“Year of Serving”
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School ▪ San Clemente, California
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”

EASTER PROVED---I doubt it!
“When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.” Matthew 28.17
Christ is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed! Alleluia.
I have become increasingly aware of the number of
books, pastors and churches that seem to have the
nauseating compulsion to try and prove the
resurrection and everything else that Jesus ever did—
or for that matter which was written in the pages of
scripture. Good luck! I want to be honest with you; I
am an orthodox, Apostles‘ Creed confirming follower
of Jesus Christ and that being said--perhaps to the
chagrin of my fellow Phi Beta Kappa‘s out there-- I
believe in the virgin birth, the resurrection of Jesus
and God‘s ability to break into and harass the usually
constant laws of the universe, but prove it, that‘s
impossible.
Let‘s face it, dead people don‘t rise from the
grave any more than they walk on water or change
water to wine. These things are impossible. I agree—
entirely impossible. But, what if they happened?
What if they not only happened, but what if smart
folks like us experienced them and had to make the
unenviable decision to either proclaim them or
pretend they never occurred. I believe these early
Christians made what I think was the only logical
choice, they proclaimed the incongruity of it all and
simply trusted that the Holy Spirit was able to work
faith, even where every fiber of reason was on high
alert.
And so the followers of Christ began to tell
the unlikely story that Jesus had risen and that they
had seen him. Could they prove it? No. Oh, they
could point to some others who also said that they
had seen him but did they have proof? No. In fact,
take the line from the Gospel of Matthew above, they
were standing with the resurrected Jesus and we are
told that while they worshipped him, some doubted.
Of course they did. Of course they doubted because
it makes no sense, it can‘t be true, dead people stay
dead. And yet, there they were standing with Jesus.
Ultimately all they could do was proclaim
what they had experienced and leave it to the hearer

to decide. They couldn‘t prove it and they didn‘t
try, they simply told others and lots of times folks
thought it nothing but an idle tale; but other times
the stories as remarkable as they were sent shivers
down the spines of those who heard it and they
wanted to know more.
And not only about
resurrection, they wanted to know more about Jesus,
and the God that Christ proclaimed, and what he
taught about neighbor, creation and the world to
come. And many came to believe, not because of
proof but because of proclamation.
Others experienced this risen Jesus
themselves, Saint Paul being among the most
famous and he turned his life around so completely
that he was hardly recognizable as the same man as
he was before. He was a learned man who was
trained to use his intellect and he knew that what he
was proclaiming was ‗foolishness‘ (1 Corinthians
1.18 ) but yet he came to regard everything else as
―garbage‖ (Philippians 3.8) in comparison!
I have a sneaking suspicion that all those
who have a compelling need to ‗prove‘ the faith are
doing so because they have lost trust in the Holy
Spirit to continue to create it or they are secretly
afraid that unless such things can be proven they
will be dismissed by a growing secular culture. I‘m
more hopeful than that, in fact I‘m willing to go out
on a limb and say that a lot of what I believe—well,
just doesn‘t make a lot a sense! But God help me if
it doesn‘t make me a better person, a better husband,
a better father and a better friend. This improvable
faith fits like an old comfortable shoe and it compels
me to place my trust in Jesus—as unreasonable as it
sounds—as the one who offers the truest glimpse of
reality out there.
Don‘t worry about proving your faith, just
proclaim it! And only if necessary use words!
Christ is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed!
Alleluia!
Pastor Jeff

2011 Easter Message

„You didn‟t leave us. Thank you!‟

from Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson

Posted on April 5th, 2011 by Hand In Hand
ELCA missionaries in Japan, the Rev. Jim and Carol
Sack, reflect on their ministry after the tsunami and
in the midst of the radiation crisis. Jim is a professor
at Japan Lutheran College and Carol is a director of
Lyra Precaria, a bedside ministry of prayerful
presence through harp and voice.

So they left the tomb
quickly with fear and
great joy, and ran to tell
his disciples.
- Matthew 28:8
Mary Magdalene and
Mary walked to Jesus‘
grave, expecting to find
death. It‘s
understandable. Images
of violence filled their
minds. Thoughts of their
vulnerability and
mortality deadened their
spirits. Death had become the defining story of their
lives. Instead of death, the women met a resurrection
messenger who said, ―He is not here: for he has been
raised, as he said.‖ As they hurried to tell others, the
risen Jesus met them. They were changed. Now
resurrection, not death, would define their lives.
Jesus lives! Now resurrection, not death, defines our
lives.
Jesus continues to meet you in resurrection
messengers, just as Jesus met me in Pastor Josephus
Livenson Lauvanus, president of the Lutheran
Church of Haiti. As we walked through the ruins and
rubble that lie in the aftermath of Haiti‘s earthquake,
Pastor Livenson Lauvanus proclaimed, ―We will not
be defined by rubble, but by restoration, for we are a
people of the resurrection.‖
Baptized into Jesus‘ death and raised to
newness of life we, too, are people of the
resurrection. We, too, are resurrection messengers.
We, too, are about God‘s work of restoration. The
world aches to hear the message we have to tell. Sing
with joy! Jesus lives! We are a people of the
resurrection.

