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Holy Conversations:
A Lenten Discipline
―Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a
leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus* by night…‖
John 3.1-2a.
This year during Lent our Sunday morning Gospel
reading comes from John and features the
conversations that Jesus has with people as he begins
his ministry and makes his way toward that Friday
we call good. John‘s Gospel is unique in this way.
In its pages you‘ll find no parables, no stories of
―Good Samaritans‖ or ―Prodigal Sons;‖ but you will
find unique to John the account of holy conversations
that Jesus participates in while moving toward the
cross. The first conversation is from John chapter 3
where a Pharisee named Nicodemus comes to Jesus
at night and the exchange between the two of them is
a bit awkward at best. Nicodemus and Jesus while
both religious leaders who you would assume speak
the same language seem to be unable to connect.
But I would submit to you that the power of this
exchange is not in the two coming to terms or
somehow being in agreement, the power is in the
conversation itself. While this first exchange didn‘t
seem to go real well, later at the cross Nicodemus
will come out of the shadows and show himself as a
follower of Jesus.
Next we have a conversation between Jesus and a
Samaritan woman at a well. This time it is not dark
or night, but high noon. Jesus does something that is
at once scandalous and completely improper, he
engages this woman in conversation. I know for us it
is no big deal, but these two, Jesus and the woman,
couldn‘t have less in common. He is a male, Jewish
Rabbi known as a prophet, healer and teacher while
she is a female, Samaritan who has such a bad
reputation that she has to come to the well in the heat
of the day in order to avoid he critics. They talk about
race (prejudice) about worship, and about hope. It is
then that Jesus reveals himself as the Messiah (to

her?) and she brings a whole community to faith
while they welcome Jesus to stay in their midst.
Here is a conversation that should never have
happened in the first place; but breaking through the
obvious barriers it became the means of faith.
When is the last time you allowed yourself to have a
holy conversation? And when is the last time you
allowed that conversation to occur outside the safety
and margins of those who see the world exactly as
you do? In this Lenten season when we are
particularly called to let our faith grow, I wonder
how this can happen in a vacuum, only within the
confines of our own hearts. Doesn‘t faith grow best
when the Holy Spirit is at work in our conversations
with others? Now this is tricky business because
often what is called a conversation is really more of
a debate, or an attempt to belittle or dismiss the
other so that my opinions might win the day. Such
diatribe might be the political reality of the day; but
it does not make for the kind of conversation I‘m
thinking about. If you feel like the person is trying
to ‗convert‘ you or you feel the need to correct then
it‘s probably just talk.
No, Holy Conversations are those moments when
we seek to understand, just as much as to be
understood. They are honest moments when being
right is not the agenda but being open to how God
might be working and revealing Godself is the
agenda. During the rest of this Lenten season keep
your ears and eyes open for opportunities such as
these. If an opening is given, why not take it and
see how the Holy Spirit might use such a moment to
deepen your faith.
Peace!
Pastor Jeff

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERIES
MID WEEK LENTEN SERIES
LETTER’S TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES—REVEALED!
The book of Revelation is scary, wondrous and confusing—that‘s
why it is usually held on to by the not so healthy fringe of
Christianity or ignored by those who find it impossible to
understand. But the Revelation of John begins with a word, a letter
to each of seven churches of present day Turkey and in these letters
we can find both what it most have been like to be a follower of
Jesus in the first century AD but encouragement for ourselves. You
are invited to travel with us to the Seven churches of Revelation as
we make our way toward the cross of Christ.

Wednesday Evenings at 6:45 pm


March 16

1st Wednesday



March 23

2nd Wednesday



March 30

3rd Wednesday



April 6

4th Wednesday



April 13

5th Wednesday

Midweek Lenten Worship: Soup Supper at 6:00pm,
Firelight as normal Wednesday night, Middle
School Youth Group come to worship then break
out for program).

April 17 - Palm/Passion Sunday
8:30 & 10:30am
April 21 - Maundy Thursday
7:00pm worship
(First Communion)
April 22 - Good Friday
7:00pm worship
(Tenebrae Service)
April 24 - Easter Sunday Worship
8:00am • 9:30am • 11:00am
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April Birthdays, Anniversaries & More
~ Birthdays ~
Avery Wilcox
Christopher Baker
Billie Buffington
Kiley Butkus
Emily Lawrence
Jo Arons
Sandy Pridham
Michael Turner
Jay Rayl
Lola Davies
Don Hansen
Craig Townsend
Eleanor Whalen
Matthew Merrill
John Graef
Sharon Guilliams
Judi Klaske
Marlene Fitzhugh
Jackie Key
Michelle Lawrence
Helen Tsuma
Matthew Garcia
Julie Gladden
Tyler Salwender
Cassie Stewart
Debbie Krogman
Dane Hanson
Trace Wilcox
Nicholas Lindholm
Emma Lorimer
Sheri Schrofer
Helen Crenshaw
Greg Kalagian
Christi Calvert
Steven Hathaway
Tom Cooper
Val Streed
Pastor Jeff
Brooke Crowe
Monica Merrill

~ Anniversaries ~
4-4
4-6
4-7
4-7
4-7
4-8
4-8
4-8
4-9
4-10
4-10
4-10
4-10
4-11
4-12
4-12
4-12
4-13
4-13
4-14
4-14
4-15
4-15
4-15
4-17
4-18
4-19
4-19
4-22
4-22
4-22
4-23
4-24
4-25
4-26
4-27
4-27
4-29
4-30
4-30

Jeff & Michele Young
Daryl & Mahtty Kowalik
Wilson & Mila Olbrich
John & Linda Tully
Sam & Jenn Olmstead
Bob & Jennifer Berschauer
Brad & Erin Crowe
Alan & Lana Lundgren

March 13, 2011
4-7
4-8
4-9
4-11
4-13
4-23
4-26
4-28

Aliya Faith Lloyd
We welcome Aliya
into the
Lord‘s
family and receive her as a fellow
member of the body of Christ and
pray that her light may always
shine before others.

