
 

    

The Messenger ~ December 2011 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School  ▪ San Clemente, California 

“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve” 

Christmas Caroling Party 

December 14th - 5:00pm 

Elementary Children 

December 5th & 6th @ 7:00pm 

Preschool & Jr. K 

Christmas Program 

December 8th & 9th ~ 9:00am 

OSLC Christmas Dinner  

Sunday - December 11th  

6:00pm @ Irons in the Fire 

December 16th/17th 

Christmas Cheer Childcare 

December 3rd ~ 5:30pm 

@ Our Savior’s 

Christmas Shopping Childcare 

December 11th ~ 1:00pm 

@ Christ Lutheran 

 

Christmas Eve  

Worship Schedule 

~ Saturday ~ 

December 24, 2011 

Noon & 4:30pm 

 6:30pm & 11:00pm 

Sunday ~ December 25, 2011@ 9:30am 
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All I want for Christmas… 
 

“I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s 
grace given me through the working of his power.” 

Ephesians 3.7   

What is the best gift you‘ve ever gotten?  I think the 

gift that always stands out for me was Christmas 

1973 where I got the GI Joe Mobile Command 

center.  It not only had a real working light on top, 

but a flying disk that you could pretend was either 

the most lethal of weapons or a top secret aerial 

reconnaissance device.  It was the kind of gift that 

had some bells and whistles for the day; but more 

importantly it opened up the imagination to a 

thousand different scenarios where ―Joe‖ and I went 

on mission after mission to fight the bad guys or find 

some hidden treasure.  In other words the gift itself 

was important not only for what it was—the coolest 

Mobile Command Center ever—but for what it did, 

opening up my imagination and providing the 

backdrop behind years of joy and play. 

 

If only I could find such gifts as an adult.  Don‘t get 

me wrong I enjoy the sweaters, the Raider 

merchandise, and the power tools—but it‘s been a 

long time since I got a gift that not only was 

precious in and of itself, but provided for almost 

unlimited joy after its reception.   That‘s what I 

really want for Christmas, each and every Christmas 

I want to receive something that opens up 

possibilities that I could have never considered 

without it.  I want my imagination to be woken up 

and to find a gift this season that becomes more 

precious with the passing of each and every day!  

Where can I find such a gift, and who will it be that 

provides it? 

 

I think the apostle Paul is talking about just such a 

gift in the little verse from Ephesians above.  ―I 

became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God‘s 

grace given me through the working of his power.‖  

It was the gift of God‘s grace that took hold of 

Paul‘s imagination and turned him into a servant!  

But such servitude we should all strive for.  For Paul 

became a servant to the gospel, that is to the good 

news that God has come in Jesus Christ that we 

might die to our sinful self and begin to have life and 

have it abundantly.  To me this sounds a lot like the 

joy I had as a child in receiving a gift that opened me 

up to endless possibilities.   Thus it is with the 

gospel of Jesus Christ, it is a gift, precious and 

wondrous in and of itself; but its provision goes 

beyond the gift in hand to the possibilities that such a 

gift inherently offers. 

 

During these days of Advent (4 Sundays before 

Christmas) we are called back to a little town called 

Bethlehem to once again receive a gift like no other.  

Here is a gift that offers forgiveness and mercy in 

hand and calls us to adventures beyond imagination 

for the rest of our lives.  It might not have a fully 

functioning light on the top, but when I think about it, 

this too just might be one of my favorite gifts.   

 

Happy Advent and wishing you a Merry Christmas.   
 

Pastor Jeff  

Pastor Jeff’s First Book Has Been Published 

The Exchange:  
Thoughts on Faith, Art, Science and Culture,  
 

is the culmination of a relationship that began 

almost two years ago around the art of Brian 

Whelan.  The conversation actually began as Pastor 

was looking for artwork to use for his Christmas Eve 

sermon in 2010.   ―The Exchange‖ follows the 

developing friendship and email conversations 

between Pastor Jeff and London based artist Brian 

Whelan.  The book has been published in the UK by 

Roseberry Crest and is being marketed as: ―an 

insight into the relationship between a patron of the 

arts and an artist, a Lutheran and a catholic, an 

American and an Irishman. The truth is that they 

were far closer to each other than the 6,000 miles 

might suggest.‖  The book contains many full color 

pictures of Whelan‘s paintings and an ongoing 

c o n v e r s a t i o n 

between Pastor 

Jeff and the artist 

about his work.   

Pastor Jeff has 

advanced copies 

that have been 

sent to him that he 

c a n  m a k e 

available for $10.  

He will be signing copies of the book on December 

4th or 11th or you can stop by the church office if you 

are interested.     
 

