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Some Christians Are Just All Wet!
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and
for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God
will call.‖ Acts 2.38-39
My Grandpa sometimes would read the paper in
disgust and pronounce for all to hear, ―Well the
President (or the Congress or the Governor or the state
legislature—he was an equal opportunity critic) he‘s all
wet on this one!‖ All wet, it means to be wrong,
completely mistaken or on the wrong track. I‘ve often
wondered the exact origin of this expression? I‘ve
never found out for sure but I imagine it is connected to
being ―wet behind the ears‖ as in recently born and
therefore to be ―all wet‖ must suggest that you are so
new to the world that you can‘t possible have a clue nor
the ability to be on the right track.
I was sent an excerpt from some blog the other
day where the writer seemed to be convinced that
baptism, its benefits, promises and comforts are
historically and Biblically reserved for those who are
old enough to make a decision for Jesus, what we call
in America ―Believers Baptism.‖ As I read the words
over a couple of times, I‘m pretty sure I heard Grandpa
Gordy yelling somewhere in the Welders and Scotch
drinking section of heaven, ah, Jeffrey, ―that one‘s all
wet!‖ I have to agree. When it comes to getting wet,
you‘re never too young or too old and it never ever has
to do with you—it‘s always about God‘s great gift, and
God is an equal opportunity giver.
Oh, I know folks like to play ‗proof text‘ with
the Bible. I can hear someone even now saying ―show
me anywhere in the Bible where children were
baptized.‖ OK, how about the passage above from Acts
2 where Peter tells us that the gift of Baptism is for ‗you
and your children.‘ Or what about Acts 16.33 where
after encountering Paul and Silas and a rather strange
jail break we are told that ―At that hour of the night the
jailer took them and washed their wounds; then
immediately he and all his household were baptized.‖
I‘m going to assume that all his household meant
everyone. I don‘t know why the thought of the holy
spirit being at work in little ones is so hard to fathom;
Luke tells us that even yet to be born John the Baptizer

was leaping for joy (Luke 1.44) as the Holy Spirit
filled his mom‘s heart. And let‘s not forget that the ‗in
the know‘ disciples were chastised by Jesus for not
letting the little ones come to him. ―When Jesus saw
this, he was indignant. He said to them, ―Let the little
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as these.‖ Mark
10.14. So I think we can safely assume that water and
children/infants do in deed mix.
But the point is not to be right on a particular
teaching, the point is not to rob God of God‘s greatest
gift and blessing that comes through baptism as we are
connected to the death and resurrection of Jesus. The
truth is we‘re all wet—each and every one of us:
Infants and octogenarians, subscribers to believers
baptism and what the military calls baby dunkers
(Chaplains who baptize infants) we‘re all wet, each
and every one of us. And God in Jesus Christ reaches
out to us, before we can confess his name, say a prayer
or lift up one finger in praise and thanksgiving, God
says—I love you! God makes the first move and this
move is akin to adoption (says Paul in Romans) and
this like any adoption is the work of the parent,
baptism is God‘s work, lest we think it is our doing
and rests on our ability to be faithful.
So I say, come one, come all—if you are still
wet behind the ears and newly birthed into this world,
come to the waters, receive God‘s promise of grace
and salvation. If you are 74 years old and never gotten
around to it—come to the waters and trust in the Lord
who has been working faith in your heart. But don‘t
let anyone fool you; you can make all the decision you
want—but in regards to salvation the only decision
worth anything is God‘s decision for you! And I‘ll go
with the Bible on this one that seems to suggest that
being all wet isn‘t so bad after all it might even be
God‘s love made visible a means of grace and
salvation! ―And this water symbolizes baptism that
now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the
body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God.
[e]
It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ…‖
1 Peter 2.21.

Peace! Pastor Jeff

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERIES
MID WEEK LENTEN SERIES
LETTER’S TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES—REVEALED!
The book of Revelation is scary, wondrous and confusing—that‘s
why it is usually held on to by the not so healthy fringe of
Christianity or ignored by those who find it impossible to
understand. But the Revelation of John begins with a word, a letter
to each of seven churches of present day Turkey and in these letters
we can find both what it most have been like to be a follower of
Jesus in the first century AD but encouragement for ourselves. You
are invited to travel with us to the Seven churches of Revelation as
we make our way toward the cross of Christ.

March 9, 2011
Ash Wednesday
7:00pm

April 17 - Palm/Passion Sunday
8:30 & 10:30am

Wednesday Evenings at 6:45 pm


March 16

1st Wednesday



March 23

2nd Wednesday



March 30

3rd Wednesday



April 6

4th Wednesday



April 13

5th Wednesday

April 21 - Maundy Thursday
7:00pm worship
(First Communion)
April 22 - Good Friday
7:00pm worship
(Tenebrae Service)

Midweek Lenten Worship: Soup Supper at 6:00pm,
Firelight as normal Wednesday night, Middle
School Youth Group come to worship then break
out for program).