Carol and I continue to be
amazed and dismayed at the
images we see of the damage
following the earthquake. Please
pray for those who are now
living in refugee shelters that
may be many miles away from
their homes that no longer exist.
If you can imagine that in just a
10-second span everything you
owned was ripped out of your hands and disappeared,
that is what the majority of these people experienced on
March 11. They have nothing. All of their possessions
have been removed from their grip.
At the same time we have seen a great deal of
compassion and genuine love expressed by many
Japanese as they take in refugees and send supplies up to
those who have been so greatly influenced by this
disaster. Everyone in this country has been touched by
this triple disaster: earthquake, tsunami and radiation. It
is gratifying to see such tenderness by people who are
reaching out to their fellow Japanese who have suffered
so by this event.
One thing that we were very surprised by was the
number of comments from Japanese when they see us
remaining in Tokyo. Recently, we attended the annual
meeting of the East District of the Japan Evangelical
Lutheran Church. We were told by a number of people
how much they appreciated seeing us there. Comments
like, “Seeing you remain with us gives us strength”
and “You didn‟t leave us, thank you!” Totally
unexpected, these words gave us a sense of how
important just ―being there‖ can be at a time of stress
and panic.

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

I was reminded of the ―body of Christ‖ through these
encounters with grateful people. To have so many people
thank us for our presence (actually the presence of Christ
through us) we have been encouraged to be better
witnesses of Christ in Japan.
Peace to my brothers and sisters in Christ,
Jim (and Carol) Sack
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May Birthdays, Anniversaries & More
~ Birthdays ~
Vernette Blumhorst
Jill Murphy-Lischalk
Alan Lundgren
Shanna Rowe
Chad Wilcox
Katherine Yeakel
Peter Davies
Emily Sissell
Karleen Marienthal
Liz Derdzinske
Bryant Kalagian
Lola McHugh
Dave McKee
Myla Pert
Linda Taylor
Debbie Garcia
Chris Aitken
Bruce Quade
Caroline Tully
Jordan Levesque
Lily Aasland
Wilma Bloom
Heidi Mullinix
Pete Vainoris
Gay Bemoll (Secretary)
Anna Berschauer
Marianne Bourgeois
Kim Lindholm
Diana Hamil
Tony Taylor
Bob Berschauer
Todd Hornsby
Bobby Guilliams
Jenn Olmstead
Andy Wilson
Allie Gordon
Scott Martin
Eric Bauer

~ Anniversaries ~
5-1
5-1
5-1
5-1
5-1
5-2
5-3
5-3
5-4
5-6
5-6
5-8
5-8
5-8
5-8
5-9
5-10
5-12
5-12
5-14
5-16
5-16
5-16
5-16
5-17
5-19
5-22
5-22
5-23
5-25
5-26
5-26
5-27
5-27
5-27
5-29
5-30
5-31

Michael & Marlene Fitzhugh
Scott & Priscilla Plail
Frank* & Debbie Krogman
Tyler & Jennifer Salwender
Jerry & Deborah Cloninger
Diego & Jennifer Gabira
Joel & Carol Hoffmeister
Ron & Grace* Cadler
Howard & Sally Sharp
David & Lisa Copenhaver
Pastor Jeff & Kelly Frohner
Mike & Denise Campbell
Bob & Loretta Cooper
Greg & Ellie Gardner
Tony & Linda Taylor
Don & Marla Lund

5-1
5-1
5-4
5-4
5-8
5-9
5-10
5-12
5-18
5-20
5-21
5-24
5-25
5-26
5-26
5-27

If you have a new address,
telephone number or email address
please contact the church office at
(949) 492-6164 or email at
OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net
with the changes so we
can update our records.

April Baptisms
April 3rd
Sara Elizabeth Barnes
April 10th
Aaron Christian Spalding
April 23
Etan Kurt Fernand Bineau-Roux
April 24
Mahmoud Sayed Ahmed Sayed
We welcome them into the
Lord‘s family and receive them
as a fellow member of the body
of Christ and pray that their light
may always shine before others.

On April 21st during Maundy Thursday Worship, Our Savior‘s gave
recognition to the following children who received
Holy Communion for the first time that evening:
Lily Sara Aasland, Grace Marie Buchan, Joseph Steven Butkus,
Kiley Elizabeth Butkus, Andrew William Cardoso,
Nicholas Antonio Cardoso, John Scott Cloninger,
Elliana Alexa Ghahari, Jacob Reza Ghahari, Luke Reilly Ghahari,
Rennie Scout Karsten, Viviana Rey Moiso,
Faith Caroline Stewart and Savannah Jo Wilcox.
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team who begin preparing to sing/play at worship
services.
Once the planning is done, the execution of
the service begins. Our fantastic church secretary,
Gay, types up the worship folders each week. Pastor
Jeff, Bob and I proofread them and return them to
her for any needed corrections. Bob types up the
PowerPoint slides each week which I then proofread.
When the worship folders and PowerPoint are
perfect (usually) they ―go to print‖ – and we come
together and worship.
This is quite a lengthy newsletter article.
Worship planning is quite a lengthy and intentional
process. Many thanks to those who help with
worship each and every week.