SENT TO SERVE SUNDAY

O

nce a month beginning January 30th and ending June 26th we
are going to lift up those in our congregation who use their
gifts to serve our world and neighbors each and every day. On each
particular Sent to Serve Sunday we are going to ask all those who
use their gift in a certain area to come forward during the worship
service to receive a special blessing and gratitude from the
congregation. Please feel free to invite your neighbors and friends
who might be in these areas as well to come and be blessed and
recognized.
MAY 1st SENT TO SERVE SUNDAY
Military, Peace Officers, Fire Fighters,
Government Workers and Civil Servants.

I

f you serve our community as an active or reserve member of
the Armed Forces, emergency response (Fire, ambulance, etc..),
peace officer (ranger, Sheriff, Detective, private security) or work for
the Government (city, county, state or federal) in any capacity this is
your day to be recognized and prayed for! Don't forget we want to
honor those who have retired as well.

A

ll those being recognized are invited to wear their work
clothes to worship. Those who have retired in a particular
area are especially encouraged to be recognized.

Sent To Serve Sundays in the Future:



June 5: Engineers, Architects, Contractors, Skilled laborers,
Craftsmen, Trades folk.
June 26: Homemakers, Volunteers, Religious Workers, Social
Workers, Lawyers, Coaches, Mentors.
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Holding Steady in Japan

As the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church looks into
relief and recovery efforts, Dana and the other ELCA
missionaries stand ready to help. ―This was truly
horrible, and I pray that Japan can recover soon,‖ she
says.

Tim McKenzie, an
ELCA missionary in
T o yk o ,
b el i e v e s
congregations
in
Japan see God in their
midst.

Timothy and Mari McKenzie, ELCA missionaries,
are also stationed in Tokyo. Tim teaches church
history at the Japan Lutheran Theological Seminary
and Japan Lutheran College.

Dana Dutcher was
responding to e-mails
when the earthquake
struck in Tokyo.

―I think a major issue for many people in the Tokyo
area is more spiritual and emotional in dealing with
feelings of loss, especially for those who have family
and friends in the Tohoku area,‖ says Tim.

―I thought it might
just be a small quake, (since) quakes are quite
common here. But then it got stronger and stronger,
and I started to get a little nervous. I braced myself in
a doorway on the first floor of my house,‖ Dana
recounts.

There are also ―feelings of fear and panic as the
situation in Tokyo becomes more provisional, due to
limited public transportation and shortages of basic
staple items at stores,‖ he says.

Then she started to hear things fall from the second
floor of her home.

Both Dana and Tim shared that March is spring
break, and classes were in recess at their respective
schools when the earthquake and tsunami struck.
Other ministries and services have been suspended,
since most people are staying close to home in the
event of another earthquake.

―Everything in my house was shaking, and it was
terrifying. I realized that I didn‘t have an earthquake
preparedness kit ready, and I knew I wasn‘t prepared
to deal with disastrous outcomes,‖ she says.
For the past 18 months, Dana has been serving in
Tokyo as a missionary of the ELCA. She‘s teaching
conversational English and is involved with several
ministries at Koishikawa Lutheran Church and the
Hongo Student Center at Hongo Lutheran Church.
Dana managed to escape catastrophe, although
aftershocks continued and new earthquakes struck
across Japan. The initial earthquake on March 11,
was followed by 30-foot waves, devastating Japan‘s
coastal areas and other Pacific regions.

February 20, 2011 we collected $1,567.00
going to the ELCA Disaster Response for Japan.

Thank you all for your
generosity & support.

―I have been in touch with all other ELCA
missionaries here‖ who are also safe, says Dana.
There are 22 ELCA missionaries serving in Japan.
Most of them are on the island of Kyushu, which is
very far away from the affected areas, she says.
$905.00 was collected from our
March 27 World Malaria Day Baskets
for Bed Nets Challenge.
Thank you everyone for a wonderful day!

―Right now, I have just been laying low and trying to
stay safe here in Tokyo from the aftershocks and
other potential hazardous situations,‖ says Dana.