Congratulations Pastor Jeff! 
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December Birthdays, Anniversaries & More 

Barbara Hume                   12/1 

Audrey Seals   12/3 

Loretta Cooper                 12/4 

Joy Herzog                     12/4 

Brandon Young                  12/4 

Emelia Aasland                 12/5 

Casey Brock   12/6 

Ruth McKeown  12/6 

Gared Wilcox                   12/6 

David Copenhaver  12/7 

Ronan Murphy/Lischalk 12/7 

Sally Lorimer                  12/9 

Wade Wilson   12/9 

Timothy Skipper  12/11 

Keagan Banks   12/12 

Collette LaClair  12/13 

Richard Turner  12/13 

Annika Salwender  12/15 

Steve Kos   12/16 

Susan Mendoza  12/16 

Julie Doyle   12/17 

Spencer Hamil   12/17 

Kitty Schmitt                  12/17 

Jennifer Gabira  12/18 

Julie McClure   12/18 

Marlise Banks   12/19 

Adriann Cardoso  12/20 

Presley Rennie  12/20 

Mike Calvert                   12/21 

Martin Shira   12/21 

Deborah Ramm  12/22 

Michael Fitzhugh  12/23 

Jeff Young   12/23 

Elizabeth Howell  12/24 

Debbi Townsend  12/24 

Alice Buswell                  12/25 

Rev. Karin Boye  12/28 

Gary Gladden                   12/28 

Luke Overin                    12/28 

Norma Harkness                   12/28 

Esther Sager                   12/31 

~ Birthdays ~  

John & Sandra Macatee 12-4 

Brian & Pam Burgett  12-6 

Chris & Kim Lindholm 12-8 

Dane & Amede Hanson 12-13 

Mark & Betty Colby  12-29 

Pete & Erin Vainoris  12-30 

Charles & Kay Wilson 12-30 

~ Anniversaries ~  

Hunter Peasley 11/27 

Nancy McKee  11/28 

 

 

 If I missed your 

birthday, anniversary or 

have a wrong date 

please call or e-mail the 

church office at   

492-6164    

OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Tsuma Memorial Service 

will be held at Our Savior’s 

Lutheran Church on Saturday, 

December 3rd at 10:30am. 

 

Please join the family following 

the service for a reception in 

courtyard and Founders Room. 
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December 2011  

Music Notes  

I t‘s a brand new year – a brand new church year.  

It‘s appropriate that we start this brand new 

church year with a season that ―anticipates‖ the 

greatest event to ever happen on earth – the birth of 

the Savior of the world.  Advent, the first season of 

the church year, began November 27.  There will be 

4 Sundays of Advent and then the wonderful 

celebrations of Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

As we enter this season of preparation, what will you 

be doing to prepare?  I suspect that, like me, you will 

be addressing cards, cooking special foods, 

shopping, attending special events or perhaps making 

travel arrangements.  There are also several special 

ways you can prepare for this joyous season at Our 

Saviors.  Why not consider- 

 

 Firelight – for children ages 4 years – 5th grade 

on Wednesdays from 5:30pm – 6:30pm  The 

children, under the direction of Sarah Weinzetl, 

are preparing a special Christmas Eve song 

which they will sing at our 4:30pm worship 

service. 

 Jubilee Bells – all ages welcome - Sunday 

mornings from 9:45am – 10:25am Our bell 

director, Sharon Guilliams, is working on special 

music for Advent and Christmas. 

 Celebration Singers – 8th grade through adult – 

Wednesdays from 6:45pm – 8:00pm.  The 

Celebration Singers will provide special music at 

the 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. Christmas Eve services.  

Under the direction of Karen Skipper. 

 

 Happy New Year –  

   Merry Christmas –  

   Come, Lord Jesus! 

 
In His Service, 

Karen Skipper 

The 2012 Flower Calendar is now in the 

Narthex. If you would like to give flowers 

in recognition of a particular event such as a 

birthday, anniversary, honor or memory of a 

loved one please put your name next the 

date in that month. Along with your name 

please include the occasion and a phone 

number if there are any questions. 
 

first come… 

first serve for choice of date. 

please try and keep one  

family per line. 

 

Flowers are $30.00 each week.  
 

Mail your check to the church office or drop 

off in the offering plate. 

Include in the memo line “Flowers.” 

 

 

 

2012 

Flower  

Calendar 

Join us Sunday  

December 25, 2011 

@ 9:30am 

for Christmas Worship 
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As you may or may not know, in September of this 

year I was fortunate enough to attend Youth 

Certification School at Wartburg Theological 

Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa.  The time I spent there 

was the first step of my certification training. It is 

followed up by a series of online classes and webinars 

concluding with another round of ―in person‖ training 

in March of next year. The lessons learned and 

contacts made have been nothing less than life 

changing. I am now part of a network of youth and 

family ministry workers that covers the entire country, 

top to bottom and coast to coast. 

