
 

  

I want to officially go on the record in order to 

predict the following in 2012.  There will be famine, 

natural disasters, corruption, war, economic 

downturns, environmental catastrophes and disease.  

But here‘s the deal, there are ALWAYS famines, 

natural disasters, corruption, war, economic 

downturns, environmental catastrophes and disease.   

The difference is that we live in a world that is so 

thoroughly connected by the digital age that the sheer 

volume of such events that we are intimately aware 

of seems at times overwhelming.  I think Billy Joel 

said it best in his 1995 hit:  ―We didn't start the fire.  

It was always burning, since the world's been turning.  

We didn't start the fire.  No we didn't light it; but we 

tried to fight it.‖   

 

I want to offer another set of predictions as well.  

There will be good harvests, beautiful sunsets, 

integrity, peace, economic windfalls, environmental 

triumphs and healings.  These too are just as safe a 

prediction because they always happen each and 

every year—yet somehow they don‘t ever get the 

same coverage as the first list.  This year I‘ve decided 

that my New Year‘s resolution is going to be to find 

one solid piece of good news each and every day.   

But that‘s not all, I‘m going to try and share that 

piece of good news with at least one other individual, 

whether in person, by email or by phone.   

 

As people of faith we don‘t minimize the very real 

problems in the world; but we of all people should 

also keep a sharp eye on the horizon, looking for 

those signs of God and God‘s continued good work 

on our behalf.   That is what the season of Epiphany 

is all about; basically that God does show up!  Jesus 

makes himself known in the Gospels at his baptism, 

the wedding at Cana and on the mountain of 

Transfiguration where he stands between Moses and 

Elijah; but Jesus also makes himself known in our 

world, in our lives, in worship and in our care and 

concern for the neighbor.  Epiphany is basically one 

big celebration that Jesus is here—right here in our 

midst. 

 

That is also what we celebrate in Holy Communion 

and Baptism.  That Jesus is here.   That God shows 

up over and over again to remind us that while we 

are not free from the many hardships that befall us; 

God has promised to walk with, through and under 

all that comes are way.    

 

During this new year of 2012, I know that we‘ll be 

bombarded with bad news.  Some will be the usual 

catastrophes that befall the world and some will be 

the made up and exaggerated fear claims that 

politicians will try to use in order to garner votes and 

motivate the securing of their war chests.  It will be 

all too easy to be on the side of doom and gloom.   I 

for one, invite you to stand with me in keeping an 

eye out for the good news of God in Jesus Christ—

and then share it!  And we might even be surprised, 

that we often see what we are looking for—and that 

might just make 2012 a very, very good year!      
 

Peace!    

Pastor Jeff 
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Did I miss your birthday, 

anniversary or have a wrong 

date? call or e-mail the  

church office at  ~ 492-6164 ~   

~ OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net  ~ 

Savannah Wilcox  1/2 

Hector Reyes   1/4 

Laurie Schmall  1/4 

Beth Apodaca   1/5 

Mimi Eads   1/5 

Patrick Hamil   1/5 

Tyler Aitken   1/6 

Zane Pert   1/8 

Aaron Hathaway  1/9 

Matthew Baker   1/10 

Tanner Hornsby  1/11 

Howard Sharp   1/11 

Barbara Baldwin  1/12 

Skye Cardoza   1/12 

Austin Hamil   1/13 

Sally Sharp   1/14 

Zachary Krogman  1/15 

Erin Rowe   1/17 

Bob Engelbretson  1/18 

Wilson Olbrich  1/19 

Charly Wilson   1/19 

Al Riebau   1/20 

Thomas Eads*   1/21 

Jan Ludvigson   1/21 

Jim Keisker   1/22 

Zachary Kruse   1/22 

Keith Hoffmeister  1/23 

Sean Hoffmeister  1/23 

Danny Doyle   1/24 

Chase Cardoso  1/25 

Ellie Gardner   1/25 

K.C. Kelly   1/25 

Joseph Levesque  1/26 

Natasha Overin  1/26 

Jessica Stewart  1/26 

Steve Rennie   1/27 

Sophia Schmall  1/27 

Tiffany Graef   1/30 

Devlin Rowe   1/30 

Claudine Shira   1/30 

Karen Coffee   1/31 

Spencer Schrofer  1/31 

    ~ January Birthdays ~  ~ January Anniversaries ~ 

Bob & Joyce Engelbretson 1/9 

Terry & Sallie Johnson 1/19 

Thomas & Mimi Eads  1/23 

Jim & Claudette Miller 1/27 

January Birthdays, Anniversaries & More 

 

To all the folks and friends of Our Savior‘s,    

 

We are most grateful for your generous gifts 

this Christmas and for the love and support 

that they represent.   It is truly a blessing to be in ministry together 

and we ask for your continued prayers as we continue our ninth 

year in your midst! 

  

Peace!  

Pastor Jeff, Kelly & Family 

 

 

 

 

Allie Gordon  

December 22, 2011  
 

We don't mourn as those 

without hope and we 

remember the promise of 

life, even life everlasting 

through our Lord  

Jesus Christ!  

Our Savior’s welcomed the 

following families  

in membership  

 

Sunday, December 6, 2011 
 

 

Mike & Diane Boquet 
 

Daniel & Jessica Lewis 

Scott, Nicholas, Kyle 
 

Betty L. Nullmeyer 
 

Sharon Nullmeyer 
 

Matthew Yeakel 

OSLC Recipe Box: Be a part of the fellowship cooking story! 
 