4

for his favorite charity—London's Foundling
Hospital, a home for abandoned and orphaned
children—always included Messiah. And, in 1759,
when he was blind and in failing health, he insisted
on attending an April 6 performance of Messiah at
the Theatre Royal in Covent Garden. Eight days
later, Handel died at home.
Read more: http://www.smithsonianmag.com/artsculture/The-Glorious-History-of-HandelsMessiah.html#ixzz1HFGS0cUD

April 2011
Music Notes
―…and He shall reign forever and ever‖
These words from Handel‘s chorus are almost
synonymous with Easter. It is part of his oratorio
―Messiah‖ based on Scripture.
Handel wrote
―Messiah‖ in 1742. Here are some excerpts from
―Smithsonian‖ magazine about the history of this
great piece:
George Frideric Handel's Messiah was
originally an Easter offering. It burst onto the stage
of Musick Hall in Dublin on April 13, 1742. The
audience swelled to a record 700…
Handel composed Messiah in an astounding
interlude, somewhere between three and four
weeks in August and September 1741. "He would
literally write from morning to night," says Sarah
Bardwell of the Handel House Museum in London.
The text was prepared in July by the prominent
librettist, Charles Jennens, and was intended for an
Easter performance the following year. "I hope
[Handel] will lay out his whole Genius & Skill
upon it, that the Composition may excel all his
former Compositions, as the Subject excels every
other Subject," Jennens wrote to a friend.
There were several reasons for the choice of
Dublin for Messiah's debut. Handel had been
downcast by the apathetic reception that London
audiences had given his works the previous season.
He did not want to risk another critical failure,
especially with such an unorthodox piece. Other
Handel oratorios had strong plots anchored by
dramatic confrontations between leading
characters. But Messiah offered the loosest of
narratives: the first part prophesied the birth of
Jesus Christ; the second exalted his sacrifice for
humankind; and the final section heralded his
Resurrection.
Dublin was one of the fastest-growing, most
prosperous cities in Europe, with a wealthy elite
eager to display its sophistication and the
economic clout to stage a major cultural event. "So
it was a great advantage for Handel to make the
voyage to Dublin to try out his new work, and then
bring it back to London," says Keates, comparing
the composer to Broadway producers who tried out
plays in New Haven before staging them in New
York City.
There is little doubt about Handel's own
fondness for the work. His annual benefit concerts

You are invited to join our Easter choir in singing the
stirring ―Hallelujah Chorus‖ from ―Messiah‖ at our
Easter services on April 24. You do not need to read
music! Learning CD‘s are available. Rehearsals for
this piece begin on Thursday, April 7 at 6:00 p.m. in
the sanctuary. However, we ask that you pick up a
learning CD prior to the first rehearsal. See Karen
Skipper, Bob Levesque or contact the church office
for more information.
Make a joyful noise…
In His Service
Karen Skipper, Director of Music

Sing a Joyful Song Unto the Lord!
It‘s hard to believe but Easter is just a few weeks
away. What a great time to share your time and
talents. There are so many opportunities for you to
be involved in our Music Ministry at Our Savior‘s.
There are children‘s choirs, adult choirs, bells, and
instrumental music.
Now is the time to join in and be a part.
Children‘s Firelight Program – Wednesdays 5:30 –
6:30
Adult Choir – Thursdays 6:00 – 7:00
Bells – Sundays 9:30 – 10:15
Instrumentalist/Vocalist – please contact Karen
Skipper or me to schedule an audition.
When it comes to music and Easter – there is never
enough! Be a part of this wonderful time of year.
Why not join the Music Ministry and spread God‘s
love through music.
Blessings to you!
Mr. Bob
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During Lent, let us honestly ask ourselves: Are we
using our gifts of time, talent and treasure in the
service of others or for our own selfish wants and
desires? Do we view attending church as drudgery or
as a wonderful opportunity to continue to celebrate
and participate in Easter? Let us use this Lenten
season to examine our lives and place God at the
center of it. Let us see every day as an opportunity to
sacrificially and spiritually prepare for the weekly
celebration of Easter.

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Son of God.
Thank you for dying on the cross for my sins. Please
forgive my sins and give me the gift of eternal life. I
ask you into my life and heart to be my Lord and
Savior. I want to serve you always. AMEN

Easter is the day when we celebrate Jesus Christ
rising from the dead. Jesus is the Son of God and
gave His life to die for our sins. On the third day
after He died -- the day we now celebrate as Easter
Sunday -- His friends went to His grave, and found
that He had risen from the dead. They saw an angel
who told them, "Don't be afraid! I know you are
looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He isn't here!
He has been raised from the dead, just as He said it
would happen."

Easter provides a great opportunity to celebrate
stewardship. Why?
Easter is one of the poignant displays of God's giving
to us. We have a tremendous opportunity to respond
to this gift by offering ourselves - our prayers,
presence, gifts, witness, and service - to God. Some
scholars might suggest that Easter is the defining
moment of God's ceaseless ability to give. God gave
Jesus, God's own son, who died on a cross for our
sake - yours and mine - for the forgiveness of sins
and the gift of everlasting life. Frankly, the Bible is
sprinkled - no saturated - with stories of God's ability
to give and give and give. The Creation Story, Noah
and the Flood, the Ten Commandments, the Birth
Narrative of Jesus, and the Woman at the Well are
among a few of these biblical depictions of
God giving to us throughout the generations.