 

One of the most enlightening lessons for me was the 

concept of ministry. Maybe it was just me being short 

sighted, but I never realized how much of God‘s work 

takes place all around me, all the time! Oh the big ones 

are easy to spot, the work of the pastor, those helping 

with the worship services, the various Bible study 

groups and the like. But there are more…many more, 

the mom driving a group of kids to a youth group 

event, an adult sponsoring a youth meeting, volunteers 

painting and repairing the campus, a faithful father 

watching the kids play while I lead a devotional at the 

Gilchrist house, all of these and so many more are 

marvelous examples of ministry. 

 

 One of the books that I read as part of my certification 

training contained a story of an elderly man who had a 

marvelous ministry. Every Sunday he would come to 

worship with a pocket full of ―Dum-Dum‖ lollipops. It 

didn‘t take long for the children in his congregation to 

figure out that nice old Mr. Andersen always carried 

Dum-Dums and if you asked nicely he would give you 

one. It was true and Mr. Andersen would have a little 

chat with any child who would ask him for a dum-

dum. This type of caring conversation is a HUGE 

component of lifelong faith formation. Well as is 

inevitable, Mr. Andersen passed away. Before his 

memorial service the pastor instructed his secretary to 

buy the biggest bag of Dum-Dums she could find.  

During the memorial service the pastor pulled the bag 

of candy out from behind the podium and asked, 

―Which one of you will carry on the Dum-Dum 

ministry?" Mrs. Andersen took it over until her death 

and another from the congregation carried it on after 

Youth and Children’s Ministry 

by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry 

What is a Ministry? 

Youth Calendar 
December 3 - Saturday 
Christmas Cheer Childcare Fundraiser, 5:30pm-

10:00pm 
 

December 4 - Sunday 

Youth Committee Meeting 9:30am, Room 5 

HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room 
 

December 6 - Tuesday 
Kid‘s Club 3:00pm, Youth Room 
 

December 7 - Wednesday 
5th Grade Confirmation, Youth Room 

MSYG 6:30pm, Youth Room 
 

December 11 - Sunday 

Christmas Shopping Childcare Fundraiser,  

1:00pm-6:00pm @ Christ Lutheran 
 

December 13 - Tuesday 

Gilchrist House 6:00pm 
 

December 14 - Wednesday 
Christmas Caroling. 5:00pm 

MSYG Christmas Party 6:30pm, Youth Room 
 

December 16/17 - Friday/Saturday 
High School All Nighter, 8:00pm-8:00am 
 

December 18 - Sunday 
HSYG 7:00pm, Youth Room 
 

December 21 & 28 - Wednesday 
NO 5th Grade Confirmation 

NO MSYG 6:30pm 
 

December 25 - Sunday 

NO HSYG  
 

December 30 - Friday 
7th Grade Confirmation  

Servant Trip to T.A.C.O., 6:45am 

her passing. It just goes to prove the point that 

ANYTHING, even a Dum-Dum, can be a tool for the 

work of Christ. 

 

So what‘s your ―Dum-Dum‖? 

 

Bob Cooper 

Director of Youth and Children‘s Ministry 
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Need Childcare  

For Some Holiday Cheer? 

 

Saturday  

December 3rd 

 5:30pm - 10:00pm 
  

 

$40/one child, $50/two or more children! 

 

Pizza Dinner, Drinks, & Snack will be 

provided. Sleeping area is available 

 

All Proceeds go to the  

Youth Group National Gathering Fund 

Make checks payable to OSLC  

(Memo: Christmas Child Care) 
 

Name of Parents/Guardians:  

 

________________________________ 

  

Home Phone: ________________  

 

Cell: _____________________ 

  

Child’s name & age:  

 

__________________________________ 

 

Child’s name & age:  

 

__________________________________ 

 

Child’s name & age:  

 

__________________________________ 

 

Food Allergies or Special Information we should 

know: 

__________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 
 

For more info. call 949-492-6164 

   Christmas Shopping 

Childcare  

at Christ Lutheran 
Sunday  

December 11th 

      1:00pm - 6:00pm 
 

$25/one child, $30/two or more children!  

Drinks & Snacks will be provided. 

*This event will be held at  

Christ Lutheran Church  

35522 Camino Capistrano  

San Clemente, CA 92672 

 

All Proceeds go to the  

Youth Group National Gathering Fund 

Make checks payable to OSLC  

(Memo: Christmas Child Care) 
  

Name of Parents/Guardians:  

 

________________________________ 

  

Home Phone: ________________  

 

Cell: _____________________ 

  

Child’s name & age:  

 

__________________________________ 

 

Child’s name & age:  

 

__________________________________ 

 

Child’s name & age:  

 

__________________________________ 

 

Food Allergies or Special Information we should 

know: 

__________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 
 

For more info. call 949-496-2621 

YOUTH CHILDCARE FUNDRAISERS 
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W ow, the holidays are here and we are as busy as 

ever! With the hustle and bustle of the season, the 

moments for fellowship with OSLC are even more 

precious! It can be hard to find enough time to fit 

everything in and spend time with everyone we want 

to.  This is why Fellowship is pleased to say, 

whenever you do find those ―free time‖ moments, you 

will be sure to find opportunities for fellowship with 

your brothers and sisters in Christ! Let‘s establish the 

true joy of this season of celebration together! Our 

savior is born, our Lord is among us, and when we 

give prayer and thanksgiving for our hustle-bustle 

moments we will get through this very busy season!   

