The Messenger ~ February 2012

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School = San Clemente, California
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”

Walking with Jesus: Some Reflections on the Holy Land

First of all thank you to everyone who took the
time to read my blog and look at the pictures of
our recent trip to the Holy Land
(www.sanclementelutheran.blogspot.com). As
you can imagine it was one of those trips of a
lifetime which I believe will never cease to be a
source of joy and inspiration. But why go to the
Holy Land? Certainly God is just as present here
in San Clemente, just as real in the streets of San
Juan Capistrano and yet people give up
considerable time and money to travel to Palestine
and Israel. I guess the one simple answer is our
collective journey to understand Jesus and to get a
better sense of who he was, where he traveled and
how the land itself gives a deeper understanding
to the things he taught and experienced.

However, in some ways a trip to the Holy Land is
also a worship experience, an intentional
pilgrimage where one begins to learn as much
about oneself as one does about the God we
worship and the sacred stories of scripture. What
do I mean by that? For instance take the story
that I preached on the Sunday I got back, the
calling of Peter and Andrew, James and John.
Yes, I stood where those four men stood, I
splashed the water of the Sea of Galilee with my
hands and looked across to what would have been
a familiar landscape to these four fisherman; but
standing there also gave me the chance to ask
questions about my own discipleship, about my
motivations and how it is that I respond to the
words of Jesus.

My friend and artist Brian Whelan, is always
quick to remind me that I often think his art gives
me insight into him as an artist, when in reality
my interpretations are much more likely providing
insight into myself and my own values and
projections. This is similar to what I felt walking

in these holy places. Of course the stories
opened up in new ways; but perhaps more
importantly I opened up in new ways to hearing
the stories.

There is also a connection that comes when
visiting the Holy Land that transcends time and
space. | had to marvel that for thousands of
years Christian pilgrims have set out to visit
these places of our faith. Many endured the risk
of death, disease and slavery to simply come and
pray at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (the
church built over Golgotha and the tomb of
Jesus) or to see the fields of Bethlehem where
shepherds kept watch over their flocks by night.
The motivations for all have been different.
Some seeking absolution, others seeking healing
or enlightenment or rest for their souls; but all
coming to the same place, to reread the same
stories, to see with their own eyes where the
stories of faith unfolded and how followers of
Christ have kept those memories alive over the
years. Some of these early pilgrims even left
some graffiti behind, crosses etched into
limestone that serve as reminders that they too
were here. It gives one a sense of awe in
thinking of all these men and women whose
connection with Jesus brought them to their
knees in these holy places to pray and for all
those generations who will continue to do the
same.

Finally, I think Kelly summed it up best when
she said that being in the Holy Land is like being
at a family reunion, where all the distant cousins
and relations all come back home to pray.

Peace!
Pastor Jeff



February 2012
Birchdays, Anniversaries & More

~Birthdays ~ ~ Anniversaries ~
Martha Lorimer 2/1  Chris & Debbie Garcia 2/2
Ian Ayers 2/3  Pat & M’Liz Kelly 2/4
Tristen Plail 2/3  Marty & Claudine Shira 2/10
Julia Schrofer 2/4  Todd & Tandi Hornsby 2/17
Don Clinebell 2/5  Dennis & Heidi Works 2/19
Eric Baker 2/6  Casey & Kathy Berens 2/20
Grace Buchan 2/6  Jim & Elsa Keisker 2/22
Brennan Clinebell 2/6  Dennis & Kiana Breshears  2/23 Shane Michael Macatee
Kelly Frghicy o December 31, 2011
Bonnie Little 2/6 ’
MEL Gordon. 24 Rosemary Elaine Prusinski
Peyton Rennie 2/7 Januwary 2. 2012
Susan Ritschel 2/7 Vo
Heidi Works 2/7 We don't mourn as those
Tracy Kruse 2/8 p ) without hope and we
Hannah Lawrence 2/8 | w pam remember the promise of
Dax Hanson 2/9 Did I miss your birthday, life, even life everlasting
Joel Hoffmeister 2/9 anniverlguyr have awrong through our Lord
Charla Rayl 2/9 date NG or e-mail the Jesus Christ!

