
 

    

“Year of Serving” 

The Messenger ~ December 2010 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School  ▪ San Clemente, California 

“Inspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve” 

Christmas Eve  

Worship Schedule 

~ Friday ~ 

December 24, 2010 

Noon & 4:30pm 

 6:30pm & 11:00pm 

Christmas Caroling Party 

December 15th - 5:00pm 

 

Elementary Children 

December 6th & 7th 

at 7:00pm 

Preschool & Jr. K 

Christmas Program 

December 9th & 10th ~ 9:00am 

OSLC Christmas Dinner  

Sunday - December 5th  

6:00pm @ Irons in the Fire 

December 17th 

Christmas Childcare 

December 5th ~ 5:30pm 
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Advent Musings  
and the  

Desire for Light! 

I have a love hate relationship with Day Light 

Savings Time.  On the one hand I love the fact that 

on one Sunday a year I can watch a little bit of 

Saturday Night Live without worrying how tired I‘ll 

be at worship.   On the other hand I don‘t like the 

fact that it‘s already getting dark at 4pm.   After all 

this is a very busy time of year and I can use all the 

daylight I can get my hands on; but day after day it 

gets darker earlier and earlier and if truth be known I 

might even willingly trade in that extra hour of sleep 

for just a bit more daylight here in crunch time. 

Of course this becomes the perfect metaphor for 

life as well.   I‘m not getting any younger and I‘ve 

still got lots of things I want to do before you shuffle 

some dirt on top of me and bid your pastor adieu for 

eternity.  But just as the darkening days help me to 

prioritize what needs to get done while I still have 

light, so the awareness of my own mortality should 

help me to prioritize those things that are truly 

important to accomplish while the light yet shines.   

But now here is the $20,000 question, just what are 

those priorities?  Am I content to be a good husband 

and father, or is there more?  That I think is a fair 

question.  I certainly hope to be a good husband and 

father, not to mention brother, son, friend and pastor; 

but what else would I like to use these limited hours 

of daylight to accomplish?    What about you? 

I toy with all the selfish considerations—like you 

probably do too—more travel, more fun, more 

experiences, nips, tucks and overall upgrades.  And 

of course ever sense that movie, ―The Bucket List,‖ I 

think a lot of us have at least a mental inventory of 

those things we‘d like to check off before we check 

out.   But in keeping with the season I have to admit 

that what I really want is more light!  In fact, to be 

more specific, what I really want is to be light.  Rest 

assured that I have no delusions of grandeur, but I 

also know the charge that has been given to me by 

God, ―Let your light so shine before others, that they 

might see your good works and give glory to your 

father in heaven.‖ (Matthew 5.16). 

In the midst of the darkness I want to shine light!  

I want to bless someone who never even knew that I 

cared.  I want to help a child get an education.  I 

want to give hope to someone who the world has 

come to despise and loathe.  I want to provide an act 

of generosity with my time or resources that 

everyone in their right mind would say are fool hardy 

gestures.  I want to inspire another human being to be 

more than they thought they could become.  I want to 

stand up for the last, the least and the lost in this 

world and say you can count on me! 

But alas, perhaps this is just a pipe dream.  

Perhaps the darkness wins, and I‘ll be more of a 

shadow than a light.  But maybe there‘s more light 

left than I could ever have imagined.  Maybe God is 

also at work in this darkness, shining light, and just 

maybe God will ask me to join him.  Maybe this year 

I‘ll have the strength to do more than just light a 

candle and sing ―Silent Night.‖  Maybe this year I‘ll 

actually dare to reflect that light. 
  

Peace!  
 

Pastor Jeff 

What is Advent? 
 

Advent is the Latin word meaning ‗to come.‘ 
 

The season of Advent marks the beginning of the 

church year and comprises the four weeks before 

Christmas. The church has observed a season of 

preparation before Christmas since the appearance 

of regulations on fasting issued by Bishop Perpetuus 

of Tours in 490 C.E.  This is an ancient way of 

preparing for Christmas! 
 

Principal Themes 
 

 Hope 

 Darkness / light 

 Repentance 

 Watchfulness 

 Preparation 

 Expectation of the incarnation of  

      Christ on Christmas 

 Anticipation of the fullness of time at Christ's 

second coming 
 

Color of the Season 

 

 Blue, suggesting hope 

 An older tradition uses purple, the royal color of 

the coming king 

 

Happy Advent 
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November 21, 2010 

 Taylor Devon Hornsby,  

daughter of  

Todd and Tandi Hornsby 

 

We welcome Taylor into 

Lord‘s family and receive her 

as a fellow member of the 

body of Christ and pray that 

her light may always shine 

before others.        