Fellowship would love to have your special recipes for our online 

Recipe Box! As we begin a new year we would 

love to establish a resource for all of those savory 

dishes we have seen and tasted over the years! To 

have your recipe in the ―Recipe Box‖ submit your 

recipe via e-mail to oslcsec@sbcglobal.net or drop 

off/mail to the church office or put in an envelope 

and place in the offering plate Sunday mornings! 
 

Keep on cooking my friends! 
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Pastor Jeff to study  

in the Holy Land in January 
 

Pastor will be traveling to Israel January 9 – 18 as a 

part of his continuing education commitment.  

Pastor is able to combine his continuing education 

allowance over the course of several years in order 

to make such opportunities feasible.  Pastor will be 

in such places as Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Sea of 

Galilee, Nazareth, Jericho, Capernaum and the Dead 

Sea.   He will be giving updates via his blog 

including photos.   While Pastor is gone Pastor Kim 

Krogstad at Christ Lutheran, San Clemente and 

Pastor Dave Mattson of Gloria Dei in Dana Point 

will be available for any pastoral emergencies.   

Please contact the church office if you need to 

contact Pastor Kim or David. 
 

Keep up with this trip by logging on to our blog: 

http://sanclementelutheran.blogspot.com 

Did you know….  

 
Famed UK art critic Sister 

Wendy Beckett has given 

the following review to 

Pastor Jeff‘s new book 

written with artist Brian 

Whelan, ―The Exchange: Thoughts on Faith, Art, 

Science and Culture.‖  

 

―What a triumph. It could not be better done, more 

insightful, more enquiring. I was moved when I 

read it.”   
 

Sister Wendy Becket 12/2010 
 

Advance copies of the book are still available for $10 

from either Pastor Jeff or the church office.   

ELCA NEWS SERVICE 

December 7, 2011 

Secretary of State Clinton highlights the work of 

ELCA-related ministries 
 

CHICAGO (ELCA) -- Secretary of State Hillary 

Rodham Clinton noted the vital work of Lutheran 

social ministry organizations in welcoming refugees 

to the United States, during her Dec. 7 address at the 

U.N. High Commissioner for Refugee's ministerial 

conference in Geneva. In her presentation to world 

leaders, Clinton shared a story about Fatuma Elmi, 

who applied for asylum in the United States after 

civil war broke out in her native Somalia in 1991. 

Settled in Minneapolis, Elmi has worked as an 

employment counselor at Lutheran Social Service of 

Minnesota for the past 17 years. She has been able to 

find jobs for 79 percent of her clients this year, 

despite the difficult economy. 

 

Elmi's life is "clear evidence of the wisdom of 

investing in women," said Clinton, adding that the 

United States would be delivering 28 pledges to the 

conference, one designed to build awareness on a 

major "cause of statelessness, which is 

discrimination against women," she said. Lutheran 

Social Service of Minnesota is an affiliated ministry 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA), along with 285 other social ministry 

organizations across the country. 

 

ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson said he 

appreciates Clinton's sharing of Elmi's story and the 

recognition of Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota, 

particularly "on this historic occasion of the 60th 

anniversary of the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 

50th anniversary of the Statelessness Convention in a 

gathering of world leaders." The ministerial 

conference brings together more than 150 

representatives from around the world. Clinton is a 

member of the U.S. delegation. 

 

"In sharing Fatuma Elmi's story, Secretary Clinton 

has affirmed the invaluable contributions resettled 

refugees bring to life in American communities. In 

naming Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota, she 

has also recognized the vast network of Lutheran 

social service organizations that are an expression of 

faith active in loving service to our neighbor," 

Hanson said. 
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January 2012 Music Notes  

Happy New Year!  I wrote those same words in my 

December 2011 article.  That time it was to celebrate 

the beginning of the church New Year – this time it is 

to celebrate the beginning of the year 2012.  Since the 

last newsletter, we have celebrated Advent, Christmas 

and welcomed in a new calendar year.  How time 

flies! 

 

There are many people who offered their musical gifts 

during the past month.  We had musical entertainment 

each Sunday on the patio which was enjoyed by all.  

We had special music at worship services offered by 

talented singers, ringers, instrumentalists and our day 

school children.  We sent close to 80 people out 

caroling at 7 different locations providing holiday 

music to those who find it difficult to get out of their 

homes. In addition, we had musicians from Our 

Savior‘s who shared their musical gifts through 

community groups - singing in Barbershop choruses, 

community choirs and ringing in community bell 

choir.  I give many thanks to all those talented 

musicians who made our Advent, Christmas Eve and 

Christmas services wonderful worship experiences. 

 

I would like to extend an invitation to become a part 

of the music ministry.  If you can sing, ring or play an 

instrument, there is a place at Our Savior‘s for you to 

offer your musical gifts.  Ask any member of our 

team and they will tell you what a joy it is to share the 

word of God through music. 

 

In His Service, 

Karen Skipper  ~ Director of Music 

People sometimes joke about C & E Christians – 

those people who just show up at church on 

Christmas and Easter.  I had already sent my 

newsletter article to the church office when my mom 

e-mailed me this story.  I think it is a good 

illustration of why we need to be together in worship 

each week. I hope you enjoy this little story… 

 

A member of a certain church, who previously had 

been attending services regularly, stopped going. 

After a few weeks, the preacher decided to visit 

him. 
 