 

When you find yourself repeating Philippians 4:13 

over and over again, and need to find a time to sit 

back and enjoy the season, OSLC Fellowship has 

many hassle-free events this month for you to take 

pleasure in! We would love for you to join us during 

this season as we gather together and enjoy many 

holiday activities.   

 

Contact Fellowship for further details & interests! 

 

Your sister in Christ, 

Kat Yeakel ~ (949) 292-7910 

maycoffee777@aol.com 

FELLOWSHIP @ OSLC Join Our Savior's as we 

have a Holly Jolly time at 

the Community Center with 

all of the annual favorites: 

s n o w  h i l l ,  c o o k i e 

decorating, Santa visits, tree 

lighting with the mayor, 

and so much more! Then 

stroll down Candy Cane 

Lane with Santa to Christmas at the Casa and 

enjoy visits with Santa, holiday 

entertainment, hot cocoa and cookies, and 

much more! 

 

Date: Saturday ~ December 3, 2011 

Time: 1:00pm ~ 5:00pm 

Place: Community Center 

100 N. Calle Seville 

San Clemente 

 

Help is needed! 

Help OSLC Fellowship spread the good  

news of our Saviors birth!  

Fellowship will be passing out  

candy canes to the guests of the event! 

Saturday, December 10th 

9:00am to Noon  

Decorate the Sanctuary & Church Grounds 
 

During our annual time of decorating Our Savior's 

facility for Christmas, why not enjoy some 

traditional festivities to help capture the moment! 

During the time of all hands gathering to help make 

Our Savior's festive and bright, Fellowship will be 

hosting activities for all ages to spread Christmas 

cheer! From a gingerbread house making contest, 

cookies galore, and even ornament making, come 

and help make our church shine!  
 

Cider and Snacks will be served! 
 

For more details contact: 

Kat Yeakel @ 949-292-7910  

Collette LaClair @ 949-429-6640 

Join Kat & the 
Fellowship team 
Sunday Mornings 
as we create 
C h r i s t m a s 

Ornaments for our Christmas Dinner!  
 
The ornaments will be given out at the 
Annual Christmas Dinner, December 11th 
at Irons in the Fire , and this year we need 
your help! Children, youth, the creative and 
all, help make this special gift one to 
remember!  
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Poinsettia Order Form 
 

Order Name _______________________________ 
 

Phone # _____________________________ 
 

Qty _________ ($15.00 each) 

 
 

Circle below “In Memory Of” or “In Honor Of”   

(Please print clearly) 
 

In memory of/In honor of: 
 

_________________________________________ 
 

In memory of/In honor of: 
 

_________________________________________ 
 

In memory of/In honor of: 
 

_________________________________________ 
 

In memory of/In honor of: 
 

_________________________________________ 

O ur Savior‘s will be selling poinsettias for the 

altar for Christmas Eve Worship.  You may buy 

these in honor or memory of a loved one or dedicate 

to family and friends.  An insert will be included in 

the Christmas Eve Worship folder remembering 

those who have had poinsettias bought on their 

behalf. 

 

Poinsettias are $15.00 each and you may order more 

than one. Please fill out the order form below with all 

the information and return it to the offering plate 

with your check or you may mail your form and 

check to the church office.  All orders & payment are 

due by Friday, December 19th. Check Memo: 

“Poinsettia”  

Forms available online at www.oursaviorsonline.net 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church  

Annual Christmas Dinner  

Sunday ~ December 11, 2011  

at 6:00 pm  

 

Please Join us for an evening  

filled with seasonal love,  

scrumptious dinner and moments  

to treasure for years to come!  

 

Irons In The Fire 

Historic San Clemente Golf Course  

150 Avenida Magdalena  San Clemente   

 

~ Menu ~ 
 

Tray Passed Hors D’oeuvres 

Entrée Selections (listed below)    

Seasonal Desserts 

 Cheesecake, Pumpkin Pie,  

and Apple Pie 

 

 

$35.00 per person 

Please make your check payable to OSLC 

Orders are due no later than December 5, 2011 

Please Choose One Entrée Per Person 

 
Person 1 _________________________   

  

Phone # ____________________    

 

  ________Prime Rib  ________Grilled Salmon              

 

  ________Chicken Cordon Bleu  

 

Person 2 _________________________   

  

Phone # ____________________    

 

  ________Prime Rib  ________Grilled Salmon              

 

  ________Chicken Cordon Bleu       

 
 

Number of Entrees ________ x $35.00 =  
   

  $ ___________ Total 

 

You may also access these forms at 

the church website 

www.oursaviorsonline.net 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OUR SAVIOR’S 

Saturday   

December 10, 2011 

 7:00am - 8:30am   
 

 

Calling all men….. You are invited to join us for a  

men's breakfast at OSLC.  

