
 

  

The above was the title of a Blog that caught my eye 

this past month.  It immediately reminded me of the 

famous story of W.C. Fields, a self confessed atheist 

who was once caught reading the Bible:  ―Just 

looking for loopholes,‖ he said!   The blog attached 

to the title above recounted the story of a young man 

who went to see a pastor as a committed atheist only 

to realize that his rejection of God was not based on 

God; but on the God that had been presented to him 

by those who purport to speak for God.  The young 

man actually becomes a follower of Jesus and asks 

the question above.   It really is a deep and profound 

question of faith. 

 

What I think is behind this question is whether or not 

I can hold personal beliefs that conflict with what is 

often touted as the ―Official Christian Stance.‖  Is it 

okay to believe that God doesn‘t cause cancer, car 

wrecks and other catastrophes?  It is okay to agree 

with that most famous astronomer, Galileo that "the 

Holy Spirit intended to teach us in the Bible how to 

go to heaven, not how the heavens go?"  Is it okay for 

a Christian to not take everything in the Bible 

literally and to conclude with St. Augustine, that 

reason is also a gift from God?  Can a Christian have 

doubts about God and at times feel as if God is 

nowhere to be seen?   Is it okay for a Christian to 

learn from others and be open to the experiences and 

insights of different religions and beliefs?   Can 

followers of Jesus come to different conclusions on 

issues of ethics and morality, on things like the Death 

Penalty and Stem Cell research? 

 

I‘m not going to answer the questions, but I think 

they are questions that many people ask and the fear 

of how they might be answered keeps many people 

away from faith or at least away from the church!  

And that is tragic.  As far as I‘ve been able to 

ascertain there is only one prerequisite for being a 

Christian and that is seeing in the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, God‘s fullest revelation 

to the world.   As Christians first and foremost we 

hold to Christ, we cling to Christ, we see in Jesus the 

way, the truth and the life.  What‘s funny is that 

many of the things that we assume define a 

‗Christian‖ Jesus never talked about!   However, 

Jesus did have a lot to say about loving your 

neighbor, about repentance, humility, mercy, 

forgiveness, righteousness, using your gifts and the 

kingdom of God. 

 

So, what‘s the least you can believe and still be a 

Christian: Jesus is Lord!  But let's be honest, that‘s a 

lot and often takes a lifetime to fully discover.  

 

Peace!    

Pastor Jeff 

“Year of Serving” 

The Messenger ~ February 2011 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School  ▪ San Clemente, California 

“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve” 
 

“WHAT’S THE LEAST YOU CAN BELIEVE AND STILL BE A CHRISTIAN?” 

FEBRUARY 27th  

IS SENT TO SERVE SUNDAY 

Educators, Students and Teachers,  

Artists, Performers, Scientists 

 

I f you are involved in education as a teacher, 

administrator, staff, support personnel, student, 

provider, publishing, vendor, artist, performer, 

musician, graphic design, scientist, researcher, 

environmentalist, or any other vocation or pursuit 

that is connected to Education, the Arts and Science, 

then this is a day to lift up your work on behalf of 

God‘s good creation! 

(see page 10 for more information about this date and 

future Sent to Serve Sunday dates.)  

You may also visit our website at:  

http://www.oursaviorsonline.net/events/special-events  

http://www.oursaviorsonline.net/events/special-events
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WHAT ABOUT HAITI? WHERE DID THE MONEY GO? 

ELCA NEWS SERVICE -- January 12, 2011 

ELCA Continues Long-Term Relief Effort in Haiti 

11-005-JB 

 

CHICAGO (ELCA) -- The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA) continues to be actively engaged in Haiti, concentrating its 

efforts on a multiyear rebuilding effort there one year after a devastating 

earthquake struck. The church's efforts include meeting human needs by providing food, water, temporary 

shelter and medical supplies while focusing on longer-term efforts such as responding to housing needs, and 

providing educational and income-generating opportunities. 

     Members of the ELCA gave more than $12.6 million for relief and recovery in Haiti after the earthquake, 

said the Rev. Daniel Rift, director of the ELCA World Hunger Appeal. Through Jan. 12, about $4.2 million 

has been spent for work in Haiti and for Haitians who were sent to the United States for medical care, he said. 

     On January 12, 2010, a magnitude 7.0 earthquake hit the island nation, especially in the south-central part 

of the country near the capital of Port-au-Prince. The quake resulted in the deaths of nearly 250,000 people, 

injured 300,000 people and resulted in more than 1.5 million displaced people, most of whom are still living in 

camps. 

     The ELCA provided relief through partner organizations on the ground, including the Lutheran Church in 

Haiti; The Lutheran World Federation-Haiti; the ACT Alliance, Geneva; Church World Service, New York; 

and Lutheran World Relief, Baltimore. Funds provided health kits, mosquito nets, blankets, tents, tarps, quilts, 

clean water systems and sanitation equipment. Truck convoys brought in medical supplies during the first few 

weeks after the disaster.  

     In addition Lutheran Services Florida helped Haitian-Americans who had been delayed by the earthquake 

to return to the United States. Lutheran Services Georgia coordinated a care program for family members of 

Haitians brought to the United States for medical care. 

     As part of its long-term strategy today, the ELCA is working primarily through the Lutheran Church in 

Haiti and The Lutheran World Federation-Haiti, said the Rev. Rafael Malpica Padilla, executive director, 

ELCA Global Mission.   

     "We are committed to accompanying the people of Haiti as they rebuild their nation, their lives and their 

livelihoods," he said. "Given local conditions it will take us a little bit longer than we anticipated to 

accomplish the outcomes we set as a response to the earthquake."   