April 24 - Easter Sunday Worship
8:00am • 9:30am • 11:00am
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March Birthdays, Anniversaries & More
~ Anniversaries ~

~ Birthdays ~
John Cloninger
John Mulligan
Betsy Aasland
Marilynn Martin
Rick Jensen
Oma Riebau
Mitch Ritschel
Nicholas Balaban
Tom Banks
Elise Berschauer
Ruth Martin
Colton Overin
Priscilla Plail
Jerry Cloninger
Courtney Horvath
Kyle Merrill
Dane Olbrich
Steve Scott
Jake Ritschel
Elke Kelly
Kiana Breshears
Jolyon Olmstead
Colby Lindholm
Jason Brown
Kalani Fitzhugh
Jeff McClure
Brian Wakeman
Paul Skipper
Scott Cameron
Terrie Ayers
Bob Levesque
Tyler Hamil
Carol Hoffmeister
Kathryn Ramm
Jill Baker
Clayton Berens
Deanna Hansen
Barbara Murphy
Ron Schmiedeke
Dalton Murphy-Lischalk
Kate Vainoris
Aaron Frohner
Piper Olmstead

3-1
3-1
3-2
3-2
3-3
3-3
3-3
3-4
3-5
3-5
3-5
3-5
3-5
3-6
3-6
3-6
3-7
3-8
3-9
3-12
3-14
3-14
3-15
3-16
3-16
3-19
3-19
3-20
3-22
3-23
3-23
3-24
3-24
3-24
3-25
3-25
3-25
3-25
3-25
3-26
3-26
3-27
3-27

Steven Schmall
Elizabeth Simon
Ryan Majkrzak
Kincaid McClure
Mark Lorimer
Betty Colby
Chuck Pridham

3-28
3-28
3-29
3-29
3-30
3-31
3-31

Rick & Nanette Jensen
Brian & Lily Wakeman
John & Kay Davidson
Chris & Maureen Aitken
Brent & Brandi Davies
Stan & Sheri Schrofer

3-3
3-3
3-5
3-13
3-21
3-22

SENT TO SERVE SUNDAY

O

nce a month for the next 6 months beginning January 30th we
are going to lift up those in our congregation who use their
gifts to serve our world and neighbors each and every day. On each
particular Sent to Serve Sunday we are going to ask all those who
use their gift in a certain area to come forward during the worship
service to receive a special blessing and gratitude from the
congregation. Please feel free to invite your neighbors and friends
who might be in these areas as well to come and be blessed and
recognized.
MARCH 27th SENT TO SERVE SUNDAY
Business, Financial Services, Small Business Workers and
Enterprise, Administrative Assistants, Office Personnel.

I

f you are involved in the business world, financial services,
entrepreneur, own a small business, work for a large
cooperation, work for a little mom and pop outfit, or sell lemonade
on Ebay, then this day is to lift up your work on behalf of God's good
creation!

A

ll those being recognized are invited to wear their work
clothes to worship. Those who have retired in a particular
area are especially encouraged to be recognized.

Sent To Serve Sundays in the Future:




May 1: Military, Peace Officers, Fire Fighters, Government
Workers and Civil Servants.
June 5: Engineers, Architects, Contractors, Skilled laborers,
Craftsmen, Trades folk.
June 26: Homemakers, Volunteers, Religious Workers, Social
Workers, Lawyers, Coaches, Mentors.
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Marching Towards Easter

March 2011
Music Notes

Here we are in March and Firelight is going strong.
We have a fun ―Ring and Sing‖ Performance
scheduled on March 6 at the 8:30 am service and
we‘ll be beginning our preparation for Easter!

Spring is almost here and just around the corner,
Easter. The music ministry extends a special
invitation to join us for Easter Sunday worship.
There are many opportunities to praise the Lord with
music at this joyous time.

Now is a great time to be a part of Firelight. You
can join us and be a part of the wonderful music at
our Easter Sunday service. Firelight is available to
any child between 4 years old and 5th grade. We
meet on Wednesdays from 5:30pm – 6:30pm.

Consider joining the Easter Choir in singing
Handel‘s ―Hallelujah Chorus‖ from ―The Messiah‖.
You do not need to read music – learning CD‘s are
available. Rehearsals during Lent will be Thursdays
beginning at 6:00p.m. (March 10 – April 14)

Why not join us and spread God‘s love through
music.
Blessings to you!

Join ―Jubilee Bells‖ for Easter. Reading music is not
necessary. Ms. Sharon says, ―if you can count to 4
and know your right hand from your left, you can
ring bells.‖ It is a fun and easy way to praise God
with music. Rehearsals are Sunday mornings from
9:40 – 10:20 a.m.

Mr. Bob

Vacation Bible School

For our younger musicians, age 4 years – 5th grade,
join us for ―Firelight‖ midweek Christian Education
program. Our Firelight kids will sing on Easter
Sunday. We meet each Wednesday from 5:30 – 6:30
p.m.
All are welcome – Make a joyful noise!
In His Service
Karen Skipper, Director of Music

March 9th

June 27 - July 1, 2011 ● 9:00am to Noon
Ages 4 (before 9/1/11) thru entering 3rd grade.
Registration Information coming in April.
Stay tuned...

11:00am-Noon - Manna Bible Study, FR
5th Grade Confirmation canceled tonight only
Firelight Children‘s Program canceled tonight only
Adult Bible Study canceled tonight only
6:30pm-8:00pm - MSYG (Grades 6, 7,8), YR
7:00pm - Ash Wednesday Worship
6th Grade Confirmation combined with
Ash Wednesday Worship
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mentioned that her daughter once had a coin
collection, and asked if the penny he had found had
been of some value.
A smile crept across the man's face as he reached
into his pocket for the penny and held it out for her
to see. She had seen many pennies before! What was
the point of this she wondered?
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
"Look at it," he said. "Read what it says." She read
the words, " United States of America ."