May 2011
Music Notes
Many of you have commented that you were
inspired and moved by the Holy Week and Easter
services. The music was fantastic. Many thanks to
all the musicians and to the other servants who make
it all happen – Pastor Jeff, Gay, the ―decorators‖, the
ushers, the altar guild, the list goes on and on.
The process of ―putting together‖ a worship
service begins months before the service actually
happens. Our worship planning team, Pastor Jeff,
Bob Levesque and I, meet and discuss what the
service should ―look‖ like. We consider many
factors: the Biblical basis for that particular Sunday
or holiday, church and cultural traditions and the
resources we have available at Our Saviors. We
often come up with a worship format for an entire
―season‖ of the church. An example is ―Easter‖. It
began with our celebration on Resurrection Day and
will continue for 50 days. The worship format will
be basically the same throughout that period of time.
The next step is choosing ―service‖ music –
those pieces that support the structure of the service.
This may include ―Hymn of Praise, ―Gospel
Acclamation‖, ―Offering‖ and ―Song of Assurance
(after Communion)‖.
When making music
selections, we try to incorporate music from a variety
of sources in a variety of styles. Our goal is to create
worship services that allow worshippers of all ages
and backgrounds to experience some familiar styles
of music as well as maybe be exposed to something
unfamiliar – while remaining faithful to the liturgical
structure of the service. I like Pastor Jeff‘s image of
the teenager and the grandma worshipping side by
side, enjoying worship together – something for
everybody.
Once the framework of the service is set, we
look at the ―songs/hymns‖ for each individual week.
When choosing songs, we look at the Scriptures
assigned for that particular Sunday as well as any
special cultural observances. Since our services are
designed time to come together and worship God,
our first consideration in choosing music is
Scripture. While we appreciate mothers in May and
fathers and graduates in June, our priority is
choosing music that glorifies God in worship.
Again, we try to include music that ―speaks‖ to a
variety of worshippers while staying true to Biblical
teachings. The selected music is given to our music

In His Service
Karen Skipper, Director of Music

Hallelujah! Christ is Risen, Indeed!
If you attended any (or all) of our Holy Week
services then there is no doubt that Christ is
alive! What a spectacular week of praising God.
Thank you, Pastor Jeff, for your great leadership
and thanks to all the instrumentalists, worship
team, celebration singers, soloists and the
amazing turnout of children to sing on Easter
Sunday. We certainly praised God in every way
and I feel truly blessed to be a part of the Music
Ministry.
It‘s hard to believe that we‘re on the final stretch
of Firelight. Although the end is near, we are
not finished.
We will have one final
performance and there is still a lot to do on
Wednesday nights. Please continue to attend
Firelight and bring a friend. If you are not a part
of Firelight come join us. We meet Wednesday
evenings from 5:30pm – 6:30 pm. There‘s room
for you.
Peace!
Mr. Bob
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Pamper her a little on this special day of hers just as
she pampers you all the year round. Give her a warm
hug and a big kiss as you wish her a Happy Mother‘s
Day!
On this special occasion of Mother‘s Day, pay tribute
to your mother - the greatest blessing of God on you.
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Todd Tunby,
Stewardship Chairman

Heavenly Father, We thank you for the love of the
mothers you have given us, whose love is so precious
that it can never be measured, whose patience seems
to have no end. May we see your loving hand behind
them and guiding them. We pray for those mothers
who fear they will run out of love or time, or
patience. We ask you to bless them with your own
special love. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SENT TO SERVE SUNDAY

E

ach and everyone of us is called to use our
gifts on behalf of the world. Being a follower
of Christ means that we see ourselves as one of the
means by which Jesus continues to bless the world
that God so firmly loves. As a part of our ―Year of
Service‖ we are lifting up the everyday vocations in
which we find ourselves serving each other and take
the time to pray and bless those who carry these out.

The month of May is now upon us. It is a month of
celebrations and commemorations. On May 8th in
1886, An Atlanta pharmacist introduced syrup
designed to relieve headaches. The ―medicine‖
became known as Coca-Cola. Bing Crosby recorded
White Christmas in May of 1942.

MAY 1st SENT TO SERVE SUNDAY
Lifting up: Military, Peace Officers, Fire Fighters,
Government Workers and Civil Servants.

Memorial Day is observed on May 31st. This is a
time to remember and honor those who have given
the ultimate sacrifice so we may enjoy the great gift
of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

I

f you serve our community as an active or
reserve member of the Armed Forces,
emergency response (Fire, ambulance, etc..), peace
officer (ranger, Sheriff, Detective, private security)
or work for the Government (city, county, state or
federal) in any capacity this is your day to be
recognized and prayed for! Don't forget we want to
honor those who have retired as well.

Most importantly, on the second Sunday in May, we
celebrate Mother‘s Day. Mothers are everything for
us. When we are small our lives revolve around her.
For everything that we need we call mother. To
protect us from all perceivable dangers we want her
around us. To take us out we hold her arms. To kiss
away our wounds we run to her. And for a warm hug
and love we look for her. She is the focal point of our
lives, the greatest human being in the world or
should we say divinity on earth.