     He said the ELCA is working with its partners on a number of specific projects: 

+ Rebuilding of homes: Working with the Lutheran World Federation, Malpica Padilla said the ELCA is 

providing funds to rebuild, but there are challenges with this project, particularly in Port-au-Prince. A 

significant issue that has emerged is lack of land titles and the right to build on that land, he said. Malpica 

Padilla met with the chief economist of the government of Haiti on this topic. "The money is there. The people 

in need are there. But we cannot build a house on land where the person is not the title holder," he said. 

+ Skills training: Working with the Lutheran Church in Haiti, Malpica Padilla said ELCA funds are helping to 

fund training for skills in trades such as masonry and carpentry.  Another project aims to provide income 

generation opportunities through agricultural production. 

+ Education: In partnership with The Lutheran World Federation-Haiti, ELCA funds provided temporary 

schools to continue the education of youth and provide stability. 

+ Health: The ELCA provided funds to help educate people about cholera prevention, and it has sent funds to 

provide clean water systems in response to the cholera outbreak. The ELCA continues to respond to cholera-

related health concerns, working with partners to deploy four mobile health teams to treat those that are ill and 

Information about the ELCA's response to the disaster in Haiti one year later is at 

http://www.ELCA.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/Disaster-Response/Ongoing-

Responses/Haiti-Earthquake.aspx on the ELCA Web site.   

http://www.ELCA.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/Disaster-Response/Ongoing-Responses/Haiti-Earthquake.aspx
http://www.ELCA.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/Disaster-Response/Ongoing-Responses/Haiti-Earthquake.aspx
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February Birthdays, Anniversaries & More 

www.oursaviorsonline.com  

~ Birthdays ~ 

~ Anniversaries ~ 

Chris & Debbie Garcia 2-2 

Pat & M‘Liz Kelly  2-4 

Marty & Claudine Shira 2-10 

Todd & Tandi Hornsby 2-17 

Dennis & Heidi Works 2-19 

Casey & Kathy Berens 2-20 

Jim & Elsa Keisker  2-22 

Dennis & Kiana Breshears 2-23 

Martha Lorimer  2-1 

Ian Ayers   2-3 

Tristen Plail   2-3 

Julia Schrofer   2-4 

Don Clinebell   2-5 

Eric Baker   2-6 

Grace Buchan   2-6 

Brennan Clinebell  2-6 

Kelly Frohner   2-6 

Bonnie Little   2-6 

Susan Ritschel   2-7 

Heidi Works   2-7 

Tracy Kruse   2-8 

Hannah Lawrence  2-8 

Dax Hanson   2-9 

Joel Hoffmeister  2-9 

Charla Rayl   2-9 

Betty Prebihalo  2-10 

Kay Wilson   2-12 

Brent Davies   2-15 

Shane Aitken   2-17 

Samantha Bourgeois  2-17 

Reaghan Mulligan  2-18 

Mamie Lorimer  2-19 

Jennifer Berschauer  2-20 

Maddie Gabira  2-20 

Lisa Copenhaver  2-22 

Elizabeth Schmall  2-22 

Kay Davidson   2-23 

Shane Hansen   2-23 

Joan Cooper   2-24 

Kelly Howie   2-24 

Trisha Marzolo  2-25 

Rebecca Menke  2-25 

Linda Butkus   2-27 

Nathan Tully   2-28 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank the following young people 

who faithfully turned in their ―Kids are Stewards 

Too‖ forms from our fall stewardship campaign‖ 

Grace Marie Buchan 

Griffin Buchan 

Kalani Fitzhugh 

Bronson Gabira 

Maddie Gabira 

Cali Hoye 

Masen Karsten 

Rennie Karsten 

K.C. Kelly 

Camden Kos 

Zac Krogman 

Kylie Martin 

Pierce Martin 

Riley Martin 

Kyle Merrill 

Matthew Merrill 

Dane Olbrich 

Jolyon Olmstead 

Piper Olmstead 

Tristan Olmstead 

Myla Pert 

Zane Pert 

Tristen Plail 

Nicholas Reyes 

Devlin James Rowe 

Shanna Rowe 

Annika Salwender 

Joshua Salwender 

Timothy Skipper 

Avery Wilcox 

Gared Wilcox 

Savannah Wilcox 

Brandon Young 

Justin Young 
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February 2011 Music Notes  

D uring the month of February, many people look 

forward to expressing love on the 14th.  

Although I am no Greek scholar (we‘ll leave that up to 

Pastor Jeff), I found an article on Wikipedia about love 

that I thought was interesting. 

 

There are several Greek words for love, as the Greek 

language distinguishes how the word is used. Ancient 

Greek has four distinct words for love: agápe, éros, 

philía, and storgē. However, as with other languages, it 

has been historically difficult to separate the meanings 

of these words. Nonetheless, the senses in which these 

words were generally used are given below. 

 

 Agápe (ἀγάπη agápē[1]) means "love" (brotherly 

love) in modern day Greek, such as in the term s'agapo 

(Σ'αγαπώ), which means "I love you". In Ancient 

Greek, it often refers to a general affection or deeper 

sense of "true love" rather than the attraction suggested 

by "eros". Agape is used in the biblical passage known 

as the "love chapter", 1 Corinthians 13, and is 

described there and throughout the New Testament as 

sacrificial love. Agape is also used in ancient texts to 

denote feelings for a good meal, one's children, and the 

feelings for a spouse. It can be described as the feeling 

of being content or holding one in high regard. 