Jesus rose from the dead on Easter Sunday. He offers
to you the gift of eternal life and forgiveness of sins.
He lives in heaven with God His Father. He offers us
the gift of eternal life -- of living forever with Him in
heaven if we accept Him as our Lord and Savior.
Jesus said "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except by Me." Jesus is the
Son of God. He lived a sinless life and then died on
the cross to pay the penalty for our sins. ―God
demonstrates His own love for us in that while we
were yet sinners Christ died for us.‖

I believe that we have a responsibility and an
opportunity during this season of Easter to
remind people that we are called to share with God
by sharing with one another the bounty of God's gifts
in our own lives.
However, consider what God
might be calling you to give before you
start reminding others of this responsibility or
inviting them to consider this invitation. God might
be calling you to spend more time to your
children. God might be calling you to renew your
own body through a Sabbath retreat. God might be
calling you to serve on a mission work team. God
might be calling you to invite a friend to church, or
to lead a prayer team, or to volunteer at a homeless
shelter, or to get out of debt, or to consider a major
financial gift, or to reach out to a friend.

Easter is a good time to recommit ourselves to a
simpler lifestyle – concentrating more of our efforts
on what God wants from us and less of our efforts on
what we want for ourselves. Jesus sacrificed
everything for us. What can we sacrifice, not just at
Lent, but every day, so that we can better serve Our
Lord?
If you're not sure where your opportunity lies, stay
alert! I'm confident that an opportunity to be a
steward in the name of the One who died for us will
arise along your Easter journey.
HAPPY EASTER TO EVERYONE!!!
Todd Tunby,
Stewardship Chairman
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did it go for the material? Many times this search
ended with the conclusion that the ―real‖ Jesus is
lost to history. What we are left with are the pious
memories of Jesus and his example, and a
Christianity as mythology, that is ―a-historical‖
without a fact-based story to tell.
The Bible tells us that Jesus was born a Jew. We
learn that he lived in a religious community steeped
in the faith of the Jewish patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob, and in the law of Moses. He observed
temple rites and recited the psalms. He knew the
writings of the prophets. We learn that his first
twelve disciples were common fishermen. It was
only later that Christianity appeared in the schooled
intellectual company of a St. Paul. When Jesus was
teaching and going about doing good, he was leaving
these jewels: ―You have heard it said, hate your
enemies... but I say... love your enemies; Don‘t pile
up for yourselves treasures on earth where moss and
rust corrupt...but in heaven where thieves do
not..steal...; Consider the lilies----Solomon in all his
glory cannot compare...; Do not worry about your
life...; Forgive and you will be forgiven...; Our
Father, who art in heaven..; There was a certain man
who traveled to a far country, and before he left he
called to his servants...; There was a man who had
two sons....; Which one of you, having a hundred
sheep and losing one...; Go into all the world,
preaching...; Today the kingdom is fulfilled among
you.. ; Today you will be with me in paradise...; This
is my body given for you...; This is the new
covenant...‖

Finding Jesus Or:
Did Jesus Come from China?
In the Easter story in the Gospel according to St.
John (John 20), one of the most haunting questions
comes from Mary Magdalene in the garden of the
new tomb: ―Sir, if you have carried him away, tell
me where...‖. It is not an unfamiliar question. Like
the innocent beliefs of childhood, the question of
whether, Jesus, like Santa, even exists assaults our
adult sensibilities. Or, bending Voltaire‘s famous
saying, I ask ―if Jesus did not exist, would we have
to invent him?‖ Tell me, from where? There are a
mere two historical references outside of the New
Testament and its early Christian progeny that
―Chrestus‖ lived, this in the writing of Suetonius,
the other in Tacitus, who mentions ―Christ‖ as a
person executed by Pilate. Both were Roman
historians.
I like to think that one of the best proofs of Jesus‘
existence is that we cannot invent him, no matter
how hard we try. I have recently finished reading
John Keay's book, China: A History, which, in the
telling, weaves the threaded colors and textures of
China‘s 3000 years of religious experience into a
remarkable fabric that connects the central ethic of
its religious movements to one another. And,
sometimes when I read sayings of the sages
described, I recognize shared divine ideas which are
downright Christian. The thought occurs: ―Did Jesus
come from China?‖ Or, ―Did he go to school
there?‖ Was he steeped in the detachment of
Buddhism, the ―right way‖ of Confucianism?

These short phrases are mere tiny references to the
richness and uniqueness of Jesus‘ words and life
which make a single fabric. Where did they all
come from? If Jesus is an invented persona, there is
no such creative cohesion in a life that may suggest
these words were all inspired by committee, or came
from China, stitched together in a remarkable work
of art by well meaning fan clubs, who needed to
invent the Jesus who would continue to appeal to
faith. Reading Jesus for Jesus, it is my opinion that
no seriously critically thinking person can explain
how the wide and rich teaching of this carpenter‘s
son from Nazareth can be the product of anything
other than a single person, even if there are instances
of the anticipated exceptions that prove the rule. If
you can‘t invent the wit of Mark Twain, it is equally
impossible to image anybody inventing ―Jesus‖, not

To find the real Jesus, as opposed to the Jesus of
faith,
early twentieth century hounds of the
―historical Jesus‖sought the kernel of truth in the
New Testament words and sayings about Jesus.
Much of this material was circumstantial. Of course,
there were remnants of original sayings, but these
are difficult, if not impossible, to filter out from
what the early Christian community believed. Could
the early church have invented Jesus? Then, where

continued on page 8
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continued from page 7

even the best Sunday Schools. Fortunately, you do
not have to invent Jesus to believe him, as if God
was required to lay down a historical marker in the
sands of time before anybody was required to believe
in the existence of God, or Jesus. The fact that the
history exists (and it does exist, from Abraham
through Jesus), as opaque at times as it may be, is
also a sign of grace, an evidence of God doing something for us that God is not required or needed to do.