December Birthdays, Anniversaries & More 

Barbara Hume                   12-1 

Audrey Seals   12-3 

Loretta Cooper                 12-4 

Joy Herzog                     12-4 

Brandon Young                  12-4 

Emelia Aasland                 12-5 

Ruth McKeown  12-6 

Gared Wilcox                   12-6 

David Copenhaver  12-7 

Ronan Murphy-Lischalk 12-7 

Sally Lorimer                  12-9 

Wade Wilson   12-9 

Timothy Skipper  12-11 

Keagan Banks   12-12 

Collette LaClair  12-13 

Richard Turner  12-13 

Annika Salwender  12-15 

Steve Kos   12-16 

Susan Mendoza  12-16 

Julie Doyle   12-17 

Spencer Hamil   12-17 

Kitty Schmitt                  12-17 

Jennifer Gabira  12-18 

Julie McClure   12-18 

Marlise Banks   12-19 

Adriann Cardoso  12-20 

Mike Calvert                   12-21 

Martin Shira   12-21 

Charlotte Ellis                12-22 

Deborah Ramm  12-22 

Michael Fitzhugh  12-23 

Jeff Young   12-23 

Debbi Townsend  12-24 

Alice Buswell                  12-25 

Rev. Karin Boye  12-28 

Gary Gladden                   12-28 

Luke Overin                    12-28 

Norma Tornus                   12-28 

Paige Young                    12-28 

Kylie Martin   12-31 

Esther Sager                   12-31 

~ Birthdays ~  

John & Sandra Macatee 12-4 

Brian & Pam Burgett  12-6 

Mel & Heather Schwan 12-7 

Chris & Kim Lindholm 12-8 

Dane & Amede Hanson 12-13 

Mark & Betty Colby  12-29 

Pete & Erin Vainoris  12-30 

Charles & Kay Wilson 12-30 

~ Anniversaries ~  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Church Family,   
 

A special thank you to all who 

contributed to the Barbara Weber 

Memorial Fund. Your kindness and 

generosity so freely given in 

memory of my Mom is greatly 

appreciated.  It warms my heart to 

know how much you cared for her.   

All my love and gratitude,  

Diane (Nippy) Lyttle 

Online Photo Directory 

New members and any members/families of Our Savior‘s 

that would like to have to have their photo taken or retaken 

for the online directory please  stop by the outside of the 

church narthex on December 5th and 19th. Kim Lindholm 

will be taking photos on these days at 9:30am between 

services. 

 

www.oursaviorsonline.com  

 

Charles Wesley Menke  

November 3, 2010 @ 

12:21pm 
 

9 pounds 11 ounces 

19 1/2” inches long 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  

TO THE MENKE FAMILY 
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December 2010 Music Notes  

 On my way to our service of thanksgiving at 

Christ Lutheran, I couldn‘t help myself – I turned my 

radio dial to 103.5 (all Christmas music, all the time).  I 

listened and felt good inside.  But….it wasn‘t even 

Thanksgiving. 

 The season of Advent began on November 27.  

Some people call it a time of ―getting ready‖ which we 

certainly do – at church and in our lives outside of 

church.  Choir and band rehearsals ―ramp up‖ to get 

ready for our biggest attendance day of the year.  My 

fingers are tired from all the online shopping I‘ve done. 

 Advent is also called a season of ―anticipation‖.  

In worship, we change out our format so we do not 

have a closing song.  The kids look around the 

sanctuary each week to see what has been added.  I 

anxiously wait for the UPS truck hoping that last item I 

ordered will get here by Christmas. 

 I think I like the ―anticipation‖ angle better.  It 

promises something wonderful once the period of 

waiting is over.  That is one of the things I love best 

about our Christmas Eve services.  The musicians have 

been working hard for weeks and I hear bits and pieces 

of what will be on the 24th.  But when it all comes 

together - the church is full, the candles are lit, the 

manger sits front and center – I realize what it is that 

I‘ve been waiting for. 

 It is well worth the wait! 
 

His Service, 

Karen Skipper , Director of Music 

Would You Like to Share the Light of Jesus? 
 

We are doing so many great activities and having 

so much fun in Firelight that I don‘t want you to 

miss out on all the fun.  December is a great time to 

join Firelight.  We have a lot planned  . . . all we 

need is you! 

 

Firelight will be ringing bells for one of our Sunday 

services during Advent.  We will also be singing at 

one of our Christmas Eve Services.  Join now and 

you can learn the songs so you can participate in 

these great performances.  Also, December is the 

time when we get to have our Family Christmas 

Caroling night.  This is a great time for you to join 

us and share the Light of Jesus with our 

community. 
 