It was a chilly evening. The preacher found the 

man at home alone, sitting before a blazing fire. 

Guessing the reason for his preachers visit, the 

man welcomed him, led him to a comfortable chair 

near the fireplace and waited. 
 

The preacher made himself at home but said 

nothing. In the grave silence, he contemplated the 

dance of the flames around the burning logs. After 

some minutes, the preacher took the fire tongs, 

carefully picked up a brightly burning ember and 

placed it to one side of the hearth all alone then he 

sat back in his chair, still silent. 
 

The host watched all this in quiet contemplation. As 

the one lone ember's flame flickered and 

diminished, there was a momentary glow and then 

its fire was no more. Soon it was cold and dead. 
 

Not a word had been spoken since the initial 

greeting. The preacher glanced at his watch and 

realized it was time to leave. He slowly stood up, 

picked up the cold, dead ember and placed it back 

in the middle of the fire. Immediately it began to 

glow once more with the light and warmth of the 

burning coals around it. 
 

As the preacher reached the door to leave, his host 

said with a tear running down his cheek, 'Thank 

you so much for your visit and especially for the 

fiery sermon. I shall be back in church next 

Sunday.” 

 

See you at church, 

Karen Skipper  

Director of Music 

 

What’s On Wednesdays  

 11:00am-Noon • Manna Bible Study, FR 

 4:00pm-5:00pm • 5th Grade confirmation, YR 

 5:00pm-5:30pm • Pizza, Salad & Beverage for $3 

 5:30pm-6:30pm • Firelight Children‘s Program,  

      Starts in the Sanctuary  (4yrs-Kindergarten, 1st- 

      2nd grade & 3rd-5th grade) 
 

 5:30pm-6:30pm • Adult Bible Study, FR 

 6:30pm-8:00pm • MSYG (Middle School Youth 

Group, Grades 6, 7,8), YR 

 6:45pm - Celebration Singers, FR 

 7:15pm-8:00pm • 6th Grade Confirmation, Sanc 
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Youth and Children’s Page 

by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry 

Has it already been a year? 

This time of year always seems to bring about a lot 

of reviewing and this will be no exception. 2011 was 

a great year for the youth ministry here at Our 

Savior‘s. Way back in January I was able to join our 

7th grade confirmation class on their servant event to 

T.A.C.O in San Diego as we served breakfast to the 

homeless. As the year progressed we continued our 

outreach and service with the Souper bowl Hunger 

Games, as well as our monthly dinners at Gilchrist 

House.  

 

Our groups worked together to raise funds for 

various trips and events such as the Middle School 

Winter retreat at El Camino Pines and our big High 

School event the Western States Youth Gathering 

and White Water Rafting Trip in the summer. 

 

We added a new group for 4th and 5th grade students 

in 2011 called the Kids Club. This is a very fun 

group that meets on the first Tuesday of each month 

at 3PM in the youth room, and friends are 

encouraged to come too! 

 

We had a wonderful Vacation Bible School followed 

by Vacation Day Camp and LRCC Beach Camp, 

many good times had by all! Our summer was 

wonderful as we continued the weekly meetings. The 

summer fun culminated with Extreme Week, a 

weeklong tour of Southern California amusement 

parks; yes it is exhausting, but really fun! We also 

said goodbye to my first batch of graduating high 

school seniors, but not to fear, they still show up 

from time to time! 

 

In the fall I attended Youth Certification School at 

Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, IA. I 

learned a great deal and became part of a valuable 

network of youth leaders from around the country. 

 

Looking forward to 2012 there is much buzz in the 

high school group as we are taking 10 students to 

New Orleans, LA. for the National Youth Gathering 

in July!  

 

I could go on and on, but suffice it to say that 2011 

was great and 2012 is shaping up to be even better! 

 

Thank you for your continued support of this 

important ministry.  Please let me know if I can do 

anything in particular for you or your family, and feel 

free to jump right in, we can always use more caring 

adult ministers. 

 

See you around the Youth Room, 

Bob Cooper 

Youth and Children’s Ministry 

Youth Calendar 
 

January 3 - Tuesday 
Kid‘s Club 3:00pm, Youth Room 
 

January 4 - Wednesday 
5th Grade Confirmation, Youth Room 

MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room 
 

January 8 - Sunday 

Youth Committee Meeting 9:30am, Room 5 

HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room 
 

January 10 - Tuesday 

Gilchrist House 6:00pm 
 

January 11 - Wednesday 
5th Grade Confirmation, Youth Room 

MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room 
 

January 15 - Sunday 
HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room 

January 18 - Wednesday 
5th Grade Confirmation, Youth Room 

MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room 
 

January 21 - Saturday 
E-waste Recycling Fundraiser 9:00am-3:00pm 

 

January 22 - Sunday 
HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room 

January 25 - Wednesday 
5th Grade Confirmation, Youth Room 

MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room 
 

January 29 - Sunday 
7th Grade Confirmation. 4:00pm 

HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room 
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Mission Endowment  

a HUGE SUCCESS! 
 

We hope you‘ve heard the 

good news that as of 

December 21st, we have 

received almost $54,000  

f o r  t h e  M i s s i o n 

Endowment Fund.  What a 

wondrous show of support 

and faith in the future of  

this place and our ongoing 

ministry.   This successful 

campaign allows us to 

become a fully invested 

Endowment Fund under 

the management of the 

Lutheran Community 

Foundation.   As this fund 

continues to grow it will 

be the source of blessing for generations to come.  