RSVP:  John Mulligan at mulli63@gmail.com 

Hope you will be able to join us. 

 
 

December  

Women’s Circles 

 

 

Angels Unaware Circle 

Monday, December 5th ~ 9:15am-11:00am 

At the home of Evey Thomsen ~ 492-2967 

Contact: Linda Taylor ~ 366-6961 

 

Ruth Circle 

Tuesday, December 13th ~ 1:00pm-2:30pm 

OSLC Founders Room 

Contact: Kelly Frohner ~ 361-2331 

 

 

 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 

9:45am ▪ Founders Room 

(Will not meet December 25th) 
 

Sunday Morning:  Between the worship services 

join us in the Founders Room as we take a look at 

―WHOSE WHO in the BIBLE.‖  This study is open 

to anyone and you can feel free to drop in and out as 

your schedule permits.  The overall goal of this class 

is to help us have a better understanding of the 

Bible‘s main characters and events. 
 

Wednesday Manna Bible Study 

 Founders Room 

 11:00am to Noon every Wednesday 
 

Midweek Study of Sunday’s lessons:  Manna 

Bible Study, 11:00am in the Founders Room.  Feel 

free to join us on Wednesday morning as we look at 

the lessons for the coming week.  We take the time 

to dive deeper into the themes that will be 

developed on Sunday morning during the sermon.  

There is no better way to prepare yourself for 

Sunday worship than attending the Manna Bible 

Study. 
 

Wednesday Evening 

 5:30pm ▪ Founders Room  

(Will not meet on December 21st & 28th) 
 

Wednesday Evening:   5:30pm in the Founders 

Room. (*note a reduced schedule in December we 

will only meet on the 7th as the 14th is dedicated to 

Christmas Caroling and we will have no class on the 

21st and 28th )  Adult Bible Study as a part of our 

―Firelight‖ Kid‘s program.  Adults join us in the 

Founders room as we begin a new study on the Old 

Testament prophet Daniel.  You know many of the 

stories already (Daniel in the Lion‘s den and 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the furnace) 

but there is much to learn from this uniquely 

apocalyptic book.    
 

On Wednesday, December 14th all adults are 

encouraged to help us with  

Christmas Caroling starting at 5:00pm. 

7th Grade Confirmation Students 
 

TACO Service Event   

Friday, December 30, 2011 
 

The 7th grade confirmation class will have a servant 

trip to T.A.C.O in San Diego on Friday December 

30th.  We will be serving breakfast to the homeless 

near and around Third Avenue in Downtown San 

Diego and learning about this important ministry to 

some of the neighbors who are among the ‗least and 

the last of these.‘   It‘s an early morning departure:  

6:45am!   We will be back in San Clemente by 

noon.  Look for your email to sign up for this great 

servant opportunity. 

For more information contact  

Sharon Guilliams at (949) 842-6391 

sguilliams@cox.net  

 Join the group for a Bike Ride 

Saturday ~ December 17, 2011 

 9:00am at Trail 1 
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In my spiritual journey as your Evangelism Council 

member there are so many areas where I fall short.  

However, I believe that God has not brought me to 

this ministry without giving me the tools to do my 

job.  I can only believe He wants me to succeed! 

 

I am not alone in thinking I lack skills or talent to do 

my job.  Some of us (I don‘t really include myself in 

this description) really are introverts and think there 

are others in our congregation who can do a better 

job of spreading the joy of the Gospel.  That isn‘t a 

reason to not try.  We just need to make ourselves 

available to be used by God when a door opens 

before us.  Sometimes, however, we all need to be 

reminded to look for those doors. 

 

Some of you are given the gift of noticing what 

others may not pick up on.  Steve Sjogren believes, 

as do I, that such clarity can only come about as the 

Holy Spirit empowers us.  God doesn‘t call us to an 

outreach without giving us the skills and abilities we 

need for success, but we need to be open to Him and 

new opportunities to serve Him and our church 

family. 

 

To those who are making the effort to sit with and 

visit with our members who are going through a hard 

time, and to others of you who are visiting 

homebound or hospitalized members, thank you! 

 

We are in this journey together and with the help of 

God, and our friends in Christ, we can continue to 

spread the good News and to care for those around 

us. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Billie Buffington,  

Evangelism Ministry 

 

The build date for 

OSLC is Saturday 

Dec. 3rd.  The house 

must be completed by 

Dec. 31st  with a 

dedication date set for 

December 17th.  Most 

of the big things have 

been done, walls, roofs, etc, but we need your help 

in finishing the home.  Catch the blitz build on 

YouTube. Go to www.habitatoc.org and click on the 

video at the bottom of the home page. Very cool!  