Dear God, You are my rock. You are my shelter
and my mighty fortress. You are my comfort in times
of sorrow, my peace in times of pain and distress.
My God, I trust in You! On Your divine promises, I
shall firmly stand. I belong to You. I am safe and
secure in the palm of Your mighty hand. Amen

"No, not that. Read further."
"No, keep reading."

"One cent?" she said.

"In God we Trust?" "Yes!" he replied.
"And???. . ."

You always hear the usual stories of pennies on
the sidewalk being good luck, gifts from angels, etc.
This is the story of one of those pennies. It gives us
something to think about.
Several years ago, a friend of mine and her
husband were invited to spend the weekend at the
home of her husband's employer. My friend was
nervous about the weekend. The boss was very
wealthy, with a fine home on the ocean, and cars
costing more than their house.
The first day and evening went well, and my
friend was delighted to have this rare glimpse into
how the very wealthy live. Her husband's employer
was quite generous as a host, and took them to the
finest restaurants. My friend knew she would never
have the opportunity to indulge in this kind of
extravagance again, so she was enjoying herself
immensely.
As the three of them were about to enter an
exclusive restaurant one evening, the boss was
walking slightly ahead of my friend and her husband.
He stopped suddenly, looking down on the pavement
for a long, silent moment. My friend wondered if
they were supposed to pass him. There was nothing
on the ground except a single darkened penny that
someone had dropped, and a few cigarette butts. Still
silent, the man reached down and picked up the
penny. He held it up and smiled, then put it in his
pocket as if he had found a great treasure. How
absurd she thought! What need did this man have for
a single penny? Why would he even take the time to
stop and pick it up?
Throughout dinner, the entire scene nagged at her.
Finally, she could stand it no longer. She casually

"And if I trust in God, the name of God is holy,
even on a coin. Whenever I find a coin, I see that
inscription. It is written on every single United
States coin, but we never seem to notice it! God
drops a message right in front of me telling me to
trust Him. Who am I to pass it by? When I see a
coin, I pray. I stop to see if my trust IS in God at that
moment. I pick the coin up as a response to God; that
I do trust in Him. For a short time, at least, I cherish
it as if it were gold. I think it is God's way of starting
a conversation with me. Lucky for me, God is patient
and pennies are plentiful!"
While I was out and about today, I found a penny
on the sidewalk. I stopped and picked it up, and
realized that I had been worrying and fretting in my
mind about things I cannot change. I read the words,
"In God We Trust," and had to smile. "Yes, thank
you God, I get the message!"
It seems that I have been finding an inordinate
number of pennies lately, but then, pennies are
plentiful! And, God is patient. Trusting God with
your life, even when it makes no sense to us, is to
choose to grab hold of the trust he provides us. As
Christian‘s we know the vital connection prayer is to
our God. There is great wisdom and reward for
trusting in our God.
Todd Tunby
Stewardship Chairman
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we are willing to pay for it, even as we are also aware
that on a personal level, for instance, the lines are not
drawn in that manner. When we invite people to
church, we are marketing our church, but we are also
bidding them, above all, to ―come and see‖ what life
God gives in boundless grace. We are holding out our
church and its message as something good, because the
Gospel of Jesus, not because the marketing, is good.
Biblical evangelism is not the expansion of a
membership roster and budget but the preachment of
the Gospel to every creature, all of whom have no
card-carrying pre-requisites to qualify, and without the
requirement that any of them end up being members of
our church. We strive in our church‘s ministry to
emphasize the personal and social relevance of
evangelism. We describe and encourage how to pray,
live and speak the gospel of Jesus to and with ourselves
and our neighbor. When God‘s Spirit moves through
our lives and choices in thought, word, and deed, it is
Good News, and, believe me, there is a lot of
evangelism going on there in a manner that is largely
hidden from the view of any church committee or
program without fanfare, often silent and invisible, but
energetic and effective as heat rising from fire in the
burning bush. To understand that it does, and that it
continues, establishes the foundation of the work in the
congregation, and becomes the rock on which to build
an evangelism structure, including any marketing and
program effort inspired by it.