And YOU have made it happen! Don‘t forget all 

gifts given before December 30th will be considered 

Foundational gifts and those giving them will be 

publicly and permanently honored as founding 

members. 

 

Thank you to all of the individuals and families who 

have joined in this effort thus far:   

 

Marienthal, Pridham, Frohner (Andrew), Woods 

(Michaela & Kaila), Little, Buchan, Reavis, Cooper, 

Wilcox Chad and Trace, Wilcox Sue,  Levesque 

(Analise, Jordon and Joseph), Tully, Buffington, 

Thomsen, Andersen, Crenshaw, Olbrich, Nullmeyer, 

Davies (Colin, Peter and Wyatt), Davies Lola,  

Colby, Miles, Cloninger, Cameron, Cebrun, 

Blumhorst, Derdzinske, Person, Eads, Wilson, Sharp, 

Kelly (K.C), Kelly (Janey), Kelly Pat and M‘Liz, , 

Buswell, Bloom, Harkness (Tornus), Coffee, 

Keisker, Kos (Camden), Kos Steve and Sandy, 

Peasley, Kinoshita, Shira, Smoot, Boquet, Streed, 

Seals, Taylor, Schrofer, Phillips, Tsuma, Doyle, 

Murphy, LaClair, Turner (Richard), Turner Mike, 

Quade, Works, Wakeman, Hoye, Lindholm, 

Lundgren, Densham, Yeakel, O'Byrne, Lorimer, 

Guilliams, Fitzhugh (Kalani), Fitzhugh Mike and 

Marlene, Majkrzak, Johnson, Waldfogel, Niermann, 

Rayl, Mulligan John and Rachel, Mulligan 

(Reaghan), Cadler, Frohner Pastor Jeff and Kelly, 

Klaske, DeNault, Rowe, Hamil 

 

 

Welcome Back 

Students,  

Teachers 

and  

School Office Staff 

While we know 

that we are called 

to be generous and 

cheerful givers, I 

have to admit that 

sometimes one can be susceptible to what folks call 

donor fatigue!   I am writing this article a few days 

before Christmas I can‘t help but think of all the 

buying that is taking place and all the Stewardship 

opportunities that we have had recently.   Most of 

which involving money:  stewardship campaign, 

OSLC Endowment fund, Our Savior‘s Lutheran 

School‘s request for donations to the Annual Fund 

and to their annual dinner and auction.   Including 

other great opportunities to give to such 

organizations as  FAM through the donation of shoes 

has also occurred. I am suggesting that in January we 

look at other parts of stewardship, specifically to take 

care of yourself and to spend quality time with 

friends and families. Exercise and removing stress 

will make us share and spread God‘s love easier. 

Spending time with friends and family is never time 

that is wasted. Rejoice in God‘s love, enjoy peace 

and be a friend. This is my New Year‘s wish for you 

and is just as important as our other stewardship 

responsibilities. 

 

In His service, 
 

Steve Kos,  

Stewardship Chairman 
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KID’S column  

JANUARY 2012 

 Tuition for the school year 2012 - 2013 for Our 

Savior's Lutheran School was presented and 

accepted. 

 

 The Church Council wishes every member of 

the congregation a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.  We look forward to 

working with the congregation on a year of 

many "Yes you can ....in Service to God" 

opportunities.  

 
Respectfully submitted by Liz Derdzinske,   

Congregation Council Secretary 

 

Next council meeting  

January 10, 2012 at 6:30pm 

December 2011  

Highlights 

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

TREASURER’S FINANCIAL REPORT 

NOVEMBER 2011 

Average November Attendance:     223 people 

Average Weekly Offering:  $  9,240/wk 

Budget Requirement:              $  8,711/wk  
 

   Current Month         YTD 
Unrestricted Gifts:   $36,960               $164,043 

Budget:               $34,843               $174,215 
 

These are your gifts to the church through general 

envelopes and plate offerings; they are used for 

operating budget expenses. Contributions are 

currently 6% below the Congregation approved 

budget needs. 
 

Designated Gifts:     $ 921                 $ 4,704 
 

    World Hunger   $ 530     $ 2,585 

    Habitat for Humanity   $ 391    $ 2,119 

 

Church Mortgage Balance:  $ 825,258.53*  

*monthly mortgage payment for the classroom  

building is paid from the school funds 
 

Thank You For Your Stewardship! 

Blessings! 

Karen Coffee, Treasurer 
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God’s Work is in the Details 
 

In the last few months, there have 

been several newsletter articles and 

activities that caused me to do some 

thinking.  Our Saviors is growing 

and experiencing the good ―growing 

pains,‖ but this means there is more 

of everything.  The Council and 

Pastor Jeff want to ensure that the congregants are 

empowered and believe that this is indeed our 

Church and we can do things.  This is after all a part 

of our Vision Statement ―Everyone a minister‖ and 

was highlighted in the Council using the ―Yes, you 

can‖ phrase as a touchstone for the coming year.  In 

the December newsletter, Bob Cooper wrote about 

an elderly man who had the ―Dum-Dum Ministry 

and Bob asked, ―What is Your Ministry.‖  I began to 

realize that ministry happens all around me, in ways 

known and unknown.   

 

Most of us have heard the phrase ―The Devil is in the 

Details.‖  I would propose that here at Our Saviors, 

the better phrase is ―God‘s Work is in the Details.‖  

So, after working with Pastor Jeff, I have agreed to 

try to bring some light to the many and various 

opportunities here at Our Saviors!  Over the next few 

months, I want to lift up some of these little details 

and some of the people who make them happen! 