 Éros (ἔρως érōs[2]) is passionate love, with sensual 

desire and longing. The Modern Greek word "erotas" 

means "intimate love;" however, eros does not have to 

be sexual in nature. Eros can be interpreted as a love 

for someone whom you love more than the philia, love 

of friendship. It can also apply to dating relationships 

as well as marriage. Plato refined his own definition: 

Although eros is initially felt for a person, with 

contemplation it becomes an appreciation of the beauty 

within that person, or even becomes appreciation of 

beauty itself. Plato does not talk of physical attraction 

as a necessary part of love, hence the use of the word 

platonic to mean, "without physical attraction." Plato 

also said eros helps the soul recall knowledge of 

beauty, and contributes to an understanding of spiritual 

truth. Lovers and philosophers are all inspired to seek 

truth by eros. The most famous ancient work on the 

subject of eros is Plato's Symposium, which is a 

discussion among the students of Socrates on the nature 

of eros. 

 Philia (υιλία philía[3]) means friendship in modern 

Greek. It is a dispassionate virtuous love, a concept 

developed by Aristotle. It includes loyalty to friends, 

February Firelight Fun Facts! 
 

F irelight is off to a great start again with the new year 

and there is so much happening.  Please mark your 

calendars with these events and also come be a part of 

Firelight and . . .  bring a friend!  Firelight is open to all 

children 4 years old through 5th grade.  If you fit into that 

category . . . then I‘m reaching out to you.  We meet each 

Wednesday from 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm.  There is also an 

Adult Bible study going on at that time so there is 

something for the whole family.  Don‘t have time to get 

dinner ready?  We also serve a pizza/salad dinner at from 

5:00 pm – 5:30 pm for only $ 3.00! 

 

Here‘s the schedule . . . 

 

 Wednesday nights 5:30pm – 6:30pm – Firelight 

meets. 

 Sunday, February 6, 8:30am – Firelight sings at our 

church service 

 Sunday, March 6, 8:30am – Firelight will ―Ring and 

Sing‖ with bells/chimes 

 Easter Sunday – Firelight Sings! 

. . . and more! 

 

Firelight is not the church‘s program . . . it‘s your 

program.  Be a part of Firelight. 
 

God’s peace be with you. 

Mr. Bob 

 

 

family, and community, and requires virtue, equality 

and familiarity. In ancient texts, philos denoted a 

general type of love, used for love between family, 

between friends, a desire or enjoyment of an activity, 

as well as between lovers. 

 Storge (στοργή storgē[4]) means "affection" in 

ancient and modern Greek. It is natural affection, like 

that felt by parents for offspring. Rarely used in ancient 

works, and then almost exclusively as a descriptor of 

relationships within the family. It is also known to 

express mere acceptance or putting up with situations, 

as in "loving" the tyrant. 

 

So, share some love – in words, service, humility or 

hospitality. Because God is love.  

 

In His Service, 

Karen Skipper, Director of Music 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Love
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Love
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agape
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_words_for_love#cite_note-0#cite_note-0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eros_(concept)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_words_for_love#cite_note-1#cite_note-1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plato
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Platonic_love
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soul
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Symposium_(Plato)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socrates
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_words_for_love#cite_note-2#cite_note-2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aristotle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Storge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_words_for_love#cite_note-3#cite_note-3
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Youth and Children’s Page 

by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry 

This Little Light  

We are very blessed here at Our Savior‘s to have a 

very nice, spacious, and festive room for our youth 

groups to gather in. For those who may not have seen 

it, it is painted in many bright colors, a different one 

for each wall, it is quite a sight. We also have a pool 

table, refrigerator, big screen T.V., and many 

couches; it is a really comfortable place. If you have 

never had the chance to see it, come by and check it 

out any Tuesday or Wednesday evening. 

 

The only ―problem‖ with it is the lighting, you see 

the room was formerly a classroom and comes with 

standard fluorescent classroom lighting. That 

lighting is great for playing games or reading but not 

the best ambiance for opening up and sharing your 

love with God and each other. 

 

In an attempt to make it more ―living room‖ than 

―classroom‖  We have brought in some table lamps 

and use those when we need a little softer lighting. 

What a difference the lighting makes!  When sharing 

our thoughts or wishes, when praying or praising, or 

when just watching a DVD on the big screen the 

lighting makes all the difference. 

 

As we enter the season of epiphany, I am reminded 

that we celebrate Jesus Christ as the light of the 

world. Yes indeed, the lighting makes all the 

difference! 
 

Love and Light, 

Bob Cooper 

Youth and Children’s Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 1 

HSYG Youth Room 7pm 
 

February 2 

5th Grade Confirmation 4pm Youth Room 

Spaghetti Dinner 5pm 

Firelight - Hunger Games Edition 5:30pm 

MSYG 6:30pm Youth Room 
 

February 6 

Souper Bowl Sunday 

Youth & Children‘s Committee Mtg. 
 

February 8 

Gilchrist House 6pm 

HSYG Youth Room 7pm 
 

February 9 

5th Grade Confirmation 4pm Youth Room 

Firelight Children's Program 5:30pm 

MSYG 6:30pm Youth Room 
 

February 12 

HSYG Valentine‘s Childcare Fundraiser 

5pm-11pm (see page 10) 
 

February 13 

HSYG Carwash Fundraiser (see pg 9) 
 

February 15 

HSYG Youth Room 7pm 
 

February 16 

5th Grade Confirmation 4pm Youth Room 

Firelight Children's Program 5:30pm 

MSYG 6:30pm Youth Room 
 

February 22 

HSYG Youth Room 7pm 
 

February 23 

5th Grade Confirmation 4pm Youth Room 

Firelight Children's Program 5:30pm 

MSYG 6:30pm Youth Room 
 

February 25 - 27 

HS Winter Retreat @ El Camino Pines 
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 from your Valentine." 

      That note started the custom of exchanging love 

notes on Valentine's Day.  It was written on the day 

he died, February 14, 269 A.D.  Now, every year on 

this day, people remember.  But most importantly, 

they think about love and friendship.  And when they 

think of Emperor Claudius, they remember how he 

tried to stand in the way of love, and they laugh -- 

because they know that love can't be beaten! 