JUNE 5th SENT TO SERVE SUNDAY
Lifting up: Engineers, Architects, Contractors,
Skilled Laborers, Craftsmen, Trades folk,
Laborers, Workers, Agricultural Workers,
and all those who work with their hands.
JUNE 26th SENT TO SERVE SUNDAY
Lifting up: Homemakers, Volunteers,
Religious Workers, Social Workers,
Lawyers, Coaches, Mentors.

Mother‘s Day is the perfect day to celebrate the joys
of having a mother. It is the time to make amends for
not being able to spend quality time with her. So turn
your wrongs right by making all efforts to give a
perfect Mother‘s Day to your mother. Think about
her likes and dislikes about gifts and idea on
celebration and act accordingly. Strive to make
Mother‘s Day absolutely hassle free for your mother
and take the responsibilities on yourself for a day.

A

ll those being recognized are invited to
wear their work clothes to worship. Those
who have retired in a particular area are especially
encouraged to be recognized.
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How Beautiful

bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high
mountain. You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem,
lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be
afraid; say to the towns of Judah, "Here is your God‖

So it is spring, and
with it come the
colors of Easter. The
early sun breaks across the land, and the earth
explodes in a paean of panache. So also feet. The
beautiful feet of those who proclaim the Gospel of
peace.
It is as though Jesus, in washing the
disciples feet at the time of the cross, was readying
them for the task set before them, making them
beautiful. Fleet feet of the first to witness the power
of the resurrection --- women running to the tomb
and running to carry the news to Peter and the
others. The feet – of the friends on the way to
Emmaus on the day of the resurrection, who tread
the path, and even then in awe were on their way to
the apocalypse of the New Covenant, the meal with
Jesus. Who could keep such things secret? Who
can? Isaiah‘s words fulfilled (Is 52.7), in those who
bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say
to Zion, ―Your God reigns.‖

Herb Niermann, Evangelism Ministry

from
Wes Menke
and Family
Greetings to you in Christ
our Resurrected Lord! As I
write this, I have just two weeks left in the Spring
Semester at Claremont School of Theology. I cannot
believe that two years are nearly complete of being
in seminary. It has been a challenging and rewarding
experience, and I am thankful for the opportunity to
study and prepare for ordained ministry.

Well, that was then, and this is now. Yes it is, and
there are still today those who can‘t keep the news to
themselves. For your consideration I present Exhibit
―A‖, your pastor, your preacher, your proclaimer,
your gospeler of peace. He is not alone, but he is
first most conspicuous, and for his office and for him
who fills it we all have a priceless pretext for
thanksgiving. St. Paul expresses the obvious in
quoting Isaiah in his letter to Romans that unless
they are sent there are no preachers, and such are
sent are the fulfilling of those words. Or check out
Ephesians 6:10 etc. which describes the footwear of
faith as the gospel of peace, part of the panoply of
readiness for the exercise of our Lord‘s strength in
us, in us all. In addition to Pastor Jeff, our
congregation is also particularly supporting
seminarian Wes Menke and his family in his
preparation for the holy ministry. We do well to
support these professions and communicate our
gratitude and goodwill persistently, because they are
not alone.

This Summer 2011, I will be doing Clinical Pastoral
Education at Methodist Hospital in Arcadia, CA.
For about ten weeks (June 21 – September 2) I will
be working 40 hours a week at the hospital as a
chaplain in training with additional "on call" duties
in the evenings and weekends. This is an intensive
time of learning that all candidates for ordained
ministry do who wish to be pastors in the ELCA.
In the Fall of 2011 I will begin my third and final
year at Claremont School of Theology. Then our
family will most likely move to Berkeley in the
summer of 2012 for our "Lutheran Year" of
residency at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary.
Finally we will complete an internship year from
2013 to the spring of 2014.
As you can see there are still three more years in this
process, and lots of work to be done. We treasure
your thoughts, prayers, and support during this
journey. We also look forward to being with you
May 22, where I will have the privilege of
preaching!

More, we are all in it together, and your feet will
take you where the news compels you to be. We are
not members of some secret society whose cabal of
concealment is the working mystery. We are,
instead, purveyors of news more beautiful than
spring, or to quote another Isaiah favorite: You who

Yours in Christ,
Wes, Sheri, Becca, and Chaz Menke
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FINANCIAL NEWS ~ MARCH 2011
Average March Attendance:
Average Weekly Offering:
Budget Requirement:
Unrestricted Gifts:
Budget:

212 people
$ 7,751/wk
$ 7,683/wk

Current Month
$33,586
$33,292

YTD
$301,752
$299,628

These are your gifts to the church through general
envelopes and plate offerings; they are used for
operating budget expenses. We are currently 1% over
the Congregation approved budget.
Designated Gifts:
Habitat for Humanity
World Hunger

$ 862
$ 445
$ 417

Church Mortgage Balance: $ 856,595*
*monthly mortgage payment for the classroom
building is paid from the school funds

The 2010 federal tax bill* was recently signed into
law. What does it really mean? Join us for this free,
30-minute event:

2011 Tax Headlines Demystified
The event cuts through the clutter and explains:
 Exactly what the tax changes are.


The broad implications to taxpayers.