. church office at ~ 492-6164 ~ :

Betty Prebihalo 2/10 ~ OSLCsec@sbeglobal.net ~
Matthew Yeakel 2/11
Kay Wilson 2/12
Brent Davies 2/15 Y *1 What's On Weldnesda
Shane Aitken 2/17 wew |
Samantha Bourgeois 2/17 % %
Reaghan Mulhgan 2/18 f  11:00am-Noon * Manna Bible Study, FR
Mamie Lorimer 2/19 f  4:00pm-5:00pm * 5th Grade confirmation, YR
Jennifer Berschauer 2/20 1 5:00pm-5:30pm * Pizza, Salad & Beverage for $3
Maddie Gabira 2/20 1 5:30pm-6:30pm * Firelight Children’s Program,
Lisa Copenhaver 2/22 Starts in the Sanctuary (4yrs-Kindergarten, 1st-
Scott Morielli 2/22 2nd grade & 3rd-5th grade)
Elizabeth Schmall 2/22 1 5:30pm-6:30pm ¢ Adult Bible Study, FR
Kay Davidson 2003 f  6:30pm-8:00pm * MSYG (Middle School Youth
[Ty S— 2/23 Group, Grades 6, 7,8), YR
Joan Cooper 224 1 6:45pm - Celebration Singers, FR :
RellfBowie 2/24 f  7:15pm-8:00pm * 6th Grade Confirmation, Sanc
Trisha Marzolo 2/25 i
Rebecca Menke 2/25 Mayor O0s Prayer BII € a
Linda Butkus 2/27
Nathan Tully /78 Tuesday, March 6, 2012

7:00am to 9am
San Clemente Community Center




Music Notes ~ February 2012

oA YA

F ebruary is promoted as “a month of love” —

largely because February 14" is Valentine’s
Day. The word “Love” is everywhere. If you watch
a sporting event on TV, you will probably see
someone in the stands holding a poster that reads
“John 3:16”. The text of the verses is, “For God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life.”

Much of what we do in church revolves around love.
I looked up songs that contained “love” on CCLI.
(Christian  Copyright Licensing International
organization manages the copyrights for much of the
music we use in church. You see our church’s
license number at the end of many of the songs in the
worship folder.) There were 1000 songs listed in the
CCLI database that contained the word “love”.

Do we love? Do we love enough? Who do we love?
With love being promoted all around us this month,
are we sharing our love with others? Are we loving
the world (and those in it) as God commands when
He says “Love thy neighbor as thyself”?

As our church mission statement says we are
“inspired to love”. Let God’s love be your
inspiration this month (and every month).

I would like to end by sharing a quote that I found:

fMusic is love in search of a word.0

In His Service,
Karen Skipper
Director of Music

Special February 2012 Dates

Boy Scout
Val entinebs Day,
Transfiguration
Presidents Day,
Ash Wednesday, Fe
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OUR SAVI OROG S
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LIGHT UP THE NIGHT

LUTHE

ATHEN YOU WILL SHI NE
STARS I N THE SKY. 0
18" ANNUAL SPRING GALA

SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 2012
5:30-11:00pm
BELLA COLLINA TOWNE & GOLF CLUB

200 AVENIDA LA PATA
§ COCKTAILS
§ SILENT & LIVE AUCTION
8§ DINNER
§ PHOTO BOOTH

§ MUSIC & DANCING
Black T White Cocktail Attire

$80 per person by February 17"
$110 per person after February 17"
Dinner choices:
Braised Short Ribs,
Stuffed Chicken Breast or Vegetarian

For more information or to make online
reservations or donations visit
http://oursaviorsschool.maestroweb.com

The Spring Gala is OSLS PTF’s largest fundraiser
of the year. All of the funds raised go back to
enhance the educational experience of the students.
Past monies raised have been used for interactive
whiteboards, reading programs, laptop computers,
encyclopedias, LCD projectors, new playground
equipment, new preschool playground and so much
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http://thinkexist.com/quotation/music_is_love_in_search_of_a_word/151270.html
http://oursaviorsschool.maestroweb.com
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A Matter of Trust

Trust in God, I have heard that all of my life, literally
all of my life. Of course it goes without saying that we
can trust God to keep the world spinning and the Sun
rising, and to love us unconditionally. Where I always
get stuck is with the more personal little things, I mean
does the all being master of time, space, and dimension
really pay attention to the minutia of my tiny little life?
Does the creator of the universe care if [ have enough
time to get to all of the appointments that fill my
calendar? That my car will make it home without
leaving me stranded on the side of the road? That I’ll
know what to write for this month’s newsletter article?