 

The habitat house is supported by Thrivent for 

Lutherans and they require a minimum of volunteer 

hours by Thrivent members and Lutherans. We are a 

little short on meeting these goals.   

 

Please contact me to help at (949) 492-5368  or 

skos@griotgroup.com.  It‘s a great way to share the 

Christmas cheer. 

file:///J:/2011/201112/www.habitatoc.org%20
mailto:skos@griotgroup.com
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 A warm welcome to Sarah Weinzetl  who is our 

new Accompanist/Director of Children‘s Music.  

We are happy to have you with us. 

 Thanksgiving Services will be hosted at Our 

Savior‘s on Sunday evening Nov. 20th along with 

Christ Lutheran.  Pastor Kim Krogstad will 

deliver the sermon. 

 On Nov. 27th Roy Blumhorst is scheduled to give 

the sermon. 

 Yes You Can….. In Service to God 
opportunities: 

 Join in the Annual Campus Clean-up Day on 

Saturday, November 19th. 

 Become a part of the future of Our Savior‘s by 

making a donation (large or small) to the 

Endowment Fund.  As of November 8th the 

Endowment Fund had received approximately 

$36,000.00 from 35 giving units.  We have the 

potential of 190 giving units and would like 

everyone who can to be a part of this. 

 On Dec. 3rd the greenery and lights go up above 

in the sanctuary.  Men are needed to help with 

this.  On Dec. 17th the tree decorating takes 

place.  Contact Collette LaClair for times. 

 On Dec. 3rd Our Savior‘s will have a booth at the 

Candy Cane Carnival at the Community Center 

from 1:00pm -5:00pm.  If you can help, contact 

Katherine Yeakel. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Liz Derdzinske,   

Congregation Council Secretary 

Next council meeting December 13th 

November 2011  

Highlights 

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

TREASURER’S FINANCIAL REPORT 

OCTOBER 2011 

Average October Attendance:     225 people 

Average Weekly Offering:  $  8,658/wk 

Budget Requirement:              $  8,711/wk  
 

   Current Month         YTD 

Unrestricted Gifts:   $34,633               $127,083 

Budget:               $34,843               $139,372 
 

These are your gifts to the church through general 

envelopes and plate offerings; they are used for 

operating budget expenses. Contributions are 

currently 9% below the Congregation approved 

budget needs. 
 

Designated Gifts:     $ 920                 $ 3,783 
 

    World Hunger   $ 494     $ 2,055 

    Habitat for Humanity   $ 426    $ 1,728 

 

Church Mortgage Balance:  $ 829,244.31*  

*monthly mortgage payment for the classroom  

building is paid from the school funds 
 

Thank You For Your Stewardship! 

Blessings! 

Karen Coffee, Treasurer 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hi friends, 
 

Thank you for participating in the Stewardship pledge last 

month.  Your time, talents and financial contributions are greatly 

appreciated.  Please continue to shine this Christmas (Advent) season 

and practice your stewardship.  

 

Blessings to you and your family, 
 

Steve Kos, Stewardship Chairman 
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ATTENTION those who are 70 ½ !   

Charitable Individual Retirement 

Account (IRA) Rollover is renewed!  
 

The Charitable IRA Rollover enjoyed by many 

donors recently has been extended for 2010 and 

2011. 

This means that you can give directly from your 

IRA to Our Savior’s–without having to first 

recognize the distribution as income on your tax 

return. 

 

What are the requirements? 
 An IRA rollover donor needs to have reached 

age 70 ½. 

 Up to $100,000 may be transferred from an 

IRA by December 31 in each year. 

 Married couples who each have an IRA can 

give up to $100,000 from each IRA by 

December 31 in each year, thereby giving as 

much as $200,000 in each year. 

 An IRA rollover gift needs to be an outright 

gift – no benefits coming back to the donor 

(such as with a Charitable Gift Annuity or 

Charitable Remainder Trust, or a seat at a 

fundraising dinner) AND no retaining future 

distribution decisions (such as with a Donor 

Advised Fund). 

 An IRA rollover can be made from a regular 

IRA or a Roth IRA. An IRA rollover may be 

made from a SEP-IRA or a SIMPLE IRA only 

if the IRA owner has retired and is no longer 

making contributions. 

 An IRA rollover qualifies for the Required 

Minimum Distribution (RMD) of an IRA 

owner. 

 

How do I proceed? 

 Check with your tax advisor about whether 

giving from your IRA is appropriate for 

your situation. 

 

What are the benefits of taking advantage of the 

Charitable IRA Rollover? 
 You can make a tax-favorable gift from an 

IRA without waiting until the end of life. 

 You can make a year-end gift, especially if 

you are waiting until year-end to take your 

IRA required minimum distribution. 