Firelight meets on Wednesdays  

from 5:30pm-6:30pm 
 

Peace to you, 
 

Mr. Bob 

What’s On Wednesdays  

 11:00am-Noon • Manna Bible Study, FR 

 4:00pm-5:00pm • 5th Grade confirmation, YR 

 5:00pm-5:30pm • Dinner ~ Pizza, Salad & 

Beverage for $3 

 5:30pm-6:30pm • Fire Light Children‘s Program,  

      Starts in the Sanctuary 
 

 5:30pm-6:30pm • Adult Bible Study, FR 

 6:30pm-8:00pm • FOX (Middle School Youth 

Group, Grades 6, 7,8), YR 

 6:45pm-8:00pm • Celebration Singers, FR  

 7:15pm-8:00pm • 6th Grade Confirmation, Sanc 

What’s On Wednesdays will not meet  

on the following nights: 
 

No Manna ~ December 29th 
 

No 5th or 6th Grade Confirmation   
December 22nd and 29th 

 

No FOX or Fire Light Children’s Program   
December 22nd and December 29th. 

 

No Adult Bible Study  
December 15th, 22nd & 29th 

 

No Celebration Singers ~ December 29th 
 

(Adults are encouraged to join us for  

Christmas Caroling on 12/15) 
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in battle would stop shooting on 

Christmas. But no, fires, medical 

emergencies, and traffic collisions 

don‘t take a holiday and many times 

our ―Fire Family‖ Christmas feast 

would be interrupted by our Dad‘s 

call to duty. It was after they had 

rolled out that the families would 

unite, Christians and Jews, and pray 

for both the victims and their 

rescuers, it was a powerful lesson of 

our faith in one God. 

Sometimes they would return soon 

enough that we could just continue 

with the festivities, and sometimes 

we would have to go home without 

saying goodbye, knowing that our 

Dads and those they went to help 

were all now in God‘s hands. 

 

 My Dad Is retired now, he spends 

Christmas Eve with my Mom, at 

home, waiting for the grandchildren 

to wake him in the morning with 

tales of their own visit from Santa. 

My sincere wish this Christmas is 

that everyone could have that honest 

connection to the Christ child that I 

felt in that fire house as I asked for 

Mary‘s little baby, born in a manger 

so long ago, to watch over and 

protect our loved ones and bring 

them home safely. 

 

So hold on to those traditions, and 

pray for a silent night. 

 

Merry Christmas! 
 

Bob Cooper, 

Youth and Children’s Ministry 

 
 

It‘s the most wonderful time of the 

year! The houses are decorated, the 

stores are decorated, heck, I‘ve even 

seen people decorating their cars! 

Television sets across the nation 

glow warmly with Christmas 

specials both current and from 

decades past. School children are all 

busy practicing for the annual 

Christmas pageant, and the joyous 

sounds of Christmas carols seem to 

be everywhere. 

 

Yes Christmas is a holiday with a 

rich history of tradition, traditions 

that can vary from family to family. 

Most families I know enjoy the 

― N o r m a n  R o c k w e l l ‖  s t y l e 

Christmas, with a quiet Christmas 

eve spent in anticipation of a visit 

from Santa Claus, followed by a 

very early wake-up call from the 

children as they rush out to the 

Christmas tree to begin the long 

awaited, much anticipated delight of 

ripping up all of that pretty paper 

and seeing just what treasures have 

been hidden inside! 

 

My family was just a little different, 

you see my father was a firefighter 

and often would be working on 

Christmas Eve. Because of this my 

mother, sisters, and I spent many 

Christmas eves in the fire station 

with other firefighters and their 

families. 

 

 As a child I had a hard time 

understanding how anyone could 

need the services of the fire 

department on Christmas, surely 

nothing bad could happen on this 

special night, after all even soldiers 

Youth and Children’s Page 

by Bob Cooper - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry 

Tradition 

 

December 1 

5th Grade Confirmation 

Firelight 

MSYG 

December 3 

MSYG Late Nighter 

December 5 

Christmas Childcare 

December 7 

HSYG 

December 8 

5th Grade Confirmation 

Firelight 

MSYG 

December 14 

HSYG Gilchrist House 

HSYG Christmas  

Caroling/Party 

December 15 

Christmas Caroling 

FOX Christmas Party  

December 17 

HSYG All Nighter 

December 21, 22, 28 & 29 

NO YOUTH GROUP 

Merry Christmas &  

Happy New Year! 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OUR SAVIOR’S 

Saturday   

December 11, 2010 

 7:00am - 8:30am   
 

Calling all men…..  
 

You are invited to join us for a men's breakfast at 

OSLC.    RSVP:  IainBuchan@cox.net  

Hope you will be able to join us. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Evening Circle  

Thursday evening, December 9th 6:30pm-8:00pm 

OSLC Founder‘s Room 
 

All Circles  

Tuesday morning, December 14th 9:15am-11:00am 

at the home of Evey Thomsen 492-2967 
 

Ruth Circle & Martha Circles  

Tuesday afternoon, December 14th 1:00pm-2:30pm 

OSLC Founder‘s Room 

Adults Needed for  

Children's Sunday School Program 
 

Interested contact Loretta Cooper @ LMDCooper@cox.net  

or the Church Office 

 

 

 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 

9:45am ▪ Founder’s Room 

(Will not meet December 26th) 
 

Sunday Morning:  ―The Gospel of Matthew‖ The 

Gospel assigned for the coming church year is the 

Gospel of Matthew.  Join us for an Adult Bible 

Study between worship services in the Founder‘s 

room  Each Sunday in December we‘ll look at 

Matthew‘s unique way of telling the story of Jesus. 
 