 

After all, there are many things that just about 

anybody can be a part of in order to support the 

church.  You do not have to be ‗up front‘ or spend a 

lot of time to make a big impact.  My experience is 

that you receive back at least 10 fold of what you 

bring to the table.  You also meet some incredible 

people that I hope to lift up as well. 

 

I began serving on Altar Guild this November with 

Kirsten Murphy, as my partner.  We both discovered 

that there is a certain peace that comes in doing Altar 

Guild.  However… there are the details.  It is the 

Altar Guild that makes sure that there are prayer 

cards, offering envelopes, those little scratch paper 

pads, and sharp pencils in the pews, as well as 

making sure that the little black pads are in the 

correct spots.  The Altar Guild persons are listed 

each week, but did you know for many years one of 

the Wakeman boys (Walter and William) fulfilled 

their confirmation service hours by making sure that 

the supply of little pencils were nice and 

sharp?  Did you know that Tom Densham, 

awhile back, found an ingenious way to 

loosen all those pencils that had broken off 

in the holes?  He drilled them out with his 

portable drill:  a technique that I have 

subsequently used myself.  These are very 

small tasks, but they allow our experience 

on Sundays to be just a little more 

worshipful.   

 

I do not have any children so I live vicariously 

through seeing the kids at Church on Sunday.  I love 

the noise, and hustle and bustle.  I have even been 

―shushed‖ by my husband for playing with the kids 

sitting near me during the service.  I know parents 

are grateful for the little kid‘s 

bags filled with goodies.  Over 

the years, many different people 

have stepped up to keep these 

little bags full. 

 

In working on Altar Guild and 

getting ready for Christmas, I 

have also gained a great 

appreciation for all the little things that Gay, our 

Church secretary, does as a part of her usual duties 

which help keep worship running smoothly.  Yes, 

she does the bulletins and gets them into the 

sanctuary etc.  However, she also makes sure the 

eternal candle keeps burning throughout the week 

and she straightens up the Narthex so that it is 

inviting to everyone.  I hope you will join with me in 

keeping an eye out for all the little things that make 

OSLC so special, and all the wonderful people who 

do them, whether paid staff or volunteers.  If you 

would like to share any little things with me, I would 

appreciate it. 

 

Sharon Guilliams 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT  

OUR SAVIOR’S 

Saturday ~ January 14, 2012  

7:00am - 8:30am   
 

Calling all men…..  
 

You are invited to join us for a men's breakfast at 

OSLC.  

RSVP:  John Mulligan at mulli63@gmail.com 
  

Hope you will be able to join us. 

Join the group for a Saturday Bike Ride 
 

January 21, 2012 

9:00am at Trail 1 

For more information contact 

Sharon Guilliams at  

(949) 842-6391 or email  

sguilliams@cox.net  

7th Grade Confirmation   

(Confirmands and Parents) 

Sunday, January 29th ~ 4:00pm-7:00pm 
 

All 7th Grade Confirmands and their parents are 

reminded of our second confirmand/parent meeting 

on Sunday January 29th from 4pm – 7pm.   We will 

be looking at the ―Big Picture‖ of the Bible and 

discovering together the important themes that run 

through the Old and New Testaments.    Be on the 

lookout for an email in regards to helping with 

dinner.   

 

 

 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 

9:45am ▪ Founders Room 

(Will not meet January 15) 
 

Sunday Morning:  Between the worship services 

join us in the Founders Room as we take a look at 

―WHOSE WHO in the BIBLE.‖  This study is open 

to anyone and you can feel free to drop in and out as 

your schedule permits.  The overall goal of this class 

is to help us have a better understanding of the 

Bible‘s main characters and events. 
 

Wednesday Manna Bible Study 

 Founders Room 

 11:00am to Noon every Wednesday 

(Will not meet January 11 & 18) 
 

Midweek Study of Sunday’s lessons:  Manna 

Bible Study, 11:00am in the Founders Room.  Feel 

free to join us on Wednesday morning as we look at 

the lessons for the coming week.  We take the time 

to dive deeper into the themes that will be 

developed on Sunday morning during the sermon.  

There is no better way to prepare yourself for 

Sunday worship than attending the Manna Bible 

Study. 
 

Wednesday Evening 

 5:30pm ▪ Founders Room  

(January 11 & 18 class call the church office ) 
 

Wednesday Evening:   5:30pm in the Founders 

Room. Adults join us in the Founders room as we 

begin a new study on the Old Testament prophet 

Daniel.  You know many of the stories already 

(Daniel in the Lion‘s den and Shadrach, Meshach 

and Abednego in the furnace) but there is much to 

learn from this uniquely apocalyptic book.    

 

Whale Watching  

Coming Soon !  

 

Stay tuned for  

Upcoming Details! 
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Were You There?     

 

When most of us hear or see the 

words ―Were You There‖ and we 

think of the Lenten hymn that has the 

line ―Were you there when they 

crucified my Lord.‖  This year on Christmas Eve the 

bells rang a song called Were You There on That 

Christmas Night.  My choir at a church in Chicago 

rung this song as a part of a Christmas concert and due 

to space considerations, the title in the bulletin was 

shortened to ―Were You There.‖  I did get a few 

questions from congregants of whether I had my 

seasons confused (or had I just lost my mind).  I love 

the last verse of the Christmas, ―Were You There.‖ 

 

 Did you know, did you know, it was God‘s own 

Son, 

 The salvation of the world begun? 