      We know love is very important. The bible tells 

us in, 1 John 3:18, My children, our love should not 

be only words and talk. Our love must be true love. 

And we should show that love by what we do. St. 

Valentine backed up his belief with action.  He 

continued to perform marriage ceremonies even 

though he knew he could die for doing it.  And he is 

not the only one.  God showed His love for us before 

we were even born. He did this for every one of us. 

Our words have to match our actions if we really 

mean them.  Romans 5 verse 8 tells us, But Christ 

died for us while we were still sinners. In this way 

God shows his great love for us. But how do we 

show our love for Him?  The Bible tells us lots of 

ways we can show God our love, since he has first 

loved us. When we listen carefully to what the Bible 

tells us, we learn that we can love God best by loving 

other people.  It means to go out in our daily lives 

and treat people the way we want to be treated, with 

love. We know God loves us from the way He 

treated us from the very beginning.  Let‘s show God 

how much we love Him, by loving others. 

 

HAPPY VALENTINES DAY!!!! 
 

Peace and Love to All, 

Todd Tunby,  

Stewardship Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Dear God,   

Thank you for letting me be your Valentine.  Amen 

 

      That‘s right it‘s Valentine‘s Day this month.  If a 

person is your Valentine that means they are the one 

you love the best!  Now, let me tell you the story of 

h o w  V a l e n t i n e ‘ s  D a y  s t a r t e d ?   

There was a priest by the name of Valentine.  He 

lived in Rome about 250 AD.  At that time, Rome 

was ruled by an emperor by the name of 

Claudius.  Some people called him Claudius the 

Cruel.  St. Valentine didn't like Emperor Claudius, 

and he wasn't the only one!  A lot of people felt the 

same way.  Claudius wanted a big army.  He thought 

men should volunteer to join.  Many men just did not 

want to fight in wars.  They did not want to leave 

their wives and girlfriends.  So, not many men signed 

up to fight.  This made Claudius mad.  So do you 

know what he did? He had a crazy idea that if men 

were not married, they would not mind joining his 

army.  So Claudius decided not to allow any more 

marriages.  Young people thought his new law was 

really cruel. Valentine thought it was 

ridiculous!  One of his favorite jobs as a priest was to 

marry people. 

      Well after Emperor Claudius passed his law, he 

kept on performing marriage ceremonies – but 

secretly.  He would whisper the words of the 

ceremony, while listening for soldiers on the steps 

outside.  One night, he did hear footsteps.  The 

couple he was marrying escaped, but he was caught 

and he was thrown in jail and told that his 

punishment was death.  St. Valentine tried to stay 

cheerful.  And do you know what happened?  Many 

young people came to the jail to visit him.  They 

threw flowers and notes up to his window.  They 

wanted him to know that they, too, believed in 

love.  One of these young people was the daughter of 

the prison guard.  Her father allowed her to visit him 

in his cell.  They often sat and talked for hours.  She 

believed he did the right thing by ignoring the 

Emperor and performing marriage ceremonies.  On 

the day he was to die, he left her a note thanking her 

for her friendship and loyalty.  He signed it, "Love 

God's Valentine to us: 
 

 "For God so loVed the world,           

         That He gAve 

                His onLy 

               BegottEn 

                      SoN, 

                          That whosoever 

          Believeth In Him 

              Should Not perish, 

           But have Everlasting Life."   John 3:16 
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WORDS TO 

SHARE LIFE 

 

  

In an environment of political correctness, where 

even a whiff of the religious will have non-churched 

friends, neighbors and countrymen fleeing for the 

exits, it is good to remember that you may be the 

bridge over troubled waters to lead another to the 

freedom of faith. Words interpret life.  Lives of value 

have stories of value.  Even what does not need 

explanation is remembered in stories that repeat the 

experience.   Here are a few points to help tell your 

story, edited from  an article written by pastor Kevin 

Harney last year for Outreach magazine: 

  

1) Ask for permission and don‘t be pushy. If you 

have the sense that the door is open to sharing your 

stories, first ask permission: ―Would you mind if I 

told you about how this...; ―Would you mind if I told 

you what helped me in this situation?‖ 

 

2) Use ordinary language. Tell your story in the 

language of your heart.  Your care shows.    

 

3) Share only what the conversation will bear. Short 

stories are better than long ones. 

 

4) Be open about sharing your understanding of how 

God‘s presence has worked in your life, and if God 

has moved in a powerful way in your life, talk about 

it.  ―When I faced this event, I freaked, until I came 

to believe that I was not alone, that my life is also in 

God‘s hands..‖ 

 

5) Present the before and after pictures of your story, 

as varied as your life experience: from worry to 

peace; from loneliness to a sense of belonging; from 

selfishness to giving; from anger to forgiveness,  

from a life without direction and meaning to one of 

meaning and purpose; from health to healing; from 

denial and rejection to acceptance and trust; from 

expectation of a given result to the acceptance of joy 

in the gifts of God. 

 

6) Share the source of your life as you experience it. 

