Our Savior’s Lutheran Church -- Recent
History -- 2002 to 2012
Pastoral Leadership:
Following a two year interim period, in the winter of 2002 our search resulted in the
calling of Pastor Jeff Frohner to serve as our pastor. One of Pastor Jeff's early
initiatives was to lead an intensive discussion examining the mission and vision of
OSLC. Our 2004 Vision Statement articulated the collective views and aspirations of our
congregation and was encapsulated by our new motto: "Inspired to Love,

Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serve."

In 2010 the congregation afforded its first Pastoral Sabbatical leave and established an
ongoing Sabbatical policy for all pastoral staff.
Youth Ministry:
In 2003 OSLC hired Wes Menke as Director of Youth and Family Ministry, where he
served with distinction until 2010 when, with the support and encouragement of the
church family, he left to begin 3 years of training at Claremont School of Theology.
Later in 2012 he will begin his ‘Lutheran’ year and internship at Pacific Lutheran
Theological Seminary.
In addition to weekly youth group and Confirmation over 30 of our young people have
taken several notable trips including National Youth Gatherings in San Antonio (2006)
and New Orleans (2009), and numerous Synod Middle School gatherings in locations
such as Hollywood, Anaheim, and Thousand Oaks. Our high schoolers have also
participated in the Western States Youth Gatherings.
Future Growth and Ministry:
We updated our Master Plan and received approval from the City of San Clemente in
2011 for completion in 2022.
2011 also saw the re-establishment and highly successful opening campaign of the
OSLC Endowment Fund which as of May, 2012 stands at over $60,000. The Fund’s
purpose is to provide the opportunity to practice good stewardship in the form of legacy
gifts of any amount that will continue to bless the ministry of OSLC in perpetuity. The
Fund realizes this purpose by funding creative and new ministry ventures beyond the
annual budget. Examples of these initiatives are programmatic ministry, capital
improvements, local and global mission support; and Christian education for individuals,
the congregation, and the greater community alike.

Campus and Church-School Administration:
In 2008 we completed a large construction project that yielded new administrative
offices, kitchen, restrooms, and sanctuary expansion as well as improvements to the
patio and grounds. This major upgrade was accomplished at a cost of $1.2 million and
required no new debt.
The ‘Church/School’ consolidation of finances and administration has been a priority of
OSLC leadership for 5 years. It received a boost when Christine Bower was hired as our
accountant to serve both the school and church ministries. The deployment of specialty
software in 2011 made possible the publishing of consolidated financial statements for
the entire Our Savior’s Institution for the first time in our history. This consolidation
project continues with future work slated for administration and the instituting of best
business practices.
Fellowship and Learning:
Several new groups have been formed during this decade, examples of which are:
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers), Women's Bible Study Groups, Women's Bible Study in
the OC -- an annual event which draws over 120 participants each year, Men's Monthly
Breakfast, and various service events including a trip to Guam and Tecate, Mexico.
In addition the Wednesday evening activities were revamped to better meet the needs
of children and parents relative to Christian Education and Fellowship. In addition to
the tradition of children’s choir, we have added an Adult Education component,
Fellowship, and crafts using new and different materials such as Akaloo and Firelight.
Lenten Soup Suppers began in 2008 following the completion of the new building,
having been started by an act of the Church Council to encourage participation in the
Lenten Wednesday night services and as an additional opportunity for community
fellowship. In the past 5 years different groups from Youth to MOPS to Choir have
provided the weekly soups and they are usually attended by 45-50 people.
Last but not least our fall Rally Day just keeps getting bigger and better and is
consistently one of the best attended and most enjoyed events of the year!
People:
This decade has seen the passing of many of our dear Founding Members and dearest
saints including: Roy and Allie Gordon, Toby and Helen Tsuma, Ann Hansen, and Tio
Laurie and of course many, many others.
Congregational Presidents have included: Michael Reavis, M'Liz Kelly, John Macatee,
and Iain Buchan.

School Ministry:
School Ministry: The first decade of the Millennium brought many accomplishments to
Our Saviors Lutheran School. Two of the most notable; the school was awarded the
National Blue Ribbon School title in 2004 and was accredited by the ELEA in 2008. An
Annual Fund program was formed to help raise program awareness and money for our
students and teachers. The money raised goes toward student scholarships, curriculum
enhancements, facility improvements and teacher retention. OSLS is staffed with fully
credentialed teachers who are encouraged to take professional development classes on
a yearly basis. The school has moved quickly into the age of technology with
interactive whiteboards, a full functioning computer lab with its own teacher, computers
in every classroom and laptops for every 5th grader beginning in the fall of 2012. The
school curriculum is always under review and recently the Math curriculum was updated
to include an online program for homework and testing. The Bible curriculum was also
updated to a new Lutheran program. In addition to the school’s core curriculum and
Computer classes, OSLS also offers PE, Spanish, and Music classes as well as a monthly
Meet the Masters art program. Our Saviors School offers Kindergarten – 5th grade and
has 159 elementary students. The elementary students are encouraged to serve our
community through classroom projects, chapel donations, and by joining our Character
Council that works with the church on community projects. Our preschool has thrived
with the addition of a full time director in 2008. The preschool has 88 students and
many stay for their elementary education as well. OSLS is an important and growing
ministry of OSLC and the school has helped with the major facility improvements on
campus.