Is it just a random set of incredible coincidences that
makes everything ultimately turn out alright? Could the
favorable outcomes be attributed to my own planning
and effort? Maybe... sometimes. Or is it that God
almighty is indeed looking out for me and making sure
that I never get in deeper than I can manage, I like to
think so.

The short answer is I don’t know, straight up, I just
don’t know. What I do know is that worrying about
these things has done me absolutely no good
whatsoever. To quote *a very wise fellow, “can all of
your worries add a single moment to your life?”

In youth ministry it is always an interesting
conversation when these kinds of questions come up.
The kids look to the adults in their lives to answer these
VERY big questions. But these are questions to which
there are no concrete answers and the best we can do is
offer our best experience, again profess our faith, and
remind them that praying for guidance is always a good
idea.

One thing that I know for sure is that God is always
there for us and is always able to listen to our prayers,
he promised. So if God is responsible for my making it
to the movie in time or if I simply get lucky with the
traffic light sequence, some things remains certain, I
can offer all things to God in prayer and he will always
listen, his love will never fail, and his holy word will
stand forever. Praise be to God!

*The very wise fellow was Jesus (Matt. 6:27)

Bob Cooper
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Youth Calendar
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February 1 - Wednesday
% 5th Grade Confirmation, Youth Room
2 MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room

% February 5 - Sunday
gYouth Committee Meeting 9:30am, Room 5
Souper Bowl of Caring

“ HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room

February 7 - Tuesday

Kid’s Club Bounce Party 3:00pm (off site)
% February 8 - Wednesday

& 5th Grade Confirmation, Youth Room

% MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room

‘Februarv 11 - Saturday
%Valentine’s Childcare Fundraiser

¢ February 12 - Sunday
2 HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room

% February 14 - Tuesday

E Gilchrist House 6:00pm

:

% February 15 - Wednesday

% 5th Grade Confirmation, Youth Room
2 MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room

%Februarv 18-20 - Saturday-Monday
% Middle School Winter Retreat (@ Camp YOLIJWA
o

February 19 - Sunday
2 HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room

% February 22 - Wednesday
: Ash Wednesday

ENO 5th Grade Confirmation
2 No MSYG

: February 24-26 - Friday-Sunday
High School Winter Retreat (@ El Camino Pines

S

RER

: February 26 - Sunday
HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room (for those not going
& on retreat)

February 29 - Wednesday
& 5th Grade Confirmation, Youth Room
*MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room
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Want A Night Out With Your Sweetie?

High School Youth Group will watch the kids!
Saturday ~ February 11, 2012
5:00pm - 10:00pm

$40/one child, $50/two or more children!
Pizza Dinner, Drinks, & Snack will be provided.

Sleeping area is available
All $$ raised will go to the High School Youth Group
National Youth Gathering in New Orleans ~ July 2012
Make checks payable to OSLC (Memo: Valentine Child Care)

Name of Parents/Guardians:

Home Phone: Cell:

Chil dés name

&
Childbdébs name & age:
&

Chil dbés name

Childbés name & age:

Food Allergies or Special Information we should know:
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WHATG HAPPENING AT Men's Saturday ~ February 11, 2012
~ Breakfast 7:00am - 8:30am
OUR SAVIORG e

-

Calling all men.....