Telling your story is not a how-to seminar, but 

simply telling your story as you would across a 

breakfast table to a friend over coffee. Revealing the 

source of your strength is as simple as saying, 

―Speaking for myself, I found my own strength in a 

spiritual life, which I believe is a gift.  I have learned 

the greatness of that gift and the depth of spiritual 

strength in the good news of Jesus Christ, and if you 

haven‘t heard the story before, it is worth telling, and 

if you have, it is worth revisiting.   I‘m not asking 

you to take my word for it: the gift is there for 

anybody who wants it.  Whether I knew it or not, 

God was looking out for me, and that was my 

breakthrough and the new chance at life. It didn‘t 

depend on me or how good I was at it.‖ 

 

7) Let your joy shine through.  When C.S. Lewis 

described his discovery of spiritual life, he 

characterized it as ―surprised by joy‖.  What he 

meant, and what we experience is the surprise  that 

our lives are so created and ordered as to be 

energized with the discoverable experience that good 

overcomes evil, that forgiveness trumps blame, that 

health and healing win out over despair and defeat, 

that life overcomes death. Or, St. Augustine, put in 

another way: that ―our hearts are restless, until they 

rest in Thee‖.  We can weep great tears; even the 

‗best‘ of God‘s children are discouraged; yet even 

there we have the capacity for joy, the 

discoverability that we are on the strong side of 

God‘s redeeming love. 

 

8) Be humble. Your story is not about you and, it is 

not about your church.  It is about how God has 

connected with you and changes your life. 

 

9) Remember that you have many stories.  ―When 

the kids were little... ―When Harvey was diagnosed...  

―When we had our first home... ―When Julie was 

promoted... ―When we moved to California... ―When 

Scott was sent to Iraq… ―When I was laid off...   

―When we inherited the... ―Our first trip to Europe 

was... ―We have a vacation spot off of... ―When we 

were married...  

 

Herb Niermann,  

Evangelism Ministry 
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Touch lives. Warm hearts. Your way. 
 

Help Lutheran organizations that are near and dear to 

you—even our congregation. 

 

Eligible benefit members of Thrivent Financial for 

Lutherans can now help choose where Thrivent 

Financial distributes a portion of its charitable funds 

through Choice Dollars, part of the organization‘s 

new Thrivent Choice charitable grant program. 

 

Here’s how Choice Dollars works: 

 

 Eligible benefit members receive a letter this 

summer about their designated Choice Dollars 

for 2010. 

 Designated Choice Dollars are based on 

qualifying insurance premiums, qualifying 

contract values and Thrivent Financial volunteer 

leadership. 

 Choice Dollars can be directed to thousands of 

Lutheran organizations nationwide, including our 

congregation, by visiting 

thrivent.com/thriventchoice or by calling 800-

THRIVENT (800-847-4836) and saying, 

―Thrivent Choice.‖ 

 

Potential amounts range from $25 to $500 for each 

eligible benefit member. 

 

Help support what matters most to you by directing 

Choice Dollars. Learn more—and act today!  

Visit Thrivent.com/thrivent choice or contact: 

 

Bill Wedde, FIC 

Financial Consultant  

(949) 859-2353  www.thrivent.com/fr/bill.wedde  

FINANCIAL NEWS 

December 2010 ~ Facts & Figures 

Average December Attendance:             198 people 

Christmas Eve Attendance:          649 people 

Average Weekly Offering:  $ 12,317/wk 

Budget Requirement:              $   8,323/wk  
 

   Current Month         YTD 
Unrestricted Gifts:   $49,268     $202,685 

Budget:               $33,292     $199,752 
 

These are your gifts to the church through general 

envelopes and plate offerings; they are used for 

operating budget expenses. We are currently 1.5% 

over the Congregation approved budget. 
 

    Designated Gifts:     $    974 
 

    Habitat for Humanity       $    374 

    World Hunger                   $    600 

 

Church Mortgage Balance:  $868,028*  

*monthly mortgage payment for the classroom  

building is paid from the school funds 

Thank You For Your StewardshipThank You For Your StewardshipThank You For Your Stewardship 

 

 

 The Sent to Serve Year begins on Sunday, 

January 30.  That day, at both services, we will 

recognize those people who are involved in 

healthcare and wellness.  Those persons will be 

given a token of recognition from the 

congregation.  Each person is encouraged to 

wear the uniforms, if any, that they wear in their 

daily service. 

 Pastor Jeff will oversee the purchase of new 

adult bibles and children's bibles for the 

sanctuary. 

 It is the time of year to establish the directors 

for VBS (vacation bible school).  Loretta 

Cooper will be involved with this.   If you wish 

to participate in VBS, please contact Loretta. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Lola Davies,   

Congregation Council Secretary 

 Special February 2011 Dates 

• Boy Scout Sunday, February 13, 2011  

• Valentine’s Day, February 14 , 2011  

• Presidents’ Day, February 21, 2011 

January 2010 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT  

OUR SAVIOR’S 

Saturday   

February 12, 2011 

 7:00am - 8:30am   
 

Calling all men…..  
 

You are invited to join us for a men's breakfast at 

OSLC.    RSVP:  IainBuchan@cox.net  

Hope you will be able to join us. 

JOIN US FOR  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

4 years - 5th grade 

9:30am-10:15am Room 4 

 
We need Adults to Teach Sunday School. 

Interested? 

Contact Loretta Cooper at 361-2951 

 

What’s On Wednesdays  

 11:00am-Noon • Manna Bible Study, FR 

 4:00pm-5:00pm • 5th Grade confirmation, YR 

 5:00pm-5:30pm • Dinner ~ Pizza, Salad & 

Beverage for $3 

 5:30pm-6:30pm • Firelight Children‘s Program,  

      Starts in the Sanctuary  (4yrs-Kindergarten, 1st- 

      2nd grade & 3rd-5th grade) 
 

 5:30pm-6:30pm • Adult Bible Study, FR 

 6:30pm-8:00pm • MSYG (Middle School Youth 

Group, Grades 6, 7,8), YR 

 6:45pm - Celebration Singers, FR 

 7:15pm-8:00pm • 6th Grade Confirmation, Sanc 

Join the group for a Saturday Bike Ride 
 

February 19, 2011 

9:00am at Trail 1 

For more information contact 

Sharon Guilliams at  

(949) 842-6391 or email  

sguilliams@cox.net  

 

 

 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 

9:45am ▪ Founder’s Room 
 

Sunday Morning:  ―The Gospel of Matthew‖ The 

Gospel assigned for the coming church year is the 

Gospel of Matthew.  Join us for an Adult Bible 

Study between worship services in the Founder‘s 

room  Each Sunday in February we‘ll look at 

Matthew‘s unique way of telling the story of Jesus. 
 