March On
As a word, ―Evangelism‖ is one of those
religious terms often lost in ambiguity. We grope
when we try to think what it might mean and often risk
the presumption of its meaning, if we have an idea
what it might mean in the first place. And even if we
don‘t presume, it can remain a mystery beyond the
churchly veil. Yet, nearly every Christian church
organization has some version of a ―ministry‖,
―department‖, ―chair‖, or ―committee‖ prefixed by the
word ―evangelism‖. I have been your evangelism
chair on the Church Council, and I have some thoughts
that may be helpful.
In many congregations the word evangelism
has been shaped into describing a method of marketing
the organization for outreach in order to gain
additional members. In this respect, the church behaves
like any business that needs customers. Robert
Schuller, the founder of the first of Orange County‘s
mega-churches, Crystal Cathedral, liked to be quoted
as saying: ―You gotta get ‗em in the door before you
can minister to them.‖ They had to be herded before he
could be heard. His program emphasized church
marketing, and even had a copyright for it, called
―Church Growth‖. It was embodied in everything
from the Sunday presentation to the Crystal
Cathedral‘s annual ―Glory of Christmas‖, phone banks,
books, TV, religious souvenirs, door hangers, and
mass mailings to boot, to name a few. It got the
organization to the goal of lots of members. Even if
the implementation of such programs is expensive in
advertising dollars, it is used widely in many churches
today. Note: its method is content neutral, apart from
savvy churchly wrappings. Also note: the first word in
the root word for ―ev angelism‖ is the English
translation for ―eu angelion‖, meaning ―good‖.
Marketing is neither good nor evil: it can be both.
Clearly, in this sense, marketing is not evangelism.
There is a road less traveled. That is not to say
out of some pious disconnect, that our congregation
does not, and will do no marketing. Contrary. We do
it in print media, internet, Sundays‘ black registration
pads, the inescapable presence of a church buildings
with our corporate name, the unmistakable marquee of
programs and special events, Rally Day, Christmas and
Easter included. We may even want to do more.
Marketing is appropriate and necessary as church
organizations, including our own, grow, in order to
support an expanding ministry through a larger number
of participants and members. Yet, we need to be clear
about what it is and isn‘t, even as we call it
―evangelism‖. We can have any level of it, provided

Herb Niermann, Evangelism Ministry

FINANCIAL NEWS ~ JANUARY 2011
Average January Attendance:
Average Weekly Offering:
Budget Requirement:
Unrestricted Gifts:
Budget:

208 people
$ 7,065/wk
$ 6,5558/wk

Current Month
$35,323
$33,292

YTD
$238,008
$233,044

These are your gifts to the church through general
envelopes and plate offerings; they are used for
operating budget expenses. We are currently 2% over
the Congregation approved budget.
Designated Gifts:
Habitat for Humanity
World Hunger

$
$
$

957
469
488

Church Mortgage Balance: $ 864,236*
*monthly mortgage payment for the classroom
building is paid from the school funds

Thank You For Your Stewardship
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Youth and Children’s Page
by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries

What’s a Gilchrist House?
The second Tuesday of each month the Youth
Groups of Our Savior‘s Lutheran Church, along with
some fantastic volunteer hosts from the
congregation, serve dinner to the residents of
Gilchrist House. This is a wonderful opportunity to
serve and teaches some valuable lessons to everyone
involved.

March 1
HSYG Youth Room 7:00pm
March 2
5th Grade Confirmation 4pm Youth Room
MSYG 6:30pm Youth Room

So just what is this Gilchrist House? Before I became
involved with our youth program I had only heard
the name, but really had no idea what it was all
about.

March 4-6
MSYG Winter Retreat El Camino Pines

Gilchrist House is a transitional family shelter in San
Clemente operated by Family Assistance Ministries.
Residents are allowed to stay at the facility for up to
12 months while they find a job and learn life skills.
The women come from a variety of backgrounds,
including homelessness and domestic abuse. Some
stay as little as three months before ―graduating‖ to
live on their own. More than 400 women and
children have been helped since the shelter was
established in 2003.

March 8
Gilchrist House 6:00pm
HSYG Youth Room 7:00pm

The shelter has recently completed a renovation
made possible by government redevelopment grants
as well as a generous grant from the city. The facility
looks great and you can really see the love that has
gone into it as many of the finishing touches were
provided by volunteers.

March 15
HSYG Youth Room 7:00pm

March 9
5th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm Youth Room
MSYG 6:30pm Youth Room
March 12
Kid‘s Club Cosmic Bowling 4th & 5th Grades
5:00pm

March 16
5th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm Youth Room
MSYG 6:30pm Youth Room
March 20
7th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm Founders Room

I have seen my first set of families graduate and it is
a bittersweet thing to experience. I am happy that
they have reached a point where they are ―ready for
the world‖, but it is also hard to see them go.

March 22
HSYG Youth Room 7:00pm
March 23
5th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm Youth Room
MSYG 6:30pm Youth Room

If anyone is interested in becoming involved with
this outreach ministry, let me know and I‘ll be glad
to give you all of the details. In the mean time the
youth, hosts, and I will continue to serve and
minister to these families as they get their lives
together and hopefully move on to happy, productive
futures.

March 26
OSLS Auction Childcare 5:00pm-11:30pm
March 29
HSYG Youth Room 7:00pm
March 30
5th Grade Confirmation 4:00pm Youth Room
MSYG 6:30pm Youth Room

Sent to Serve,
Bob Cooper,
Youth and Children’s Ministry
7

OSLC FELLOWSHIP
The 40 weekdays,
from Ash Wednesday
until Easter, are
considered to be a
season of abstinence
and penitence in
preparation for Easter.
In observance, we are
going to offer a
traditional soup supper throughout Lent.

Lenten
Soup
Suppers

The soup suppers will be held each Wednesday
evening at 6:00pm from March 16th through April
13th followed by a worship service. This will be a
very special way to gather, to share food and
fellowship and observe the Lenten season.

WHALE WATCHING

Sunday ~ March 20, 2011
2:00pm to 4:00pm
A $5.00 DONATION TO FAM FOR
EVERY TICKET SOLD

If you have any questions or would be interested in
helping or even preparing your favorite soup, please
call Karen Coffee at (949) 388-6705 or e-mail at
coffeemom777@aol.com

$15.00 ~ Adults and Children
(Children 2 yrs and under are free)

We hope that you will join us!