You are invited to join us for a men's breakfast at

OSLC.
RSVP: John Mulligan at mulli6é3@gmail.com

Hope you will be able to join us.

dult Education

Sunday Morning Bible Study Join the group for a Saturday Bike Ride
9:45am 1 Founder ¢ |[Room
. ' February 18, 2012
Sunday Morning: Whose Who in the Bible. We 9:00am at Trail 1
continue our year long look at major figures in the
Blble and Why they are important for the Blbhcal For more inforrnation contact
story. Drop in anytime and join us.. Sharon Guilliams at

(949) 842-6391 or email

Wednesday Manna Bible Study seuilliams@cox.net

Founders Room

11:00am to Noon every Wednesday

essons:

Whale Watching
Coming Soon !

Mi dweek Study of VBeulooldaly 6s _ |
ahead to the lessons that will be read on Sunday y
morning. Together we ask questions of the text and
even help give direction to the sermon! There is no
better way to prepare for (or get more out of
worship) than attending this group. No experience
necessary! Join us.

Stay tuned for
Upcoming Details!

Wednesday Evening

5:30pm 1T Founder $ HRe-em

Wednesday Evening: February Ist, 8th and 15th
join us in the Founder’s room as we finish our
study of the book of Daniel.

Thanks for all Y

Anna Circle
Thursday, February 9th 6:30pm-8:00pm
OSLC Founders Room

The Donut crisis has been averted. ..

Please remember that donuts currently cost $ .60
each and your donation each Sunday placed
in the Donut Container help defray this cogt!

Angels Unaware Circle
TBA

Ruth Circle
Tuesday, February 14th 1:00pm-2:30pm
OSLC Founders Room

Martha Circle
Tuesday, February 28th 9:00am-11:00am
at the home of Bonnie Little 369-5762

Thank you all from the church offi




MI DWEEK LENTEN SERIES 2012 -~ i

There is a tradition among many Christians to give up certain things for the forty days of Lent, and doing so
can be a very beneficial thing for us. However, sometimes this act of piety can get in the way of the things we
should really be giving up, things that get in the way of us and God. Pastor Jeff is indebted to Pastor Matthew
Kelly for sharing with us an outline of what we might consider giving up, not just for forty day, but forever!

February 22, 2012
s/ y 4 .
” Ash Wednesday o0Giving Up
//5’4/7654“7 7:00pm Worship with Imposition of Ashes
February 29, Wednesday 0 G17y3idM MattHéw 4:1ddb nt r o

Adam and Eve disobeyed God, thinking that they knew better than him, with disastrous consequences. While
being tempted in the wilderness, Jesus denied his own impulses and followed God's will. In the modern world,
where we are used to having control over so many things, we often fail to seek God's will for our lives and try
to call all the shots ourselves. God wants us to deny ourselves and give him the final say when we are charting
out the course of our lives.

March 7, Wednesday 0Gi Vi ng4alJphnEMpHPpect at i on

Abraham followed God's call to leave his homeland and travel to the place God promised his descendants,
even though he didn't know how it would all work out. When Nicodemus is talking to Jesus, he has a hard time
understanding what God's grace is really about because he is used to thinking in terms of religious structure.
Sometimes we just can’t know what’s going on or what’s coming next. God doesn't guarantee any future
circumstances or uninterrupted prosperity, but we can trust that God will be with us through whatever
circumstances we face and that God will work with us to make the best result out of even the most hopeless of
places.

March 14, Wednesday 0Gi v-A2ng Up Superiorit
Jesus broke all kinds of social conventions by speaking to a woman in public, a Samaritan no less, whose own
life was such a mess that it could have really messed up Jesus' reputation as a holy man. But Jesus brought his
message of grace and freedom to the woman, knowing that in her humility, she would actually hear and
respond, while the religious people were too busy and self-important to hear. God doesn't care about any of the
artificial lines we draw to make ourselves feel superior to others. If we let go of our status symbols and
judgmental attitudes, we too can hear Jesus’ call more clearly and respond more faithfully.

March 21, Wednesday 0Gi v44ng Up Enemiesbo

Loving our enemies can sometimes feel like as idealistic a notion as instantaneous world peace, but Jesus
showed us that caring even for those who persecute you is a real, actionable mandate that we can carry out by
following Jesus’ example. Peace isn’t just a far-off fantasy. Jesus wept over Jerusalem because the people
following him misunderstood his message to be about peace in Heaven instead of on Earth. We call Jesus the
Prince of Peace, but do we really believe and live like peace is possible in our world today?