Wednesday Manna Bible Study 

 Founder’s Room 

 11:00am to Noon every Wednesday 
 

Midweek Study of Sunday’s lessons:  You will get 

much more out of worship if you have a chance to 

study and look at the Bible readings before hand.  

Join us each Wednesday as Pastor Jeff leads us 

through an initial reading of Sunday‘s lessons and 

ask questions together which might even help shape 

the Sunday sermon. 
 

Wednesday Evening 

 5:30pm ▪ Founder’s Room  
 

The Gospel of Matthew  

(WNE = Wednesday Night Edition!)   Join us as 

we take an up close look at the Gospel of Matthew.  

This study will go deeper than our Sunday Morning 

Study and will help us understand how Matthew 

understands Jesus and what that means for us today. 

High School Car Wash Fundraiser* 

February 13th @  

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church & School 

*proceeds to go towards the cost of the  

HSYG Winter Retreat @ El Camino Pines 

 

mailto:IainBuchan@cox.net
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Ruth Circle  

Tuesday, February 8th 1:00pm-3:00pm 

OSLC Founder‘s Room 
 

Anna Circle  

Thursday, February 10th 6:30pm-8:00pm 

OSLC Founder‘s Room 
 

Martha Circle  

Tuesday, February 22nd 9:00am-11:00am 

TBA 

Angels Unaware Circle  

Tuesday, February 26th 9:15am-11:00am 

at the home of Evey Thomsen 492-2967 
 

SENT TO SERVE SUNDAY 
 

O nce a month for the next 6 months we are 

going to lift up those in our congregation who 

use their gifts to serve our world and neighbors each 

and every day.  On each particular Sent to Serve 

Sunday we are going to ask all those who use their 

gift in a certain area to come forward during the 

worship service to receive a special blessing and 

gratitude from the congregation.  Please feel free to 

invite your neighbors and friends who might be in 

these areas as well to come and be blessed and 

recognized. 
 

FEBRUARY 27th SENT TO SERVE SUNDAY 

Educators, Students and Teachers,  

Artists, Performers, Scientists 

 

I f you are involved in education as a teacher, 

administrator, staff, support personnel, student, 

provider, publishing, vendor, artist, performer, 

musician, graphic design, scientist, researcher, 

environmentalist, or any other vocation or pursuit 

that is connected to Education, the Arts and Science, 

then this is a day to lift up your work on behalf of 

God‘s good creation! 

 

A ll those being recognized are invited to 

wear their work clothes to worship. Those 

who have retired in a particular area are especially 

encouraged to be recognized. 

 

Sent To Serve Sundays in the Future: 

 

 March 27: Business, Financial Services, Small 

Business Workers and Enterprise, 

Administrative Assistants, Office Personnel. 

 May 1: Military, Peace Officers, Fire Fighters, 

Government Workers and Civil Servants. 

 June  5:  Engineers, Architects, Contractors, 

Skilled laborers, Craftsmen, Trades folk. 

 June 26:  Homemakers, Volunteers, Religious 

Workers, Social Workers, Coaches, Mentors. 

You are Invited to Attend 
 

Our Savior’s Lutheran School’s PTF 
 

ANNUAL SPRING PARTY 
 

Saturday, March 26, 2011  

5:30pm - 11:00pm 
 

This year’s event is being held at the 

Bella Collina Towne & Golf Club 

 

An evening of FUN and FELLOWSHIP 

 

Cocktails & Appetizers 

Silent Auction 

Dinner & Live Auction 

Dessert Station & Coffee 

Music & Dancing 

 

Purchase your ticket(s) in the school office: 
 

$75.00 per person purchased by March 4th  

$85.00 per person purchased after March 4th  
 

Lobster Ravioli or New York Strip Steak 

 
The Spring Party is OSLS PTF‘s largest fundraiser of the 

year.  All of the funds raised go back to enhance the 

educational experience of the students.  Past monies 

raised have been used for reading programs, laptop 

computers, encyclopedias, LCD projectors, new 

playground equipment and so much more. 

 

Are you able to help the school by donating an item for 

the auction or making a monetary donation to help 

underwrite the event or help pay for a teacher to attend?  

If you are able to contribute, please contact Jennifer 

Salwender in the school office. (949) 492-6165 

HSYG Valentine’s Childcare Fundraiser* 

February 12, 2011 ~ 5:00pm - 11:00pm 

*proceeds to go towards the cost of the 

                           HSYG Winter Retreat  

                             @ El Camino Pines 
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Sunday ♥ February 13th   

9:30am to 10:30am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign up to bring your  

favorite dish to share on  

Valentine’s Day!   

 

NAME: ____________________________ 

 

Phone: _______________________ 

 

Dish to share:________________________ 

 

Call Karen Coffee (949) 388-6705  

to help or for questions 

OSLC FELLOWSHIP 

The 40 weekdays, 

from Ash Wednesday 

until Easter, are 

considered to be a 

season of abstinence 

and penitence in 

preparation for Easter. 

In observance, we are 

going to offer a 

traditional soup supper throughout Lent.  

 

The soup suppers will be held each Wednesday 

evening at 6:00pm from March 16th through April 

13th followed by a worship service. This will be a 

very special way to gather, to share food and 

fellowship and observe the Lenten season.  

 

If you have any questions or would be interested in 

helping or even preparing your favorite soup, please 

call Karen Coffee at (949) 388-6705 or e-mail at 

coffeemom777@aol.com 
 

We hope that you will join us!  