Opportunities to leverage tax changes to your
benefit.

Sign up today!
The new tax law could impact your pocketbook and
your planning. Learn how.

Thank You For Your Stewardship

Cost:

April 2011













Free!

Offered by: Bill Wedde, FIC, CA Insurance ID
No. 0F74291
When:
May 15, 2011 at 12:00pm

The Synod assembly will be held at the Irvine
Marriott from May 20-23, 2011. Iain Buchan and
Karen Coffee will be attending as the OSLC lay
members. Linda Howard is to be honored as the
Lay Minister of the Year from the Saddleback
Conference. Congratulations, Linda!
Fourteen young people received their first Holy
Communion on Maundy Thursday. Congratulations
to all and welcome to the table of Jesus.
Eleven family units will be received into the OSLC
congregation on May15. We will be receiving a
very diverse group to our congregation. Welcome
to all.
Bill Wedde, the Thrivent representative for OSLC
will conduct a seminar to be held in the Founder‘s
Room at noon on May 15. Please join us.
The Endowment Committee is working on a
purpose statement to be given to our congregation at
a future date.
Wes Menke will be at OSLC on May 22 to give the
message during both services. Please join us.

Where:
Register:

Our Savior‘s Lutheran Church,
Founder‘s Room
Register in the church office or
online by May 9th at:
Thrivent.com/findaworkshop

Bill Wedde
Thrivent Financial Representative
has a new office in San Clemente.
Stop by and visit him at:
800 South El Camino Real, Suite 216
San Clemente, CA 92672
Special May 2011 Dates
• National Day of Prayer, May 5, 2011
• Mother’s Day, May 8, 2011
• Armed Forces Day, May 21, 2011
• Memorial Day, May 30, 2011

Respectfully submitted by Lola Davies,
Congregation Council Secretary
Next meeting ~ May 10, 2011 at 6:30pm
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Youth and Children‟s Page
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children‟s Ministries

Spring Forward
Well spring is in full bloom, we are in the 50 days of
Easter, and all is right with the world! The Youth of
Our Savior‘s have been busy lately too!
The High School group went on a field trip to the K1
race facility in Irvine, what a blast! The Middle
School group has gone to ―Endless Food and Fun‖ in
Huntington Beach along with the Lutheran Church of
the Resurrection for a night of fun and fellowship.
The Kids Club (grades 4-5) have now been on two
outings, one to Boomers in Irvine, and a separate trip
for some ―Cosmic Bowling‖ in Lake Forest.

May 1
Youth Committee Mtg, 9:30am, Room 5
Tacos & Talent 5:00pm
May 3
HSYG Youth Room 7:00pm
May 4
5th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm Youth Room
MSYG 6:30pm Youth Room

We have also been busy raising funds for our
Western States Youth Gathering and Rafting
Adventure for High School students that will take
place July 1 – 8 on the campus of Cal Lutheran
University and the south fork of the American River
in Sacramento.

May 10
Gilchrist House 6:00pm
HSYG Youth Room 7:00pm
May 11
5th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm Youth Room
MSYG 6:30pm Youth Room

The Youth wish to express their thanks to all who
have supported our fundraising efforts such as the
Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast, our various
childcare and carwash events, as well as ―Tacos &
Talent‖.

May 12
PTF Pasta Dinner Childcare Fundraiser 5:00pm
MSYG 6:30pm Youth Room
May 17
HSYG Youth Room 7:00pm

Thank you for supporting our youth programs and I
look forward to a summer filled with the love of
Jesus Christ … and some great thrill rides!

May 18
5th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm Youth Room
MSYG 6:30pm Youth Room

Bob Cooper,
Youth and Children’s Ministry

May 24
HSYG Youth Room 7:00pm
May 25
5th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm Youth Room
MSYG 6:30pm Youth Room
May 31
HSYG Youth Room 7:00pm

Tacos & Talent
May 1st at 5:00pm
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WHAT‟S HAPPENING AT OUR SAVIOR‟S
Saturday
May 14, 2011
7:00am - 8:30am
Calling all men…..
Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:45am ▪ Founder‟s Room

You are invited to join us for a men's breakfast at
OSLC. RSVP: IainBuchan@cox.net

Sunday Morning: You can‘t tell the players
without a scorecard: Whose who in the Bible! Join
us as we take a look at some of the most familiar
names in the Bible and figure out who they were
and where they fit in the big story of God‘s people.
We‘ll start with Genesis 12 and following looking at
such famous folk as Abraham, Sarah, Lot, Hagar,
Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, Rachel, Rebekah, Esau, and
Joseph. Join us for an Adult Bible Study between
worship services in the Founder‗s room Each
Sunday in May.

Hope you will be able to join us.