March 28, Wednesday 0 Gi vi-fMgJohd p145D u r Livesbd

God creates life from death, nothingness, and hopelessness. The Bible is full of such paradoxes, as Jesus tells
us that those who try to keep their lives will die, but those who give up their lives for others will live. We are
used to thinking of life in terms of fixed beginnings and ends, but the story of Jesus calls us to throw away our
old categories and embrace God's larger vision of eternal life that begins here and now.

7

Our

I 0

s 6

O

y



OUR SAVIORGS LUTHERAN CHURCH
TREASURERGS FINANCIAL REPORT

DECEMBER 2011
Average December Attendance: 171 people
Christmas Eve Attendance 689 people
Average Weekly Offering: $12,185/wk
Budget Requirement: $ 8,711/wk
Current Month YTD
Unrestricted Gifts: $48,741 $212,754
Budget: $34,843 $209,058

These are your gifts to the church through general
envelopes and plate offerings; they are used for
operating budget expenses. Contributions are
currently 1.8% above the Congregation approved
budget needs.

Designated Gifts: $ 830 $ 5.534
World Hunger $395 $ 2,980
Habitat for Humanity $ 435 $2,554

Church Mortgage Balance: $ 821,252.82*
*monthly mortgage payment for the classroom
building is paid from the school funds

Thank You For Your Stewardship!
Blessings!
Karen Coffee, Treasurer

More Than Money Matters:
Credit and Debt Workshop

Join us for a free, award-winning workshop

More Than Money Matters: Credit and Debt is an
interactive money management workshop where
you’ll learn what credit and debt are and how to
manage them.

The workshop will be presented by Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans representative Bill Wedde,

Financial Consultant, FIC, CA Insurance ID
#0F74291.
When:  February 12th from 11:45am to 1:00pm

Where: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

A complimentary lunch will be served.

To register, please sign-up in the church office, or
give Gay Bemoll a call directly at (949) 492-6164
You can also sign up online at
www.thrivent.com/findaworkshop

For more information contact Bill Wedde at
(949) 481-7778 or bill. wedde@thrivent.com

January 2012
CHURCH Highlights
COUNCIL
8 lain Buchan presented the Technology

Recommendations for Our Savior’s Lutheran
School and the benefits to both the school and
the church. A lengthy discussion took place,
after which a motion was unanimously passed
to accept the technology recommendations.

8§ We began a discussion about forming a
nominating committee for the Church Council.
lain Buchan volunteered to serve on the
committee. Other members will be selected at
a later date.

8 At times throughout the year council members
will be looking for volunteers to help with
projects or to serve on committees. Remember
-Yes You Can éin Ser

8 Trace Wilcox has stepped forward to be the
director of Vacation Bible School and Joelie
Buchan will organize the back-drop.

8 Wilson Olbrich has moved the flagpole to
make the flag visible to all of the students for
the pledge during opening.

8 Remember, Whale Watching will be taking
place in February.

Respectfully submitted by Liz Derdzinske,
Congregation Council Secretary

Next council meeting
February 13, 2012 at 6:30pm



http://www.thrivent.com/findaworkshop
mailto:bill.wedde@thrivent.com

INVISIBLE CHILDREN presents Kony 2012
Sunday, February 26, 6:00pm

Our Saviords Lutheran Church
Free Admissiond Open to the Public

We are very excited to announce that Our Savior?d
County screening of 1 nvisibl e ChKonya0olz Asédollow-aptte s t
| ast springdéds scTtomyenwegaoné pt&€odd fol present this

Invisible Children is an international organization working to assist Central African communities
defend themselves against Joseph Kony and the I
responsi ble for Africads | ongest running ar med ¢
LRAG6s continued survival has been the kidnapping
number that has reached over 30,000 according to UN reports.

Since 2003, Invisible Children has used the power of

film and advocacy to educate and inspire people to
action. Their mi ssion i s t
former child soldiers, and establish economic and
educational initiatives to help these victims of war
rebuild their lives.