Wednesday Manna Bible Study 

 Founder’s Room 

 11:00am to Noon every Wednesday 

(Will not meet December 29th) 
 

Midweek Study of Sunday’s lessons:  You will get 

much more out of worship if you have a chance to 

study and look at the Bible readings before hand.  

Join us each Wednesday as Pastor Jeff leads us 

through an initial reading of Sunday‘s lessons and 

ask questions together which might even help shape 

the Sunday sermon. 
 

Wednesday Evening 

 6:30pm ▪ Founder’s Room  

(Will not meet on December 15th, 22nd or 29th) 
 

The Gospel of Matthew  

(WNE = Wednesday Night Edition!)   Join us as 

we take an up close look at the Gospel of Matthew.  

This study will go deeper than our Sunday Morning 

Study and will help us understand how Matthew 

understands Jesus and what that means for us today. 

 

On Wednesday, December 15th all adults are 

encouraged to help us with  

Christmas Caroling starting at 5:30pm. 

7th Grade Confirmation Students 
 

TACO Service Event on NEW YEARS EVE!! 

 

We‘ll gather at the church at 6:30am on Friday 

December 31st to head down to San Diego to help 

prepare and feed breakfast for the homeless at First 

Lutheran Church in San Diego.   Third Avenue 

Charitable Organization (TACO) is a ministry of 

First Lutheran and provides services for the transient 

and homeless community in down town San Diego.  

We‘ll be home by NOON an this always proves to 

be an amazing opportunity for our confirmands. 

mailto:IainBuchan@cox.net
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Poinsettia Order Form 
 

Order Name _______________________________ 

 

Phone # _____________________________ 

 

Qty _________ ($15.00 each) 

 
 

Circle below “In Memory Of” or “In Honor Of”   

(Please print clearly) 
 

In memory of/In honor of: 
 

_________________________________________ 
 

In memory of/In honor of: 
 

_________________________________________ 
 

In memory of/In honor of: 
 

_________________________________________ 
 

In memory of/In honor of: 
 

_________________________________________ 

O ur Savior‘s will be selling poinsettias for the 

altar for Christmas Eve Worship.  You may buy 

these in honor or memory of a loved one or dedicate 

to family and friends.  An insert will be included in 

the Christmas Eve Worship folder remembering 

those who have had poinsettias bought on their 

behalf. 

 

Poinsettias are $15.00 each and you may order more 

than one. Please fill out the order form below with all 

the information and return it to the offering plate 

with your check or you may mail your form and 

check to the church office.  All orders & payment are 

due by Friday, December 17th. Check Memo: 

“Poinsettia”  

Forms available online at www.oursaviorsonline.net 

OSLC FELLOWSHIP 

 

Whale Watching  

Coming Soon !  

 

Stay tuned for  

Upcoming Details! 

Annual OSLC  

Christmas 

Dinner 

The Annual OSLC 

Christmas Dinner 

will be held on December 5, 2010 

at 6:00 pm at Irons in The Fire 

located just down the street from 

the church at the historic San 

Clemente Golf Course.  Hope to 

see you there!                    

A huge thank you to all that 

helped out in this year's 

Annual Campus Clean- 

Up!!! Thank you to Lola 

Davies, Sandy and Steve 

Kos, Carrie Reyes, Jolie and 

Iain Buchan, Deborah and Kathryn Ramm, Terrie and 

Ian Ayers, Wilson Olbrich, Andy Wilson, Rachel and 

Reaghan Mulligan, John Poplawski, Roy Blumhorst, 

Quinlan Family, Kirsten Murphy, Pastor Jeff, Steve 

Karsten, the Cooper Family for leading the youth in 

volunteering to help watch the kids and cleaning. 

Thank you to all who helped! Out of 350+ church 

members and over 100 hundred school families, you 

were here and you helped to make our church and 

school shine! Thank you so much for helping make 

this such a success and for giving your time and sweat 

equity!!!!  
 

Thank you, Christy Karsten, Property & Grounds Gal 
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
presents 

 

Renée Bondi 
 

Speaker and Recording Artist 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 
 

9:15am ~ Breakfast on the Patio 
 

9:45am-11:15am ~ Presentation 
 

Sponsored by OSLC MOPS 
 

Twenty-one years ago, Renée Bondi had 
a bizarre accident leaving her 
quadriplegic. Her life changed forever. 
Despite tremendous challenges, Renée 
trusted in the Lord and He proved to be 
faithful! Today, Renée is one of the top 
selling independent Christian recording 
artists in the country and is also a 
national speaker and author.  Renée's 
personal testimony is sure to melt your 
heart and lift your soul!   
 