 Did you know it was love that was sent from 

above to the earth. 

 

So when we sing ―Were You There‖ on Good Friday, 

think about the Christmas version as well. 

I appreciate all the compliments and 

expressions of appreciation for what the 

Bell Choir and bells have done.  I try to 

remember to pass it on to the members of 

the Bell Choir, but if you see one of them, 

please let them know, as well. 

 

Ringing for the Lord, 

 

Sharon 

THE BELL CHOIR WANTS YOU 

 
Late last spring, we got the fourth 

octave of bells.  (There are some 

little ones and some BIG ones.)  

The addition of the fourth octave 

allows room (cause a need) for 

more ringers.  We are in special 

need of persons that would be 

interested in ringing some of the larger bells.  John 

Skipper is doing an outstanding effort on the larger 

bells, but we can use some help.  (This is not limited to 

men only.  I was the bass bell ringer in a 5-octave 

choir and loved it.)  If you are interested in ringing 

(big or little) bells, please let me know.  Do not worry 

about bad eyesight, not reading Music, or even not 

having rhythm, if you want to ring we can make it 

happen. 

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL  

PRESENTS 
 

LIGHT UP THE NIGHT 
“THEN YOU WILL SHINE AMONG THEM LIKE 

STARS IN THE SKY.” Philippians 2:15 

 

18th ANNUAL SPRING GALA 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 2012 

5:30-11:00pm 

BELLA COLLINA TOWNE & GOLF CLUB 

200 AVENIDA LA PATA 
 

 COCKTAILS 

 SILENT & LIVE AUCTION 

 DINNER 

 PHOTO BOOTH  

 MUSIC & DANCING 

Black & White Cocktail Attire 
 

$80 per person by February 17th 

$110 per person after February 17th 

Dinner choices:  

Braised Short Ribs,  

Stuffed Chicken Breast or Vegetarian 
 

For more information or to make online 

reservations or donations visit  

http://oursaviorsschool.maestroweb.com 

 

The Spring Gala is OSLS PTF‘s largest fundraiser 

of the year.  All of the funds raised go back to 

enhance the educational experience of the students.  

Past monies raised have been used for interactive 

whiteboards, reading programs, laptop computers, 

encyclopedias, LCD projectors, new playground 

equipment, new preschool playground and so much 

more.  

 

Are you able to help the school by donating an item 

for the auction, making a monetary donation to 

underwrite the event or paying for a teacher to 

attend the Gala?   

http://oursaviorsschool.maestroweb.com
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 Women’s Circle Schedule 
Anna Circle  

Thursday, January 5th 6:30pm-8:00pm 

OSLC Founders Room 
 

Angels Unaware Circle  

Monday, January 23rd 9:15am-11:00am 

at the home of Evey Thomsen 492-2967 
 

Ruth Circle  

Tuesday, January 24th 1:00pm-2:30pm 

OSLC Founders Room 
 

Martha Circle  

Tuesday, January 31st 9:00am-11:00am 

at the home of Bonnie Little 369-5762 

Our Giving Tree gave almost 300 pairs of shoes 

to children at the Family Assistance Ministries 

Christmas Party. A big Thank You to those who 

purchased shoes and worked at the Event! 

Warm Winter Greetings From Fellowship! 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

The Fellowship Ministry would like to give a HUGE 

thank you to EVERYONE who participated and 

helped in all of our busy activities during December! 

From our ornament making to the FABULOUS 

Christmas dinner, fellowship is extremely thankful 

to each and every one of you! 

 

As we all start to wind down from the holidays, 

fellowship would like to wish you a restful and 

peaceful start to the new year! May your year be 

filled with love, patience, and most of all hope. May 

we remember that ALL things are possible with 

God! 

 

It is my hope that you will have a year to be inspired 

to love, encouraged to think, and find ways to serve! 

 

Thank you again! 
 

Your sister in Christ, 

Katherine Yeakel 
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS  

JANUARY 
 TOILET PAPER & DIAPER DRIVE 

 FOR FAM & GILCHRIST HOUSE  

This month’s project is quick 

and easy. Just pick up a package 

of toilet paper or disposable 

diapers and bring them to the 

narthex any time 

this month.  FAM and the moms 

at Gilchrist House will be truly 

grateful. 

And looking ahead… 

FEBRUARY 
Pennies & Peanut Butter is just around the 

corner. Start saving your change now—let’s 

make this annual collection for Second 

Harvest Food Bank the biggest one ever!  

 

 

 

 

MARCH 25 

ANNUAL BLOOD DRIVE 
Save the date and your blood! 

Details to follow.  

THANK YOU FOR THE SHOES! 
Our Christmas Giving Tree shoe 

collection for  needy children in San Clemente 

has become a much appreciated tradition for 

Our Savior’s. This year’s drive was a joyful 

success. Thanks to your generosity and the 

dedicated coordination of Trisha Bowman, 

Kelly Frohner and their “elves,” 

many children have started the 

new year with a brand new 

sturdy pair of athletic shoes. 

Thank you! 

“This is a 
deserted place , 
and the hour is 
now very late…” 
Mark 6:35 

FAMINE UPDATE 
While the headlines have faded, the worst drought in 60 

years has created severe food and water shortages 

throughout East Africa. The countries most affected are 

Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia and Djibouti—some 13.3 

million people. The drought has led to several failed crop 

cycles, the death of livestock and the loss of agricultural 

livelihoods. 