Please join us. Bring a friend. You will be inspired!
(Caution. The screening will contain some images and descriptions of violence suffered by children. It is appropriate for adu Its,

high school ers and mature middl e school ers. /' f youdd |7 ke m
949.422.5258,)

Annual Red Cross Blood Drive Annual Pennies & Peanut Butter Drive

Sunday, March 25 8am - 2pm Second Harvest Food Bank

Save the date! Save your blood! March 1 A March 31

Every 2 seconds, someone in the| |Keep saving your coins for
United States needs blood. It could| [next month’s food and coin
be you or a loved one or a stranger| |collection for Second Harvest.
in need. We will begin scheduling| |February’s chapel offering will
appointments in a few weeks. Point| |4]s0 be donated to the drive.

of contact is Heidi Works,| [Thank you for your generosity!
hsworks7@cox.net or 361-5179.

SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM

Yes We Can!
il tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of tlhe |




Faith + Sharing

EVANGELISM

vangelism. It has different meanings to

different people. For me, as Pastor Perry said
on Sunday, it is acting out our faith Most of us
know how difficult it can be to TALK about our love
of the Lord to others but we can all SHOW it by
living our faith.

There is someone in our congregation who may not
consider herself an evangelist, but to me, she is a
wonderful example. She lives her faith, and gives
her talents, without stinting almost every week. Her
name is Sharon Guilliams! Surprised? Think about
it!

Sharon’s ministry is Jubilee Bells. It began with her
playing solos, grew to include a few adults, and now
has grown to ?? people, including tweens, teens,
young adults, and even a couple of older folks, like
me. Wow! She has become an integral part of our
worship. If you didn’t hear her on Christmas Eve
you must have missed all of the services except the
11:00pm. She and her “team” added to them all,
through small groups, the entire Jubilee Bells team,
and once with our very own new accompanist, Sarah
Weinzetl, singing a solo with the bells and other
instruments.

In order to do this Sharon first has to do research to
find music that both fits the message and is within
the abilities of her bell ringers. She rehearses with
each one of these which means she has to haul her
bells to those rehearsals, set them up, and then after
rehearsals and performances take them down. Not
only that, she supplies the bells! Finally she has
started a community bell choir made up of people
who play for other congregations. Who knows
where this will lead? They played prior to the San
Clemente Choral Society, during the Christmas
season. Not many of us heard them but they were
great. If things work out they will have their own
concert by the end of April!! Add to all of this is her
on-going commitment to Celebration Singers.

This is a labor of love for Sharon. She isn’t being

10

paid. If you read her letter in the last Messenger you
know what this giving means to her. I wonder if she
knows how much SHE and her ministry mean to US?
Let’s all try to stop when we see her and tell her how
much she is appreciated and how loved she is.

Sharon is not alone in living her faith. We have so
many who give in so many different ways. I will try
to highlight some of these people in future letters. If
you think of someone you would like to recognize,
let me know.

We can all try to share our love for our church. Each
of us has special talents and love of certain types of
activities. Let’s share and celebrate our love for each
other, and for our Lord.

In Christ,
Billie Buffington
Evangelism Ministry

OSLC Recipe Box:
Be a part of the fellowship cooking story!

Fellowship would love to have your special recipes
for our online Recipe Box! As we begin a new year
we would love to establish a resource for all of those
savory dishes we have seen and
tasted over the years! To have
your recipe in the “Recipe Box”
submit your recipe via e-mail to
oslcsec@sbcglobal.net or drop
off/mail to the church office or
put in an envelope and place in
the offering plate Sunday
mornings!

Keep on cooking my friends!

RING YOUR

FRIENDS




Palestinian Lutheran pastor to receive 'German Media Award'

CHICAGO (ELCA) - Dr. Mitri Raheb, pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Christmas
Church in Bethlehem, will receive the German Media Prize award Feb. 24 for his
work in founding educational, cultural and health care institutions and his
commitment to inter-faith dialogue and peacemaking in the Middle East.