Tickets available between services
or at the church office
Monday–Friday ~ 8:30am to 4:30pm

Contact Karen Coffee
regarding fellowship events at
(949) 388-6705

Name: _____________________________
Phone # ___________________________
E-mail _____________________________
# adult/children tickets ________
Check/Cash amt ___________

Ruth Circle
Tuesday, March 8th 1:00pm-2:30pm
OSLC Founder‘s Room
Anna Circle
Thursday, March 10th 6:30pm-8:00pm
OSLC Founder‘s Room

RETAIL VALUE
$29.00 Adults

Angels Unaware Circle
Monday, March 21st 9:15am-11:00am
at the home of Evey Thomsen 492-2967

$19.00 Children

Martha Circle
Tuesday, March 29th 9:00am-11:00am
at the home of Bonnie Little 369-5762
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OUR SAVIOR’S
Saturday
March 12, 2011
7:00am - 8:30am
Calling all men…..
You are invited to join us for a men's breakfast at
OSLC. RSVP: IainBuchan@cox.net

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:45am ▪ Founder’s Room

Hope you will be able to join us.

Sunday Morning: ―The Gospel of Matthew‖ The
Gospel assigned for the coming church year is the
Gospel of Matthew. Join us for an Adult Bible
Study between worship services in the Founder‘s
room
Each Sunday in March we‘ll look at
Matthew‘s unique way of telling the story of Jesus.

Join the group for a Bike Ride
March 19, 2011
9:00am at Trail 1
For more information contact
Sharon Guilliams at
(949) 842-6391 or email
sguilliams@cox.net

Wednesday Manna Bible Study
Founder’s Room
11:00am to Noon every Wednesday
Midweek Study of Sunday’s lessons: You will get
much more out of worship if you have a chance to
study and look at the Bible readings before hand.
Join us each Wednesday as Pastor Jeff leads us
through an initial reading of Sunday‘s lessons and
ask questions together which might even help shape
the Sunday sermon.

First (Early) Communion
Sign-ups

Wednesday Evening
5:30pm ▪ Founder’s Room

A Place for You is the curriculum we use to look at
what holy communion means, why Jesus gave us
this meal, and what it means to be a part of God‘s
family and eat at the Lord‘s table. Each class is
mandatory for child and at least one parent or
guardian. The classes are fast paced and stress one
point and active learning exercises. We‘ll meet at
3pm each Sunday for approximately 1.5 hours.
Early communion classes are geared toward 3rd and
4th grade; however children younger or older may
participate. Those with older or younger children
are asked to communicate directly with Pastor Jeff
as to particulars of the class. First Communion is
celebrated on Maundy Thursday April 21st at 7pm.

The Gospel of Matthew
(WNE = Wednesday Night Edition!) Join us as
we take an up close look at the Gospel of Matthew.
This study will go deeper than our Sunday Morning
Study and will help us understand how Matthew
understands Jesus and what that means for us today.
Our final parent and confirmand
evening will Sunday, March
20th from 4pm – 7pm in the
Founder‘s Room.
We‘ll be
looking at what it is to be a
―Lutheran‖ Christian and will
watch parts of the 2003 Film
―Luther.‖
We‘ll also take a look at the final
schedule for the year including your interview
assignments.

Sign-up in the Narthex starting March 6th.
Dates: Sunday, April 3 ~ 3:00pm
Sunday, April 10 ~ 3:00pm
First Communion will be celebrated on
Maundy Thursday ~ April 21st at 7:00pm
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS
Our 9th Annual PENNIES AND PEANUT BUTTER DRIVE for
SECOND HARVEST FOOD BANK OF ORANGE COUNTY
MARCH 1—31

Please donate pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters, and dollars. Collection boxes are located
in the narthex and classrooms. Make checks payable to OSLC, memo: Food Drive.
Food items most needed:
Hot & Cold Cereals
Canned Fruit, Vegetables & Juices Chili
Mac & Cheese
Pasta, Rice & Beans
Beef Stew
NO GLASS PLEASE!

Peanut Butter & Jelly
Canned Meat & Tuna

All donations will be taken to Second Harvest Food Bank‘s food distribution center in Irvine.
Food pantries, including FAM, rely on Second Harvest to supplement local donations. Cash
donations help supply perishable foods and fund meal programs that target those at most risk
for hunger: children and senior citizens.
―The Feinstein Foundation will match a portion of every $1 & every pound of food donated to
Second Harvest during the months of March and April.‖
Join the Hunger Challenge! Donate at least one item each week.

Social Concerns Ministry Meeting

SATURDAY, MARCH 26. 9-11 a.m.

Monday, March 7, 7pm. Founders Room.
Our meetings are open to all. Come with an
open heart and help us bring servant
opportunities to aid our neighbors near and
far to the congregation. We‘d love to hear
your ideas, and we‘d love to have your
helping hand on one of our projects this year. Contact
Marlene Fitzhugh, marlene.fitzhugh@gmail.com or
212-1831.