This is an engagement you won’t 
want to miss! 

 

For more information on this event please 
contact: 

Trace Wilcox at 492-6657 

ctwilcox@att.net 

The 2011 Altar Flower Calendar  

is now in the narthex. 

 

If you would like to sign-up to give flowers  

in recognition of a particular event such as 

a birthday, anniversary, honor or memory 

of a loved one. Along with your name  

please include the occasion and phone 

number by that date. 
 

As a reminder you will receive an e-mail  

when your flower date is approaching. 

 

The flowers are $30.00 each week.  
 

Please mail or drop off your check to the 

church office or place your check in the 

offering plate on or before your "special 

day." Include in the memo line “Flowers.” 

 

If you have any questions,  

please call or e-mail the church office. 
 

(949) 492-6164 

OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net 

2011 

Flower  

Calendar 

Visit Our Savior‘s Lutheran Church and School  

websites at www.oursaviorsonline.com 
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E’n So Come 
 

So there it is, the 

p l e t h o r a  o f 

Christmas, as the 

black and gold of Halloween pumpkin trappings 

metamorphoses  into the green and red of Christmas 

under the undimmable starlight of halogen klieg 

lights glaring upon the goods in box stores across the 

nation.  Must be Christmas.  There‘s a nice creche, 

life size, made in China.  Wonder if they know 

anything about the baby Jesus in Guangdon, whose 

factories, I am informed, have fallen on hard times 

since 2008 with the downturn in the world economy 

and short orders on toys. Black Friday, the time 

when department store receipts turn firms from red 

into the black of seasonal profits, is upon us, scarcely 

has the Turkey marched out the door.  Let us now all 

condemn this materialistic exercise in a show of 

cultural piety lamenting that the Christmas profiteers 

have hung the lights too early.  Where is the spirit of 

Christmas? But.... Would it make a difference if we 

got out the stuff two weeks later? 

For me, I say, have at it. Let the good times roll. 

There must be some salvation in all that green and 

red material pouring out the doors of commerce, and 

green going in and red showing up in checking 

accounts across the land.   It may mean jobs.  What 

is doesn‘t mean is Christmas.  Not in the sense that 

we are led to understand. 

Christmas is the event.  It is, as the Gospel of 

John says, the dwelling of God with us, whom we 

know in Jesus, the human.  God is with us. What 

great good news is that? 

―E‘n come, Lord Jesus ‖  is the opening line of an 

Advent/Christmas hymn whose music Paul Manz, a 

Lutheran musician, organist, composer wrote from  

words his wife, Ruth, brought to him while he and 

she kept watch at the bedside of their 3-year old son 

whom neither expected to live. While the small life 

hung in the balance, the life of Jesus  moved the 

Manz‘s to make of this experience a testament of 

faith, which you may now hear sung by Kings 

College Choir at Christmas in the fullness of its 

expression: 

 

Peace be to you and grace from Him   

Who freed us from our sin   

Who loved us all, and shed his blood   

That we might saved be. 

 
 

 

Sing holy, holy to our Lord   

The Lord almighty God   

Who was and is, and is to come   

Sing holy, holy Lord. 

 

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein   

Rejoice on earth, ye saints below   

For Christ is coming, Is coming soon   

For Christ is coming soon. 

 

E'en so Lord Jesus quickly come   

And night shall be no more   

They need no light, no lamp, nor sun   

For Christ will be their All! 

 

Listen for it.  Is that Christmas? 

 

Herb Niermann,  

Evangelism Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Gracious and Loving Father, 
You call us to be stewards of Your abundance, the 

caretakers of all You have entrusted to us.  Help us to 

always use Your gifts wisely and teach us to share 

them generously.  Send the Holy Spirit to work 

through us, bringing Your message to those we serve. 

May our faithful stewardship bear witness to the 

love of Jesus Christ in our lives. We pray with 

grateful hearts, in Jesus’ name.  Amen 

 
We are winding down this years stewardship 

campaign.  I want to take this opportunity to thank all 

who helped out this year.  Michael and Marlene 

Fitzhugh and Chad and Trace Wilcox and their 

families for sharing with us their stories,   Barb 

Cameron and Bonnie Little,  Steve Kos, Mike 

Campbell, Sam Olmstead and Carol Hoffmeister for 

helping with the packets and distributing them and 

most importantly Gay Bemoll for all she did in 

gathering the supplies, helping organize the 

information and printing the packets, and to all others 

who helped that I forgot to mention. 