"Mitri Raheb is a pastor with passion in proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Persistently working for a lasting, just peace in the Middle East, Pastor Raheb is a
visionary leader who has created new pathways in the areas of education,
employment and health care," said the Rev. Mark S. Hanson, presiding bishop of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

"This deserved recognition of Pastor Raheb is testimony to the global leadership
shared by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land, and the
ELCA remains committed to accompanying this partner church," he said.

The Evangelical Lutheran Christmas Church is one of six congregations of the 2,000
-member Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land. The
denomination is the only Arabic-speaking Lutheran church in the world and the only indigenous Lutheran Church
in the Middle East. The church and ELCA engage in ministry together in a variety of ways, and both are members
of The Lutheran World Federation based in Geneva.

In 1988 Raheb became pastor of Evangelical Lutheran Christmas Church and founded the International Center of
Bethlehem in 1995. The center includes the Dar al-Kalima Health and Wellness Center, which focuses on general
preventive medicine, community health awareness and psychological health issues associated with the current
situation in Palestine.

Raheb also founded the Dar al-Kalima School and Academy in Bethlehem. Together with the International Center
of Bethlehem, the school and academy have become the second largest private employer in the Bethlehem area.

The Mission Investment Fund, a financial ministry of the ELCA, provided a loan to support the construction of Dar
al-Kalima College in Bethlehem. The loan is the Mission Investment Fund's first to an ELCA global partner.

According to Raheb, the college is an answer to the current shortage of higher education institutions in Palestine
and "a beacon of hope for future generations." Raheb is president of Bright Stars of Bethlehem, a not-for-profit
organization based in the United States that is instrumental in securing funding for the college.

"We wanted to contribute to empowering generations of Palestinians and help strengthen this vital ministry of the
ELCA's companion, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land," said Eva Roby, president and
CEO of the Mission Investment Fund.

"The ELCA's relationship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land is long-standing and
deep, and we are proud to have relationships with each of the pastors in that church and to accompany them as they
seek to respond to the needs of their context," said the Rev. Robert Smith, ELCA program director for the Middle
East and North Africa and coordinator of the Peace Not Walls Campaign.

Born in Bethlehem, Raheb received his undergraduate degree in protestant theology from the Hermannsburg
Mission Seminary in Germany and earned a master's degree and doctorate in theology at Philipps University
Marburg there.

He has written numerous articles, essays and books that concentrate on inter-religious dialogue, contextual
theology, church history, biblical interpretation and issues related to the civil society.
Raheb will receive the 2011 German Media Prize along with three others in Baden-Baden, Germany.
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Preschool Conferences _ will be held on
Thursday, 2/2 and Friday, 2/3. Reqular
preschool classes will not be held on
these two days This will enable the
preschool teachers to give their complete
attention to conferences and allow them to set
appointments with all of their families.

Communication between parents and teachers
is an essential part of a good education. Good
communication allows us to develop a more
comprehensi ve under st
behavior. Parent/Teacher conferences are an
important part of this process.

February Chapel Monies
will be donated to |
Second Harvest Food Bank |

Teddy Bear Dental Visits

Preschool Classes

On Wednesday 2/15 and Thursday 2/16

ARTeddy B e avill beih&king aprbseéntation
to our preschoolers. “Teddy Bear Dental” is an oral
healthcare provider for
infants, children and
adolescents emphasizing
dental hygiene education and
early prevention.

Join APartners
Pur pose, A on Fi
8:45 am in the Founders Room.
Special Speaker, Kathy Smith, will talk
re:Ai Ki ndergarten

Readi

12

Meet the Masters

This month our young artists will be studying the
French artist, Paul CezanneCezanneis known as
the  “Father of
Modern  Art,”
because he
emphasized color
and shape over
realism. His view
of nature through &
geometric  shapes ¥
willibeninyestigatetd -
and imitated in the ™
children’s own masterpieces using tissue paper,
starch, construction paper and colored chalk.

Visiting Author, David Schwartz,
Comes to Our Savioraos
On Tuesday, 2/28, author, David Schwartz, will
be on campus to present an assembly to the
elementary students, courtesy of our
Parent/Teacher/Fellowship. Using props, photos
and storytelling, David will share his lifelong
love of numbers, science and books.