Join the group for a Bike Ride
May 21, 2011
9:00am at Trail 1
For more information contact
Sharon Guilliams at
(949) 842-6391 or email
sguilliams@cox.net

Wednesday Manna Bible Study
Founder‟s Room
11:00am to Noon every Wednesday

Vacation Bible School

Midweek Study of Sunday‟s lessons: You will get
much more out of worship if you have a chance to
study and look at the Bible readings before hand.
Join us each Wednesday as Pastor Jeff leads us
through an initial reading of Sunday‗s lessons and
ask questions together which might even help shape
the Sunday sermon.
Wednesday Evening
5:30pm ▪ Founder‟s Room

June 27 - July 1, 2011 ● 9:00am to Noon
Ages 4 (before 9/1/11) thru entering 3rd grade.
Registration forms are now
available in the church office.
DEADLINE to resister is May 13

Theological Grab Back: Join us as we walk with
Luther on a theological journey of the faith. What is
Law and Gospel? How do we read the Bible?
What is the doctrine upon which the church stands
or falls? Join us on Wednesday night, but don‘t
check your mind at the door.

A note of thanks…

T

hank you to the many members of our wonderful church who helped with my
estate sale last winter. You took a huge burden off my shoulders as I moved from
my long-time home to Del Obispo Terrace, and I can‘t thank you enough. As many of
you know, I have gifted one-half of the proceeds to the Social Concerns Ministry for
our World Vision AIDS Caregiver Kit project. I hope that every dollar will be matched
by your donations so that we can send 150 kits to bring compassionate care to those
suffering from HIV/AIDS. Peace & Love … Wilma Bloom
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Vacation Bible Camp
July 18-22, 2011

Mark you calendar for

9:00am-3:00pm

Show-Up Sunday ~ June 12
Annual Church Picnic ~ July 24
Rally Day ~ September 11

Kids entering 1st-5th grades in Fall 2011

Stay tuned...for more information

Bob Cooper at 492-6164

Cost: $95.00 per child
Registration beginning in May.
For more information contact:
Cell: 291-1251

Contact Karen Coffee
regarding fellowship events at
(949) 388-6705

What’s On Wednesdays
Normal Schedule resumes on April 20th


11:00am-Noon • Manna Bible Study, FR



4:00pm-5:00pm • 5th Grade confirmation, YR



5:00pm-5:30pm • Pizza Dinner with Salad &
Beverage for $3



5:30pm-6:30pm • Firelight Children‘s Program,
Starts in the Sanctuary (4yrs-Kindergarten, 1st2nd grade & 3rd-5th grade)



5:30pm-6:30pm • Adult Bible Study, FR



6:30pm-8:00pm • MSYG (Middle School Youth
Group, Grades 6, 7,8), YR



6:45pm - Celebration Singers, FR



7:15pm-8:00pm • 6th Grade Confirmation, Sanc
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Anna Circle
Thursday, May 5th 6:30pm-8:00pm
OSLC Founder‘s Room
Ruth Circle
Tuesday, May 10th 1:00pm-2:30pm
OSLC Founder‘s Room
Angels Unaware Circle
Monday, May 16th 9:15am-11:00am
at the home of Evey Thomsen 492-2967
Martha Circle
Tuesday, May 31st 9:00am-11:00am
at the home of Bonnie Little 369-5762
All women of the church save the date:
Women's Luncheon and program with Pastor Jeff
Sunday, June 5, 2011 noon
(after the second service)
Look for the sign-up sheet in the
church bulletin in May.

MOPS
We have had a great year in mops.!
Our leadership team, Trace Wilcox, Kirsten Pert and
Rachel Mulligan, have done an amazing job of
coordinating speakers, decorating and thinking of
every detail to make Thursday mornings a
wonderful time for our Mothers of Preschoolers.
Our mentor moms Heidi Works, Gloria Densham,
Mimi Eads help create a loving environment for our
moms and our ministry was truly blessed by our
church ladies, Julie McClure and Ruth Martin, who
volunteer to care for our moppets (children not old
enough for pre-school) and Linda Howard who put
together the weekly moppets lessons.
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS
May 1—31
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PERSONAL CARE KITS (aka Health Kits)
When natural disaster strikes or political conflict flares, families often have little chance to gather their
belongings before fleeing the danger. They arrive in a refugee camp or other place of safety scared,
vulnerable and dirty from the travel. The simple items included in a Personal Care Kit allow them to wash
away the dirt and sweat, with the fresh scent of soap and the softness of a towel as reminders of someone’s
care and concern for them in their plight. In 2010, Lutheran World Relief distributed 175,000 kits to 15
countries. They project a 15% increase in need for 2011 with commitments already made to people in Haiti,
Tanzania, Liberia, Angola, Armenia, India and now Japan.
During the month of May, we ask that you donate items to help assemble 150 kits.
WE NEED:

Terry cloth bath towels, dark colors, approximately 27”x52”
Bath-size (4-5 oz) bars of soap in original packaging
Adult size toothbrushes in original packaging
Wide-tooth (only) combs

PLEASE NOTE: Kit contents have changed. Only the above items are needed.
THANK YOU!

(Of course, If you prefer to make a monetary donation, we’ll be happy to do the shopping!)

Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much… Luke 16:10a

And just to confuse you, we have ANOTHER kit project...
WORLD VISION AIDS CAREGIVER KITS
Our Savior’s is partnering with World Vision to equip and encourage volunteer
caregivers in Africa, Asia, and Latin America.
AIDS Caregiver Kits and refills provide a year’s worth of basic supplies to local
volunteers and family members who care for people living with AIDS. This
compassionate care prolongs lives and comforts the sick. Did you know that 15
MILLION children have lost parents to AIDS?