 
Stewardship continued on page 10 
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I would also like to thank everyone that returned 

their cards in a timely manner.  For those of you who 

have not yet returned you cards, as servants of Christ 

we all have a part to play in our continued ministry 

and we ask that you might return the estimate of giv-

ing care (regardless of changes or status), Time and 

Talent and any other information to the church office 

as soon as possible. 

It is important to the planning of the upcoming 

year for the Church that we receive all the cards back. 

Please complete your card and return it to the 

Church today either by mailing it, by dropping it off 

at the Church office or bringing it to worship this 

Sunday. 

If for some reason you have not received a packet 

please contact the church office and we‘ll make sure 

one is delivered to you immediately.  You may also 

access forms at www.oursaviorsonline.net 

 

If you have already returned your card, thank you! 

 

Serving God Together, 

Todd Tunby, Stewardship Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fire Light Wednesday nights is going strong 

and well attended with 20-25 children each 

week. 

 The Year of Service is well-underway.  If you 

have any ideas as to how to be of service to Our 

Savior‘s or the community, please get in touch 

with your church council. 

 Master Plan amendments have been submitted 

for approval.  We should be notified of the 

approval within the next few weeks. 

 The Stewardship drive is in full swing.  Todd 

Tunby has received approximately 70 responses 

so far.  If you have not responded, please do so 

as soon as you can. 

 Do not to forget to sign up for our Christmas 

dinner.  Flyers will be in the weekly worship 

folders. 

 We on the church council are looking forward 

to a festive holiday season. 
 

Next council meeting December 17, 2010 
 

Respectfully submitted by Lola Davies,   

Congregation Council Secretary 

November 2010 Highlights   

FINANCIAL NEWS 

October 2010 ~ Facts & Figures 

Average October Attendance:            217 people 

Average Weekly Offering:  $  7,425/wk 

Budget Requirement:              $  7,683/wk  
 

   Current Month         YTD 
Unrestricted Gifts:   $37,123     $126,812 

Budget:               $33,292     $133,168 
 

These are your gifts to the church through general 

envelopes and plate offerings; they are used for 

operating budget expenses. We are currently 5% 

below the Congregation approved budget. 
 

    Designated Gifts:     $    927 
 

    Habitat for Humanity       $    405 

    World Hunger                   $    522 

 

Church Mortgage Balance:  $ 875,555.00*  

*monthly mortgage payment for the classroom  

building is paid from the school funds 

Thank You For Your StewardshipThank You For Your StewardshipThank You For Your Stewardship   

Stewardship continued from page 9 

http://www.oursaviorsonline.net/
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY TEAM NEWS  

THRIVENT BUILDS WITH HABITAT FOR 

HUMANITY of ORANGE COUNTY 
We are excited to announce that we have been 

awarded a new Thrivent Builds grant to build another 

Habitat home in 2011! The grant will provide 

$148,434 (55%) toward construction of a single 

family home in Huntington Beach. Local Lutherans 

and Thrivent members must raise 10% of the project 

cost, about $26,988, and the really great news is that 

we already have $10,000 of that in the bank! Our 

monthly free will offering for Habitat goes into this 

fund. The remaining 35% of the project cost will be 

funded by Habitat‘s Orange County affiliate.  

 

Meanwhile, the Chavez family‘s home is nearing 

completion in Fullerton. They will receive the keys 

and mortgage (yes, they do become proud 

homeowners by PURCHASING their Habitat home 

with a no interest loan) at the Dedication Day on 

Saturday, January 8.  You are cordially invited to 

attend. Contact Linda Howard, howardtully@cox.net. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to  our local Thrivent Financial for Lutheran financial 

representatives who were honored recently at the 

National Philanthropy Day of 

Orange County luncheon. They 

were nominated by Habitat for 

Humanity for their ongoing 

partnership in  providing 

affordable homes in Orange County. Since 2004, 

Thrivent has contributed over $1,000,000 to our local 

Habitat projects. Thank you, Thrivent! 

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 
This year, we are once again collecting new shoes for infants and children in our 

community who are in need. They will be given out at Family Assistance Ministries‘ 

annual Christmas party on Saturday, December 11.  

 

Choose a tag from the tree in the narthex and return your gift unwrapped with the tag 

attached to the box or shoes. If you cannot stop by to pick up a tag, that is okay. Simply 

purchase a pair of girl‘s or boy‘s tennis shoes or sneakers in any size. You are welcome to 

add a personal message to the tag. 

 

All shoes must be delivered to the church no later than Thursday, December 9. If you have any 

questions, contact Trisha Bowman, 369-6355 or bowman4@cox.net. Thank you for your 

generosity! 

LOOKING AHEAD:  

JANUARY TOILET PAPER DRIVE 

FOR FAM & GILCHRIST HOUSE — 

STOCK UP NOW! 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 7—First Friday Film, TBA 

Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 13—11:30—1:30,  

Founders Room. Cut fleece blankets for 

homeless. Bring a rotary cutter or sharp scissors. 
 