FINANCIAL NEWS ~ FEBRUARY 2011
Average January Attendance:
Average Weekly Offering:
Budget Requirement:
Unrestricted Gifts:
Budget:

Designated Gifts:
Habitat for Humanity
World Hunger



5:00pm-5:30pm • Dinner ~ Pizza, Salad &
Beverage for $3



5:30pm-6:30pm • Firelight Children‘s Program,
Starts in the Sanctuary (4yrs-Kindergarten, 1st2nd grade & 3rd-5th grade)



5:30pm-6:30pm • Adult Bible Study, FR



6:30pm-8:00pm • MSYG (Middle School Youth
Group, Grades 6, 7,8), YR



6:45pm - Celebration Singers, FR



7:15pm-8:00pm • 6th Grade Confirmation, Sanc

869
434
435

March 2011

What’s On Wednesdays
Normal Schedule resumes on April 20th

4:00pm-5:00pm • 5th Grade confirmation, YR

$
$
$

Thank You For Your Stewardship





YTD
$268,196
$266,336

Church Mortgage Balance: $ 860,425*
*monthly mortgage payment for the classroom
building is paid from the school funds

Herb Niermann,
Evangelism Ministry

11:00am-Noon • Manna Bible Study, FR

Current Month
$30,188
$33,292

These are your gifts to the church through general
envelopes and plate offerings; they are used for
operating budget expenses. We are currently 1% over
the Congregation approved budget.

Doubts may abound concerning Jesus. When Martin
Luther experienced his great ―Anfechtungen‖, his
debilitating doubt about the reality of faith in God‘s
love, including whether God loved him in particular,
his mentor, Dr. Johann von Staupitz told him to read
the Gospels. The uniqueness of Jesus as the evidence of God‘s love flourishes there. Read his
words for yourself. Then think about how you might
decide the question: ―From where has Jesus come;
or, do I really need to know?‖ Then check out John
20:31 for why Christians from the beginning thought
this exercise important.



219 people
$ 7,547/wk
$ 7,683/wk






Our Savior‘s Lutheran Church will be joined by
Gloria Dei in donating our Lenten service
offerings to Grace Lutheran Chinese to help
their ministry.
The Invisible Children program was a great
success. The Invisible Children ―roadies‖ were
overwhelmed by the reception the received
from Our Savior‘s congregation.
Order forms for Easter flowers will be
forthcoming in the weekly worship folders.
Our Souper Suppers are a great success. So
many delicious soups to choose from. Please
join us from 6:00pm to 6:45pm each
Wednesday evening throughout Lent.

Respectfully submitted by Lola Davies,
Congregation Council Secretary
Next meeting ~ April 12, 2011 at 6:30pm
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Youth and Children’s Page
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries

Why?
This past week was epic. Our nightly news
broadcasts looked like those 70s disaster movies; our
TVs were filled with images that seemed as if the
world is ending. Dead fish, tsunamis, earthquakes,
nuclear meltdowns--all happening while nations are
at war, or are on the edge of war and, God forbid, the
NFL doesn't have a season this year!
Events like these get our attention. As Americans,
we are so accustomed to having our lives running
like clockwork that when something does change our
comfy existence, the first thing many of us ask is,
"Why?"

April 3
Youth & Children‘s Committee Meeting, 9:30am,
Room 5

As I watched the elite disaster relief teams from all
over the world arriving in Japan I saw them working
with precision and purpose. They worked as the well
oiled and highly trained machine that they are, it is
very impressive. They move in proper sequence,
methodically doing what needs to be done to
minimize human suffering and restore some sort of
order amid the chaos. They work according to what
their training and preparation has taught them, they
have a plan and they deal with the crisis. What they
don‘t do is ask why, that‘s not their job. We can
learn much from them.

April 6
5th Grade Confirmation will not meet tonight
MSYG 6:30pm Youth Room

April 5
HSYG Youth Room 7:00pm

April 12
Gilchrist House 6:00pm
HSYG Youth Room 7:00pm
April 13
5th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm Youth Room
MSYG 6:30pm Youth Room
April 17 Palm Sunday
Youth Group Pancake Breakfast & Fundraiser
9:30am & 11:30am

It is wise to realize that the world is a volatile place.
No matter what we do--by building walls, filling
bank accounts, controlling each aspect of our lives to
prevent injury or loss --things are going to happen.
With faith in God, He will be our protection, source
and healing in times of trouble. My hope is that in
eternity, He will reveal why things happen like they
do in this crazy world.