BEACH CLEAN-UP — Riviera Beach
(Meet just past the bridge)

Beach clean-ups are planned for the last
Saturday of every month. A great way to
serve our community. Come for an hour
or two. Contact Marlene Fitzhugh.
 April 30—T-Street
 May 28—San Clemente Pier
 June 25—Riviera Beach

SUNDAY, MARCH 27
BLOOD DRIVE—8am to noon
Heidi Works will be take appointments on Sunday mornings or contact her at hsworks@cox.net or
361-5179. If you are a healthy candidate for blood donation, your gift of blood will save lives.
WORLD MALARIA DAY CHALLENGE: BASKETS for BEDNETS—Between services in the courtyard
Pick up a basketball & see how many free throws you can sink in 45 seconds. Prizes in all age categories. Details soon.
Start practicing!
Every 45 seconds a child dies from malaria, but just $10 will purchase an
insecticide treated bed net that will protect a family of four for up to five years.
Sometimes the best solutions are the simplest ones.
Come join the fun as we learn and save lives. Free will donations will be accepted
to purchase bed nets through the Lutheran Malaria Initiative for Nothing but Nets.
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INVISIBLE CHILDREN presents The Congo Tour
Sunday, March 6, 6:00pm—7:30pm
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

Free Admission—Open to the Public
In 2003, three young filmmakers traveled to Africa in search of a story. What
they discovered was Joseph Kony and the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army
terrorizing the people of northern Uganda in a most horrific way—by kidnapping
their children and forcing them into service as child soldiers, killing and
terrorizing their own families and communities. Jason, Laren, and Bobby came
home determined to do something. They made a film and founded Invisible
Children.
The Congo Tour features:

Tony, IC’s latest film, the story of a child survivor then and now

&
Peter King, a member of IC’s Ugandan team, who will share his story
and current work as a mentor in IC’s student scholarship program

Invisible Children is a social, political and global movement using the transformative power of story to change lives. Their
documentary films inspire audiences to action. Their mission is to stop Kony’s war, rescue former child soldiers, and establish
economic and educational initiatives to help these victims of war rebuild their lives.
IC has 12 teams travelling all over the country on this spring tour for the next four months. We are very excited to be the only
south Orange County venue on the current schedule.
Please join us. Bring a friend. You will be inspired!

(Caution: The screening will contain some images and descriptions of violence suffered by children. It is appropriate for adults,
high schoolers and mature eighth graders. If you’d like more information, contact Linda Howard, howardtully@cox.net or
949.422.5258.)







THANK YOU…
To everyone who donated toilet paper for Gilchrist
House. Look how much we gave!

To the ladies who knit and crocheted red scarves for
Orphans of America, blue scarves for the Special
Olympics winter games, and infant hats for Save the
Children‘s Caps for Good campaign.
To the Firelight kids and moms who made fleece
blankets for the homeless.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
HOMEOWNERSHIP OPPORTUNITY
Habitat for Humanity of Orange County is
looking for families to purchase affordable
homes in Lake Forest and Mission Viejo.
This is a unique opportunity to purchase a
completely renovated two-bedroom
townhome. If you know a family that earns
50 - 80% of the median income in Orange County,
Habitat would love to talk to them.
Information, including downloadable fliers,
is available on the Habitat OC website at
http://www.habitatoc.org/page.aspx?pid=485,
or by contacting Family Services at
familyservices@habitatoc.org or (714) 434-6200 x227.
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ELCA NEWS SERVICE - February 3, 2011
ELCA Missionaries Left Egypt with Mixed Feelings, Look Forward to Return
11-013-JB
CHICAGO (ELCA) - The Rev. Peter C. Johnson, one of 10 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
missionaries and family members evacuated from Egypt this week, said the group left the country reluctantly, well
aware of the colleagues and friends they left behind who eagerly await their return.
The 10 missionaries and family members are now in St. Paul, Minn., their temporary home until they are able to
return to their assignments when the crisis in Egypt subsides. Members of Nokomis Heights Lutheran Church,
Minneapolis, a congregation Johnson previously served, met the missionaries at the airport. Members also provided
the missionaries with supplies and personal items, such as winter coats. Members of Roseville (Minn.) Lutheran
Church, longtime sponsors ELCA missionaries and the apartments the missionaries are staying at, also provided
support.
Johnson, an ELCA pastor who serves as pastor of St. Andrew's United Church and director of St. Andrew's
Refugee Ministries, Cairo, Egypt, said in an interview with ELCA News that during their last few days in Egypt,
the missionaries experienced "many instances of friendship, companionship and well-wishing" from Egyptians.
Egyptians who know the missionaries didn't want them to leave, Johnson said. "They understood why we were
leaving, but they were also looking forward to us returning," he said.
Johnson said the missionaries were never threatened directly during the past week but were subject to the
general chaos in the city. "We heard gunfire in our neighborhoods. There were times when we were insecure and
even afraid for sure," he said.
"But there were mixed feelings about leaving," Johnson said. "We're called to serve in the context. Always in
these circumstances we leave people behind -- people who are friends and colleagues, people we've learned to love
and work with. We feel that our departing was necessary, to take time to let things simmer down before returning to
the context."
While the missionaries are in St. Paul, they will debrief their experiences with ELCA Chicago-based staff and
counselors, meet with sponsors and visit congregations to tell their stories. They will also share information about
the ELCA's ministry in Egypt, which serves the local Christian community and the refugee population, Johnson
said.
"We hold in prayer those primary places of engagement, but we also are hopeful that the process that is
underway in Egypt can be a peaceful struggle," Johnson said. "In all of the congregations we visit, we will offer
prayers for peaceful discernment that can further develop. We think about and hold in prayer our friends who
remain and were unable to evacuate. We think about those people in Egypt who are even more vulnerable now."
In the past week, Johnson said the missionaries received many messages from ELCA members and others via
phone, e-mail and social media channels.
"There has been a tremendous outpouring of support for all of us. That's been a real gift," he said. Johnson said
he even heard from a former refugee from Egypt now living in Winnipeg, Manitoba.
Johnson said the missionaries were also grateful for the assistance provided by members of Nokomis Heights
Lutheran Church. The congregation sponsors the Johnsons and other ELCA missionaries, providing financial
support through the ELCA, he said.
Nokomis Heights is located near the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport. Members, who have been
watching events in Egypt closely in the past week, quickly organized to provide for the missionaries' needs when
they arrived, said the Rev. Susan K. Debner, pastor of Nokomis Heights. The congregation stands ready to assist as
long as the missionaries are in St. Paul, she said in an interview.
"We're ready to be 'family,'" Debner said.
The congregation has a tradition of laying hands on newly baptized members, confirmands and others, and
praying for them, Debner said. "As a way of engaging the congregation, we had stand-ins (for the missionaries) last
Sunday and we prayed for them. We named everyone we could and prayed for all we can. Our prayers are being
answered beautifully because we know they're safe. We prayed for all of Egypt and the communities the ELCA
serves."
The 10 ELCA missionaries and family members left Cairo Feb. 1 with other U.S. citizens on a U.S. State
Department charter flight. The missionaries were among hundreds of U.S. citizens who were advised by the U.S.
government to leave the country amid escalating protests against the government of Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak. With the ELCA group was a missionary of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), an ELCA full communion
partner church.
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OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL NEWS
March 2011
History Day