 

The severe conditions have forced families to flee their 

homelands for refugee camps. In Kenya alone, camps 

built to hold 90,000 refugees are currently hosting over 

400,000 people with 1,000 new arrivals each day. 

 

Lutheran World Relief has begun long-term drought 

relief activities in northern Kenya, working with partner 

organizations to rehabilitate systems to provide safe 

access to clean water for drinking and agricultural use 

and providing seeds and training for farmers to grow 

crops during the short rains. Immediate response efforts 

include working with Lutheran World Federation to 

support the refugee camps, providing water and critically 

needed supplies. 

 

A portion of our gifts to ELCA World Hunger each 

month goes to support these efforts. Additionally, the 

quilts and personal care kits we make provide tangible 

comfort and care.  Thank you for your generosity—may 

it continue to shine the light of Christ‘s love on those 

who so desperately need hope. 
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SCHOOL NEWS ~ January 2012 

 Dr. Robyn Rakov, O.D. and her staff from the Vision  

Development Center, will be on campus Thursday, 1/12/12 to perform a vi-

sion screening for all students who register in  

advance.   

 The screening will evaluate near and far visual acuity, eye movement 

control, focusing, eye teaming ability, depth perception and color vision...all 

of which are critical for academic achievement and reaching one’s potential 

in life. 

Priority Registration 

Registration for the 2012-2013 school 

year begins January 17th and runs 

through February 14th or until classes 

are full. This is the time set aside for re-

turning students, their siblings, church 

members and elementary alumni fami-

lies to enroll.  

 

Given the limitations on enrollment, 

class size and physical space, we can-

not guarantee that a space will be held 

for a child if they enroll after 2/14. 

 

Any existing OSLS family who refers a 

new family to the school and that family 

enrolls a child for the 2012-2012 school 

year will receive a referral incentive. 

Our Savior’s church and school 

families will be collecting toilet 

paper and baby diapers during the 

month of January to benefit  

Family Assistance Ministries.   

All donations can be dropped 

off in the back of the  

sanctuary. 

Faith Ringgold is an African-American 

artist who is famous for her colorful, 

patterned “story” quilts.  She paints 

stories on canvas, and frames them 

with beautiful, fabric borders. The 

students will be designing a visual 

story using oil pastels, and colorful 

paper shapes in Meet the Masters. 



 

14 

Rank Pick Set Name Total Pts    W-L 

1 BopNTillUDrop 119 119-96 

2 la_tigresa 117 117-98 

3 Number 12 117 117-98 

4 Eliminator 115 115-100 

5 MTBCmom 115 115-100 

6 Lacrosse 111 111-104 

7 bell roadie 109 109-106 

8 Mr. Pickles 107 107-108 

9 Trojan Dad 106 106-109 

10 You Wish You Were ME 105 105-110 

11 toledo flash 103 103-112 

12 LARams79 102 102-113 

13 Loser 100 100-115 

14 PAT 97 97-118 

15 won't be fooled again 97 97-118 

16 The Waterboy's fusball picks 94 94-121 

17 Chicken Joe 5 87 87-128 

18 kellycharger 77 77-138 

19 Da bananaman of DOOM!!! 7 7-208 

20 Bears 51 6 6-209 

 

 

 

If you haven‘t been a part of the OSLC football Pro Pick‘em, then next year be sure 

to sign up.  It‘s easy to play (no knowledge of football needed) and it gives you 

bragging rights on the patio!  As of December 21st here are the standings:  Can you 

guess who these people are?  Good luck to all our players!   Keep making your picks 

throughout the play-offs. 

Our Savior’s FOOTBALL  PRO PICK’EM!!! 

http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/17
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/12
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/10
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/11
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/5
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/22
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/18
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/15
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/4
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/14
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/8
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/21
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/13
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/16
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/19
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/1
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/20
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/2
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/3
http://football.fantasysports.yahoo.com/pickem/27529/6
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

 

 

 

“World Hunger” 
 

8:30 Bold Worship 
 

10:30 Classic 

Worship 

2   

 

 

 

 

3  School Resumes 

 

3:00 Kid’s Club, YR 

 

 

 

4 
 

11:00 Manna Bible 

Study, FR 

4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR 

5:00 Pizza Dinner 

5:30 Firelight Children’s 

Program, Sanc 

5:30 Adult Bible Study, 

FR 

6:30 MSYG, YR 

6:45 Celebration Singers,  

FR 

7:15 6th Grade Conf., 

Sanc 

 5 

 

6:30 Anna Circle, 

Founders Room 

  6 

 

 

 

 
 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

8 

 
8:30 Bold Worship 
 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee Bells 
 

9:30 Youth Committee 

Mtg 
 

10:30 Classic Worship 
 
 

7:00-8:30 HSYG, YR 

 
 

9   

 

 

9:00 PTF Meeting 

6:30 Community 

Handbell, YR 

7:00 Social 

Concerns, FR 

 

 

 

10  

 

 

 

6:30 Council Meeting, 

FR 
 

6:00 Gilchrist House, 

HSYG 
 

 

 

11  

11:00 Manna Bible 

Study, FR 

4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR 

5:00 Pizza Dinner 

5:30 Firelight Children’s 

Program, Sanctuary 

5:30 Adult Bible Study, 

FR 

6:30 MSYG, YR 

6:45 Celebration Singers,  

FR 

7:15 6th Grade Conf., 

Sanctuary 

 12 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 

 

7:00-8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast @OSLC 

 

 

 

15   

 

8:30 Bold Worship 
 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee 

Bells 
 

10:30 Classic 

Worship 
 

7:00-8:30 HSYG, YR 

 
 

16 

 

 

 

No School 

Rev. Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. 