April 19
HSYG Youth Room 7:00pm
April 20
5th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm Youth Room
MSYG 6:30pm Youth Room
April 26
HSYG Youth Room 7:00pm

Bob Cooper,
Youth and Children’s Ministry

April 27
5th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm Youth Room
MSYG 6:30pm Youth Room
April 29
MSYG Endless Food and Fun
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Sunday ~ May 1, 2011
5:00pm Dinner Served
Cost: Free Will Donation
Hosted by: OSLC Youth Group

All Proceeds Benefit the
Upcoming Summer Youth Events

Join us for the
8th Annual Tacos and Talent Night
of

Free Will
Offering

Fun!
The Youth Group will be serving dinner then
entertaining you as well as offering up
some fun and prizes.
Goodie Baskets from local businesses
will be raffled!
All proceeds will help to send the High School
Youth Group on a servant trip this summer.
Don’t miss out!

(Talent sign-ups available in the
church & school office)
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FELLOWSHIP
The 40 weekdays,
from Ash Wednesday
until Easter, are
considered to be a
season of abstinence
and penitence in
preparation for Easter.
In observance, we are
going to offer a
traditional soup supper throughout Lent.

Lenten
Soup
Suppers

ur Savior‘s will be offering Easter Lilies to

O adorn the sanctuary and altar area for Easter

Sunday Worship. You may buy an Easter Lily in
honor or memory of a loved one or dedicate to
family and friends. An insert will be included in the
Easter Sunday Worship folder remembering those
who have had Easter Lilies bought on their behalf.

The soup suppers will be held each Wednesday
evening at 6:00pm from March 16th through April
13th followed by a worship service. This will be a
very special way to gather, to share food and
fellowship and observe the Lenten season.

Easter Lilies are $15.00 each and you may order
more than one. Please fill out the order form below
with all the information and return it to the offering
plate with your check or you may mail your form
and check to the church office.
Check Memo: “Easter Lilies”

If you have any questions or would be interested in
helping or even preparing your favorite soup, please
call Karen Coffee at (949) 388-6705 or e-mail at
coffeemom777@aol.com

All orders & payment are due no later than
Sunday - April 17

We hope that you will join us!

Easter Lily Order Form

Contact Karen Coffee
regarding fellowship events at
(949) 388-6705

Order Name ______________________________
Phone # _____________________________
Qty _________
Please circle below in memory of or in honor of
and print clearly.

Ruth Circle
Tuesday, April 12th 1:00pm-2:30pm
OSLC Founder‘s Room

In memory of/honor of ______________________
In memory of/honor of ______________________

Anna Circle
Thursday, April 14th 6:30pm-8:00pm
OSLC Founder‘s Room

In memory of/honor of ______________________

Angels Unaware Circle
Monday, April 18th 9:15am-11:00am
at the home of Evey Thomsen 492-2967

In memory of/honor of ______________________

Martha Circle
Tuesday, April 26th 9:00am-11:00am
at the home of Bonnie Little 369-5762
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OUR SAVIOR’S
Saturday
April 9, 2011
7:00am - 8:30am
Calling all men…..
You are invited to join us for a men's breakfast at
OSLC. RSVP: IainBuchan@cox.net

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:45am ▪ Founder’s Room

Hope you will be able to join us.

Sunday Morning: ―The Gospel of Matthew‖ The
Gospel assigned for the coming church year is the
Gospel of Matthew. Join us for an Adult Bible
Study between worship services in the Founder‘s
room Each Sunday in April we‘ll look at Matthew‘s
unique way of telling the story of Jesus.

Join the group for a Bike Ride
April 16, 2011
9:00am at Trail 1
For more information contact
Sharon Guilliams at
(949) 842-6391 or email
sguilliams@cox.net

Wednesday Manna Bible Study
Founder’s Room
11:00am to Noon every Wednesday
Midweek Study of Sunday’s lessons: You will get
much more out of worship if you have a chance to
study and look at the Bible readings before hand.
Join us each Wednesday as Pastor Jeff leads us
through an initial reading of Sunday‘s lessons and
ask questions together which might even help shape
the Sunday sermon.

Vacation Bible School

Wednesday Evening
5:30pm ▪ Founder’s Room
The Gospel of Matthew
(WNE = Wednesday Night Edition!) Join us as
we take an up close look at the Gospel of Matthew.
This study will go deeper than our Sunday Morning
Study and will help us understand how Matthew
understands Jesus and what that means for us today.

June 27 - July 1, 2011 ● 9:00am to Noon
Ages 4 (before 9/1/11) thru entering 3rd grade.
Registration begins in April after spring break.

APRIL 24
EASTER SUNDAY
First (Early) Communion Classes

Worship Hours

Dates: Sunday, April 3 ~ 3:00pm-4:30pm
Sunday, April 10 ~ 3:00pm-4:30pm

8:00am  9:30am  11:00am
Special Music at all services
Childcare provided for all services
(No Sunday School today)

First Communion will be celebrated on
Maundy Thursday ~ April 21st at 7:00pm
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS
San Onofre School Classroom Support Program

SATURDAY, APRIL 30. 9-11 a.m.

SAN CLEMENTE MILITARY FAMILY OUTREACH

BEACH CLEAN-UP — T-Street Beach
Beach clean-ups are planned for the last
Saturday of every month. A great way to
serve our community—25 lb. of trash were
picked up in March at Riviera Beach. Come
for an hour or two. Contact Marlene Fitzhugh for details.