Year of Serving
Our goal is to purchase and assemble 150 kits and refill packs. The first 35 kits
purchased will be matched by Wilma Bloom; the next 35 kits will be matched by
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. We hope to reach our goal by early September.
After the kits have been ordered, we will celebrate with a kit assembly event that
everyone can participate in. We hope you will join us!

YES! I would like to donate a Caregiver Kit.
_____ Kits

X

$28

=

$________

(Cash or Check payable to OSLC memo: AIDS Kits)

Name: __________________________________________________
E-mail address or phone number: ____________________________
We encourage you to write a note of encouragement to be included with your kit. We will provide a blank note card.
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS
SATURDAY, May 28. 9-11 a.m.

Moving Pictures: Friday Night Film Series

BEACH CLEAN-UP — San Clemente Pier

Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange
480 S. Batavia Street, Orange 92868. 6:30—9:00pm

Beach clean-ups are planned for the last Saturday of
every month. A great way to serve our community
and enjoy a morning in the fresh
air. Come for an hour or two.
Contact Marlene Fitzhugh, 2121831 or 4fitzhughsbythesea.net.

May 6: From the Heart of the World. This film
carries a strong warning from the Kogi, a remote
tribe in Colombia, for us to give up our selfdestructive ways and honor the planet before it is
too late. www.linktv.org/globalspirit/kogi
Contact Kelly Frohner, andrewsmom@prodigy.net
QUILTERS
We currently have several quilts ready
for assembly. If you would like to
help our quilt ministry in this way,
please contact Julie Doyle at
j.doyle@oursaviorsonline.com or 4926165. She will provide instructions and the quilt
tops, batting and backing materials all ready to go. A
sewing machine and basic sewing skills are required.

RELAY FOR LIFE ~ 2011
Save the Date: JULY 30 & 31
Join the Our Savior’s team of walkers at
San Clemente High School for the
American Cancer Society’s
Annual Relay For Life.
Watch for more information about
fundraising and signing up to walk coming
soon. Carolyn Majkrzak is this year’s
Team Captain. Thanks, Carolyn!

THRIVENT BUILDS WITH HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY OF ORANGE COUNTY

THANK YOU!
From San Clemente Military Family Outreach

Fundraising for our latest project is progressing
well, and we are only $5,000 shy of our $27,000
requirement. The home, located
in Huntington Beach, is being
processed through the city and
construction is expected to start
in July. Steve Kos will
coordinate build days for Our
Savior‘s this year. Please contact Steve at
skos@griotgroup.com if you are interested in
volunteering on a Saturday this summer or fall. It is
fun—we guarantee a rewarding day!

We wish to thank you & everyone involved in helping
SCFMO to adopt classrooms at San Onofre School on
Camp Pendleton. We appreciate OSLCs participation in
this morale event. All the school children of
San Onofre military families are able to benefit
from these school supplies. Again, thank you.
(Thanks also to Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans for providing an $800 grant for this project.)

From Second Harvest Food Bank
I would like to thank you so much for
participating in our Pennies for Peanut Butter
Food Drive. Because of Our Saviors Lutheran
Church & School, during your food drive you
provided over 1,827 meals to those in need. Thank you
for your dedication and support to feeding the hungry in
your community. (Cash donation: $572.62 Food
donations: 142 lbs.)

HOMEOWNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Habitat for Humanity of Orange County is
increasing its ability to deliver affordable
home ownership opportunities to low-income
families with renovation and rehabilitation
projects. Families that earn 50 - 80% of the
median income in Orange County may
qualify. To learn more about whether you or someone you
know may qualify, visit the Habitat OC website at
www.habitatoc.org or contact Family Services at
familyservices@habitatoc.org or (714) 434-6200 x227.

Malaria Nets
Baskets for Bed Nets raised $1,020 and the
Social Concerns Ministry added another $500.
That’s 152 nets and approximately 600 people
who will be protected from malaria as they
sleep. Thank You!
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SCHOOL NEWS ~ May 2011
Catalina Here We Come!
The 5th graders will be participating in the
Catalina Marine Institute Marine Biology
camp May 2nd-4th. The children will be
snorkeling, kayaking, and participating in
hands-on science labs throughout their stay.
What a fun way to learn about marine
science and the ecology of the island.

On Tuesday, May 17th,
Our Savior‘s Preschool
will be hosting its
annual Open House.
The evening begins at 6:00 pm. All families are
encouraged to visit their child‘s classroom. This is
an opportunity for the children to share with their
parents the work they have been doing.

Sacramento
The 4th grade is looking forward to
an action-packed adventure when
they travel back in time to the Gold
Rush. They will be attending the
Coloma Outdoor Discovery School,
which is located along the south fork
of the American River. It is a unique
experience where the students “live”
the gold rush experience through stories, songs, skits,
creating a shelter, baking cornbread, and panning for
gold. The students walk in the footsteps of the
forty-niners and experience some of the challenges
of surviving away from home.
On the last day they travel to Sacramento to visit the
State Capitol; Senate and Assembly Chambers;
California Railroad Museum; and other
historical locations. In 3 full days the
4th
graders will be changed from
“greenhorns” to
experienced “sourdoughs.”

