears.  Also, speech, 

language, voice and fluency will be evaluated.  

Parents will receive a written report and an 

explanation of the results after the test. 

The Chancy and Bruce School 
 

Readiness Screening will be offered here on 

campus on 3/12 and 3/13.  The screening is a very 

useful  tool that provides parents with the following 

information: 
 

 What development is necessary for school 

success? 

 Is my child’s development at a level to meet 

with continued success? 

 What is today’s classroom like? 

 What information should I have before I decide 

to enroll my child in school? 
 

Being age-eligible for entrance into school and 

being developmentally ready to meet with school 

success are two entirely different matters.  Before 

entering school there are certain levels of skill 

development and social maturity a child must attain 

if the school experience is to be a  successful one.  

The areas tested include: auditory, visual, memory, 

gross motor and fine motor skills, reasoning, 

comprehension and social-emotional maturity. 



 

 

MARCH 2012 ~ KID’S PAGE 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 

 

8:45 MOPS 

 

6:30 Anna Circle, 

Founders Room 

  2 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

3 

 

 

 

5:45 HSYG Service 

@ The Atria 

4“World Hunger” 
 

 

8:30 Bold Worship 
 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee Bells 
 

9:30 Youth Committee 

Mtg 
 

10:30 Classic Worship 
 

Bethlehem Handcrafts 
 

6:00 Movie @ OSLC 

“Invisible Children” 

5   

 

9:00 PTF Meeting 

 

6:30 Community 

Handbells, YR 

 

7:00 Social 

Concerns, FR 
 

 

6  

 

 

3:00 Kid’s Club, 

Youth Room 

7  

11:00 Manna Bible Study, 

FR  

4:00 5th Gr Conf., YR  

5:00-5:30 Kid’s Dinner 

5:30-6:30 Firelight 

Children’s Prog  

5:30-6:30 Ad. Bible Study  

6:00 Lenten Soup Supper, 

FR  

6:45 Lenten Worship, 

Sanctuary  

6:30 MSYG YR 

7:30 Celebration Singers 

 8 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

9 

1/2 Day School 

 

 

 

 

 

Grandparent’s Day 

10 

 

7:00-8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast @OSLC 

 

School Annual 

Spring Gala 

 

Childcare 

Fundraiser, 5:00pm 

 

 

11 Daylight 

 Saving Time Begins 
 

 

8:30 Bold Worship 
 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee 

Bells 
 

10:30 Classic 

Worship 
 

4:30 MOPS & POPS 

Night 

7:00-8:30 HSYG, YR 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Community 

Handbells, YR 
 

 

13 

 

1:00 Ruth Circle, 

Founders Room 
 

6:00 Gilchrist 

House, HSYG 
 

6:30 Council 

Meeting, FR 
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11:00 Manna Bible Study, 

FR  

4:00 5th Gr Conf., YR  

5:00-5:30 Kid’s Dinner 

5:30-6:30 Firelight 

Children’s Prog  

5:30-6:30 Ad. Bible Study  

6:00 Lenten Soup Supper, 

FR  

6:45 Lenten Worship, 

Sanctuary  

6:30 MSYG YR 

7:30 Celebration Singers 

15 

 

 

 

8:45 MOPS 

16 

 

 

 

17  St. Patrick’s Day 

 

 

 

 

 

9am OSLC Bike 

Ride meet @ DMV 

18 

8:30 Bold Worship 
 

9:00 HSYG Carwash 

Fundraiser 
 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee Bells 
 

10:00 Smart Board 

Presentation, Rm 305 
 

10:30 Classic Worship 
 

1:00 Communion Class 
 

7:00-8:30 HSYG, YR 

19  

 
 

9:15 Angels 

Unaware Circle, 

Evey Thomsen 

 

 

6:30 Community 

Handbells, YR 
 

20 

 

 

 

 

 
 

6:30 School Board 

Meeting, FR 

21  

 

11:00 Manna Bible Study, 

FR  

4:00 5th Gr Conf., YR  

5:00-5:30 Kid’s Dinner 

5:30-6:30 Firelight 

Children’s Prog  

5:30-6:30 Ad. Bible Study  

6:00 Lenten Soup Supper, 

FR  

6:45 Lenten Worship, 

Sanctuary  

6:30 MSYG YR 

7:30 Celebration Singers 

22   

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

 

25  “Habitat for   

        Humanity” 
 

8:00 Blood Drive 
 

8:30 Bold Worship 
 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee 

Bells 
 

10:30 Classic Worship 
 

1:00 Communion 

Class 
 

7:00-8:30 HSYG, YR 

26  

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Community 

Handbells, YR 
 

  
 

27 

 

9:00 Martha 

Circle, @ Bonnie 

Little 
 

 

 

28 
 

11:00 Manna Bible Study, 

FR  

4:00 5th Gr Conf., YR  

5:00-5:30 Kid’s Dinner 

5:30-6:30 Firelight 

Children’s Prog  

5:30-6:30 Ad. Bible Study  

6:00 Lenten Soup Supper, 

FR  

6:45 Lenten Worship, 

Sanctuary  

6:30 MSYG YR  

7:30 Celebration Singers 

29 

 

8:45 MOPS 

30 

 

31 

9:00-Noon 

Sanctuary  

Clean-up 

Holy Communion  

Served  

every Sunday 

1st Sunday  

of the month Last Sunday  

of each month 

 

March 2012 

All Month 



 

WORSHIP HOURS 
 

8:30am ~ Bold Worship 

9:30am ~  Sunday School, Adult Education, Jubilee Bells 

10:30am ~ Classic Worship 

Nursery Care available all morning for children 4 and under! 
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