Bruce Hale—March 1st

his year‘s fifth grade students had the
opportunity to become historians as they
participated in a research oriented project known as
National History Day. More than 600,000 motivated
elementary, middle, and high school students nationwide participate in this themed event on an annual
basis. This year's theme is ―Debate and Diplomacy
in History.‖ Each school site selects student projects
to compete with schools from across the county,
public and private, for the chance to represent
Orange County at the state level in May. Four
students will represent Our Savior‘s at the county
level in March: Jessica Cramm, Kacie Faris, Lauren
McCaffrey, and Gabrielle Wilson. Please join us in
congratulating our school champions and wishing
them well at the county level.

Welcome author and illustrator, Bruce
Hale to OSLS! Bruce Hale is an awardwinning author and illustrator of more
than 25 books for young readers
including the popular Chet Gecko
Mysteries and his Hawaiian-style
children‘s books starring Moki the surfing gecko.
Our students are busy learning about Bruce Hale and
his books in their classrooms.

T

Assembly Schedule:
8:35-9:20 am, 3rd, 4th & 5th grade
9:35-10:20 am, Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd grades
Family members of OSLS students are welcome to
attend this event. Mr. Hale will be signing student
copies of his books following the assemblies.

Speech & Hearing Screening
Abramson Audiology and
Speechnet will be on campus 3/14 &
3/15 to provide a Speech & Hearing
Screening to all students who
register in advance. The screening includes an
evaluation of hearing abilities and middle ear
function in both ears. Also speech, language,
voice and fluency will be evaluated. Parents
will receive a written report and an explanation
of the results after the test.

Featured Meet the Masters artist is Paul Gauguin
(1848-1903).
Paul Gauguin had a tragic friendship with Vincent
van Gogh. When that friendship ended, Gauguin
traveled to the south seas in search of an unspoiled
paradise. There he captured the tropical beauty and
peaceful life in his colorful paintings. Our children
will recreate his style using oil pastels on black
paper.

Pennies and Peanut Butter Food Drive
to Benefit Second Harvest Food Bank
Our Savior‘s school families will join with the
church families in collecting
coins, currency and canned
goods for Second Harvest
Food Bank during the month
of March.
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Lutheran Schools Week
(March 7th –11th)
During Lutheran Schools Week, ELEA schools and early childhood education
centers will be “Sharing the Love of Jesus.” Our Savior’s will be celebrating this
special week in the
following ways:






Monday, 3/7-classrooms will decorate their doors with ideas centered around the week’s theme
Tuesday, 3/8-”Luther Pops” will be served by Principal Shaw at lunch
Wednesday, 3/9-Pastor Jeff will deliver a chapel message around the theme of the week
Thursday, 3/10-students can wear crazy socks and style their hair crazy
Friday, 3/11-Grandparents Day

Grandparents Day

Friday, March 11, 2011

A very special day to honor those we cherish
Schedule of Events
9:30 am - doors open for Chapel Program
10:00 am - 10:45 am Chapel Program

10:45 - 11:15 am Reception in the Courtyard
11:15 - 12:00 pm Classroom Visits

The Chancy and Bruce School Readiness Screening will be offered here on campus on
3/21 & 3/22. The screening is a very useful tool that provides parents with the following
information:





What development is necessary for school success?
Is my child‘s development at a level to meet with continued success?
What is today‘s classroom like?
What information should I have before I decide to enroll my child in school?