 You can give over and above the 50% 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) limit without 

having to carry deductions forward into 

subsequent years. 

 Distributions are not recognized as income, so 

they do not contribute to taxation of your 

Social Security benefits if your level of 

income subjects you to such taxes. 

 You get a tax benefit even if you use the 

standard deduction instead of itemizing 

deductions. 

MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND--- 

WE WANT YOU!  
 

It‘s time to celebrate! The Mission Endowment Fund 

here at Our Savior‘s Lutheran has made its first goal 

of raising $25,000 and is well on its way to achieving 

the challenge goal of $50,000.   To date over 40 

families have offered gifts which have totaled 

approximately $38,000 when combined with our 

initial balance of $5,700.  What a great response!  

WELL DONE! 

 

We want two things: One that everyone in the 

congregation whether it be $1 or $10,000 make an 

investment in the future of this place.  Our gifts have 

ranged from $1.17 to into the thousands—and all are 

gratefully received.  Secondly, we want to reach our 

challenge goal of $50,000 by the end of December 

2011. Everyone who contributes to this fund by 

December 30th will be a ―founding member of the 

Mission Endowment Fund‖ and will be publicly and 

permanently recognized as such. 

 

This is our story! Please consider a year end gift to 

the Mission Endowment Fund and help us make our 

challenge goal of $50,000!  

All gifts given prior to the 

30th of December will be 

permanently recognized as 

―Founding Members of 

the Mission Endowment 

Fund.‖   

 

QUESTION:  Did you 

make a donation to the 

Endowment fund prior to 

this current appeal?  If so 

we want to hear from you 

so that you too might be 

recognized.  Contact the 

c h u r c h  o f f i c e  f o r 

information. 
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS  

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY UPDATE 
The blitz build of our Thrivent Builds home is almost 

complete! From start to finish in just over 45 days —

amazing! Thank you to those who participated in Our 

Savior‘s build day on December 3. Everyone is 

welcome to attend the 

Dedication on December 

17 when the Cendejas 

family will receive the 

keys and mortgage to 

their new home. That‘s 

right— the homes are not 

―given‖ to someone; they 

are sold to a low-income working family who 

assumes an interest free loan. Proceeds from the loan 

are used to fund other Habitat homes. 

 

Check out the blitz build in action. Go to 

www.habitatoc.org and click on the YouTube video 

at the bottom of the home page. It‘s pretty fun!  

 

More good news, too. We 

have just been awarded a 

Thrivent Builds grant for 

another Habitat home. This 

one will be in Santa Ana and 

i s  s l a t e d  t o  b e g i n 

construction in the spring. These homes would not be 

possible without the generous support of Our 

Savior‘s and many other local Lutheran 

congregations. Thank you! 

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 
There is still time to participate in our Christmas Giving Tree project! Choose a tag from the tree 

in the narthex and return your gift unwrapped with the tag attached to the box or shoes. If you 

cannot stop by to pick up a tag, that is okay. Simply purchase a pair of girl‘s or boy‘s tennis 

shoes or sneakers in any size for infants through teens. You are welcome to add a personal 

message to the tag or attach your own card. 

 

All shoes must be delivered to the church narthex no later than Thursday, December 15 for 

distribution at Family Assistance Ministries‘ annual Christmas party on December 17.  

 

Thank you to Kelly Frohner and Trisha Bowman for coordinating this project. Thank you to Thrivent 

Financial for Lutherans for providing a $300 Care Abounds in Communities grant to purchase additional 

shoes. And, THANK YOU for your generosity. Merry Christmas! 

 

If  you have any questions, contact Trisha Bowman, 369-6355 or bowman4@cox.net.  

FAM HUNGER WALK & FOOD DRIVE 

There may still be time to adopt a family for 

Christmas. Contact Lorraine  at FAM: (949) 492- 

8477 or Lorraine@family-assistance.org. 

Looking Ahead: 

January: Toilet paper, toiletries & diaper 

drive for FAM 

March 25: BLOOD DRIVE. Save 

the date and your blood! Give a 

pint; save three lives! 

Thanks to all who 

participated with your 

donations and your feet. 

Your faith in action will 

feed many who are 

hungry. 

mailto:Lorraine@family-assitance.org
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OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL NEWS  

DECEMBER 2011 

Our Savior’s Lutheran School Christmas Break 

Monday, Dec. 19, 2011 thru Monday, Jan. 2, 2012 
 

School Resumes Tuesday, January 3, 2012 

The  
 

is here!  In partnership with Family Assistance Ministries, the school and church families are going to 
provide new tennis shoes for children who are in need within our community. 
 
Here is how you can help: 

 Visit the Giving Tree located in the narthex between November 18th and December 15th 

 Choose a gift tag(s) for either boy or girl (shoe size provided) 

 Bring unwrapped new shoes to the narthex and place under the tree (attach gift tag to the shoe box) 
 

Thank you for your support… 
Happy Holidays!   