Social Concerns Ministry activities are open to 

all. Please join us! Contact Marlene Fitzhugh,   

212-1831 or 4fitzhughsbythesea@cox.net.  

LWR FAIR TRADE CATALOG SALE 
… was a  huge success. Your purchases, totaling 

almost $1,500, provided a fair wage to  hardworking 

farmers and artisans in many nations and help 

support the work of Lutheran World Relief. 

Additionally, many of the purchases qualified for a 

10% credit to Our Savior‘s, and this money will be 

used to purchase quilt fabric for next year‘s LWR 

quilt projects.  

Thank you!  

OPPORTUNITIES TO 

SHARE 
There may  still be time to adopt a 

family for Christmas through  

FAM. Contact Jan at 492-8477. 



 

12   

Haiti - Hurricane Tomas 
On November 5, Hurricane Tomas moved through the "windward passage" between Cuba and Haiti. This left 

Haiti out of direct impact but the trailing edge of the storm 

blanketed the earthquake ravaged country with flooding rains. 

Local officials encouraged refugees living in temporary housing to 

evacuate, but few did out of fear that they would not have a home 

or belongings to return to. According to the Haitian Civil 

Protection, Tomas left over 20 dead with over 1,000 homes 

destroyed and thousands more damaged. While the actual impact 

of Tomas proved to be far less than the projected 100,000 families 

affected, health concerns have been heightened as flood waters 

contaminate water sources and provide for the spread of cholera 

that has already left more than 400 dead.  

 

ELCA companion, Lutheran World Federation Haiti, has reported the worst damage in southwest Haiti where 

the entire coast of Grand‘Anse, one of ten administrative districts in Haiti, was severely affected. Ten fishing 

villages, boats, fishing supplies and stores of seeds for agricultural production were destroyed by Hurricane 

Tomas in addition to significant damage to homes. Most families affected are in need of roofing supplies to 

protect their homes and support to recover their fishing businesses. 

 

The Lutheran Church of Haiti (ELH) has reported similar accounts of Tomas‘ impact in Haiti. The church is 

currently assessing the situation in areas of church location: Vialet, Fonds des Negres, Les Cayes, Jean Rabel. 

Church leadership will be meeting to analyze the reports and prepare any needed response.  

The humanitarian community is responding to the needs of evacuees with food and non-food items like 

blankets and hygiene kits. ELCA companion, LWF-Haiti assisted with the 

evacuation of displaced people residing in a camp in Nerette near Port-au-

Prince. Their relief efforts will focus in the region of Grand‘Anse with 

activities to provide immediate food, water and hygiene kits to 1,700 

families and new roofing for 300 houses that suffered roofing loss during 

the storm. Recovery plans will focus on recovering the fishing sector 

which provides the means for livelihood to many families in the region. 

 

The ELCA has made an immediate allocation of $50,000 to respond to the 

humanitarian needs in Grand‘Anse and to commence the distribution of 

relief materials. An additional $25,000 commitment was made for efforts to respond to and mitigate the further 

spread of cholera.   

Each month, a portion of your tithe is sent from Our Savior‘s to Pacifica Synod and then on to the ELCA to 

support church-wide missions. In the coming months, we hope to share with you some of God‘s  work that is 

made possible through your generosity with stories from Around the ELCA... 

ELCA Response: 

Marked with the cross of Christ forever, we are claimed, gathered and sent 
for the sake of the world. 

—Mission Statement of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL NEWS  

DECEMBER 2010 

The  Christmas Giving Tree is here!   

In partnership with Family Assistance Ministries, we are 

going to provide tennis shoes for children who are in 

need within our community. 
 

Here is how you can help: 

 Visit the Giving Tree located in the Narthex between 

November 15th and December 9th 
 Choose a gift tag(s) from the tree.  The gift tag will 

have the shoe size and gender of the child 

 Place the sticker gift tag on the unwrapped shoebox 

and return it to the Narthex by December 9th  
 

Remember to purchase only tennis shoes 

 

Thank you for your 

support— 

Happy Holidays 

Christmas Musical Programs 
 

December 6 
Kindergarten and First grades,  

“Follow the Star,”7:00 p.m. 
 

December 7 
Second through Fifth grades,  

“That’s What Christmas is All About,”7:00 p.m. 
 

December 9 
Tuesday/Thursday Preschool and Jr.  

Kindergarten sing in the church sanctuary, 9:00 a.m. 
 

December 10 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday Preschool am & pm 

classes, along with Jr. Kindergarten,  
sing in church sanctuary, 9:00 a.m. 

The Scholastic Book Fair runs from 

Friday, 12/3 through Thursday, 12/9.  Plan 

to stop by Room #1 and do some early 

Christmas shopping. Books make 

wonderful Christmas presents! 