Day 
 

17 

No Preschool 
 

 

 

 

 

6:30 School Board 

Meeting, FR 

18 

11:00 Manna Bible 

Study, FR 

4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR 

5:00 Pizza Dinner 

5:30 Firelight Children’s 

Program, Sanctuary 

5:30 Adult Bible Study, 

FR 

6:30 MSYG, YR 

6:45 Celebration Singers,  

FR 

7:15 6th Grade Conf., 

19 

 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

21    

 

9:00 E-waste 

Recycling Fundraiser 

@ OSLC 

 

9am OSLC Bike 

Ride 

22 

 

 

8:30 Bold Worship 
 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee 

Bells 
 

10:30 Classic 

Worship 
 

7:00-8:30 HSYG, YR 

 

23  

 

9:15 Angels 

Unaware Circle,  

@ Evey Thomsen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

24  

1:00 Ruth Circle, 

Founders Room 
 

 

 

 

25  

 

11:00 Manna Bible 

Study, FR 

4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR 

5:00 Pizza Dinner 

5:30 Firelight Children’s 

Program, Sanctuary 

5:30 Adult Bible Study, 

FR 

6:30 MSYG, YR 

6:45 Celebration Singers,  

FR 

7:15 6th Grade Conf., 

Sanctuary 

26   

 

8:45 MOPS 

 

 

 

 

 

27  

 

1/2 Day School 

 

 

 

28 

 

 

29  “Habitat for   

        Humanity” 
 

8:30 Bold Worship 
 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee 

Bells 
 

10:30 Classic 

Worship 
 

4:00 7th Grade 

Confirmation 

Meeting 
 

7:00-8:30 HSYG, YR 

30  

 

 

 

  
 

                      

31  

 

9:00 Martha Circle, 

@ Bonnie Little 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Holy Communion  

Served  

every Sunday 
1st Sunday  

of the month 
Last Sunday  

of each month 
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 Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free e-waste Recycling Event! 

 
This Fundraiser Benefits the  

High School Youth Group  
2012 New Orleans National Gathering 

 

Date:  Saturday - January 21
st

 

9:00am to 3:00pm 

Location:  

200 Avenida San Pablo   

San Clemente, CA  
 

Just bring it here,  

we’ll even unload it for you! 
 

                                                                  More information on reverse side 

Clear Space for New Holiday Gifts! 

Tell Your Friends, Family, & Co-Workers! 
 

 Desktop and Laptop Computers (PC & Apple) 

 Servers (Tower or Others)  

 Any PCs Networking System or Devices  

 Any Type Cell Phones, Cell Phone & USP Batteries, iPhones, 

iPods, iPads (Shuffle, Touch, any Type or Model) 

 Computer Monitors (CRT), LCDs & LED Monitors 

 Televisions,  Plasma TVs,  LCD TVs, 

 All Remote Controls  

 Telephones (wireless or wired) 

 Answering Machines 

 Any Adapters, External Memory Hard Drive (Laptops and/or 

PC), Any Cable Box, Calculators, Cameras, MP3s, CD 

Players, Modems, Routers, DVD players, VCRs, Receivers/

Amplifiers, Radios, Car Radios, Game Systems, A/V Systems, 

Microwaves, Printers, Fax Machines, Keyboards, Mouse, 

Speakers, Flash Memory, Stereos, Small Electrical Motors & 

Any Types of Wire. 
 

We accept Any Small Electronics that can be  

plugged into wall outlet or work with batteries.  
  

 

 

 

 

Please No Housewares, Bottles, Cans or Boxes. 

We do 100% data destruction 
 

 

 

                                                                  More information on reverse side 



 

WORSHIP HOURS 
 

8:30am ~ Bold Worship 

9:30am ~  Sunday School, Adult Education, Jubilee Bells 

10:30am ~ Classic Worship 

Nursery Care available all morning for children 4 and under! 
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Non-Profit Org 

U.S. POSTAGE 

Paid 

Permit No. 40 

 San Clemente, CA Church Office  

(949) 492-6164 ▪ Fax (949) 492-2904 

OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net 
 

School Office  

(949) 492-6165 ▪ Fax (949) 492-6132 

L.Banks@oursaviorsonline.com 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church & School 

~ The Messenger ~  

January 2012 

“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve” 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School 

200 Avenida San Pablo  San Clemente  California  92672 

God’s Work is in the Details 8 

What’s Happening @ OSLC 9 

From the Bells (Sharon Guilliams), Spring Gala 10 

Circle Dates, Giving Tree Photos, Fellowship 11 

Social Concerns 12 

School News 13 

Football Pro Pick’em, January 2012 Calendar 14 & 15 

E-waste Recycling Youth Fundraiser Insert 

Pastor Jeff’s Message 1 

Birthdays, Anniversaries & More... 2 

Pastor Jeff to study in the Holy Land 3 

Music Notes  4 

Youth & Children’s Ministry  5 

Mission Endowment, Stewardship 6 

Financial & Council News 7 