Lenten  
Soup  
Suppers 

Contact Karen Coffee  

regarding fellowship events at  

(949) 388-6705 

Wally Whale has something happening  

for the whole family... 

 

WHALE WATCHING 2011 

Sunday ~ March 20th     

2:00pm to 4:00pm 

 

Tickets available between services  

or at the church office  

Monday–Friday ~ 8:30am to 4:30pm 



 

12 

SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS  

FEBRUARY 
 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

 Hunger Games. The SCM has 

prepared fleece blankets for the 

Firelight kids to tie. They will be 

given to the homeless. 

 FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 7 p.m. 

 FIRST FRIDAY FILM, The Labyrinth @ 

 Sisters of St. Joseph, Orange 

 In June 1940, Marian Kolodziej became one 
of the first prisoners to enter Auschwitz. He 
never spoke about it until he had a stroke 45 
years later and began drawing images of his 
experiences during his rehabilitation. This 
film is a journey through what he called the 
labyrinth of his drawings. 

 Contact Kelly Frohner, andrewsmom@prodigy.net 

 SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26. 9-11 a.m. 

 BEACH CLEAN-UP.  

Join Marlene Fitzhugh the last 

Saturday of every month for a 

beach clean-up at one of our local 

beaches. A great way to serve 

our community. Contact Marlene (see below) 

for this month’s details. 

Social Concerns Ministry Meeting 

Monday, February 7, 7pm. Founders Room. 
Our meetings are open to all. Come with an 

open heart and help us bring servant 

opportunities to aid our neighbors near and 

far to the congregation. We‘d love to hear 

your  ideas, and we‘d love to have your 

helping hand on one of our projects this year. Contact 

Marlene Fitzhugh, 4fitzhughsbythesea@ cox.net or 212-

1831. PENNIES & PEANUT BUTTER... 
... is the entire month of March. Start saving 

your change now—let’s make this annual 

collection for Second Harvest Food Bank the 

biggest one ever!  

DONATIONS WANTED 
The Social Concerns Ministry has ongoing 

projects that could use your material donations. 

 QUILTS. Cotton fabric large 

enough to cut 22” squares and 

packages of full-size, low loft 

batting. Ongoing. 

 GIFT CARDS. Office Depot, Staples or 

WalMart gift cards to purchase school 

supplies for San Onofre School at Camp 

Pendleton. By March 1 for this annual 

Easter basket project. 

 FRIENDSHIP BAGS.  White tube socks, 

granola bars, cup of noodles, canned 

pasta, tuna lunch packages,  sunscreen,  

toothpaste, toiletries, cloth shopping 

bags. We provide these items to 

transient folks who stop by the church office 

looking for assistance.  Ongoing. 
You can leave donations on the left side of the 

narthex as you enter the sanctuary anytime. 

Please place gift cards in a sealed envelope and 

bring them to the office or place in offering. 

SAVE THE DATE… SAVE YOUR BLOOD! 
Our annual blood donation 

drive  is Sunday, March 27, 

from 8 a.m.—noon. Heidi 

Works  wi l l  be  t ak ing 

appointments soon, but in the 

meantime, if you are a regular 

donor please save your blood 

for us!  

SHOP FAIR TRADE 
Fair-trade items like those featured 

at our Christmas sale are available 

year- round through LWR‘s 

partnership with SERRV. Whenever you need a gift 

or household item (or maybe some fair trade 

chocolate or coffee), see if SERRV has something 

for you at www.lwr.org/handcraft.  
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INVISIBLE CHILDREN — THE CONGO TOUR 

Sunday, March 6, 6:00pm — Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, San Clemente 
Invisible Children is a San Diego based humanitarian group that has been on the ground in northern Uganda 

for eight years seeking to expose the horrific war crimes of Joseph Kony‘s Lord‘s Resistance Army against the 

Ugandan people in Africa‘s longest running war of 23 years. IC has also been instrumental in documenting the 

experiences of rescued child soldiers, lobbying for political change, rebuilding Ugandan schools, and 

developing fair trade cooperatives that give victims of the war the economic means to support themselves. 

 

In their own words: “We are storytellers… By documenting the lives of those living in regions of conflict and 

injustice, we hope to educate and inspire individuals in the Western world to use their unique voice for 

change… In war-affected regions we focus on long-term development, working directly with individuals and 

institutions that are eager to realize their full potential. Through education and innovative economic 

opportunities, we partner with affected communities and strive to improve the quality of life for individuals 

living in conflict and post-conflict regions.” 

 

Invisible Children uses its film screenings to educate and inspire their audiences to action. The Congo Tour 

presents their latest film, Tony, and follows Joseph Kony to some of the most remote places in the world: The 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Central African Republic, and Sudan. For the first time, Invisible Children is 

going into the battlefield to help protect and rehabilitate the most vulnerable of victims. 

 

 

The Spring Tour has begun travelling all over the country, and we are excited to be the only south Orange 

County venue on the current schedule. Invite your family and friends!  (Caution: The screening will contain 

some images and descriptions of violence suffered by children. It is appropriate for adults, high schoolers and 

mature eighth graders. It may be too disturbing for younger children. If you’d like more information, contact 

Linda Howard, howardtully@cox.net or 949.422.5258.) 
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SCHOOL NEWS ~ February 2011 

2011-2012 Enrollment 
 

Registration for the 2011-2012 school year has 

begun.  We are currently accepting applications from 

the general public and our returning students and 

their siblings.  Priority registration ends February 

11th.  This is the time set aside for returning 

students, their siblings, church members and 

elementary alumni families to enroll. 

Given the limitations on enrollment, class size 

and physical space, we cannot guarantee that a space 

will be held for a child if they enroll after 2/11. 