 

 

 

December Chapel Offerings  

will be donated to the  

Rehabilitation Institute  

of Southern California. 

Our third graders are exploring the Tongva Trail 

at the Environmental Nature Center on 

December 9th. The program focuses on the tools, 

trade and customs of the Tongva (Gabrielino) and 

Acjachemen (Juaneno) people of orange county as 

they lived 500 years ago. 

Our Savior’s Lutheran School Christmas Break 

Monday, Dec. 20, 2010 thru Friday, Dec. 31, 2010 
 

School Resumes Monday ~ January 3, 2011 



 

14   

DECEMBER KID’S PAGE 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

11:00 Manna Bible Study, 

FR 

4:00-5:00 5th Gr Conf., YR 

5:00 Pizza Dinner 

5:30 Firelight Children’s 

Program, Sanctuary 

5:30 Adult Bible Study, FR 

6:30 FOX, Youth Room 

6:45 Celebration Singers,  

FR 

7:15 6th Grade Conf., 

Sanctuary 

2  

 

8:45 MOPS Mtg, 

FR, YR, Rm 1 

3 Book Fair, Rm 1 

 

 

 

  

4  

 

 
 

 

5    “World Hunger” 

Book Fair, Rm 1 

8:30 Praise & 

Celebration 
 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee Bells, 

Youth & Children’s 

Committee Mtg 
 

10:30 Inspirational 
 

5:30 Holiday Childcare 
 

6:00 Christmas 

Dinner 
 

6 Book Fair, Rm 1 

 

9:00 PTF Meeting 
 

9:15 Angels Unaware, 

Evey Thomsen 
 

7:00 Christmas 

Musical, 

Kindergarten-1st 

grade 

 

 

7 Book Fair, Rm 1 

 

 

7:00-8:30 HSYG, 

YR 
 

7:00 Christmas 

Musical, 2nd -5th 

grade 

 

 

8  Book Fair, Rm 1 

11:00 Manna Bible Study, 

FR 

4:00-5:00 5th Gr Conf., YR 

5:00 Pizza Dinner 

5:30 Firelight Children’s 

Program, Sanctuary 

5:30 Adult Bible Study, FR 

6:30 FOX, Youth Room 

6:45 Celebration Singers,  

FR 

7:15 6th Grade Conf., 

Sanctuary 

9 Book Fair, Rm 1 

9:00 Preschool 

Christmas 

Program 

8:45 MOPS Mtg, 

FR, YR, Rm 1 

6:30 Evening 

Circle, FR 
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9:00 Preschool 

Christmas Program 
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7:00-8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast @OSLC 
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8:30 Praise & 

Celebration 
 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee 

Bells 
 

10:30 Inspirational 

 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 

 

9:00 All Circles, Evey 

Thomsen 
 

5:00 Gilchrist House, 

HSYG 
 

HSYG Christmas 

Party 
 

6:30 School Board 

Meeting, FR 

15 

11:00 Manna Bible Study, 

FR 
 

4:00-5:00 5th Gr Conf., 

YR 
 

5:00 Pizza Dinner 
 

5:30 Christmas Caroling 
 

7:00 FOX Christmas 

Party 
 

 

16 

 

8:45 MOPS Mtg, 

FR, YR, Rm 1 
 

 

 

 

17 

1/2 Day School 

6:30 Council 

Gathering, off site 

 

High School  

All Nighter 

 

 

18    

 

9:00 OSLC Bike 

Ride 

 

 

 

19 

8:30 Praise & 

Celebration 

 

9:30 Sunday School, 

Adult Ed., Jubilee 

Bells 
 

 

10:30 Inspirational 
 

 

20 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Youth Group 

22 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 
        

11:00 Manna Bible 

Study, FR 

 

No Wednesday 

Activities 
 

 

 

 

23 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

Noon & 4:30pm  

6:30pm & 11:00pm 

 

25 

 

 

26 

Habitat for Humanity 

 

8:30 Praise & 

Celebration 

10:30 Inspirational 

27 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 

 

 

 

 

                         

28 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 

 

 

 

No Youth Group 

 

 

 

29 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 

 

Manna will not  

meet today 
 

No Wednesday 

Activities 
 

 

 

30 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 

 

 

31 Christmas Vacation 

 School Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T.A.C.O. Service Event 

for  

7th Grade 

Confirmation 

 

January 1, 2011 

 

 

 

 

Holy Communion  

Served  

every Sunday 
1st Sunday  

of the month 
Last Sunday  

of each month 

 

15 

1st Day of Winter 
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WORSHIP HOURS 
 

8:30am ~ Worship – Praise & Celebration 

9:30 am ~ Sunday School, Adult Education, Jubilee Bells 

10:30am ~ Worship – Inspirational 
 

Nursery Care available all morning for children 4 and under! 