David Schwartz is an accomplished storyteller,
and an innovator in presenting mathematical
information in engaging ways, using humor and
a wealth of visuals to inspire and inform.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri Sat

Habitat

AR

Holy Communion

1

11:00 Manna Bible

Study, FR

4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR
5:00 Pizza Dinner
5:30 Firelidg
Program, Sanc

5:30 Adult Bible Study,

2 Gro Da

Preschool Conferences

No Preschool

Preschool Conferences

No Preschool

Ist Sunda » Served "
y for Humanity 3 every Sunday 6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration Singers,
of the month FR
Last Sunday 7:15 6th Grade Conf.,
of each month Sanc
5Aworl d Hu 6 7 8 9 10 11
11:00 Manna Bible
Souper Bowl of
; : i 3: 00 Ki do| Study,FR R
Caring 9:00 PTF Meeting 4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR 7:00-8: 30 Menos
) Bounce Party 5:00 Pizza Dinner 8:45 MOPS Breakfast @OSLC
8:30 Bold Worship 6:30 Community 5:30 Firelig"
9:30 Sunday School, Handbell, YR Program, Sanctuary
Adult Ed., Jubilee Bells ’ 5:30 Adult Bible Study, . Y ou th Valegnt
. FR 6:30 Anna Circle, Childcare
9:30 Youth Committee 7:00 Social 6:30 MSYG, YR Founders Room
Mtg Concerns, FR 6:45 Celebration Singers,
10:30 Classic Worship FR
7:15 6th Grade Conf.,
7:00-8:30 HSYG, YR Sanctuary
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:30 Bold Worship . ~ 11:00 Manna Bible
. Valentine' Study, FR )
?A'golts‘é‘(‘ida} ic,:"’“l’ 6:30 Community ey 4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR NO SCHOOL 9am OSLC Bike
u - Jubllee Handbell, YR 5:00 Pizza Dinner Ride
Bells 1:00 Ruth Circle, | 5: 30 Firel i
10:30 Classic Program, Sanctuary
Worship Founders Room ;ﬁo Adult Bible Study,
11:45 Thrivent 6:00 Gilchrist House, | ¢.3 MSYG, YR
Seminar HSYG 6:45 Celebration Singers,
7:00-8:30 HSYG, YR 6:30 C I Meeti FR Middle School
: ouncil Meeting, | 7:15 6th Grade Conf., i
FR Sanctuary Winter Retreat
19 20 21 22 % 23 24 25
745”;/
8:30 Bold Worship /}/f’ 4/[6‘544(/ 8:45 MOPS
9:30 Sunday School
Adult Ed., Jubilee ' 6:30 School Board 7:00pm - Ash
Bells Meeting, FR Wednesday Worship
10:30 Classic : . 11:00-Noon Manna
Worship Presidents’ Day Bible Study, FR
7:00-8:30 HSYG, YR . .
’ 2!1 ;’l:h:fg"’,etf’“es‘,’ﬁy High School Winter Retreat
1g ctivities wi . .
Middle School Winter Retreat not meet. @ El Canlnno Pines
|
|
26 iHabi tat| 27 28 29 M
: arch 2012
Humani ty 11:00 Manna Bible Study, s s
: i FR M TWTF
8:30 Bold Worship 9:00 Martha 4:00 5th Gr Conf., YR
9:30 Sunday School, | ¢:30 Communit . ) 5005: 30 Kidos 12 3
Adult Ed.. Jubilee : ¥ | Circle, @ Bonnie | 5:30.6:30 Firelight
Adulc Ed. Handbell, YR | Litle ShiTdrencs P 4567 8910
ells 5:30-6:30 Adult Bible
10:30 Classic Study, Room 1 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Worship 6:00 Lenten Soup Supper, 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

6:00 Movie @ OSLC
Al nvisibleg
7:00-8:30 HSYG, YR

FR

6:30-8:00 MSYG YR
6:45 Lenten Worship,
Sanctuary

13

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
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8:30am ~ Bold Worship
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