Any existing OSLS family who refers a new 

family to the school and that family registers a child 

for the 2011-2012 school year, will receive a 

$100.00 referral incentive. 

Preschool Tour Dates 
 

 Friday, 2/7, 9:00 a.m. 

 Thursday, 2/10, 9:00 a.m. 

 Monday, 2/14, 9:00 a.m. 

 Thursday, 2/17, 9:00 a.m. 

 

February’s Chapel Offerings 

will be donated to  

Second Harvest Food Bank  

Drug Use is Life Abuse 
 

The fifth graders will begin a 6-week Drug 
Education and Gang Awareness Program 
offered by the Orange County Sheriff’s 
Department this month.  The program covers 
such topics as gateway drugs, stimulants, 
depressants, hallucinogens, steroids, gang 
awareness and peer pressure. The deputy 
will share some of his own experiences 
dealing with people under the influence of 
drugs and show them videos/pictures 
covering these topics. 

The Traveling Naturalist, an 

on-site field trip program 

offered by the Orange 

County Department of 

Education, will be on 

campus Monday, 2/7 presenting programs 

(Birds of Prey and 

Rockin’ Geology) to 

our  F i r s t —Four th 

Grades.  

MEET THE MASTERS  

 

American artist, Jacob Lawrence (1917-2000), is 

featured in the Meet the Masters art program this 

month.  African American artist Jacob Lawrence 

had an abstract contemporary style all his own.  The 

bright shapes and patterns he used in his series on 

Black History are very interesting and captivating.  

His subjects range from Harlem to the Olympics. 

 

Our young artists will re-create his style by making 

paper or tissue collages.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

7:00 HSYG, YR 

2 
 

 

11:00 Manna Bible 

Study, FR 

4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR 

5:00 Spaghetti Dinner 

5:30 Firelight-Hunger 

Games Edition 

5:30 Adult Bible Study, 

FR 

6:30 MSYG, YR 

6:45 Celebration Singers,  

FR 

7:15 6th Grade Conf., 

Sanctuary 

 3 

 

8:45 MOPS 

  4 

 

7:00 Friday Film: 

The Labyrinth @ 

Sisters of St. Joseph, 

Orange 
 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

6 

“World Hunger” 
 

8:30 Bold Worship 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee 

Bells 

9:30 Youth & 

Children’s Committee 

Mtg, Rm. 5 

10:30 Classic 

Worship 
 

7  

 

9:00 PTF Meeting 

 

7:00 Social 

Concerns, FR 

 

 

 

 

8 

 

1:00 Ruth Circle, FR 

 

6:00 Gilchrist House, 

HSYG 

 

6:30 Council Meeting, 

FR 

 

7:00 HSYG, YR 

 

 

9  

11:00 Manna Bible 

Study, FR 

4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR 

5:00 Pizza Dinner 

5:30 Firelight Children’s 

Program, Sanctuary 

5:30 Adult Bible Study, 

FR 

6:30 MSYG, YR 

6:45 Celebration Singers,  

FR 

7:15 6th Grade Conf., 

Sanctuary 

 10 

 

8:45 MOPS 

1:00 Anna Circle, 

Founder’s Room 

 

 
 

 

 

 

11  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 

Lincoln’s Birthday 

 

7:00-8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast @OSLC 

 

5:00 HSYG Winter 

Retreat Valentine’s 

Fundraiser @ 

OSLC 

 

13   

8:30 Bold Worship 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Bells 

9:30 Valentine’s Day 

Potluck Brunch 

10:30 Classic 

Worship 

HSYG Winter 

Retreat 

Carwash 

Fundraiser 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

7:00 HSYG, YR 

 

 

 

16 
11:00 Manna Bible 

Study, FR 

4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR 

5:00 Pizza Dinner 

5:30 Firelight Children’s 

Program, Sanctuary 

5:30 Adult Bible Study, 

FR 

6:30 MSYG, YR 

6:45 Celebration Singers,  

FR 

7:15 6th Grade Conf., 

Sanctuary 

17 

 

 

 

 

18 

 

NO SCHOOL 

 

19   

 

9am OSLC Bike 

Ride 

 

20 

 

8:30 Bold Worship 
 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee 

Bells 
 

10:30 Classic 

Worship 
 

 

21  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22   

 

 

9:00 Martha Circle, 

TBA 

 

6:30 School Board 

Meeting 

 

7:00 HSYG, YR 

23 

 

11:00 Manna Bible 

Study, FR 

4:00 5th Grade Conf, YR 

5:00 Pizza Dinner 

5:30 Firelight Children’s 

Program, Sanctuary 

5:30 Adult Bible Study, 

FR 

6:30 MSYG, YR 

6:45 Celebration Singers,  

FR 

7:15 6th Grade Conf., 

Sanctuary 

24   

 

8:45 MOPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

9:00 Beach Clean-up 

27  
 

“Habitat for 

Humanity” 
 

Sent to Serve Sunday 
 

8:30 Bold Worship 
 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee 

Bells 
 

10:30 Classic 

Worship 
 

HSYG Winter 

Retreat Returns 

28  

 

 

9:15 Angels 

Unaware Circle @ 

Evey Thomsen 

  
 

                        

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Holy Communion  

Served  

every Sunday 1st Sunday  

of the month 
Last Sunday  

of each month 

 

 2011 

No School in  

Observance of 

President’s Day 

Washington’s          

Birthday 

High School Winter Retreat  

@ El Camino Pines 



 

WORSHIP HOURS 
 

8:30am ~ Bold Worship 

9:30am ~  Sunday School, Adult Education, Jubilee Bells 

10:30am ~ Classic Worship 

Nursery Care available all morning for children 4 and under! 
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