Being age-eligible for entrance into school and being developmentally ready to meet with school
success are two entirely different matters. Before entering school there are certain levels of skill
development and social maturity a child must attain if the school experience is to be a successful
one. The areas tested include: auditory, visual, memory, gross motor and fine motor skills,
reasoning, comprehension and
social-emotional maturity.
This screening is required for admission into our Kindergarten. The test results will be
distributed and explained at a parent workshop on Monday, 4/11, at 7:00pm.
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OSLC Football
Pick-em Nail Biter!
Here's a big shout-out to
everyone who participated in
the 2010-11 OSLC Pro
Fooball Pick-em. It was a lot
of fun cheering on our teams
and it sure makes the NFL season more interesting. If
you didn't participate this year we are saving a spot for
you this fall 2011! Join in on the fun and try to get patio
bragging rights on Sunday morning! Last year‘s first
place champion Steve Kos was headed for another come
back championship--but was edged out by "The
Boyfriend" who had identical winning percentage but
better tie-breaker picks.
Here are the final standings:
1-The Boyfriend
2-Eliminator
3-burly hag
4-RozBuds
5-Andrew is Awesome
6-toledoflash
7-Pat
8-pushemback
9-Aaron's picks of Destruction
10-The Waterboy's fusball picks
11-kellycharger
12-Last Place Picks
13-Trigger
14-Raiderfitz
15-wilson
16-Waldo142
17-Dumb Blonde

Daylight Savings Begins
Sunday, March 13th
Don’t forget to set your
clocks ahead one hour
Saturday night, March 12th.
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KID’S
COLUMN
MARCH 2011

March 2011
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

2

7:00am Mayor’s
Prayer Breakfast
@ SC Community
Center

11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR
4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR
5:00 Pizza Dinner
5:30 Firelight Children’s
Program, Sanctuary
5:30 Adult Bible Study,
FR
6:30 MSYG, YR
6:45 Celebration Singers,
FR
7:15 6th Grade Conf.,
Sanctuary

7:00 HSYG, YR

1st Sunday
of the month

Last Sunday
of each month

6 “World Hunger”

7

8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Sunday School,
Adult Ed., Bells

9:00 PTF
Meeting

10:30 Classic
Worship
MSYG Returns
6:00pm Movie @
OSLC ―Invisible
Children‖

7:00 Social
Concerns, FR

13

14

8
1:00 Ruth Circle,
FR
6:00 Gilchrist
House, HSYG
6:30 Council
Meeting, FR
7:00 HSYG, YR

15
7:00 HSYG, YR
6:30 School
Board Mtg, FR

8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Sunday School,
Adult Ed., Jubilee
Bells

10:30 Classic
Worship

20 Spring Begins
8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Sunday School,
Adult Ed., Jubilee
Bells

10:30 Classic
Worship

21
9:15 Angels
Unaware Circle,
Evey Thomsen

22
7:00-8:30 HSYG,
YR

2:00 Whale Watching
4:00 Confirmation
Class

27 “Habitat for
Humanity”
World Malaria Day
Sent to Serve Sunday
8:00 Blood Drive
8:30 Bold Worship
9:30 Sunday School,
Adult Ed., Jubilee
Bells
10:30 Classic
Worship

28

Wed

29
9:00 Martha
Circle, Bonnie
Little
7:00 HSYG, YR

Thu
3

9

16

AT EL CAMINO PINES

23

30
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1/2 Day School

7:00 Men’s
Breakfast
@OSLC

Grandparent’s Day

18

8:45 MOPS
6:00 Celebration
Singers, Sanc

25

16

26
9:00 Beach Clean-Up
@ Riviera

8:45 MOPS
6:00 Celebration
Singers, Sanc

5:00 OSLS Auction
Childcare
5:30 OSLS Spring
Party

31

11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR
4:00 5th Gr Conf., YR
5:00-5:30 Pizza Dinner
5:30-6:30 Firelight
Children’s Prog
5:30-6:30 Adult Bible
Study, Room 1
6:00 Lenten Soup
Supper, FR
6:30-8:00 MSYG YR
6:45 Lenten Worship,
Sanctuary

19
9:00 OSLC Bike
Ride

24

11:00 Manna Bible
Study, FR
4:00 5th Gr Conf., YR
5:00-5:30 Pizza Dinner
5:30-6:30 Firelight
Children’s Prog
5:30-6:30 Adult Bible
Study, Room 1
6:00 Lenten Soup
Supper, FR
6:30-8:00 MSYG YR
6:45 Lenten Worship,
Sanctuary

11

6:30 Anna
Circle, FR

17

11:00 Manna Bible Study,
FR
4:00 5th Gr Conf., YR
5:00-5:30 Pizza Dinner
5:30-6:30 Firelight
Children’s Prog
5:30-6:30 Adult Bible
Study, Room 1
6:00 Lenten Soup Supper,
FR
6:30-8:00 MSYG YR
6:45 Lenten Worship,
Sanctuary

5

MSYG WINTER RETREAT

8:45 MOPS

11:00-Noon Manna
Bible Study, FR
6:30 MSYG, YR
All other Wednesday
Night Activities will
not meet.

4

Sat

8:45 MOPS

10

7:00pm - Ash
Wednesday Worship

Fri

8:45 MOPS
6:00 Celebration
Singers, Sanc

Holy Communion
Served
every Sunday
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church & School
~ The Messenger ~
March 2011
“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve”
WORSHIP HOURS
8:30am ~ Bold Worship
9:30am ~ Sunday School, Adult Education, Jubilee Bells
10:30am ~ Classic Worship
Nursery Care available all morning for children 4 and under!
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