Thanks to a generous grant from Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans, Our Savior‘s was able to provide five
classrooms at San Onofre K-8 School at Camp Pendleton
with $250 worth of wish list items each.
In addition to the classroom supplies, the following
general supplies are needed to support the entire school.
We invite you to donate any quantity of the following
supplies and deliver them to the narthex NO LATER
THAN Sunday, April 3:
 White copy paper
 3-hole lined notebook paper
 Glue sticks
 Crayons
 #2 pencils
 Dry Erase markers
All items must be new and unopened. THANKS!

THANK YOU!
March was a busy month at Our Savior‘s. We thank
everyone for participating in the Pennies & Peanut Butter
Drive for Second Harvest Food Bank, the Red Cross
Blood Drive, and World Malaria Day Baskets for Bed
Nets Challenge. We have a very generous congregation
and we are grateful for each and every one of you!
“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much…”

Moving Pictures: Friday Night Film Series
Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange
480 S. Batavia Street, Orange 92868. 6:30—9:00pm
April 1: Climate Refugees. This 2010 film makes a case
for the human fallout of climate change.

Coming in May…
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF HEALTH KITS
During the entire month of May, we
will collect items to assemble Health
Kits for LWR as we do each year.
These pre-positioned kits allow LWR
to provide immediate assistance in
disaster relief efforts such as those
recently needed in Japan and New Zealand.

www.climaterefugees.com

May 6: El Camino Documentary. The film follows
modern day pilgrims across the ancient 500 mile long
Camino de Santiago in Spain, a spiritual journey that
millions have taken over the last 1,000 years.
www.caminodocumentary.org

Social Concerns Ministry Meeting

Items that we will collect include:

Monday, April 4, 7pm. Founders Room.
Our meetings are open to all. Come with an
open heart and help us bring servant
opportunities to aid our neighbors near and
far to the congregation. We‘d love to hear
your ideas, and we‘d love to have your
helping hand on one of our projects this year. Contact
Marlene Fitzhugh, marlene.fitzhugh@gmail.com or
212-1831.

Terry cloth hand towels, dark colors
Terry cloth washcloths, dark colors
Bath-size (4-5 oz) bars of soap
Adult size toothbrushes, single wrapped
Wide-tooth (only) combs
Metal nail clippers with file
1/2” - 3/4” band-aids
All items much be new.

WHO IS THE TAB TOP MYSTERY
PERSON/S?

HOMEOWNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Habitat for Humanity of Orange County is
increasing its ability to deliver affordable
home ownership opportunities to low-income
families with renovation and rehabilitation
projects. Families that earn 50 - 80% of the
median income in Orange County may
qualify. To learn more about whether you or someone
you know may qualify, visit the Habitat OC website at
www.habitatoc.org or contact Family Services at
familyservices@habitatoc.org or (714) 434-6200 x227.

Every so often we find our Ronald
McDonald tab top collection box
filled to the brim, and Al Riebau faithfully delivers them
to the Ronald McDonald House in Orange.
They are grateful for them (the tab tops are recycled for
cash), and their latest thank you note is posted in
the narthex. We also thank you and would love
to know who you are! Please let Marlene (above)
know.
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INVISIBLE CHILDREN
We had an awesome turnout on March 6 for the Invisible Children screening. Our Roadie Team—Stuy, Janay, Caroline,
and Peter—sent us a lovely note:
“Thank you for putting on such an amazing event. You have such a warm and inviting community and we were so
blessed to be a part of it, if only for a few hours. Thank you for believing in our work and for committing to help the
children and people of East Africa.”
The Social Concerns Ministry thanks you for your support, also. It was heartwarming to see so many people from all
over San Clemente who genuinely care about the world outside our little corner of God‘s creation. If you were not able
to be there but are interested in learning more about Invisible Children, we have the entire DVD series and would be
happy to share them. Contact Linda Howard, howardtully@cox.net. You can also learn more about how you can support
IC by going to their website: www.invisiblechildren.com.

Peter

Janay

Caroline

Stuy

WORLD VISION AIDS CAREGIVER KITS
We are excited to announce a very special ―Year of Serving‖ project! Thanks to the
generosity of Wilma Bloom and Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, we have an
opportunity to participate in World Vision‘s AIDS Caregiver Kit project.
AIDS Caregiver Kits and refills provide a year‘s worth of basic supplies to local
volunteers and family members in Africa, Asia, and Latin America who care for
people living with AIDS. This compassionate care prolongs lives and comforts the
sick. Did you know that 15 MILLION children have lost parents to AIDS?
Each kit and each kit refill costs about $28. Our goal is to raise $2,000 from our
church and school families. Wilma has generously agreed to match the first $1,000;
Thrivent will match an additional $1,000— that‘s $4,000 total. We hope to purchase
150 kits!
The official project kick-off will be April 10 and we will
shamelessly promote this project until we have reached
our goal. Stay tuned for more information!
Bread for the World Annual Offering of Letters ~ Sunday, May 1
Each year, we devote one Sunday to signing letters to our elected representatives asking them to
enact legislation specifically focused on ending hunger. This year‘s campaign urges a reform of
the way the U.S. delivers foreign assistance to ensure that our tax dollars are used effectively and
that the aid we give is what local people in poor countries really need. Efforts to begin the process
of reforming the Foreign Assistance Act began with the 2009 Offering of Letters campaign. We
hope you will join us in making your voice heard.
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Our Savior’s Lutheran School News
April 2011
The annual Trike-A-Thon is scheduled for 4/14
and 4/15. The goal is for every preschooler and
Junior Kindergartener to participate. The children
ride their own bikes, trikes, razors or nonmotorized scooters around a designated course in
the school parking lot for 15 minutes. The
families of the participants collect pledges from
family, friends, co-workers, etc. to raise money
that will be used exclusively by the preschool.

Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt
This year’s Easter Breakfast and Egg
Hunt will be held on Saturday, April 16,
from 8:30am-11:00am.
This Eggstravaganza will be full of fun,
crafts, food, pictures with the Easter
Bunny, a cake walk and of course an egg
hunt.

All of the children will receive medals for their
participation and a classroom
popsicle party. Everyone is
invited to come cheer them on!

Tickets are $5.00 per person (under 2 is
free). Tickets purchased on the day of the
event are $7.00. Tickets may be purchased
in the school office.
All participants in the egg hunt are
requested to bring their own Easter
Basket!

The 1st-5th grades will be taking the
Stanford Achievement Test and the
Otis-Lennon School Ability Test
beginning on Tuesday, 4/12 and ending
on Thursday, 4/21. Students cannot pass
or fail a test such as the SAT. Test results
will give the teachers an objective picture
of how their students are progressing in
school. Scores can also show whether a
student is improving in certain areas from
year to year.

Spring Break for the school begins
Monday April 4th and runs through Friday,
April 8th. Good Friday, 4/22, is a 1/2 day for
the elementary school (no school for the
preschool that day) and
there is no school on
Monday, 4/25.
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KID’S Page ~ April 2011
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2011
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1 April Fool’s Day

Sat
2

No Elementary
School Parent
Teacher Conferences

1st Sunday
of the month

Movie: “Climate
Refugees” at St.
Joseph of Orange

Holy Communion
Served
every Sunday

Last Sunday
of each month

3 “World Hunger”
8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Adult Ed., Bells
No Sunday School today

4

5

7:00 Social
Concerns, FR

7:00 HSYG, YR

9:30 Youth &
Children’s Committee
Meeting
10:30 Classic Worship
Noon New Member
Class

11

12

8:30 Bold Worship

School Resumes

9:30 Sunday School,
Adult Ed., Jubilee
Bells

1:00 Ruth Circle,
FR

9:00 PTF
Meeting

6:00 Gilchrist
House, HSYG

10:30 Classic
Worship

6:30 Council
Meeting, FR

3:00 Communion
Class

7:00 HSYG, YR

17 Palm Sunday
8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Pancake
Breakfast
9:30 Sunday School,
Adult Ed., Jubilee
Bells
10:30 Classic
Worship
11:30 Pancake
Breakfast

24 “Habitat for
Humanity”

18
9:15 Angels
Unaware Circle,
Evey Thomsen

19
6:30 School
Board Mtg, FR
7:00-8:30 HSYG,
YR

25

26

11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR
5:30-6:30 Adult Bible
Study, Room 1
6:00 Lenten Soup
Supper, FR
6:30-8:00 MSYG YR
6:45 Lenten Worship,
Sanctuary

6:00 Celebration
Singers, Sanc

13
11:00 Manna Bible Study,
FR
4:00 5th Gr Conf., YR
5:00-5:30 Kid’s Dinner
5:30-6:30 Firelight
Children’s Prog
5:30-6:30 Adult Bible
Study, Room 1
6:00 Lenten Soup Supper,
FR
6:30-8:00 MSYG YR
6:45 Lenten Worship,
Sanctuary

20

8

14
Preschool
Trike-a-Thon

9
7:00 Men’s
Breakfast
@OSLC

27

15
Preschool
Trike-a-Thon

6:00 Celebration
Singers, Sanc

8:30 Easter
Breakfast

6:30 Anna Circle,
FR

9:00 OSLC Bike
Ride

22 Earth Day
8:45 MOPS

Tenebrae Service 7pm

29 Arbor Day

17

30
9:00 Beach Clean-Up
@ T-Street

8:45 MOPS

7:00 HSYG, YR

23

1/2 Day School
No Preschool

7PM
Holy Communion

28

11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR
4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR
5:00 Pizza Dinner
5:30 Firelight Children’s
Program, Sanctuary
5:30 Adult Bible Study,
FR
6:30 MSYG, YR
7:15 6th Grade Conf.,
Sanctuary

16

8:45 MOPS

21

11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR
4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR
5:00 Pizza Dinner
5:30 Firelight Children’s
Program, Sanctuary
5:30 Adult Bible Study,
FR
6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration Singers,
FR
7:15 6th Grade Conf.,
Sanctuary

No School
9:00 Martha
Circle, Bonnie
Little

Easter Sunday
Worship Hours
8:00am 9:30am
11:00am
Special Music
at all services

7

Spring Break ~ No School  Spring Break ~ No School  Spring Break ~ No School

3:00 Communion Class

10

6

Endless Food and Fun,
MSYG
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church & School
~ The Messenger ~
April 2011
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
WORSHIP HOURS
8:30am ~ Bold Worship
9:30am ~ Sunday School, Adult Education, Jubilee Bells
10:30am ~ Classic Worship
Nursery Care available all morning for children 4 and under!
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