The Elementary Open House will be held on
Tuesday, May 24th at 6:30 pm. This evening is for
the students to “show off” their work. It also gives
parents the opportunity to visit the classroom that
their child will be in beginning in the Fall.

P.J.‟s for Japan
For a $5 donation per child, all elementary students
will be allowed to wear their pajamas to school on
Monday, May 16th. This
money will be donated to
Lutheran World Relief and
earmarked for relief efforts in
Japan.

This month the elementary students will be
introduced to French artist, Henri De ToulouseLautrec (1864-1901). Toulouse-Lautrec‟s
masterful use of line in his colorful posters
captured the Parisian life of the 1800‟s. His
unusual life and friends were explored through
his captivating artwork.

Field Day The annual Field Day is scheduled for Friday, May 27th, beginning at 9:15. Kindergarten through
5th grade competes in a variety of events including hula hoop, jump rope, basketball/football throw, beanbag
toss, and standing long jump. The morning ends with a race around the school (optional) for the 4th and 5th
grades and a relay race (optional) for Kindergarten through 3rd grade. All participants receive an award.
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2011
Sun
1 “World Hunger”

Mon
2

Tue
3

4

7:00 Social
Concerns, FR

7:00 HSYG, YR

11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR
4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR
5:00 Dinner
5:30 Firelight Children‟s
Program, Sanctuary
5:30 Adult Bible Study,
FR
6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration Singers,
FR
7:15 6th Grade Conf.,
Sanctuary

9

10

11

Sent to Serve Sunday
8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Sunday School,
Adult Ed., Bells
9:30 Youth &
Children‟s Committee
Meeting

9:00 PTF
Meeting

10:30 Classic Worship
5:00 Tacos & Talent

8

1:00 Ruth Circle,
FR
6:00 Gilchrist
House, HSYG

8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Sunday School,
Adult Ed., Bells

6:30 Council
Meeting, FR

10:30 Classic
Worship

15

7:00 HSYG, YR
16

New Member
Recognition
8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Sunday School,
Adult Ed., Jubilee
Bells

9:15 Angels
Unaware Circle,
Evey Thomsen

17
5:00 Pre-K
Recital
6:00 Preschool
Open House
6:30 School
Board Meeting

10:30 Classic Worship
Noon Thrivent
Seminar

22

7:00 HSYG, YR
23

24

8:30 Bold Worship

6:30 Elementary
Open House

9:30 Sunday School,
Adult Ed., Jubilee
Bells
10:30 Classic
Worship

29 “Habitat for

Wed

7:00-8:30 HSYG,
YR

30

Thu
5 Cinco de Mayo

18

6

7

13

20

11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR
4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR
5:00 Dinner
5:30 Firelight Children‟s
Program, Sanctuary
5:30 Adult Bible Study,
FR
6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration Singers,
FR
7:15 6th Grade Conf.,
Sanctuary

25

9:30 Sunday School,
Adult Ed., Jubilee
Bells
10:30 Classic
Worship

26

11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR
4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR
5:00 Dinner
5:30 Firelight Children‟s
Program, Sanctuary
5:30 Adult Bible Study,
FR
6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration Singers,
FR
7:15 6th Grade Conf.,
Sanctuary

27

28

1/2 Day School

9:00 Beach clean-up
SC Pier

31
9:00 Martha
Circle, Bonnie
Little

Church &
School Closed

7:00 HSYG, YR
1st Sunday
of the month

Last Sunday
of each month

15

21

9:00 OSLC Bike
Ride

Humanity”

8:30 Bold Worship

14
7:00 Men‟s
Breakfast
@OSLC

5:00 PTF Pasta
Dinner Childcare
Fundraiser

19

Sat

Teacher
Appreciation
Luncheon

6:30 Anna Circle,
FR

12

11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR
Noon Adult Luncheon
4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR
5:00 Dinner
5:30 Firelight Children‟s
Program, Sanctuary
5:30 Adult Bible Study,
FR
6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration Singers,
FR
7:15 6th Grade Conf.,
Sanctuary

Fri

Holy Communion
Served
every Sunday
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Our Savior‟s Lutheran Church & School
~ The Messenger ~
May 2011
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
WORSHIP HOURS
8:30am ~ Bold Worship
9:30am ~ Sunday School, Adult Education, Jubilee Bells
10:30am ~ Classic Worship
Nursery Care available all morning for children 4 and under!
Inside this issue:
Pastor‟s Message

1

2011 Easter Message, Missionaries in Japan

2

Birthdays, Anniversaries & More

3

Music Notes

4

Stewardship, Sent to Serve Sunday

5

Evangelism, Seminary Update from Wes Menke

6

Financial & Council News, Thrivent Seminar

7

Youth & Children‟s Page & Calendar of Events

8

What‟s Happening, Thank you from Wilma Bloom

9

Fellowship, Vacation Bible Camp

10

Women‟s Circle, MOPS

11

Social Concerns

12 & 13

School News

14

May 2011 Calendar

15

Inside this Issue

16