Christmas Musical Programs 
 

12/5-Kindergarten and First grades perform in the 
church sanctuary, 7:00 pm 
 
12/6-Second through Fifth grades perform in the 
church sanctuary, 7:00 pm 
 
12/8-Tuesday/Thursday Preschool and  
Pre-Kindergarten sing in the church sanctuary,  
9:00 am 
 
12/9-Monday/Wednesday/Friday am & pm  
Preschool classes, along with Pre-Kindergarten sing 
in the church sanctuary, 9:00 am 

The Scholastic Book Fair runs from Friday, 
12/2 through Friday, 12/9.  Plan to stop by Room 
#1 and do some early Christmas shopping.  Books 
make wonderful Christmas presents! 
 

The third grade class will be exploring the Tongva 
Trail at the Environmental Nature Center on 
December 2nd. The program focuses on the tools, 
trades and customs of the Tongva (Gabrielino) and 
Acjachemen (Juaneno) people of orange county as 
they lived 500 years ago.   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1  

 

8:45 MOPS Mtg 

2 Book Fair, Rm 1 

 

 

 

  

3  

 

10:30 Helen Tsuma 

Memorial 

 

5:30 Christmas 

Cheer Childcare 

Fundraiser @ 

OSLC 
 

 

4    “World Hunger” 

Book Fair, Rm 1 

 

8:30 Bold Worship 
 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Bells 
 

9:30 Youth Committee 

Mtg 
 

10:30 Classic 

Worship 
 

7:00 HSYG, YR 
 

5 Book Fair, Rm 1 

 

9:00 PTF Meeting 
 

9:15 Angels 

Unaware, Evey 

Thomsen 
 

3:00 Kid’s Club, YR 
 

7:00 Christmas 

Musical, 

Kindergarten-1st 

grade 

6 Book Fair, Rm 1 

 

 

 

7:00 Christmas 

Musical, 2nd -5th 

grade 

 

 

7  Book Fair, Rm 1 

11:00 Manna Bible 

Study, FR 

4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR 

5:00 Pizza Dinner 

5:30 Firelight Children’s 

Program, Sanc 

5:30 Adult Bible Study, 

FR 

6:30 MSYG, YR 

6:45 Celebration Singers,  

FR 

7:15 6th Grade Conf., 

Sanc 

8 Book Fair, Rm 1 

 

9:00 Preschool 

Christmas 

Program 

 

 
 

 

 

 

9  Book Fair, Rm 1 

 

9:00 Preschool 

Christmas 

Program 

 

 

 

 

10  

 

7:00-8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast 

@OSLC 
 

9:00 Christmas 

Decorating @ 

OSLC 

11   

8:30 Bold Worship 
 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee 

Bells 
 

10:30 Classic 

Worship 
 

1:00 Holiday 

Childcare 
 

6:00 Christmas 

Dinner 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 

 

1:00 Ruth Circle, FR 
 

6:00 Gilchrist House, 

HSYG 
 

 

6:30 Council Meeting 

14 

11:00 Manna Bible Study, 

FR 
 

4:00-5:00 5th Gr Conf., 

YR 
 

5:00 Pizza Dinner 
 

5:00 Christmas Caroling 
 

6:30 MSYG Christmas 

Party, YR 
 

 

15 

 

8:45 MOPS Mtg, 

FR, YR, Rm 1 
 

 

 

 

16 

1/2 Day School 

 

 

 

 

 

17    

 

9:00 OSLC Bike 

Ride 

 

 

 

18 

8:30 Bold Worship 

 

9:30 Adult Ed., 

Jubilee Bells 
 

 

10:30 Classic 

Worship 

 

7:00 HSYG, YR 

 

19 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 
        

11:00 Manna Bible 

Study, FR 

 

No Wednesday 

Activities 
 

 

 

 

22 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

Noon & 4:30pm  

6:30pm & 11:00pm 

25 

 

 

 

Habitat for Humanity 

9:30 Christmas 

Worship 

26 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 

 

 

 

 

                         

27 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 

 

11:00 Manna Bible 

Study, FR 
 

No Wednesday 

Activities 
 

 

 

29 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 

 

 

30 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 

 

 

 

 

6:45am T.A.C.O. 

Service Event for  

7th Grade 

Confirmation 

31 

 

 

 

 

Holy Commun-
ion  

Served  

1st Sunday  

of the month 
Last Sunday  

of each month 

 

15 

1st Day of Winter 

8:00pm -8:00am 

High School All Nighter 
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WORSHIP HOURS 
 

8:30am ~ Bold Worship 

9:30am ~  Sunday School, Adult Education, Jubilee Bells 

10:30am ~ Classic Worship 

Nursery Care available all morning for children 4 and under! 


